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Will You Be Part of It?

By Father

St ANTHONY

We are living at a very exciting
CRTHODOX (SHURCH

time in the history of St Anthony
Church! Perhaps even the
most important time since the
inception of the parish! And no
person, adult, parent, grandpar-
ent, teen or child should miss it!
't bs our GOLDE
WEEKEND, JUNE 1ST, 2ND,
AND 3RD, 2007. Besides the
Fiftieth Anniversary of St An-
thony's, Metropolitan Philip has
declared that we will also be celebrating my Fortieth Anniver-
sary in the Holy Priesthood and as your Pastor (my one an
only parish), the Twentfifth Anniversary as the North
American Chaplain of the Order of St Ignatius of Antioch as
well as my directorship of the House of Studies. All this
speaks about our "past” but also our "future!”
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But if we are indeed "remembering our past, building our
future," we should pause a moment in this issue of the Dese
News to review what has happened so far during this year a
what will happen as we draw our celebration to its culmina
tion on that weekendln this way we will see the larger scope
and breadth with whickve have planned this yelmg cele-
bration.

It all began with our Women
last February 4th prior to Great Lent, 2008 we then
moved into Great Lentwe welcomed into our parish Sister
Emiliani from Karditsa, Greece who lectured after the First
Akathist Service. The next two Friday evenings we held ou
parish discussions on "The Ethical Dilemmas We Face" a
Orthodox Christians. (There will be two more this Great
Lent).

But as Fall 2006 came upon us, we entered "Jubilee Focus
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Friday in Great Lent, 2007, a presentation of "Stewardship of
Our Environment," inspired by GreenFaith which installed
our solar panels. Our dedication wall in the North Complex
will soon be completed and will include théts which have
been made for both the North Complex construction and our

present celebration.

e ar blishingfour piecesin conjunction with our
olde§n ?ughﬁee\éhr%ql%ical CD by our choir ,currently working
very hard to present the various types of Liturgical music

used in our Pa®rthodox worship; A Jubilee calendar by our
church schoolwhich is now finished and should be in every
home; and updated parish guide and handbook which will
rient our new members to out local practices at the parish,
ut also to guide us regarding the protocols of our Orthodox
Christian Church practice; and a badly needed new telephone
directory.

There are many other things to consider and about which you
will hear, e.g. the wall crosses which Chris Eliopoulos and Ed
Reeb have made form the original wooden Cross which was
op St Anthony's; the "time capsule" change on Friday, June
t; thechurch schoomusical presentation on Sunday, June
3rd, during the brunch after the Liturgy; the new church sign
and plantingsin the front of the Church; and, of course, the
Jubilee Weekend, which has been mentioned above and in
other places in this issue of the Desert News.
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memorable and historical time pass by you and your family

without participating in it fully. We will be robbing our fami-

Jies of the most important time in the life of our parish! Don't
gorget: we are "Remembering our PaBuilding our Fu-
ture."Will you be a part in it?

beginning with our @AAut umn ESt KTt ko1 a Ssmasii mg suc
cess which set off this temonth period in which we now find | thjs newsletter is published every two months, exclufling
ourselves. The historical and archival work being researchgds,;mymer months by the Public Relations Ministry tearh of

has touched each family in the parish and the committee h@$jene Assile. Carol Giffen. and Joanne Hakiffihe

informed us that it will certainly play a major_role on Jupilee deadline for the next issueAsril 8, 2007. This newslette
Weekend! The outreadeam has planned various occasions,| is nhamed after our patron saint, St. Anthony of the Desel

including our Outreach Sunday celebration and, for the firg
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Outreach Sunday

On January 14, 2007, St. Anthony parish held its an-

nual St. Anthony Feast Day and Outreach Celebration

with a rededication of faith and support to the parish.

All parishioners were asked to offer annual pledge

cards before Goddéds altar and Father Joseph |l ed the spe-
cial prayers to offer pledges up to God.

After the special prayer service that was held immedi-

ately after Liturgy, the parish family convened in the

fellowship hall to participate in the Artoclasia service

of the fAblessing and breakingdo of the various breads
representing all different ethnic groups that make St.

Anthony Church so special. The parish then enjoyed a

delicious luncheon sponsored by the Fellowship. Dur-

ing the luncheon Michael Hakim gave a testimonial.

Michael, a cradle Orthodox, told of his life in and out

of Orthodoxy. He also spoke of how his son Daniel,

helped him to return to his roots in the Orthodox

Church, especially St. Ant honyds. Dani el 6s experience
at the Antiochian Village created such a love for Or-

thodoxy, that when he was able to drive, he came to church without his parents. Soon his mother, Joanne, followed him. Michae

said it was the classic story of Athe child is the ifathe
extended family here at St. Anthonyods.
didndét appreciate earlier (in my 1ife).

vice, the introspection it affords, the opportunity to feel close to and communicate
with God, the brother and sisterhood so apparent here, and the escape from our secu-

|l ar concerns of everyday I|life that St .
bel onging to such a wonderful church. o
After Michael 6s testi mony, Robin Robins
Chair s, spoke of the goals of the Outre

Jubilee. Finally Tessie Black and Don DiNovi introduced the new members who had
joined the parish this year. Nike Bach presented each family with a Golden Jubilee
Calendar designed by Robin and Amy Robinson, which includes artwork, writing,
poetry, and photographs of many of the members of the parish. After dessert and
coffee, everyone left the festivities ready to embrace the theme for the Golden Jubilee
year: fiRemembering Our Past! Buil ding O

|
Outreach Ministry Team

Stella spoke of the new telephone directory that will be avail-
As part of the program on Outreach Sunday, the Outreachble in June, as well as the quarterly supplement which will
Ministry Team, chaired by Robin Robinson and Stella Vagiaspe published to keep the parish informed of changes in names,
presented the scope and s e gaddseaseseandftalephong numbersnas well asyirfasmatiom onc ¢
junction with the 58 Golden Jubilee. There are four subcom- new members to the parish. Robin spoke of the need to reach
mittees that make up the Outreach Ministry Team: Lisa Faresnto and out of the parish as we work for the glory of God.
Helen Chimel, and Barbara Lockhart chair the Social Com-One of the ways in which this can be accomplished is by in-
mittee, Tessie and Sprio Black chair the Stewardship Comtroducing people to Orthodoxy. He asked members to invite
mittee, Thelma Dacales and Betty Gakos chair the Servick h e i r nei g hAndncanvertient Truth: eAwslobal
Committee, and Nike Bach chairs the Public Relations ComWarningon February 23 at 8:30 PM following the Akathist
mittee. Robin mentioned that participation on any one of theservice. There will also be the usual St. Anthony Orthodox
subcommittees is most welcome. See any of the chair peoplghurch hospitality; a great way to introduce others to this
to join a specific committee. beautiful faith.




