Grades: Preschool
March 25, 2007

Mary Says, "Yes,” to God

At that time,

Mary was praying in the Temple.
An angel came to visit her and
said, "Hail, O full of grace, the
Lord is with you. Blessed are

you among women!" Mary was
afraid. The angel said, "Do not _
be afraid, Mary for you will con- —
ceive and have a baby. You will
name him, Jesus. " Mary won-
dered how this would happen,

and the angel explained, "The

Holy Spirit will make this hap-

pen. The child will be the Son of
God."

The angel then told her that
her cousin, Elizabeth, was also
having a baby. Mary fold the an-
gel that she would agree to be
the mother of Jesus.

Thinking About God's Word . . .

Look at the icon. Can you find would have a child. Who will say "yes" to God when we do
the angel? Do you know what the the child be? what is right, especially when
name of the angel is? . What was special about we receive Holy Communion.
Who is the angel talking to0? Mary's cousin, Elizabeth?

The angel told Mary that she - Mary said “yes," to God. We
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Grades: K-2
March 25, 2007

Mary Said "Yes” to God

At that time,

Mary was praying in the Tem-
ple. An angel came to visit her
and said, “Hail, O full of
grace, the Lord is with you?
Blessed are you among
women!” Mary was afraid. The __

angel said, "Do not be afraid, _|
Mary for you will conceive and
have a baby. You will name

him, Jesus. * Mary wondered

how this would happen, and

the angel explained, "The Holy
Spirit will make this happen.

The child will be the Son of
God."

The angel then told her that
her cousin, Elizabeth, was also
having a baby. Mary told the
angel that she would be God's
handmaid.

Thinking About God's Word . . .

Look at the icon. Can you find the have a child. Who will the child be?
angel? Do you know what the name . What was special about Mary's

of the angel is? cousin, Elizabeth?

Who is the angel talking to0? . Mary said “yes," to God. Do you say
The angel told Mary that she would “yes" to what God wants?

The Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education

gratefully acknowledges support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work of the
Department. The Archdiocese has also established an endowment for the Department of Christian
Education. If you would like information on our present programs and future initiatives, and if you would
like to contribute to the Endowment, please contact Ms. Ruth Skaff, at development@antiochian.org.

Large crowds greet
J-esUS with pq'ms




Mary Becomes the Mother of God

At that time,
Eliza]aetll, the wife of Zacha-

riah Conceivecl, and for five
months she hid herself, saying,
“Thus the Lord has done to me
in the days when he looked on
me, to take away my reproach

”
among men.

In the sixth month the ang’el
Gabriel was sent from God to
a city of Galilee named Naz-
areth, to a virgin betrothed to a
man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of Davi(l; and the
virgin's name was Mary. And the ang’el came to
her and sai(l, “Hail, O full of grace, the Lord is
with youl! Blessed are you among women!” But
she was g’reatly troubled at the saying, and con-
sidered in her mind what sort of greeting this
mig’ht be. And the ang‘el said to 11er, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
And l)ellol(l, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.

Grades: 3-5

}’Iarch 25, 2007

He will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Most Hig’h; and the
D Lord God will give to him the

"‘-.\I throne of his father David, and he
| will reign over the house of ]aco]o
for ever; and of his ]zing’dom there

will be no end.”

And Mary said to the ang’el, “How
shall this l)e, since I have known no

man? 7

And the ang’el said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most Hig’h will

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be called lloly, the Son of God.

And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the
sixth month with her who was called barren.
For with God nothing will be impossil)le." And
Mary sai(]., “Bellol(l, I am the handmaid of the

Lord; let it be to me accor(ling' to your word.”

T}linlzing’ About God’s Word . . . Luke 1:24-38

1. What is the name of the 4
ang’el? ’

2. What role do ang’els play in 5
God’s world? '

3. Look at the icon. Are an-
g’els little babies?

his name?

What is the name of Mary's 6.

relative who is pregnant?

Elizabeth’s child grew up, 1.
and baptized Jesus in the

river Jortlan. Do you know
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What will happen nine months
from today?

A “handmaid” is a servant. In
church, when do we hear the word
“servant” or “handmaid” with our

own names ?

The Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education

Th.e Theotokos con-
ceives Jesys




Annuncio’fion
Luke 1 124:36

Grades: Middle School
March 25, 2007

Mary Becomes God’s Mother

At that time,

Elizabeth, the wife of
Zachariah conceived, and
for five months she hid
herself, saying, “Thus the
Lord has done to me in
the days when he looked
on me, to take away my
reproach among men.”

In the sixth month the
angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city of Gali-
lee named Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David; and
the virgin’s name was
Mary. And the angel came
to her and said, “Hail, O
full of grace, the Lord is
with you! Blessed are you
among women!” But she
was greatly troubled at
the saying, and consid-
ered in her mind what
sort of greeting this might
be. And the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And be-

hold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his
name Je-
sus.

4

He will be
great, and
will be
called the
Son of the
Most
High; and
the Lord
God will
give to
him the
throne of
his father
David,
and he
will reign over the house
of Jacob for ever; and of
his kingdom there will be

noend.”

And Mary said to the an-
gel, “How shall this be,
since I have known no
man?”

HOEMIMCHRON

N

And the angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of
the Most
High will
over-
shadow
you; there-
\ fore the
child to be
born will
be called
holy, the
Son of
God.

And be-
hold, your
kins-
woman
Elizabeth
in her old age has also con-
ceived a son; and this is the
sixth month with her who
was called barren. For with
God nothing will be impos-
sible.” And Mary said,
“Behold, I am the handmaid
of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.”
And the angel departed
from her.

things
just to prove He is
God?

4. Do you consider
yourself either
God’s handmaid,
or servant? When
do you hear either
“handmaid,” or
“servant,” men-
tioned with your
name?

5. Do you say, “yes”
to God?

Next week: The Lord enters Jerusalem for the last time
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Anr\ur\ciaﬂon
Luke 1:24:36

The Conception of Jesus

At that time,

Elizabeth, the wife of
Zachariah conceived, and
for five months she hid
herself, saying, “Thus the
Lord has done to me in
the days when he looked
on me, to take away my
reproach among men.”

In the sixth month the
angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city of Gali-
lee named Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David; and
the virgin’s name was
Mary. And the angel came
to her and said, “Hail, O
full of grace, the Lord is
with you! Blessed are you
among women!” But she
was greatly troubled at
the saying, and consid-
ered in her mind what
sort of greeting this might
be. And the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And be-
hold, you will conceive in

Next week: Entrance into Jerusalem

your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his
name Jesus.

He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the
Most High; and the Lord
God will give to him the
throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the
house of Jacob for ever;
and of his kingdom there
will be no end.”

And Mary
said to the
angel, “How
shall this be,
since I have
known no
man?”

And the an-
gel said to
her, “The
Holy Spirit
will come
upon you,
and the
power of the
Most High

will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be
born will be called holy,
the Son of God.

And behold, your kins-
woman Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived
a son; and this is the sixth
month with her who was
called barren. For with
God nothing will be im-
possible.” And Mary said,
“Behold, I am the hand-
maid of the Lord; let it be
to me
accord-
ing to
your

Focus questions

1. What do you
imagine the pres-
ence of an angel to

be like?

2. Have you ever
thought that
something was
impossible, only
to find that it
wasn’t? Have you
heard of or wit-
nessed a miracle?

3. Does God do im-
possible things
just to prove He is
God?

4. How do you know
when God is
“speaking” to you?

5. We celebrate the
conception of
Jesus, the concep-
tion of St. John
the Baptist, and
the conception of
Mary. What does
this tell you about
the Church’s
viewpoint on
when life begins?
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