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Section

Section

NEW ENGLAND REG ON TEEN SOYO CONSTI TUTI ON

|
1. The Nane

The nane of this organization shall be the New
Engl and Regi on Teen SOYO, hereinafter referred to
as NER Teen SOYO

2. Authority

Thi s organi zation derives its authority to function
by virtue of the consent and bl essings of Hs

Emi nence, the Mdst Reverend Metropolitan and Prinate
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdi ocese of
North America

ARTI CLE

Secti on

Section

Section

1. Purposes

To pronote anong the young peopl e of the New Engl and
Regi on of the Antiochian Othodox Christian

Archdi ocese, hereinafter referred to, respectively,
as the Region and as the Archdi ocese, a conplete
devotion to the Holy Orthodox Church, its Faith,
Canons, and Worshi p.

2. To encourage the young people of the Region to
actively participate in the many functions and
progranms of the Archdi ocese and to pronpte a deeper
under st andi ng of the Holy Orthodox Church

3. To initiate and coordinate the spiritual and
charitabl e works and activities of the youth groups
of the parishes within the Region

ARTI CLE

Secti on

Secti on

1. Jurisdiction

The parish subdivisions of NER Teen SOYO shall be
conpri sed of duly chartered chapters of the nmenber
pari shes of the Region, and they shall correspond
geographically to the regional subdivision of the
Ar chdi ocese,

2. The chartering of the local chapters of the Region
shall be the prerogative of NER Teen Soyo. Chapters

bei ng chartered, however, nust conformto the
provi sions set forth in Article | and Il of the By-
Laws of NER Teen SOYO
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Section

ARTI CLE

Section

Section

Section

ARTI CLE

Section

Section

Section

Secti on

ARTI CLE

Section

3. In fulfilling the purpose set forth in Article IT of
this Constitution, NER Teen SOYO shall exercise
governi ng and advisory authority over the |oca
pari sh Teen SOYO chapters conprising the Region
NER Teen SOYO and the its parish chapters nust
accept and abi de by the provisions of the Region
Constitution and By-Laws as adopted and anended.

IV
1. Menbership

Member ship in NER Teen SOYO shall consist of al
Regi on chapters described in Article IIl, Section 1.

2. Each chapter shall be entitled to six (6) del egates
to the General Assenbly of NER Teen SOYO, incl uding
the officers of NER Teen SOYO

3. Any chapter that, fails to conformto the provisions
of the NER Teen SOYO Constitution and By-Laws as
adopt ed and anended, or is involved in a serious
breach of discipline that retards the progress of
this organi zation and the fulfillment of its
purposes as set forth in Article Il, shall have its
menber shi p suspended in the manner prescribed by
Article IV of the By-Laws.

1. The officers of NER Teen SOYO shall consist of the
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and
Sergeant-at-Arns. The authority and duty of each
shall be as defined in tile Constitution and By-Laws.

2. Each officer shall he an active nenber in good
standi ng of a chapter of the Region, and nust have
been designated as a delegate fromhis chapter to
NER Teen Soyo.

3. Al officers shall be elected at the Annual Cenera
Assenbly of del egates in the manner prescribed by
Article VIIl of the By-Laws, After which they shal
take office and serve for a period of one (1) year,
or until their successor(s) is(are) elected or
i nstall ed.

4. The NER Teen SOYO spiritual advisor shall appoint a
menber of the Laity to serve as Lay Advisor

Vi

1. Administration

There shall be an executive board conposed of the
of ficers of NER Teen SOYO and the presidents of the
Regi on chapters.
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Section 2. The executive board with the advice and consent of
the Advisors as provided in Article V, Sections 4
and 5, shall define the policies and shall have
admini strative authority on all matters involving
NER Teen SOYO The Regi on, however, nay anmend or
rescind any action of the Executive Board at its
Annual General Assenbly or any special neeting
called for the purpose of review of any of its
actions.

Section 3. The interpretation of this Constitution and By-Laws
by the executive board shall be final and binding
unl ess such interpretati on be amended or rescinded
at a subsequent neeting of NER Teen SOYO

Article VII
Section 1. Finance

Each chapter shall pay to NER Teen SOYO before the
conveni ng of the Annual General Assenbly, a fixed
sum This anpbunt may be increased or decreased by
majority vote at any General Assenbly at which a
guorumis present.

Section 2. The contributions of the chapters as outlined in
Section 1 of this Article, together with any other
general contributions shall be deposited in the
nanme of this organization and shall constitute its

general fund.

Section 3. NER Teen SOYO or its Executive Board as defined in
Article VI, Section 1, may institute speci al
projects with the advice and consent of its
Advi sors, for obtaining additional revenues to be
used for designated charitable works in the
fulfillment of its purposes as outlined in Article
Il of this Constitution.

Section 4. Al funds received by this organization from
sources as outlined under the provisions of Section
3 of this Article shall be designated as speci al
funds and their use shall be restricted to the
fulfillment of the specific purpose for which they
were raised.

ARTI CLE VI I

Section 1. Meetings

Regul ar neetings of this organization shall be held

once each cal endar year at a time and pl ace

coinciding with the Region's Parish Life
Conf er ence.
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Section 2. A Speci al meetings of this organization shall be

called by the President upon the request of
two-thirds (2/3) of the chapters or the

unani nous request of the executive board; but
in all events with the advice and consent of
t he advi sors.

The president, when calling a special neeting,
under the provisions of paragraph A of this
Section, shall set the time and place for such
speci al meeting and shall notify all chapters
through their respective Presidents no | ess
thirty (30) days prior to the date set for
such neeting

Section 3. The Executive Board shall neet at |east once each
cal endar year. The President shall advise the
menbers of the Executive Board and Advisors of the
time and place of such neeting at least thirty (30)
days prior to the date of such neeting.

ARTI CLE | X

Section 1. Standing Comittees

St andi ng Conmittees shall be established by the
Presi dent and shall perform such duties as
specified in Article X of the By-Laws.

Section 2. Special Comittees

On the advice of the Executive Board and Advi sors,
the President may create and appoint such Speci al
Conmittee(s) as is deened necessary for any
speci al purpose.

ARTI CLE X

Section 1. Ratification of this Constitution may he had by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Region's del egates
to NER Teen SOYO

ARTI CLE Xl

Anendnents to the Constitution



NEW ENGLAND REG ON TEEN SOYC
BY- LAWG

ARTI CLE | THE REG ON

Section 1. The officers of NER Teen SOYO shall be those as
designated by the Region's Constitution

Section 2. NER Teen SOYO shall hold one regular annual neeting
coinciding with the Region's Parish Life Conference.
Speci al neetings may be called under conditions and
terns provided by the NER Teen SOYO Constitution
Meeti ngs of the NER Teen SOYO executive board shal
be held as often as necessary.

Section 3. NER Teen SOYO shall hold election of officers once a
year at their regular annual neeting. These
officers shall serve one year or until their
successors are duly elected and qualified.

Section 4. The Secretary of NER Teen SOYO shall, within thirty
(30) days, certify to the North Anmerican Council of
Teen SOYO the names and addresses of the officers
elected to serve for the ensuing year together wth
the nane and address of the Region's lay advisor,
spiritual advisor, chapter presidents, regiona
commi ttee chai rnen, and chapter |ay advisors and
spiritual advisors.

Section 5. The NER Teen SOYO President shall submt an annua
witten progress report to the North American
Counci | of Teen SOYO

ARTI CLE I MEMBERSHI P

Section 1. Any person between the ages of thirteen (13) and
ni neteen (19) inclusive, who is a nmenber of good
standing of a church in the Region is eligible for
menbership in their |ocal chapter.

Section 2. Any person between the ages of eighteen (18) and
ni neteen (19) may be a nenber of Teen and/or Seni or
SOYO, but under no circunstances be an officer in
bot h.

ARTI CLE 111 CHARTERI NG OF CHAPTERS

Section 1. The chartering of individual chapters shall be the
prerogative of NER Teen SOYO Al chartered
chapters nust conform however to the provisions of
the Constitution and By-Laws of NER Teen SOYO.
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ARTI CLE IV

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

ARTI CLE V

Section 1.

REGULATI ON OF THE REG ON' S CHAPTERS

Wthin ninety (90) days after the adoption of this
Constitution and By-Laws, the chapters of the Region
shal |l submit copies of their chapter constitutions
and by-laws to the credentials and nenbership
commttees for review. Any provision of the chapter
constitution that does not. conformto the
Constitution and By-Laws of the Region as adopted
shall be returned to the chapter for the anendnent
of that provision(s) to an acceptable form

If a Region chapter is charged by the nenbership and
credential commrittee with a violation of or non-
conpliance with the provisions of the Constitution
and By-Laws, or a serious breach of discipline that
retards the progress of this organization and the
fulfillment of its purposes as set forth in Article
Il of this Constitution as adopted and amended,
shall upon the consideration of NER Teen SOYO at its
regul ar annual or special neeting called for that
purpose, upon a finding that the charges nade are
wel | taken, be given sixty (60) days period in order
to correct the violation of non-conpliance, The
peri od of sixty days shall comence after mailing of
regi stered notice by the Secretary of NER Teen SOYO
to the last reported President and Secretary of the
chapter. |If the offense(s) conplained of have not
been corrected at the conclusion of that period, and
it is so deternined in a neeting of the executive
board held for that purpose, the executive board
shall with the consent and approval of the

spiritual and |ay advisor suspend the chapter

If a chapter is suspended tinder the provisions of
Section 2 of this Article, it may present a witten
application for reinstatement at the next regul ar
annual neeting of NER Teen SOYO at which a quorumis
present. Upon presentation of acceptable evidence
of conpliance or correction of the offence
conpl ai ned of such, the chapter may be reinstated to
full menbership by a majority of nmenbers present.

OFFI CERS AND DUTI ES

President: The President shall preside at al
neetings. He shall performall those duties usually
associated with the office of President and exercise
general supervision of the work and activities of
NER Teen SOYO. He shall issue the call for the
meeti ngs and he shall appoint such committees as may
be deened necessary by the Region
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Section 2.

Section 3.

Secti on 4.

Section 5.

ARTI CLE VI

Section 1.

Vi ce-President: The duties of the Vice-President
shall be to preside in the absence of the Presidenti
The Vi ce-President shall he a menber ex-officio of
all comittees. He shall perform such other duties
as pertain to the office or as assigned to him by
the President or Executive Board

Secretary: The Secretary shall attend all neetings
and keep the nminutes of all neetings, and shall keep
the official copy of the Constitution and By-Laws
current, He shall sign all docunents issued by NER
Teen SOYO when required. He shall assist the
President and the Executive Board in the conduct of
the business affairs of NER Teen SOYO and shal
perform such duties as are specified or inplied in
the Region's Constitution and By-Law, or as may be
assi gned by the Executive Board.

Treasurer: The Treasurer shall receive all funds
paid to NER Teen SOYO and shall deposit sane in the
of ficial depositories as designhated by the Executive
Board. Hi s accounts shall be opened to the

i nspection of the President, the Executive Board,
and any ot her auditors naned by the Executive Board.
He shall nmake a witten report at the Annual Meeting
of NER Teen SOYO and at such other tines as the
Presi dent and Executive Board may require.

Sergeant-ct -Arnms: The Sergeant-at-Arns shal
performthe functions and duties generally
pertaining to a Sergeant-at-Arns at all neetings of
the Executive Board and the neetings of NER Teen
SOYO, Robert's Rules of Order shall be the
parliamentary authority used by himfor all matters
of procedure not specifically covered by the
Constitution and By-Laws of NER Teen SOYO

EXECUTI VE BOARD

The Executive Board as constituted under Article VI,
Section | of the Constitution shall neet at such
times and places as nay be deternmined by a call of
the President, or by witten request of a mgjority
of the nenbers. A witten notice of the time and

pl ace of all neetings shall be mailed to each nenber
by the Secretary not less than thirty (30) days
prior to said neeting.

a. There will be a neeting of the Executive Board
at | east once per year prior to the annua
meeting of NER Teen SOYO The Secretary shal
give at least thirty (30) days witten notice
to all menbers prior to said neeting.
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Section 2. The Executive Board nmay, without neeting together,

transact business by any form of conmmuni cation
directed to themby the President or the Secretary
with the approval of the President, Wen such
transactions invol ve nonies, the sum shall not
exceed $100.00 without the witten approval of the
lay and spiritual advisor. Wen neeting, two-thirds
(2/3) of the executive board nust he present or
consul ted before dealing with official business.

Section 3. Administrative Power of the Executive Board:

a. In addition to the enunerated powers outlined in
the Constitution and By-Laws, including raising
revenues, nmanagenent of the assets and
properties, conmittees, control of Region
chapters, and call of special neetings, the

Executive Board shall executive any nmandate of
NER Teen SOYO.

b. The Executive Board may expend such funds as are
necessary for stationery, stanps and office
supplies to conduct the organization's business.

Section 4. Powers of the Executive Board

a. To initiate notions and resol utions.

b. To authorize the expenditure of nonies in a sum
not to exceed $100. 00

To conduct research and investigations either as
a comrittee of the whole or by special committee
responsi ble to the Board.

d. To consider reports by officers and al
per mnent and special committees.

Section 5. Spiritual Advisor: He shall be appointed by His

Section 6.

Emi nence, the Most Rev. Metropolitan and Primate
of the Antiochian Othodox Christian Archdi ocese of
North Anerica. He shall advise on spiritual matters

at all Executive Board neetings and neetings of NER
Teen SOYO.

Lay Advisor: The lay advisor shall be appointed by
the NER Teen SOYO Advisor. He shall attend al
neetings of the Executive Board and NER Teen SOYO.
Hi s advice shall he sought and respected by the
Presi dent, the Executive Board and NER Teen SOYO in
all matters affecting the welfare of the Region and
the fulfillment of its objectives. Hi s consent
shall be required on all matters where specifically
stipulated in the Constitution and/or By-Laws.
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ARTI CLE VI | VEETI NGS

Section 1. Meetings of this organization or its executive hoard
shall be held in accordance with the provisions of
Article VIII of this Constitution.

Section 2. The President shall be responsible for the preparing
of the agenda for all neetings of the Executive
Board and NER Teen SOYO. In the event of a specia
nmeeting called under the provision of Article VIII
Section 2 of the Constitution, the agenda for the
speci al neeting nust be included with the notice
sent. Business other than that |listed on the agenda
of the special neeting as circulated in an official
noti ce may not introduced during such neeting.

ARTICLE VI 11 NOM NATI ONS AND ELECTI ON OF COFFI CERS

Section 1. The President within thirty (30) days after
installation shall appoint a nominating conmittee to
serve for one year. Menbership of this committee is
restricted to official delegates of the neeting of
NER Teen SOYO at which he/she was elected to office.
The noninating comrittee shall be conposed of three
(3) menbers, one of whom shall serve as chairnman and
shal |l be designated so by the President. The duties
of the committee shall be as follows:

a. To encourage qualified nmenbers to accept
nom nations as candi dates for the office of
President, Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer and Sergeant-at - ar s,

b. To present to the annual neeting of NER Teen
SOYO a list of qualified candidates for the
above-nentioned offices. Candidates subnmtted
by the nomi nating comrittee nust be officia
del egates to NER Teen SOYO and rust be present
at the tine of election. Al nenbers of the
Executive Board shall be considered official
del egates with the right to vote and hold office
whet her or not they are certified as del egates
by NER Teen SOYOQO

Section 2. Additional nom nations for the offices of
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and
Sergeant-at-Arms may be nmade fromthe floor
Candi dates nonminated fromthe floor nust he
official delegates to NER Teen SOYO and rnust be
present at the time of election. Noninations from
the floor nust include infornmation about the
candi dat es.

Section 3. The voting shall be by secret ballot. No delegate



BY- LAWS Page 6

Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

ARTI CLE | X

Section 1.

Section 2

Section 3.

ARTI CLE X

Section 1.

Section 2.

A sinple majority vote of all votes cast shall be
necessary for the election of officers. 1In the
event that any ball ot cast does not show a majority,
the nom nee having the | owest nunmber of ballots
shall be dropped and on succeedi ng ballot(s) the
sane procedure shall be followed until sone nom nee
shal | have received the majority of all votes cast.

Currul ative voting shall not be permtted.

Nom nees not elected for each office shal
automatically have their names placed in nomnation
for the subsequent office to be voted upon unless
such noni nee (s) declines such nom nation

VACANCI ES | N CFFI CE

In the event of a vacancy in the office of the
Presi dent between the annual neeting of NER Teen

SOYO, the Vice-President shall assune the office of
Presi dent and serve out the unexpired term

In the event of a vacancy in any of the other
of fices, the Executive Board shall elect a qualified

nenber to fill the office for the unexpired term and
this person shall be elected fromthe |list of

del egates present at the imedi ately preceding
annual neeting. The Executive Board shall deternine
when a vacancy exists.

In the event of a vacancy in any appointive office,
such vacancy shall be filled by Presidential

appoi ntnent with the approval of the lay and
spiritual advisor

COMMITTEES

There shall be a number of permanent conmmittees
appoi nted by the President. The chairman of each
of these committees shall report to the President

and shall be invited to all neetings of the
Executi ve Board.

Al conmittees shall nake an annual written report
at the annual neeting of NER Teen SOYO
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Section 3: Finance Committee:

4. The President shall appoint a Finance Conmittee
Chai rman who shall conduct the activities of the
conmi ttee.

b. The Committee shall consist of one nenber from
each chapter of the Region

c. The Comittee shall consider the projects for
t he encouragenent of revenues, consider requests
for expenditure of funds, establish m ninmm
reserves for the protection of credit of NER
Teen SOYO and shall serve as Audit Committee as
provi ded under Article Xl of the By-Laws.

Section 4. Menbership and Credential Conmittee

a. The President shall appoint three delegates to
the Menbership and Credential Conmittee.

b. As prescribed in Article IV of the By-Laws, the
Menbershi p and Credential Commttee shall have
the power to exanmine constitutions and
activities of the chapters of the Region and
make recomrendati ons thereon

C. The committee shall formulate accreditation
lists of delegates and shall supervise
enrol | ment of del egates at neetings in
conpliance therewth.

Section 5. Resolutions Conmittee:

The President shall appoint Resol utions

a. )
Conmittee of three del egates and nane the
Chai rman thereof, who shall in turn select a
conpetent Secretary to serve the Conmittee

b. The Conmittee shall screen all anendnents,

notions and resolutions for the proper form
duplications, conflict with prior enactnents
or constitutionality and submt the sane
together with its findings or recomrendati ons
to NER Teen SOYO
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Section 6.

ARTI CLE

Section

Secti on

Secti on

ARTI CLE

Section

Xl

Xl

Committee on Constitution and By-Laws:

4. The President shall appoint a conmittee on
Constitution and By-Laws of as nmany del egates

as he deens necessary, one of who shall he
desi gnat ed as Chai r nan.

b. After having conplied with the provisions of
Article XI of the Constitution, the President
shall then refer the proposed anmendnent or
anendnments to the Conmittee on Constitution
and By-Laws for study.

The Conmittee shall study any proposed
anendnent or anendnents referred to it by the
Presi dent and shall subnit a witten report of
its findings and recommendati ons to the regul ar
neeting of NER Teen SOYO at whi ch such proposa

i s being considered for adoption, in conpliance
with Article XI, Section 5 of the Constitution.

AUDI T OF ACCOUNTS

The finance Conmittee shall audit the books and
accounts of the Treasurer during the annual neeting
of NER Teen SOYO together with the Lay and

Spiritual Advisors.

Al records and funds are to be turned over to the
new y el ected Treasurer at the conclusion of the
audit and a record and report of said audit shall he
submitted to the del egates at the annual neeting.

The President will nmmil to tile Presidents of each of
the chapters a bal ance sheet and statenent of the
recei pts and expenditures of NER Teen SOYO as
approved in final audit by the Finance Conmittee and
Advi sors.

AMENDMENTS TO THE BY- LAWS

By-Laws for the governnent to NER Teen SOYO
consistent with this constitution as adopted and
anended, shall be enacted and nay be anended from
time to tinme, as provided in the foll owi ng sections
of this article, by magjority vote of voting nenbers
present at any regul ar annual neeting of NER Teen
SOYO at which a quorumis present with the advice
and consent of the advisors and the Executive Board.



