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The Diocese of Worcester & New England welcomes two new parishes: Emmanuel Church in Warren and
Saint Stephen Church in West Brookfield (both will be Western-Rite.) The congregations and clergy come
to our Archdiocese from the Charismatic Episcopal Church. The faithful have been catechized and
chrismated and their leaders are being prepared for ordination November 21-23 by Bishop ANTOUN with
Liturgies on Friday and Sunday at St George Cathedral, Worcester and Vespers in W. Brookfield on
Saturday. Their websites are: www.emmanuelorthodox.org and www.ststephensorthodox.org
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

After attending the mid-summer meeting of Antiochian Women at the Antiochian Village, | returned with a renewed
awareness of the spirituality of our organization which is only a part, but a significant part, of the Antiochian Archdio-
cese of North America. The meetings served as a reminder of the purposes and achievements of this Holy Church
through its hierarchs, the clergy, and the many men and women who “labor in Our Lord’s vineyard.”

The Village itself is a monument to the vision and foresight of our beloved Metropolitan. Set in the rolling hills of
Pennsylvania, it reflects so magnificently the essence of orthodoxy in its Heritage and Learning Center, the Camp,
the religious bookstore and a 21,000 volume library. The museum had a collection of so many artifacts and was a
testament to the history of our church in North America. There was an entire wall dedicated to His Eminence,
beginning with his earliest years, with room reserved for his future. Almost all of the rooms had plaques at the door
which indicated donations from various individuals. There were 100 of them — all with hotel style lodging. The
accommodations were excellent and the food was prepared by professional food and pastry chefs and served by
an enterprising staff.

We attended morning and vesper services in both chapels — the one in the Heritage Center and the one in the Camp.
Except for chairs on the sides, people stood during the entire service and everyone responded to the petitions.
Everyone sang the hymns in unison — | heard some harmonizing in the crowded room. The schedule of events
included meetings of the various organizations — we followed the clergy symposium — the oratorical contest, the bible
bowl, and fun activities in the evening after dinner. There was time for a tour of the camp where our youngsters stay
during their two-week stay. It's no wonder that they like to return. What a great opportunity this was to meet and

get to know so many wonderful people. The caring, giving, reaching out to others permeated the atmosphere.

Antiochian Women are celebrating their 35" anniversary. The various dioceses will observe this occasion on a
regional level and at the Archdiocese Convention in Palm Desert in July of 2009. We met on Friday afternoon and
again on Saturday. The highlight was the luncheon which was dedicated to past presidents of NAB. One woman
came in a wheelchair; another walked with a cane. There was special recognition paid to those members who have
fallen asleep in the Lord, the two most recent members, Kh. Joanne Abdalah and Elinor Bourjaily were eulogized.
Representatives from each diocese presented their reports and it was interesting to learn of their various activities.
In the Diocese of Worcester and New England, we are lucky to be geographically close enough to enable us to meet
frequently and relatively easily. Other regions are so widely scattered that it is more difficult for them to convene.

We, who attended the mid-summer meeting at the Antiochian Village, came away with a deeper understanding of the
workings of the North American Archdiocese and an appreciation of the spirit of Christianity and Antiochian Ortho-
doxy exhibited in Ligonier. Due to rain delays, | could have been stranded on arrival at the Pittsburgh Airport — but
our ladies were there making sure that everyone who came in had a ride to the hotel of choice. All in all, it was a
very rich experience, and one worth remembering.

Thanks to all who reached out and cared for us. Your humble servant, Nora Mary Walker, President (2007-09)
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