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Passive spiritual

activism?

Working on The WORD gets me about fty
e-mails a day, which is something to keep in
mind if you get upset when | don’t answer you
in a timely way, or not at all. But | want to share
an e-mail that | received which had in its title
line “Depressed? Passive, spiritual activism is
the answer.” | confess that | had no idea what
this meant, which is not unusual. The subject
lines of e-mails are often meant just to catch our
attention. | opened the e-mail to learn that this
was an ad for a political conference about health
reform; | am still clueless as to what “passive,
spiritual activism” could mean, or what it has to
do with depression.

It did get me thinking, though, about how
much out there makes no sense. Generations use
words in ways that change their meaning without
notifying their hearers. They also change the rules
of logic, and then challenge previous generations
to justify themselves using the new systems or
schemes. For many today, there is no reliable his-
tory, reality or truth. This is especially true when
it comes to the Bible and religion. How can we
witness as Christians in such times? By getting to
the heart of the Gospel proclamation. Christianity
is about being in relationship with God through
the person Jesus Christ.

Some look for warm and fuzzy feelings, oth-
ers for snazzy formulas and sayings. | don’t know
if Orthodoxy can always deliver such things, but
what Orthodox Christianity can offer is a relation-
ship with God. By gathering as Christ’'s body, we
can be God’s people, hear the good news, praise
the Father, share God’s love, offer ourselves in
the Eucharist, be fed in the Kingdom by God,
live life itself through Christ (communion) and
then re-enter the world to share the good news.
Learning about God is not enough. Attending the
worship is not enough. Church is not a specta-

tor sport or something to consume. Christianity is
encountering the living God in Christ, and Christ
is acting and living in the world today. He comes
to us as much from the future as from history. He
lives in us and shares with us in all that we do. We
don’t work (liturgy is the work we do in Christ)
to know things about God; we share his life and
know Him. He knows us and we are in a relation-
ship with Him.

| fear that unless we use our opportunities in
Lent and Pasch to build and grow our own rela-
tionships of cooperation and love with Christ, we
will be unable to witness to Christ and share Him
with our children and neighbors, let alone the
world. Youth are growing up in an era in which
people think in abstractions and seek experienc-
es, not truth. Religion for them is like a salad bar,
and reality is illusive. Each person is his or her
own nal authority over what to believe, and ev-
erything and everyone is unworthy of trust.

To share Christ today, we need to be close to
Christ. We need to shed bad habits and be au-
thentically free. We need to forgive those who
trespass against us and be able to love our neigh-
bor. We need to be mindful of God’s presence and
be humble, reverent and authentic. Modern man
(and woman of course) wants authentic relation-
ships, and they can’t know Christ unless they are
introduced to Him by someone who authentically
knows Him and shows them how to share in His
life and His ministry.

| still don’t know what “passive spiritual activ-
ism” is or what it has to do with depression, but
knowing Christ and sharing Him with His world
will be joy, and may even help with depression.

Christ is Risen!

Archimandrite John Abdalah



“As we have

opportunity, let
us do good to all

people, especially

those who belong
to the family of
believers.”

lan and the

Family of Believers

“What do you mean, lan goes to church?” oth-

Galatians 6:10 er parents and teachers would ask me about
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my son, who has autism spectrum disorder.
“How can he stay still for that long?” lan would
leap out of his chair in class and sway back and
forth. At home, nothing could keep his atten-
tion — not movies, TV, or even baking his favor-
ite cookies. In his day program, he needed con-
stant one-to-one supervision in order to do his
work. So what is it about the Orthodox Church
that allows lan to follow the deacon’s frequent
reminders in the Liturgy “to attend”?

First of all, there is the music. lan taps his foot
and sways to music of all kinds, but the words
contained in the rhythm and repetition of chant-
ing keep his attention and stay in his memory.
This is no accident, because the Orthodox Church
has relied on the senses to teach its doctrine since
the very beginning. Besides hearing the Word, we
can see and learn about the characters and events
in the Bible that are displayed everywhere in the
church. lan enjoys looking at the murals and icons
in church that, along with the burning candles,
calm him and help him to focus. He also tracks
the colors of the priest’'s garments and the pro-
cessions around the altar. Smelling incense and

owers in the church is another sensory pathway
to lan’s memory. Before praying for his family, he
sniffs the roses and candles.

Why are the repetition of words, and the
chants and the movements so important to some-
one like lan with symptoms of autism? lan knows
that he can count on the same order of liturgy
every Sunday. This consistency gives a meaning-
ful pattern and framework to the torrent of over-
whelming sensations. Unchanging is not only a
historical characteristic of the liturgy, it is also an
important psychological strength. In these times
of overnight change, we all need a place and time
to come for support and consistency.

As toddlers we begin to imitate words and ac-
tions, but this skill that we take for granted is very

dif cult for lan; he does not sing or chant along

with the rest of the congregation. He can, how-

ever, read simple words and follow with his nger

the words in the prayers. When he sees others
making the sign of the cross, he crosses himself
with the palm of his hand in a large gesture, rath-

er than with his ngers, because his coordination
is affected. Because lan’s rst language was sign
language, the non-verbal gestures of the clergy
and laity are as meaningful as words to him.

Our churches are not rst buildings, but the
people, and lan, like others with disabilities,
sense when people accept him. The model of ac-
ceptance is Jesus Christ, Who sends no one away
and commands the little children to be brought
to Him. Although we can only strive for His per-
fection of love, we are exhorted by such Church
Fathers as Clement of Rome “to be kind one to
another after the pattern of the tender mercy and
benignity of our Creator.” In the past, being in
large, open rooms often made lan hit himself or
try to run away. Because friends at church greeted
him, smiled and shook his hands, he became used
to people that he did not see everyday.

Church is the place where people with dis-
abilities can be included in many different ways,
such as taking part in the service, passing out the
blessed bread, helping set up tables and chairs
or cleaning up. They can participate in Church
School, youth activities and prayer groups.

The agape potluck after our Sunday services
is a chance for lan to practice what he learns at
his supported-living home, and work with people
he trusts and who encourage him. He stands in
line, takes his turn, chooses his food and uten-
sils, sits with others at a large table, and cleans
up his place. lan has learned to trust others and
see how they behave towards each other. As Ira-
naeus wrote, people in the Church should display
“sympathy, and compassion, and steadfastness,
and truth, for the aid and encouragement of man-
kind.” Sunday is a feast with food and friends who
encourage him.






The Feast of the

Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul,
and the

Claim of Rome
to Preeminence

Sts. Peter and Paul

Why Rome?



Saints Peter and Paul
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The Scriptures make no attempt to disguise the
disagreements between the rst and the last of the
Apostles that re ected deep division within the
broader Church.

Saints Peter and Paul
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monasticism

Monasticism:

The Angelic Evangelic Life



As thou hast been manifested standing
all resplendent, before the triluminary
Godhead, O Michael, leader of hosts,
thou dost shout rejoicing with the pow-
ers on high, “Holy Father! Holy Coeternal
Word! Holy, Holy Spirit! One Glory and
Sovereignty, one Nature, one Godhead,
and one Power.”

We all share in the angelic life when we gather
together and engage in the liturgical worship of
the Church. Those of us who have not been called
to the monastic life are kept busy with the every-
day activities of work, school, and family. It is a
blessing to know that we have men and women
in the Church who have dedicated themselves
to a life of prayer and worship. As a result, the
Church around the world at every hour of the day
is praying ceaselessly (I Thess. 5:17), even when
you and | cannot. How uplifting it is to know that,
included in the ceaseless prayer life of our monas-
tics, are prayers for the welfare and growth of the
Orthodox Church.

The angelic life is one of obedience to God'’s
commands. Stichera 5 says:

Thou art of ery appearance and of won-
drous beauty, O Archangel Michael, tra-
versing the spaces with thine immortal
nature, ful lling the commands of the
All-creator, and known as powerful by
thy might. Verily, thou hast made thy
temple a fount of healing, honoured by
thy sancti ed call.

Jesus Christ, our Creator, gave every one of us
(monastic or not) an important commandment
that we are all to obey. After His resurrection, He
gathered His eleven disciples and spoke to them
saying, “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew
28:19). All Christians know that commandment
as the Great Commission. It is the call to evange-
lism given to the Apostolic Church that all Ortho-
dox Christians should strive to ful Il every day. If
the angelic life is ful lling the commands of the
Creator, then one component of the angelic life
should be active involvement in the evangelical
life of the Church. Monks are to be evangelists!

Continuing that same thought, Stichera 3 also
speaks of the evangelical life:

Verily, the Intelligence before the ages
hath appointed thee, by divine partaking,
a second light lighting the whole universe,
and revealing to us the truly divine mys-
tery, which is from eternity, namely that
the Bodiless shall be incarnate in a virgin
womb and become Man to save man.

We see that God has appointed those living the
angelic life to proclaim the mystery of the Incar-
nation and all that God has done in order to save
man. Monastics are called to be lights; they are to
illumine the whole universe with the good news
of salvation. The angelic life should proclaim
not just the incarnation, but all those things that
have come to pass for us — the cross, the tomb,
the resurrection on the third day, the ascension
into heaven, the sitting at the right hand of God
the Father, and the second and glorious coming.
Imagine monastic communities in this country
with the evangelical spirit of Sts. Cyril and Meth-
odius, St. Kosmas of Aitolia, and St. Herman of
Alaska, who themselves were dedicated to ventur-
ing out amongst the people to bring them to the
true faith.

The angelic life involves safeguarding the
Church. Stichera 1 of the feast admonishes:

Demolish, O Gabriel, leader of hosts,
the attacks of heretics, rising constant-
ly against thy fold. Heal the division of
thy Church; still the tempest of count-
less temptations, and deliver from hard-

Monasticism
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ships and calamities those who eagerly
celebrate thy memory, who hasten to the
shadow of thy protection, O intercessor
for our souls.

Too often we forget that Orthodoxy and Orthodox
monasticism is lived out in the time and culture
in which it nds itself. There is no “golden age”
of Orthodoxy, nor is there any particular culture
to which Orthodoxy aspires. The angelic life re-
quires one to be responsible for knowing the
Truth and striving to preserve it unblemished so
that it is worthy to pass on to all generations and
all cultures. This requires monasticism (and Or-
thodoxy in general) to be free of fundamentalist
tendencies and bizarre heretical teachings. These
kinds of things do nothing but turn people away
from the Orthodox faith and create scandal and
division amongst the faithful. A Church divided
against itself cannot bear witness to the unity of
the faith, and thus cannot properly evangelize. Mo-
nasticism should be a defense against heresy and
division, not a contributor to them. Monasticism
should also be in the forefront of our struggle for

Orthodox unity in this country — both administra-
tively and theologically — so that with one voice
and one mind we may proclaim the Gospel.

Lastly, there are many other things that the
“angelic life” of monasticism in America could do
to bene tthe spread of Orthodoxy in this country.
Through iconography, skilled American monastics
could produce affordable, high-quality iconog-
raphy so that, as the faith grows, we can adorn
homes, missions, and churches with “windows to
heaven.” Through metallurgy, skilled American
monastics could produce much-needed chalices
and patens, candlesticks, baptismal fonts, and
more, so that we would not have to rely on pricy
imports. By making vestments, skilled American
monastics could produce affordable, quality vest-
ments for a growing population of clergy needed
to Il the ranks of a growing Church. Through
translation, monastics could commit themselves
to translating into English the vast numbers of
patristic writings that still exist only in Greek,
Latin, and Syriac. What a blessing to all of us
this would be! Additionally, through woodwork-
ing, candle-making, teaching, scholarly works,
liturgical texts, and other things too numerous to
elaborate, we can see how much monasticism has
to offer to the evangelical life of the Church in
America.

In conclusion, we see that the angelic life —
monasticism — can and should be an important
component of the evangelical life of the Ortho-
dox Christian faith everywhere. Likewise, we see
also that evangelism is a necessary component
(among many) of the monastic life. We realize
the importance of monasticism for the Church
in America in promoting, guarding, and provid-
ing for the apostolic faith,. All of us should be
praying for authentic monasticism in this coun-
try — praying for dedicated men and women who
will adhere to the genuine teachings of the Ortho-
dox faith, be obedient to and supportive of our
hierarchs, work harmoniously with our priests,
and be dedicated to the Great Commission of our
Lord Jesus Christ, in accordance with the angelic
evangelic life.

Fr. Steven C. Salaris, Presbyter
All Saints of North America Antiochian Orthodox Mission
Maryland Heights, Missouri



March Is Antiochian
Women'’s Month



Women’s Month

Antiochian Women Scholarships :

Scholarships are available to women who
choose to continue their education to improve
their circumstances and those of their families.
To qualify, an applicant must
1. be a woman over 25 years of age;
2. be a member in good standing of the An-
tiochian Archdiocese;
3. be actively involved in her parish;
4. be applying for or registered in an aca-
demic or trade study program; and
5. demonstrate Pnancial need.

Applications are available through the parish
priest. The deadline for applications is June 1,
2010.

For more information, please go to www.an-
tiochianwomen.org, scroll down, and click on
OScholarships.O

Here is an additional and special way to give to the poor and hun-
gry and your friends at the same time throughout the year.

You can give your gifts to the hungry in honor of a loved one on
any occasion such as a birthday, baptism, anniversary, thank you,
retirement or any other special event. “A Gift from the Heart” is also
a thoughtful memorial.

Please include this coupon along with your donation. We will send
a personalized icon card to the person you designate to inform them
of the gift you gave in their honor.

Send coupon and check to:
“Food For Hungry People”
c/o Robin Lynn Nicholas
4237 Dundee Drive

Los Angeles, CA 90027

Send card to

Gift Amount $ (Please check one)
Baptism Anniversary
Christmas Thank you
Retirement Memorial
Birthday Other




Diocesan Youth Day in
New England, 2010

A sunny winter Saturday in New England was
the setting for the Prst-ever Diocesan Youth Day.
Over forty young people from parishes in the

area, from fourth grade through high school, ar-

rived early at Saint George Cathedral in Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, for this inaugural event. The
theme for the day (with a name D but only the

name B borrowed from a video game) was OCall

to Duty: Plan from God.O The day was structured
to awaken the students to the many ways in which
they can serve God and His Church.

Once everyone had donned their really cool ODi-
ocese of Worcester & New England Youth DayO
T-shirts, they headed to the church where the
Prst item on the agenda was prayer. Everyone in-
volved with the event gathered in the nave of the
church where Father Michael Abdelahad, Dean
of the Cathedral, led the morning prayers. At the
conclusion, Father Michael pointed out how sim-
ple it is to use the morning and evening prayers
in the red service book and how daily prayer was
an essential part of the plan from God.

After introductions, an explanation of the dgy()s
schedule, and a promise that there wouldnOt be
a dull moment, Archdeacon Seraphim Solof of
Saint George Cathedral stepped up and capti-

vated his young audience. It was awesome, ev-
eryone listened, there were no distractions or cell

phone interruptions B the day was off to a great
start.

Following the ArchdeaconOs keynote there was
a series of workshops, with each guy and gal
choosing the ones they wanted to attend. One

of these was Olcons in the Church,0O led by Kh.

Erin Kimmett from Saint George Norwood. Emily
Howard, SOYO advisor in Norwood, led a session
on holy bread-baking. Deacon Nicholas Belcher,
from Holy Cross Seminary and Saint George
Church of West Roxbury, gathered a group for a
discussion of hot topics (a.k.a. Ask Abouna). The
Pnal workshop was a liturgical Oshow and tellO led
by Archdeacon Seraphim.

The formal part of the agenda concluded late in
the morning with the guys and gals being divid-
ed up. Deacon Nick took the guys in the church

where they chatted, while Elizabeth Lourie, the
new Youth Director at Saint George in West Rox-
bury, met with the young ladies and talked about
the many ways that they might serve God.

Next up was a return to the kitchen for the holy
bread-bakers B time to put the seal on the holy
bread. They then caught up with the rest of
the troops who were enjoying lunch B and who
doesnOt enjoy pizza? The rest of the day was
spent informally in groups, talking about life in
the Church E and apparently even a basketball
game broke out.

Youth Day was planned by Greg Abdalah, Direc-
tor of Youth and Family Ministries at the Cathe-
dral, and also the Teen SOYO Youth Director for
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2010 Youth Worker Camping Conference

With our busy schedules, opportunities to at-
tend an educational conference are few and far
between. Thankfully, | was able to enjoy one of
those opportunities with the Annual Orthodox

Christian Camp and Youth Workers Conference in
Baltimore, Maryland. This wonderful conference
featured fantastic speakers and good occasions
for prayer and fellowship with our brothers and
sisters from around Orthodox America. Those
participating included youth workers and camp

directors from our own Antiochian Archdiocese,

as well as those from the Orthodox Church of
America and the Ukrainian, Greek, and Armenian
Orthodox Archdioceses.

Throughout the weekend, Fr. Michael Nasser, the
keynote speaker, helped all of us really to think
about OConveying the Gospel in the 21st Centu-
ry.O With all that young people have before them,
this can prove everyday to be a daunting task. Fr.
Michael laid out twelve steps that we can follow
in order to combat the chaos in our own lives and
help teens and young adults do the same. Fr. An-
thony Yazge gave us practical tips on organizing
the worldOs chaos through mission statements,
network-building, and focusing on our personal
lives. Katrina Bitar gave a presentation on Y.E.S.,
a ministry that leads young people to work with
the poor and needy in their own hometowns. In
a nutshell, the key virtue presented was that of
humility. In order for any of us to minister to any
age group in the 21st century, we brst must be
willing to humble ourselves, ask for the strength
of Christ, and teach by living a Christian lifestyle
every day.

Thanks must be given to the Order of St. Ignatius,
the Department of Camping and the Depart-

ment of Youth Ministries for their Pnancial sup-
port that allowed me and many of the Spiritual

Advisors and Youth Directors from around the
Archdiocese to participate in this much-needed

conference. It was a great opportunity to share
ideas with youth workers from all over Orthodox
America on how we might properly convey the
Gospel in the 21st century.

Fr. Philip Rogers



Teen SOYO Launches Good Samaritan
Project in the Diocese of Miami

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus tells
us the importance of service to our fellow man.

In this story a priest and a Levite both neglect a
robbed man lying on the road. The man is even-

tually helped by a Samaritan, a very unlikely can-
didate, since Samaritans and Jews did not speak
to one another at that time. Jesus told this par-

able because a man asked Him how to enter the
kingdom of heaven. Christ reminds us that what
we do for others has an effect on our salvation.
This stands as a reminder to us, that no matter
what our status in life, we need to help others.

To encourage teens across the Archdiocese to
involve themselves further in community service,
The Good Samatritan Project was established and
provides opportunities for teens to work with their
fellow SOYO members and advisors in their local
area to meet the needs of their community. SOYO
strives to bring the youth of the church together
in the Orthodox faith through Worship, Witness,
Service, and Fellowship. SOYO has always had a
heart for the needy, as can be seen by its work
with Special Olympics and Orthodox Youth Out-
reach, now known as Y.E.S. (Youth Equipped to
Serve), as well as its work in soup kitchens, shel-
ters, nursing homes and the like. To increase its
effort and ministry to those in need, the Diocese
of Miami and the Southeast Teen SOYO intro-
duced its new humanitarian project called OThe
Good Samaritan Project.O As a pilot of this pro-
gram for the North American Council of SOYO,
teens will begin documenting the good works
they do and sharing that work in scrapbooks in
hopes that other SOYO and Church members
will emulate them.

SOYOOs ultimate goal is to bring OThe Good
Samaritan ProjectO to youth across the Archdio-

cese. This effort will assist and inspire teens to
reach out to the needs of the local community.
The Good Samaritan Project will help ensure that
each Parish SOYO chapter fullils the SOYO plat-
form of service to others in Christ, as well as help
strengthen struggling and developing chapters
as they grow and build relationships through our
Orthodox faith. Through humanitarian work in
our communities and improving the lives of oth-
ers we share the love of Christ with others.

The Program works by each SOYO chapter partic-
ipating in a humanitarian project in its own com-

munity. Projects vary from community to com-
munity based on local needs and are the choice
of each participating SOYO chapter. Once the

humanitarian project is complete, each chapter

is to decorate scrapbook pages with pictures and

notes. The pages will represent each individual
project and should ref3ect the impact the teens

had upon those they were serving as well as how
they themselves were inspired. In the end, the
pages will be combined with other chapters to

create one large diocesan OGood Samaritan
ProjectO scrapbook to share with all chapters of
the diocese as a way to inspire others to good

works.

More information is available on the Web at www.
antiochian.org/GS.
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Diocese of Miami and the Southeast
Humanitarian Event during the January
2010 Delegates Meeting

During the weekend of Saturday, January 23,
2010, | attended the Diocese of Miami Teen SOYO
delegatesO meeting with others from Antiochian
parishes in the Diocese of Miami and the South-
east. The del-
egatesO meet-
ings involve us
in group discus-
sions, a humani-
tarian  project,
and visiting with
our life-long
friends who
share our faith.

For our humani-
tarian  project
this year, we
went to a reha-
bilitation center
to socialize and
serve lunch to
the clients in
the St Petersburg area. | had a very life-affecting
talk with one of the woman | met at the center.
Her name is Sandra and she had just turned 51
the day before. She shared her story from start to
Pnish. She told me that she was a few years away
from becoming a writer. She had gotten off track,
however, which led to her bouncing in and out
of court and rehab centers. She told me that this
was the Brst time that she had gone to a rehab
center voluntarily.

Listening to someone who has been through

so much, and who was still struggling, was very
motivating. | found it more effective to hear
her say, ODonOt do drugs, donOt get into drink-
ing too much,O rather than to listen to someone
who hasnOt been through it tell me that and just
preach about it.

Sandra and | talked for quite some time. Near the
end of our conversation, she asked me a question

| never expected to hear. OlOm very nervous ask-
ing you this,O she said, Obut, in your church, do
you believe that Jesus is your Savior?0 | replied,
OYes, we do.O She followed with OWould you be
willing to pray with me? | want to accept Him into
my own heart.O | was stunned after | heard this.
| then explained that | could ask Fr. Philip Rog-
ers to come and talk to her and pray with her.
Of course, Father agreed and they began talking
and praying.

Afterwards, Sandra came up to me and asked,
OcCan | hug you?O | answered, OOf course,O and
hugged her back. Then she said, OYou have
honestly changed my life and | canOt thank you
enough.O | held it together long enough until af-

ter she gave me two more hugs and walked away.

| turned around and immediately started crying. |
felt so blessed to have had this opportunity.

Later that day, all the teens, our diocesan Youth
Director, Joel Finley, and diocesan Spiritual Advi-
sor, Fr. Philip, were all sitting in a circle on the
church lawn. Joel asked if anyone would like to
share anything special that had happened during
our time at the rehab center. | slowly started shar-
ing my story, when Fr. Philip added something that
Sandra had said to him during their talk. Sandra
told him, Ol have never had that desire for Christ
until those girls came up and talked to me.O | was
even more touched to hear this. | donOt think,
however, that Sandra
knew that she too had
affected my life. | feel
S0 blessed to have had
this experience of God
working through me,
to guide someone to
Christ. | am very, very
thankful for this and will
never forget Sandra
and our humanitarian
outreach experience.

Rebecca Parsons is a mem-
ber and delegate of Teen
SOYO at St.Ignatius Church,
Franklin, Tennessee.

orthodoxresource.com



Fellowship Footnotes

Weeks of freezing temperatures and snow often
make one think of a hot summer day. | just remi-
nisce on my time in Palm Desert, California, when
| was attending the Archdiocese Convention. Yet,
as | think about the desert, | recall that the heat
was unbearable; unless you were in the pool, it
was too hot to be in the sun. | do recall, however,
a pleasantly warm feeling that had nothing to do
with the climate, but with a conversation.

| was sitting in the lobby outside one of the
ballrooms during a ha i, when a hotel employee
asked me why | wasn't dancing. | responded that
the event was winding down and | was simply
resting. We began talking and she told me that
she enjoyed listening to the church services. She
proceeded to tell me that the entire hotel staff was
being abnormally nice to each other that week,
which she attributed to our presence (though per-
haps it was the Holy Spirit's presence). She men-
tioned that she was raised Catholic, but was not
currently practicing her faith. She was very in-
quisitive about the Orthodox Church and was in-
terested in what | was telling her about our faith.
Without me realizing it, | was evangelizing.

The Fellowship of St. John the Divine is a simi-
lar story. Although your parish may not have an
active chapter, you are in one way or another per-
forming the works of the Fellowship. Three focus
areas of the Fellowship are

1. Unity B Is your parish involved with pan-Ortho-
dox events?

2. Missions, Outreach, and Evangelism B Does
your parish support any local or foreign mis-
sionary work? Do you reach out to the local
community?

3. Spiritual Renewal B Does your parish have a
Bible study or a book club? Does your parish
have a discussion following a mid-week ser-
vice?

Can your parish answer Yes to any of the ques-
tions above? If so, then you have a Fellowship
group. There are many more examples of the Fel-
lowship’s activity. Would you like your parish to be

Damian George

active in the community or renewing its spiritual
life? It doesn’t matter whether you are one person
or a group of twenty. Ask your parish priest how
the Fellowship can get involved, because your
diocese is available for guidance and resources.
The goal of the Fellowship is to strengthen your
parish’s commitment to Christ.

Review of 2009 Eastern Dioceses Events

Our Spring Delegates Meeting was hosted by St.

Nicholas Orthodox Church in Bridgeport, Con-
necticut, the weekend of April 24-26. We were
blessed with beautiful Spring weather that al-
lowed us to have our meeting outside, providing a
welcome change in atmosphere.

The 2009 Eastern Dioceses Parish Life con-
ference was hosted by the Church of the Virgin
Mary in Yonkers, New York. We were blessed to
have both His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP
and His Grace Bishop THOMAS preside over the
conference this year. We were entertained by one
of the top-rated Elvis impersonators in the coun-
try (who happens to be a parishioner of the host
parish) and by talent displayed by our own “An-
tiochian Idols.” Spiritual highlights included won-
derful participation in the Bible Bowl by twenty-
four teams, and eighteen teens in the Oratorical
festival.
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Fellowship Footnotes

Parish Life Conference
Diocese of Miami and the Southeast
Jacksonville, Florida

June 16-20, 2010

Hosted by
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church

Presiding Hierarch:

His Grace Bishop ANTOUN Upcoming 2010 Eastern Dioceses Events

We look forward to upcoming events this year within the
Hotel Reservations: Jacksonville Marriott Eastern Dioceses. Our Spring Delegates Meeting will be
4670 Salisbury Road hosted by St. Stephen the Protomartyr Church in South
Jacksonville, Florida 32256 Plain eld, New Jersey, the weekend of April 16-18. St.
Telephone: (904) 296-2222 George Church in Allentown, Pennsylvania, is hosting this
Toll-free: 1-800-228-9290 year's 59" Parish Life Conference from June 30" through

www.Marriott.com/JAXFL July 4" at which both His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP

: : - and His Grace Bishop THOMAS will preside.
For more information, please visit our
church Web site: www.JaxOrthodox.org Damian George, President
Eastern Dioceses Fellowship of St. John the Divine
(The Diocese of New York and Washington, D.C., and the Diocese
of Charleston, Oakland, and the Mid-Atlantic)

SN’

Holy Resurrection
Antiochian
Orthodox Church

L
cordially invites you to VFKRF
H

Tucson, AZ
for the
55th Annual
Diocese of
Los Angeles and the West

Parish Life Conference
June 30 — July 4, 2010 O

at the beautiful FKRROH

I_
93]

JW Marriot
Starr Pass
Resort and Spa

: D RUHUHQFH
Questions? Call our info line at 520-344-4123 RQ DYDLODE(
or visit our Web site http://www.plc2010tucson.org/




Oratorical Festival

Abbey Luebke
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest




Oratorical Festival



Archdiocesan Of ce

Elevations C. Owen Johnson $25
ATCHISON, Father John, to the dignity of Arch- Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Moran $25
. : : . Daher Daher $25
priest, by Bishop ANTOUN at St. Nicholas Mis-
sion, Springdale, Arizona, on December 6, 2009 Michael Wallace $50
» SPriNg ' ' ' " Charles D. Shaheen $50
CARILLO, Father John, to the dignity of Archpriest,  Jacqueline Larsen $30
by Bishop JOSEPH at St. Athanasius Church in Nabil Barbari $50
Goleta, California, on January 10, 2010. Mr. Charles Slemon $80

Ordinations

FRIZELLE, Thomas, to the holy diaconate, by

Bishop JOSEPH at St. John Cathedral in Eagle DAI LY
River, Alaska, on December 25, 2009.

MACKOUL, Deacon James, to the holy priest- DEVOTIONS

hood, by Bishop THOMAS at the Chapel of St. Ig- APRIL 2010
natius, Antiochian Village, on January 17, 2010.
Fr. James is currently continuing his studies at
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology
in Brookline, Massachusetts.

EL-MURR, Deacon Jean, to the holy priesthood,
by Bishop ALEXANDER at St. George Church,
Montreal, Canada, on December 13, 2009.

Donations to The WORD
January 2010
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Nassir $3,000
Khouria Janet David $500
In Memory of V. Rev. Samuel David

Mrs. Gloria El-Khouri $100

Fuad and Amal Hajjar M.D.s $200
Mrs. Dorothy Skaff $25

Mrs. Alice R. Hajjar $100
Ms. Helen S. Fackre $15
Oscar Salloum $25
Mtanios and Hind Koussa $50
The Salems $100
Dn. Andrew and Alexis Cross $100
Al and Marlene Mamary $250
Antoine Massoud $100
Gordon and Lucy Ayoub $30
Douglas and Vicki Ayoub $30
Bobby and Christine Sheeno $30
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Nassra $35
Sandra Arida $20

Osette Sawiris $25



Communities in Action

Communities In Action

Fr. Jack Sparks, second
from left, along with
life-long co-laborers
(I'tor.) Fr. Gordon
Walker, Fr. Jon Braun,
Fr. Peter Gillquist.
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Fr. Jack Norman Sparks
1928 - 2010

On Monday, February 8,
2010, we lost and heaven gained
an invincible warrior for Christ,
V. Rev. Jack Norman Sparks. He
was 81 years old, and leaves be-
hind his devoted wife Esther and
four children: Stephen, Robert,
Ruth and Jonathan.

| have known Fr. Jack almost
all my adult life, starting in the
1960s in Campus Crusade for
Christ. He was an indispensable
player from the outset of our
journey to the ancient faith in
the early 1970s — the true radi-
cal amongst us. “What do you
mean, ‘This is hard’?” he would
respond to us. “Of course it's

hard.But
if Or-
thodox
Chris-
tian -
ity is the
truth, it
doesn’t
matter!
Let's go
for it.”
He was
also our
master
of research as we together dis-
covered the early Church.

Just a week ago before this
writing, February 1, | had a de-
lightful hour-long visit with Fr.
Jack at the nursing-home facil-
ity where he lived in Eagle Riv-
er, Alaska. As we paged through
a picture album of the past 30
years, he commented on two

realities: (1) how eager he was
awaiting his entrance into the
Eternal Kingdom of God; and
(2) how thankful he was we had
entered the Orthodox Church.
“We made it through the door!”
he exclaimed. “I'm so grateful
that through the tough and dis-
couraging days, we didn't quit.
We made it in the door.”

Our entrance through that
door came on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8, 1987, the day of his (and
our) chrismation and ordination
to the deaconate at the hand
of His Eminence, Metropolitan
PHILIP. How ironic that twenty-
three years later, Fr. Jack en-
tered through a door again on
the same day, this time February
8, 2010, to meet his Lord and
King Jesus Christ.

Fr. Jack was born in Leba-
non, Indiana, on December 3,
1928. He received his under-
graduate degree from Purdue
University and his Ph.D. from
the University of lowa. After a
career in higher education and
on the staff of Campus Crusade
for Christ, he moved his fam-
ily to Berkeley, California, and
founded and directed the Chris-
tian World Liberation Front
(CWLF), a movement described
by Billy Graham as the most ef-
fective effort to bring the Gos-
pel to the American counter-
culture.

As an Orthodox priest, Fr.

Jack served as dean of the St.

Athanasius Academy of Ortho-
dox Theology, authored numer-
ous books and articles, and was

pivotal in the preparation and
oversight of the renowned Or-
thodox Study Bible published
by Thomas Nelson, Inc. May his
memory be eternal.

Father Peter Gillquist

9th Annual Pan-Orthodox
Women’s Retreat

The ninth annual Pan-Ortho-
dox Women'’s Retreat was held
September 18-20 at Ethnios
Retreat Centre, Calgary, Al-
berta, Canada. Seventy women
attended from three western
provinces. The retreat began
with Vespers on Friday evening,
led by Fr. Larry Reinheimer.

After several attempts on our
part, it was nally His timing for
us to meet our guest speaker,
Khouria Christina Reimann.
She had been invited at least
twice before, but was unable to
come because of the births of
her two daughters, now aged
9 and 6. She and her husband,
Fr. John, serve at St. Anthony’s
in LaJolla, California. She came
to us with a well-rounded back-
ground in various ministries,
and academic accomplishments
in Education and Theology, and
Psychology (B.A., M.Ed., M.A.).
Her chosen theme was “Carry-
ing the Cross: Living Daily in
the Presence of God.” Her pre-
sentation style was interactive,
so we had many question-and-
answer periods.

Khouria Christina began
by presenting us with various
Scriptures and examples of the






Clergy Wives

A Spiritual Oasis:
The Clergy Wives Weekend

When we look at the people who make

up a parish family, we can usually iden-
tify individuals and persons blling certain
positions: the priest, the parish council
members, choir director, singers, ladies
who anchor the kitchen, Church School
director and teachers, the ushers, and as-
sorted others. They all seem to have some
debned role, often set out in by-laws or
programs of their organization, or some-
times just debned by OtraditionO in the
parish. There is one person in the parish,
however, who is in the very difp cult situa-
tion of not being sure of where she b ts in,
and no shortage of others in the communi-
ty feeling they can or should tell her what
she should be doing: the priestOs wife.
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OFrom the Village....O

New Exhibit Opens March 2010
Spirit and Whimsy: The Art of Niko Chocheli

Photograph of the artist by Glenn Race.



From Christ in the

Old Testament by
Niko Chocheli
(Crestwood New York:
St. Vladimir's Seminary
Press, 2002).
Reprinted by
permission.



Antiochian Village

New Online Bookstore!

Book lovers take note: our Antiochian Village
Bookstore is stocked with a completely new and
expanded selection of Orthodox books — from the
classics to the newest releases. And it will soon be
easier than ever to purchase a book from us — we
are going ONLINE! As soon as it is up and run-
ning, you will nd a link to the online bookstore
at the Antiochian Village Web page. For further
information, please contact bookstore@antio-
chianvillage.org or call 724-238-3677.

2nd Annual St. Emmelia Homeschooling
Conference
March 11-14, 2010

In its second year, the Saint Emmelia Ortho-
dox Homeschooling Conference returns to the
Antiochian Village Conference Center, providing a
wonderful opportunity for Orthodox homeschool-
ing families to learn, worship and enjoy fellow-
ship together.

The St. Emmelia Conference is a family-friend-
ly event. Great care has been taken to present en-
gaging workshops for adults and children featur-

ing a diverse group of Orthodox speakers. The
twenty-two adult workshops provide options for
both new and seasoned homeschoolers, and the
rich selection of children’s workshops will inter-
est and inspire children ages ve and up. Young-
er children are also welcome at the conference.
While there’s no programming for children under
ve, feel free to spend time together with your
little ones in our play room or exploring the beau-
tiful grounds of Antiochian Village. Plan to visit
the Heritage Museum to enjoy our brand-new ex-
hibit featuring the original paintings of Orthodox
illustrator and iconographer Niko Chocheli.

In addition to the Center’s own expanded book-
store, the conference will also provide a Vendor
/ Exhibitor Hall that offers Orthodox publishers
an opportunity to share the fruits of their labor.
Attendees will be able to peruse books and edu-
cational materials that support the unique needs
and interests of Orthodox homeschoolers.

While the workshops and speakers will surely
nourish your mind, you can count on your body
and spirit being well-cared for during this confer-
ence as well. Our kitchen staff, under the direc-
tion of Executive Chef Tim, will be serving deli-
cious Lenten meals — and our Village priest, Fr.
Anthony Yazge, will lead us in offering a full cycle
of Lenten services throughout the weekend.

The full registration packet, including work-
shop titles and information about our speakers, is
available on our Web site,www.antiochianvillage.
org under “Upcoming Events.” Any quedions
about the St. Emmelia Conference should be di-
rected to Barli in Orthodox Programming: 724-238-
3677 ext. 425, or barli@antiochianvillage.org.

Annual Women'’s Lenten Retreat
March 19-21, 2010

Antiochian Women of the East will be host-
ing their annual Women's Lenten Retreat at the
Antiochian Village Conference and Retreat Cen-
ter March 19-21. Mother Alexandra, the Abbess
of the Convent of St. Thekla, will be the guest
speaker and her topic is “Are you ready for the
Resurrection?” Registration forms can be down-
loaded from our Web site: www.antiochianvillage.
org. Please mark your calendars now. We wel-
come all Orthodox sisters to join us. Invite your
friends!

Julia Ritter, 724-238-3677 x 410



House of Studies

The Antiochian House of Studies Announces a Certi cate Program for

Pastoral Marriage and
Family Counseling




Spring Ahead.

Join e Order. Support Camp Scholarships.




