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Your Eminence:

Bless, Master. I am writing to you early this Sunday morning following both the Sacred Music
Institute and our Clergy Symposium at the Village. My body clock is still on Eastern Daylight
Time.

The Divine Liturgy last Thursday morning commemorating the Holy Prophet Elias was most
meaningful to me and I wanted to share with you some of my thoughts and continued
reflections on that occasion.

When I walked in and saw the cameras, I thought I would struggle to concentrate and truly
enter into the service. More of the Arabic language was being used than normal; I thought it
might be for the cameras and the Middle Eastern audience. But slowly, 1 was drawn into the
whole thing. At the Little Entrance, I felt an intensity in the Arabic “Save us, O Son of God”,
than I had never heard.

After the reading of the Epistle and Gospel, when I saw you step in front of the Holy Doors and
turn to give the sermon, | tried to remember when I ever heard you give the sermon at a Clergy
Symposium. I was surprised, and felt something special was happening. Although I didn’t have
a pad and pencil to take notes, the Holy Spirit wrote your sermon on my heart.

You began by reviewing the life of the Holy Prophet Elias and why he is such a renowned saint:
how he prayed and it did not rain for 3 and % years; how he prayed again that the heart of the
Jewish people might return to God, and it rained. You told how he demonstrated his faith in the
one true God against the pagan priests of the false God, Baal. And you told how he, out of
compassion for the widow, raised her son from the dead. You reminded us that this widow was
not a Jewish woman, but a woman who lived in what is now Southern Lebanon, an area which
is being torn apart by a devastating war.

From this you asked the question, “What does it take to become a saint?” and listed three
qualities that you saw in the life of the Holy Prophet Elias: first, we must love God, second, we
must confess the faith and third, we must witness to God’s mercy and compassion and love for
all mankind.
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