Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican, Luke 18:10-14 February 12, 2006
Be Humble Like the Publican Grade: Preschool

Jesus told this story: K . \
“Two men went to pray in the tem- ﬁ-lq R' See

ple. One was a Pharisee, the other
a tax collector. Pharisees thought
they were better than anyone else. 2

People thought tax collectors cheat- y

ed when they collected the taxes. \ | } ﬁ
The Pharisee was proud. He raised

himself up tall when he prayed. \ |
He said, ‘God, I thank you that

I am not like other men who are
thiefs, cheaters, and bullies. I fast
as I should and I give money to the
temple.’

The tax collector’s prayer was very
different. He did not even look up
to heaven, when he prayed. He
was very lowly and humble, and
he spoke quietly. He said, ‘God, be
merciful, and forgiving, as I am a
sinner.’
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Jesus then told the lesson of the sto-
ry. He said, “I tell you, the Pharisee,
the proud one, does not please God.
Now, the tax collector--the one who
was lowly and humble and asked i
for God’s forgiveness--he is the one
who pleases God. Everyone who is

proud and raises himself up, God 3
will make humble and low. And the
one who is lowly and humble, God

will raise up.”

-
O ST FA X) A
el .::? :a:‘:o:&:ﬁ‘s‘.'.'.u NI

1. People can talk with their bodies.

2. In the picture, both men are worshiping God. One is standing and the other is doing a prostration.

3. The standing man bragged about how good he was. Listen to this sentence: “The Pharisee was proud.”
What word means he bragged about himself?

4. The second man was not proud. He showed this by a prostration.

5. We are not to think we are better than anyone else. God wants us to be like the second man.
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Be Humble Like the Publican

Jesus told this story:

“Two men went to pray in the tem-
ple. One was a Pharisee, the other a
tax collector. Pharisees thought they
were better than anyone else. People
thought tax collectors cheated when
they collected the taxes.

The Pharisee was proud. He raised
himself up tall when he prayed. He
said, ‘God, I thank you that I am not
like other men who are thiefs, cheat-
ers, and bullies. I fast as I should and
I give money to the temple.’

The tax collector’s prayer was very
different. He did not even look up
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to heaven, when he prayed. He
was very lowly and humble, and
he spoke quietly. He said, ‘God, be
merciful, and forgiving, as [ am a
sinner.’

Jesus then told the lesson of the
story. He said, “I tell you, the Phari-
see, the proud one, does not please
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God. Now, the tax collector--the

one who was lowly and humble and
asked for God’s forgiveness--he is
the one who pleases God. Everyone
who is proud and raises himself up,
God will make humble and low. And
the one who is lowly and humble,
God will raise up.”

1. How many people are in the story Jesus told?

2. They show how they feel before God by their
bodies. In the picture, one is standing and the other
is doing a prostration. We do prostrations to show
that we are not proud, but humble.

3. The standing man bragged about how good he
was. Listen to this sentence: “The Pharisee was
proud.” What word means he bragged?
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4. The second man spoke quietly and did not
brag. Listen to this sentence: “He was very lowly
and humble.” What two words tell us he did not
brag?

5. We are not to think we are better than anyone
else. Which man does God want us to imitate, the
one who is standing and proud, or the one that is
lowly and humble?
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The Pharisee and the Publican Grades: 3-5

The Lord spoke this
parable:

“Two men went into the tem-
ple to pray, one a Phari-
see, and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee
stood and prayed thus
with himself, ‘God, 1
thank thee that I am not
like other men, extor-
tioners, unjust, adulter-
ers, or even like this tax
collector. I fast twice a
week, I give tithes of all
that I get.’

But the tax collector,
standing far off, would
not even lift up his eyes
to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me a sin-
ner!’

I tell you, this man
went down to his house
justified rather than the
other; for every one
who exalts himself will
be humbled, but he
who humbles himself will be

exalted.”
1.Take a minute to describe member would say the publi- about the idea of an ideal
what you think an ideal can’s prayer or the Pharisee’s member of a parish?
member or your parish would prayer? Why? 5. What kind of prayer would
be like. Ask your priest to de- 3. How would you feel if you you like to say? Why?
scribe what he thinks an ideal heard this person saying the 6. What would your prayer tell
new member of your parish other prayer? Why would you God about who you are?
would be like. feel that way?

2. Do you think this ideal 4. What does this gospel say




“Two men went
into the temple to
pray, one a Phari-
see, and the other a
tax collector. The
Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, 1
thank thee that I
am not like other
men, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers,
or even like this
tax collector. I fast
twice a week, |
give tithes of all
that I get.’

But the tax col-
lector, standing
far off, would not
even lift up his
eyes to heaven,
but beat his breast,
saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me a
sinner!” I tell you,
this man went
down to his house

justified rather :
than the other: for 4. Why do you think we fast?

every one who 5. What prayer dqes the Public%m say?

exalts himself will 6. Why do you t.hll‘lk he says this prayer?

be humbled, but 7. Do we say this prayer regularly?

8. Why do you think we say it?

9. Do you think this prayer and fasting contradict
each other or compliment each other? Why?

he who humbles
himself will be
exalted.”
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The Pharisee and the Publican Grade: High School

The Lord spoke this parable:

“Two men went into the
temple to pray, one a
Pharisee, and the other a
tax collector. The Pharisee
stood and prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, I thank thee
that I am not like other men,
extortioners, unjust, adulter-
ers, or even like this tax col-
lector. I fast twice a week, I
give tithes of all that I get.’

But the tax collector, stand-
ing far off, would not even
lift up his eyes to heaven,
but beat his breast, saying,
‘God, be merciful to me a
sinner!’

I tell you, this man went
down to his house justified
rather than the other; for
every one who exalts him-
self will be humbled, but he
who humbles himself will
be exalted.”

. Where was the Pharisee standing?
. What does this tell us about him?

1
2
3. What was his prayer?

4. How is the way he is standing related to his prayer?

5. Why would standing by himself to pray be a negative thing to do?
6. Where is the Publican standing?

7. What does this tell us about him?

8. How is this related to his prayer?

9. Why is the way he is standing better than the way the Pharisee is
standing?

10. What does this suggest about prayer? Is how or where we stand
to pray important? Why or why not?




