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are not available as yet nor is the amount of
The State Of the_ profit for the festival. yFather discussed tithing
St. AnthOny Parish and asked that all parishioners, “don’t go cheap
on the church”. Giving should be proportionate
On Sunday, December 3, St. Anthony Orthodox and parishioners should use their heads when
Church held its annual meeting in the Fellowship donating. One problem that Father Joe did dis-

Hall. The pastor, the V. Rev. Joseph J. Allen deliverec cuss was that of storage, which seems to be procreating
his annual state of the parish address. Fr. Joseph diin the larger storage areas that were created bgxhe
cussed how St. Anthony parish is the prototype of ¢ pansion of the north complex. The storage problem has
pan-Orthodox parish working dynamically with many now shifted from the church school to the new storage
ethnic groups as parishioners_ The pastor asked, “D rooms which are now a mess. As a solution, each festi-
we see the gift given to us?” He believes we do but we val booth will have a locked area only accessible to the
must take this pan-Orthodoxy into the future. No one booth chair and with limited space so that unusable
asks our ethnicity as we are joined by our faith and th¢items will not be stored. Since True Vine is a valued
forthcoming Golden Jubilee celebration is a testamen source of regular income and their agreement with St.
to the love of the Orthodox faith. Anthony entitles them to some storage space they will
be accommodated. Father mentioned the possibility of
Anne Shagoury and Jim Watkins are directing the building extra storage space outside and that the pur-
many committees working diligently in preparation for chasing of booth tables for early set-up would be con-
the culmination weekend in which the parish will be sidered.
host to many visitors not only from within the parish
and the archdiocese but from the surrounding commu Father Joseph closed his remarks by encouraging the
nities as well. A number of items will be available as Parishioners to “let us not forget our identity in Christ.
commemorative pieces of this very historic occasion ir Appreciate this gift.”

the life of St. Anthony Orthodox Church. The church _ _ _
school is producing a  The Parish Council president, Ellen Thomsen, gave a

calendar, the choir is report that included the fact that the parish will be end-
recording a CD, a ing the year in the black. This was very good news to
dedication wall will all in attendance. Ms. Thomsen gave the slate of names
be erected and a the O be voted upon for parish council membership which
souvenir ad journal, included: James Vagias, Lisa Fares, Barbara Lockhart
chaired by Ed Assile and Cathy Banu. All were elected to a 3 year term

and Jim Bach, will be  €ach.

published and distrib- , . :
uted the evening of The treasurer’s report was given by Chris Takla who

the gala banquet. reiterated that the parish is doing a bit better finan-
cially. Anyone interested in seeing the financial report
Fr. Joseph thanked all Should contact Chris for a copy.

those who participate in the internal life of the padsh (Continued on page 11)
without their efforts St. Anthony would not be as strong
and healthy as it is today. Father noted that the churdiThis newsletter is published every two months, exclufling
school and teen SOYO are the future of Orthodoxy irfsummer months, by the Public Relations Ministry team of
America and both groups are growing and thriving to Arleng Assile, Carol 'Giffen, and Joanne Hakim.. The
insure a healthy parish for years to come. Hall restal i|deadline for the next issue Eebruary 4, 2007. This

expected to be profitable for 2006 but the final numbers ”hewgeuer is named after our patron saint, St. Anthony of
the Desert.
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Baby Steps for Grown Up Folks
By Robin Robinson

| missed the deadline on this article because I've beegging with how to approach a topic that once mentiohed,
makes women weep, men gnash their teeth and causeerchddiee to the comfort and succor of their mot}fr’s
arms in the back of the church. Worse, the subject tsr®worn, so overwrought, so “expected” that we insgnc-
tively employ the most effective defense our species hag ifatle of unpleasant conversation: we adroitly, iffpo-
litely, shut down. We refuse to listen to one syllable maeethrow up our metaphorical hands and
silently chant the drone, “Oh, give me a break” over and agam until it drowns out the offend “"'/“ SN
speech. Get ready to toss this paper to the floor and turneugotbme on the TV, ‘cause her ( i
comes: it's about money, your money and I'm here to not onlyfasik, but make the argume
why you should give umoreof it freely to your church. Money. Money, money, monewe3hore
money. Are you still there?
First a few qualifications: if you're on a fixed incomey@u are in college or still in high school; if you are out pf a
job or in between jobs, you are exempt from this subject mattewould be wonderful to have more of yqur
money, but there will be no pressure on you to do so. But readaaudsewe’re going to need your moral support
in this. For everyone else, working hourly or on salary; own yeaur lbusiness or working for others; blue coljar,

white collar, no collar, buttoned-down or laced up: this of@’sis. You've heard others speak on this: there pave
been pleadings, there have been lectures, there have lraagues and arguments, requests and Biblical ]:efer-

ences, polite justification and guilt trips. It's come frome pulpit, through letters, in the Fellowship Hall aiadv
on the web. Sometimes it works, but it doesn't last long, usec# always must be repeated. So I'm going t@ try
something different, straight talk because we’re all aduisvee’re all intelligent and everyone needs to makg up
their mind in their own way once the facts are in.

The next time you are in the church, take a moment toitallein: the building, the dome, the windows and wdlls,

the icons, the altar, the pews, the narthex and burrindle€s. Listen to the chanting of the priest and deacof, the
jangle of the censer and smell of incense, the musieeottoir. When you are having coffee later, take in thq ha

itself, the carpet, the kitchen, the stage, the tableschairs; feel the warmth or coolness of the aterliso the
hum of voices, the squeal of children and babies, the clangiogffee pots and the distinct voices that rise apove
the din. Now, close your eyes, and if possible, plug up your edrsviaatt is there? Nothing. Just dark and ggiet.
Nothing. Now, how far do you think St. Anthony’s is from natd® Not as far as you might want.

Turn off the sirens. We're not broke, the bank is not for@ajoand the sheriff is not boarding up the doors. We're
holding our own and that’s the problem. Costs are rising,de@punty is the sixth most expensive place to}live
the US and every household and homeowner knows that if youldorgtin more to cover the costs and savq for
emergencies, you're playing the odds. St. Anthony’s populatiahasbreak-even point, with the influx of new pa-
rishioners at the same rate as those leaving. Bugradwing majority of our existing population is moving past their
prime earning years and not enough young and new parishionersnairgy in to take up the slack in contributigns
that this demographic shift has caused. | invite eacdopewho has doubts to come to a Parish Council megting,
where the financial report is gone over monthly with@esness and concern.

We have many minds and many hands involved, and as a pagigh, some up with nhumerous ways to creatijely
save money and to create revenue. The rental of the hagd| ur social groups do reasonably well in fund raiping
with different events. The International Festival remmeour largest fund raising effort of the year, and it ia
successful. We've re-financed the mortgage, creatdrbagsbuildings and grounds process that balances mpinte-
nance with frugality and we have a capable team of panists who professionally work in finance, engineefing
_and law at the helm of our parish finances. We've beersddewith a financially astute pastor. But

% "2\ when the balance sheet is finally drawn at the erehoh month, the single most important finangial
( V. contribution that keeps the lights on and this church atikegthing and robust, is you. Your mongy,
' @%ﬁ your individual, weekly contribution. There it is again, | sididYour money.

A wonderful, important event happened in the life our archdeeefew decades back, when I;he
influx of almost 2,000 Protestant converts gave a new, fresdth of vigor and strength to our faith. In his wisdpm

(Continued on page J)
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(Continued from page 2)
Metropolitan PHILIP, whose ultimate vision is one unifiedodox faith, threw open the doors of our churches to
these spiritual pilgrims and the energy and ideas thatifeight with them. One of these is the tradition of itiee t
(ouch!) at a rate of 10% of income. Tithing, how “un-orthode@specially to us “cradle” Orthodox whose parents
and grand-parents set the foundations of our faith in thistrgouBut this may be showing us the way of the future if
we can overcome some of our cultural pre-conceptions. And if ytmgkéng for proof in how successful this type
of giving can be to the life of a religious body, look no furthantthe health and strength of the evangelical Chris-
tian movement that is sweeping through this country. hesfastest growing segment of Christianity in the White
States, and the majority of these churches practiceditBefore you turn red and explode with cries of “apostasy”,
“villain” and “traitor”, take a moment to think 25 years atheli we keep our contributions at the same rate of |sub-
jective giving, and the other group keeps the same rate of 10agerearner, even if the growth rates are the same
but both are subject to the financial pressures of rising,cobts do you think will last the day? Who, when they
close their eyes and plug their ears in the middle of tieirch service, will open them and find it not only still
there, but thriving? Let us not be dire, let us not be darlkegative or pessimistic or hopeless. But let us truly un-
derstand what is real, what is necessary and what oustegs have to be.

But we cannot rush into this, and our wonderful, self-deprecikeggis that Orthodox Christians have never rushed
to anything, including Liturgy on Sunday. So let us proceed wighbarby step. Ten percent? Let’s start with 2 %2%:
one hour’'s wage per week as our offering to our church. To héde gou, we've created the aC s,
companying chart. On Outreach Sunday in January 2007, let ug plieelgnour's wage of what m%\

earn to keep the body of Christ in our parish body. This is tewasdship, this is our outreach
our spiritual future. As we celebrate the first 50 yearsyde¢nsure St. Anthony’s has fifty more

come. Q\igjw

\ (A

B YRR

One Hour Per Week = 2 ¥, % of Your Income

Income Yearly Donation Weekly Donation
$25,000 $625 $12
$50,000 $1,250 $24
$75,000 $1,875 $36
$100,000 $2,500 $48
$125,000 $3,125 $60
$150,000 $3,750 $72
$175,000 $4,375 $84
$200,000 $5,000 $96
$225,000 $5,625 $108
$250,000 $6,250 $120
$270,000 $6,875 $132
$300,000 $7,500 $144
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Creative Arts Festival Kick-Off

anuary 21, 2007 will be the kickoff for the Arch-
diocese’s 2007 Creative Festivals. “...Building up
the Body of Christ; until we all come to the unity
of faith.” (Ephesians 4:12-13) is the basis for this
year’s entries.

This year’s theme is about thBddy of Christ” and the

“Unity of Faith.” The phrase “Body of Christ” does not mean
Christ's actual arms, legs, hands, feet, stomach, or chest, in-
stead St. Paul uses this phrase to talk about all the people wi
are baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God who died on the Cross and rose from the dead to|
save us from sin and give us eternal life. The phrase “Unity o
Faith” means everyone is united in the same faith, the same
belief, the same purpose for coming together. For us, mem-
bers of the Antiochian Orthodox Church in America, this is
especially important because of our plans to work together
with all the clergy and laity in harmony toward one Orthodox
Church on the North American continent.

The theme will be presented on Sunday, January 21, for all t
Church School students and Teens of the parish. It will be
presented again on Sunday, Janualyf28those who were
unable to attend the first lesson. The Teens will also have a
Koinonia session sometime in January to learn and discuss t
topic as it pertains to the growing and joining together of all
Orthodox people and churches throughout America. The
Creative Festivals include Writing, Poetry, Art, and Photogra-
phy. Oratorical presentations also are based on this tigime.
parents are asked to encourage their children to partici-

pate in the Creative Festivals as well as helping their chil-
dren prepare for these festivals. In December a letter was
mailed to all Church School parents with topic information as
well as a calendar of activity dates. Information is also postec
on the downstairs Church School bulletin board. Finally, topig
information is also available on the Archdiocese web site, at
http://www.antiochian.org/1157413441 or follow the links to

Jubilee Weekend
June 1-3, 2007

Jubilee Weekend is the

culmination of the 50 years of St.

Anthony history in which the

Almighty God has blessed our parish. During t
weekend, besides the parish’s Golden Jubilee
Father Joseph will be celebrating hi"4@ar in
the Holy Priesthood and his®2§ear as North
American Chaplain of The Order of St. Ignatiu
of Antioch. Thus the St. Anthony family will be
welcoming guests from the Archdiocese Boarg
Trustees, area clergy and representatives frong
The Order of St. Ignatius.

Friday, June 1, 2007 Family and Friends Night
at the Church Hall. On this evening the time

capsule which was placed in the ceiling ten ye
ago will be lowered. Adults $15.00. Children 61
$7.50. Children under 6 - Free.

Saturday, June 2, 2007Jubilee Grand Banquet
at The Clinton Inn, Tenafly, NJ. Adults $125.0(
(with open bar), Teen SOYO - TBA

Sunday, June 3, 2007/Hierarchical Liturgy with
Jubilee Brunch. Adults $10.00; Children betwe
6 - 12 $5.00; Children under 6 - Free

the Christian Education Department.

Outreach Sunday

On Sunday, January 14, 2007, the St. Anthony parish family will celebrate its Patronal Feiastdyer
of Saint Anthony during this our Golden Jubilee year. This day is also Outreach Sunday besaise t
same day the parish celebrates it communal life together and members are detpuesommit
themselves to Christ and His Church. In preparation for this day, the ministry teaewfardship has

mailed pledge cards to each home and every family is asked to return them to ChurcleachCaiinday.
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These cards will be collected and then “liturgically offered” at the Alidr &vspecial prayer for this day of
recommitment. The Saint Anthony Fellowship will sponsor a special meal ilralydollowing Divine
Liturgy at which the Blessing of the Five Loaves, the Artoclasia, will takesplac
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St. Anthony Parishioner ere saving
Becomes An American Citizen took me three
to six months
to get the idea
of how to
speak in Eng-
lish. |1 needed
the courage to

Florentina Ungureanu, now known as Florentina Galla, we
sworn in as an American Citizen on October 20, 2006. Gal
is a shortened version of Florentina’s maiden name.

Florentina was born in Romania and lived in an orphanage open my
the mountains of Romania until the age of four whenvgae mouth.” Flor-
adopted by Miudora and Gheorghe Galatanu. They raised t entina first
and gave her moral values. Life was hard, but she is ve went to the
thankful to them. Unfortunately, Gheorghe passed away la Adult School
fall. at a high school and learned about American History not Eng-

lish. She needed to learn to speak English, so she waosent t
in the United States. Children go to school and when the Bergen Community College. There she learned to speak Eng-

reach 18 they go to work and get paid just enough to buy foc Lsyf;]iir:iiststarted taking classes to become licensed asialD
and shelter for the month. People had to be very carethl wi '
their earnings to make sure they had enough to survive fro Having already been a dental hygienist in Romania, Florentina
week to week. There wasn't any extra money to buy clothe took her papers to the World Trade Educational Program to
or a car. Even if someone had enough money to buy the see what credits might be given toward her license. Vghide
things, the merchandise was not available in the markets. was doing this she took a class a week to prepare for the
matter for what job a person was trained for, a dentist, a do boards to be a Dental Assistant. After completing this course
tor, or a teacher, everyone received the same salary. Con of study Florentina attended classes to become licensad as
quently, there was very little incentive to work hard antl ge dental hygienist. Some classes were waived but she still had to
ahead. take many classes here in the U.S. in order to be certified.

Life in Romania was very different that Florentina’s Ifere

Early marriages are very common in Romania. Florentin After only a year, Florentina went to work as a dental assistant
married at the age of 19 and had a son, Adrian. In 1993 Flcin order to support herself and her son. Florentina said, “My
entina came to visit the United States and decidedthimt English was still not good, but | learned to speak English
was the place she wanted to raise her son. She returned more confidently as | worked with the people in the denstist’

1996 in order E— to have a better office.” Florentina further explained, “In America youvka

life and give her son a better more opportunities to advance. You get paid for what you do.
future. She was able to do | am applying now to be a teacher in the dental hygienist pro-
this through the help of her gram, and infact taught my first class at the end of November.
birth  mother Flora and her | have also completed a Bachelors Degree in Holistic Medi-

stepfather “With the help of God and John.  Floren- cine. When my husband and | were married in Romania for

tina basically praying, anything is left everything almost 8 to 10 years we could not even afford a car. Now |

there in Ro- mania:. her have a new car and an old car. | went to school. | have a job
house, he possible’ school, her and Ifinally can afford those things.”

_ﬁ)_ﬁ;entshoragf n?::] Z%SVZ?E?' It_t(_)ok4 Y years for Flore_nti nato get her green c_ard as itwas
m e n t (Communist) difficult to prove her blologlcall mother was . indeed her
would  not allow Floren. Mother. There were problems with the Romanian Consulate

tina to comehere witm==—hothher son and her hus for they did not want to renew her Romanian passport. At this
band at that time so her husband planned to come later 'I:I point Florentina decided she wanted to become an American

however. did not work out. and Florentina was eventuall citizen no matter what. She wanted to vote, to travel with no
divorced from her husband. She arrived in the country at tr Festrictions, and to have the opportunity to improve her life.

age of 27 with her 7 year old son determined to make a bet She was highly motivated. In order to get her Americain Cit
life. zenship she studied 98 questions from the internet befere sh

took the test.
When asked how difficult it was for her and Adrian tortea
English, Florentina responded, “Adrian found it easier be
cause he was mingling with the children in the schoal an
playing outside. For me it was harder because of my age.
was inhibited by the fact my words and pronunciation migh
not sound right. | would say things wrong. | watched man' (Continued on page 6)
movies, CNN, anything that gave me an idea of what the

Florentina was relieved when she finally became an American
citizen. She had made it after 10 years of hard work. She said,
“It was not easy to come here for a better life. Some peopl
think it is, but it isn’'t. You have to be very brave. Many peo-
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(Continued from page 5) Whe re IS G Odl)

ple give up. They quit. For me it was a struggle to do bette ]
for myself and for my son. | proved to myself that | could dc By Rose Robinsorfrom her homily delivered during
it, even though my adoptive parents were not sure | could.” Youth Month in October)

When asked why she chose St. Anthony’s as her church, FlcWe see pictures of orphaned African children with thegy bi
entina responded, “It is an Orthodox Church. It is a small fan sad eyes standing in some desolate place. Tragic events like 9-
ily oriented church. It is my church, and | like it. Peopte a 11 happen or a tsunami wracks the coasts of poor villages or
very friendly and hospitable. They made me feel at home. we hear of a genocide that is taking place. Even something
need the church. Without faith in God | would not have gotte closer to home, like a school shooting a hit and run, some-
so far.” She also said the mixture of cultures helped hething that hits lives hard, is devastating, shocking.

choose St. Anthony's as her parish. She said, “I like dbé f
that St. Anthony’s worships in English and not in other la
guages. | can understand it.”

Have you ever asked your self why? Have you ever asked
yourself where is God? Perhaps that answer is igabpel

we heard today. (Parable of the Seeds- Luke 8:5-15) There are
“With the help of God and praying, anything is possible. people who hear the word of God, but when they are tempted
pray here at St. Anthony's and at home. | always pray ar and stray from their faith they demand to know where is God?
thank God for his help. Without his help and the people helf They believe He is gone and curse Him. These seeds have
ing me, | would not have had such success. With God's he been strewn on the path and picked up by the birds. There ar
you can do anything you want to do. | believe you can.” people who hear the word of God but when they are tried and
tested in their faith they ask, where is God? They ctamtt

Him, they think He has abandoned them, one prayer isn't an
swered and they stop believing. These seeds have fallen on the
rocks. There are people who hear the word of God but are too
busy with the materialistic things in life and don’t even bother
to ask, where is God? They are too caught up in themselves.
These seeds have fallen among the thorns.

We, at St. Anthony, are very proud of Florentina and are dt
lighted that she is such a hard working, assertive woman w|
wanted to better her life. She not only has betteredifeer |
and Adrian’s but the St. Anthony parish is blessed to have h
as such a helpful and dutiful parishioner. Congratulation
Florentina on a job exceptionally well done!

But then there are the people who hear the word of God, who
have opened themselves up to it and when a disaster strikes
there is no question, where is God? They know he is still there
and has always been there. Still with them, always thém.
They are the seeds that landed in the fertile soil aed.g
There is genocide going on in Africa. Right now as | speak
there are people dying, children starving and traumatized.
When we see something like that, no matter how strong your
faith is, maybe just a flitter of a thought goes throughryo
mind, where is God in all of this? In my mind it does. How
could God let this happen?

When questions like that come to my mind, | know thatill st
have more to learn and more to grow in my faith. | have yet to

Choir and Chanter fully open myself up to the word of God, have yet to allow the
g seeds to grow deeply within me and take root. Where is God?
AppreC|at|0n Well, its not a question of where God is, because ifgmen

yourself up to the word of God and take it in as the Bible says,
Metropolitan PHILIP proclaimed Sunday, December 10, 2006vith a good and obedient heart, then there should be no ques-
as a day to honor the choirs and chanters throughout the Arctien at all.
diocese. He said, “During this joyous season we want to take
time from our busy schedules to honor the choir andtet&n
of our parishes. While they are faithful each and every Sup-
day, feast day, sacrament and other services during the ye
all too often, we take them for granted. Therefore, today is tf

time to thank them for their dedication and service to th EUCharistic Offering Book

church.” A special cake inscribedVhen You Sing, You Pray ‘g .
Twice] was served at St. Anthony’s in recognition of all the The new pages for the Eucharistic Offering Book

work and dedication given by the choir members and chantd for 2007 are r_eady to receive the names O_f |0Ve_j
who are directed by Stratos Mandalakis. Tamara Tarbyeis t| ones, both living and departed. Do not wait to sign

assistant choir director. God grant all these wonderful peop up for the dates which are important to your family.
MANY YEARS!
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Church School

The Church School would like to rec-
ognize and thank the following parish-
ioners who help to the children carry
}t, g out the holiday traditions at St. An-
thony’s:

Thank you toDavid Sahadi for taking the annual
church school photo.

Humanitarian projects: Thanks to gHrishioners who
contributed to the Archdiocesan Fall Canned Food
Drive. Special thanks tBarry Matarangas for col-
lecting and weighing food and bringing it to the Center
for Food Action. Thank you t€indy and John Mi-

tros who collected and delivered toys and other Christ-
mas wishes to needy local children.

Thanks to the teens, teen parents and teen advis

Festival 2006

Can you believe that the festival has come and gone already?
All that preparation and hustle and bustle certainly paid off
to help to keep the St. Anthony roof up and leak proof! The
profit from this concerted effort will be in the vicinityf
$42,000. The over 100 festival workers were treated to a
thank you and culmination party prepared by the resident St
Anthony chef, George Mavropoulos, on behalf of Lois Dedes
and John Gakos, co-chairs. Congratulations to Lois and John
for spearheading this wonderful effort which they did so ef-
fortlessly! Now is the time to be thinking of festival 2007!
Save the Christmas presents that you cannot use. ®hiace
supply of donated items gets smaller and smaller each year
all donated new items are most welcome. Save the dates:
November 8, 9, and 10 2007.

or

Cathy Giffen for the delicious pastitsio, prepared by
Claudia and Jim Bogris, setting up, decorating and
cleaning up for the annual St. Nicholas dinner. Thank{
to church school parents for desserts andabhy
Yern for helping. We all enjoyed listening to Chris
Mandalakis’ band. Thank you, Chris.

Thanks toBarbara Lockhart andTamara Tarby for
directing the annual St. AnthonyGhristmas program,
Yolka: a potpourri of songs & readings, skits, & poems|
featuring these 14 studentlex and Janine Bogris
Jackie andAllie Carter, Kathryn Mandalakis , John,
Daniel andVictoria Thomas, Nicholas Thomsenand
Lauren andStephanie Tweel Stratos Mandalakis is
the musical director. Thank you to accomparidk
chael Wada

Thank you toRena Christie for selecting, wrapping
and labeling Church school Christmas presents. Than

We are pleased to a}-
nounce the long awaited
theme for our 50th Anng
versary, suggested by
Drew Deraney:

| Drum Roll,
Please!

“Remembering Our Past, Build-
ing Our Future”

you toCindy PaspalasandTeresa Thomasfor help-

ing the children make beautiful Christmas ornaments.
Thank you to the students and teens who participatet
in the annual Christmas Tableau.

Thanks to guest speake&sminarian Daniel Bethan-
court and parishionerdlihaela Leonida and Dimi
Gebhard for their presentations on saints to church
school classes in recognition of the Eve of All Saint’s
Day (Halloween).

Students are reminded that that valentines can be sent to eac
other on Valentine’'s Day in February. A mail-

box to collect them will be displayed in the

church school.

Students are reminded to use their steward-
ship envelopes for their offerings every Sun-
day. Each student has a box for 2007.

Antiochian Village Camp

Applications for summer camp are available in
January and the sessions fill up fast. Check the
Antiochian Village web site for camp session dates
and applications. This site on the internet is at
http://www/antiochianvillage.org/camp/.
Applications will be available on line. Information
will also be available iThe Wordmagazine. Also
scheduled at the Antiochian Village for 2007 are
Winter Camp Sessions, January 12-
15, 2007 and February 16-19, 2007.
Family Camping weekends will also
be scheduled. Check the Village web
site for more information.
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birth. At this time babies are presented to God to serve

DO YOU KNOW Him and His Holy Church.
ABOUT THESE Saint Simeon and Saint Anna were there at the time of
FEAST DAYS? Jesus’ presentation. Simeon was so happy when he held

baby Jesus in his arms. He praised God saying, "Lord,

Throughout the year Orthodox now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,

Christians celebrate twelve major According to Your word. For my eyes have seen Your
feast days, plus the Feast of feasts, salvation which. you ha\{e prepareq before the fag:e of

Easter. In this column a brief explanation of these all peoples, A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles,
special days will be given. Please refer to the St. and the glory of Your people Israel.” Simeon said he
Anthony parish web site at could now die in peace. He had seen the Savior. Anna,

www.stanthonysorthodox.org to view an icon and read & Very old widow, was also very happy when she saw
the lyrics to the hymn for this special celebration. Jesus. Read the story of the Presentation of Jesus to the

] Temple in Luke 2:25-38.
Epiphany January 6

The Baptism of Christ, which is also called Epiphany
or Theophany, is celebrated on January 6. Originally
the Feast of Epiphany also included the celebration o,
Christ’s birth; the visit of the wise men and Christ’'s L. .
presentation to the temple. It was not until thecén-  Teen SOYO Activities Durlng
tury that the Church decided to separate these fea

days. The baptism of Christ and the birth of Christ weresNovernber and December
celebrated together because they shared the sam
meaning: God revealing Himself, once as a child, and

once at His baptism. I l _ , _
November the teens assisted in various

Today the Baptism of Christ by John the Baptist, in the pjaces during the festival especially bussing tables and
River Jorda_n is cel_ebrated on January 6. The Mairhelping in the kitchen. The teens worked in many
feature of this feast is the Great Blessing of Walee  oqths but the favorite, as always, was the Children’s
priest blesses the water in a special service at thefen gyt Many thanks tdheresa Thomasfor employ-
Divine Liturgy. Special hymns are sung including jhg the teens during the festival. The teens not only
hymns which are heard at Baptisms. After the serviceyork hard before, during, and after the festival, they
the priest sprinkles all the people in the church with |eam how to work as a team. This skill and form of co-
blessed water and offers water, the symbol of life, 10 gperation is especially valued by their parents and advi-
the faithful in containers to take home to bless theirgors The Sunday before Thanksgiving the annual tur-
homes or to save for times of trouble and illness. key raffle was held and the profits from this fundraiser
. . . _.are being used to help pay for a portion of the cost of
The Feast of the Baptism of Christ celebrates the flrstthe Teen tickets to the Golden Jubilee banquet. Many

appearance of the Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy . C . )
Spirit. In Greek, Theophangneans "the appearance of fﬁg?ﬁz iﬁcr:lgSLG'ﬁen andVirginia Hakim for donat

God" and_Epiphanyneans "to show" or make happen.
Since God appeared in the form of the Holy Trinity on
Christ’'s Baptism Day, this is also called Epiphany or
Theophany.

In December theCarter's graciously invited the teens
and their parents a beautiful Christmas party. The food
was wonderful and the games played a lot of fun.. All
. . who attended had a great time. Decembewas the
Presentation of Christ To the Temple — annual St. Nicholas Dinner, which is co-sponsored by
February the Church School. Afterwards the teens slept in the
) ) church for a lock-in and movie night. The annual tradi-
The Feast of the Presentation of Christ to the Templ&jon of the teens narrating the Christmas Tableau on

takes place forty days after His birth. According 10 chyristmas Eve was the culmination of a joyous Advent
Jewish law, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to theeason

temple forty days after his birth, just as parents bring
their infants to be "churched" forty days after their
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Milestones

Congratulations:

Congratulations to Florentina Ungureanu who became an AmericaarGith October 20, 2006. She will now go by the name
Florentina Galla.

Congratulations to Regina Sahadi who won the Grand 50/50 at our Golden Jubilee Festival. Regina’stbiegpeookeds was
$6,500.00.

Congratulations to Florentina Galla and Melissa and DeBenedetto eshthe' Teen SOYO Turkey Raffle on November 21,
2006.

Memory Eternal:

Condolences to the family of Peter Kasturas departed this life on ©@2®b2006. Peter was the husband of Rita and father of
John and Dean. Peter and Rita are longtime parishioners.

Condolences to the family of Madeline Ribustello departed this litdawe mber 25, 2006.
Madeline was the mother of Autilia McGovern, Joanne Snider, Derabg 8hd Donna
Paolini. Madeline was a longtime parishioner.

Coffee Hour Schedule

January

7 Volunteers Needed
;i g_ugre?clr SFund{:IIy If you want to volunteer to sponsor a
ibustello Family .
28 Volunteers Needed _Coffee Ho_ur you may sign up on Fhe chart
in the Parish Hall or call Sandy Eliopoulos
February or Barbara DiNovi.

4 Volunteers Needed _ _
11 Volunteers Needed Their telephone numbers are in our church
18 Volunteers Needed book
25 Volunteers Needed '
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January
January 6 Feast Day of Theophany (Epiphany)
January 7 Celebration of the Feast Day of Theophany at Liturgy; Church School 10:00 AM
January 9 Parish Council Meeting 8:00 PM
January 14 Outreach Sunday; Church School 10:00 AM
January 13 Teen SOYO Skiing at Camp Gaw
January 21 Introduction to Creative Festivals Theme and Writing Workshoisfades 1-7
(Teens are invited to participate also) Church School 10:00 AM
January 26 Teen SOYO Koinonia Session at the Tweel’s home
January 28 Writing Workshop; Church School 10:00 AM
February
February 2 Feast Day of the Presentation of Christ to the Temple
(Celebration February 1, Thursday Night Liturgy)
February 4 Art Workshop; Church School 10:00 AM
Teen SOYO Ice Skating at Bear Mountain
February 6 Parish Council Meeting 8:00 PM
February 11 Art Workshop; Church School 10:00 AM
February 16 Rehearsal for Recording of Choir CD 7-10 PM; Teen SOYO Koinonia Ses;s
February 17 Choir CD Recording 10:00 AM; Mardi Gras 7:00 PM
February 19 Lent Begins
February 21 Presanctified Liturgy 7:00 PM
February 23 Akathist Service 7:30 PM
February 25 Orthodoxy Sunday; Photography Workshop; Church School 10:00 AM
February 28 Presanctified Liturgy; followed by Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM
See Page 11 for Additional Dates to Remembg
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(Continued from page 1)

Parish Council
The last report by the Expansion '45 committee wa . . .
given by Jim Back and Fran DeBellis. The final tota Reorgamzatlon Meetlng
raised for the North complex was $1.2 million which

included the mortgage. There are still $21,000 in ou : . . .
standing pledges which will be gratefully accepted. (parish, the Parish Council met to elect officers for

you have not donated your pledge please see Jim gz the year 2007. The following were elected: Chair:

or Ed Assile. The church school should be renovate Ellen  Thomsen Vice Chair, James Vagias
soon and the PA system will be upgraded to finalh Corresponding Secretargudy Tirakis, Treasurer,

Immediately following the Annual Meeting of the

bring Expansion '45 to a close. Chris Takla, and Assistant TreasuretJames
Cathy Giffen, Teen SOYO advisor, reported on the ac ;\évsreel.t;?/mara Tarby was reappointed Recording

tivities of the teen group. The St. Anthony Teen SOY(
won the most outstanding chapter award at the Easte
Diocese parish life conference this past July. Cathy di

cussed the teen events and fundraisers for 2006 aPa”bSh Counkcrlll: Cathr):jn Banu, L'.Sa Fares
mentioned that the teens raised $700 to be used tow: Barbara Lockhart, and James Vagias Due to

their culmination weekend expenses. The teens are s(term limits in the parish ConstitutionPeter
ing tee shirts for the Golden Jubilee celebration. AnyDacalesandJim Watkins retired from serving as

one interested in purchasing one please see Caivoting members on the Parish Council. Thank you
Giffen. Jim and Peter for all your dedicated service to the
parish and the Parish Council. God Grant both of
you many years.

The following new members were elected to the

Robin Robinson reported on the Outreach committe
and he defined the mission of this committee as servic
stewardship, communication and fellowship. The com
mittee is creating an organized process around these four @ o
areas and take an appraisal of ourselves so that we ¢~

go forward and celebrate the parish's 1@mniversary \Nomen’s Guild Ho“day

one day. Not only should we take care of ourselves b

it is our duty to also take care of others and the commi FHOMeless Project A Success

tee will be working on ways to succeed in this venue.

Festival 2006 was discussed by Lois Dedes and J y
Gakos, co-chairs. The festival will provide the paris
with approximately $42,000 in revenue. Lois and Joh
thanked all who worked so long and hard to bring thi
major event to fruition.

Thanks to the generous donations from all
the St. Anthony parishioners the Women'’s
Guild was able to fill twenty-five back-
packs with personal items for the homeless.
The Women's Guild wishes to express their
gratitude to all who participated.

Robin Robinson discussed the solar panels on the rg
and informed the membership that the parish will b{ Calendar Dates to Remember:
able to assess a small profit/savings by the end of t
year. The church still owes $29,000 on this performang _
based system. St. Anthony is the first Orthodox churd March 2 A Golden Jubilee Event

to utilize solar panels and is the featured church on tif Roundtable Discussion -
; . Ethical Dilemmas We Face
Green Faith website.

April 1 Palm Sunday
April 8 Easter

|::> |::> June 1 Jubilee Weekend Begins
June 2 Grand Banquet

June 3 Divine Liturgy and Jubilee Reception




St. Anthony Orthodox Church

385 Ivy Lane Bergenfield NJ 076201-568-8840(office¥68-6933 (fax)
http://www.stanthonysorthodox.org
A CHURCH OF THE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCHS
“...the Disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” t#\&1:26

AN ANNANNNAN NN NN NN NN NN N AN AN ANANANNANANANANANNANANAN
S PASTOR: V. Rev. Joseph J. Allen
) Assistant: Dn. Peter Boulukos
S CHOIR DIRECTOR and
S PROTOPSALTES: Stratos Mandalakis
S ASSISTANT CHOIR DIRECTOR: Tamara Tarby
$ CHURCH SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Nike Bach

:: PARISH COUNCIL: Ellen Thomsen, Chairperson; Jim Vagias, Vice @aeson
4 LADIES’ GUILD: Helen Chimel and Judy Tirakis

{ FELLOWSHIP: Shawn Wittenburg, President

S TEEN SOYO: Scott Hakim and Rose Robinson

S STEWARDSHIP/MEMBERSHIP: Spiro Black

S CATECHIST/LIBRARIAN: Nicholas Nagorny

S CHURCH SECRETARY: Genny Mandalakis

Divine Liturgy celebrated in English on Sunday at 10AM
Confession before Liturgy

Inside This Issue:
— The State of the Parish

— Baby Steps for Grown Up Folks

O N
Privacy Law

PLEASE NOTE: Any announcement to the parish concerning a parishioner,
family member or friendMUST be made in writing to Fr. Joseph. This note must
be signed or the announcement cannot be made in church. This new procedure
has come about due to the federal privacy laws that require all announcements,
whether about an iliness, hospitalization, death, anniversary, birthday, birth, etc.
MAY NOT be made without written authorization to Father Joseph for each spe-
cific occasion. There is a form available from any of the stewards in the Narthex.
Please print all information, SIGN THE FORM and return to a steward who in
turn will give it to Father Joseph.
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