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Materials

* icon of Christ
* bag of treasured items that belong to your child (preffaseahead of time)

* 2 cards prepared ahead of time, one that says, "Love Gtdawicture of Jesus, and one that says, "Love Stuffi' wit
a picture of a toy.

Procedure

1.
2.

After reading the gospel story to your child, takeetto review the discussion questions following the story.

Present your child with their bag of treasured belonginggared by you ahead of time. Have your child dump the
contents out on the table. Ask your child to tell you how theyabout those things and discuss how important these
material items may seem to us.

Remind your child that when we go to heaven, we wilbeataking any of our belongings with us. What waits for
us in heaven is much better than anything we couldlpigssier have on earth. Discuss with your child how we
need to be thinking about God more than our treasures orbegethse we want to be living our lives on earth in a
way that is pleasing to God so that we can enjoy etéf@alith God in heaven.

Ask your child once again about the importance of ounggigs. Are they really as important as we sometimes
think they are?

Discuss with your child what we can do to focus on thofgsod rather than our things on earth. How can we show
that we love God more than our "stuff*? (By giving to esh@raying, reading scriptures, going to church, helping
others, thanking God for the things we have, tithing our maztey),

Tell your child that you will be playing a game. Tlhgeat of the game is to take steps toward you as you hold the
icon of Christ. If they reach you, they win! Tell yourldithat you will read a sentence. If that sentenemisxam-
ple of Loving God, they will hold up the appropriate card akd tastep toward you. If that sentence is an example
of Loving "stuff", they will hold up the appropriate card atalysvhere they are.

. Read the following sentences in any order:

~ Michael decided to give 3 of his toys away bsede got 3 new ones for his birthday.
~ At Christmas time, Anna and her family sdri@d at the local soup kitchen.

~ One Sunday morning, Sam decided to stay home andvh his fun new video game instead of going to
church.

When Elizabeth received her allowance, shedgaae of it to take to church for tithing.
Rachel was jealous and angry when her friamkd a better prize than she did.
Jared hid all his good toys when his friend cavee 0 he didn't have to share them.
Ashley remembered to thank God before ealimmger.

Adam chose to listen to a gospel storiears of watching his favorite TV show.

Allow your child to come up with examples of loving God mbign "stuff" if the game is still not completed. Have
your child take a step closer to you for each exampledstat

Remind your child that God does want us to have thirgsrake us happy, but he does not want us to love those
things more than we love Him. Strive to always love Goadenthan anything.
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Grades: 3-5

November 22, 2009

Love God More Than Anything

The Lord spoke

this parable,

“The land of a rich man brought forth
plentifully; and he thought to himself,
‘What shall I do, for | have nowhere to
store my crops?’ And he said, ‘1 will do
this: 1 will pull down my barns, and build
larger ones; and there | will store all my
grain and my goods. And | will say to my
soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up
for many years; take your ease, eat, drink,
be merry.” But God said to him, ‘Fool!
This night your soul is required of you;
and the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?’ So is he who lays up treas-
ure for himself, and is not rich toward
God.”

As he said these things, Jesus cried out:
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Thinking About God’s Word . . . Luke 12:16-21

1. Who does the Lord tell a parable3. What did God mean when he said Jesus?
about? that this night the man’s soul 5. What does the Gospel mean when
2. What does the rich man wantto  would be required of him? Where it says be “rich toward God"?
do with his crops? Have you ever will his crops be, then? Why should we be rich toward
wanted to save something for an4. What is your “barn? Are the God?
other day? What did you wantto things you own more important to
save? you than your relationship with
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