December 2010
“WE MAKE A LIVING BY WHAT WE GET; WE MAKE A LIFE BY WHAT WE GIVE"

Our Archdiocese receives many notes of thanks from parents whose children were impacted by their opportunity to attend camp. This letter was received recently which was addressed to Fr. Anthony Yazge, Camp Director and to the Chair of The order. It reads in part: 
Dear Fr. Anthony, My name is _______ and my son _____ and daughter _____ are on their way home from camp today. Shortly after their departure this morning, (my daughter) called me and said "I had the time of my life". I immediately began to cry. Not tears of sorrow but tears of joy. This past year and a half has been very difficult for our family. My husband has been in and out of hospitals with a newly diagnosed mental illness. He continues to be out of work and most likely will be on disability for the rest of his life. My children could not have attended camp this summer without the generous financial help from the camp and the Order of St Ignatius. I thank God for their having the opportunity to get away for a while and be at a place where their hearts can mend and they can come home with a renewed sense of strength. (My daughter's) statement about her time at camp is a highlight in what has been a year of many lows.

This is a festive time of the year as the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord approaches. Our society overwhelms us with thoughts of parties, shopping, caroling, decorating the tree and simply having fun. Surely, our Lord finds contentment in His children seeking joy. However, we must take some time to remember the significance of His birth and remember that this is truly a time for sacrifice and giving.  

The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch celebrates 35 years of “touching people’s lives” by distributing over $20 million dollars since its inception.  The Order’s goal is to provide a financial foundation for our Church’s future in America and throughout the world.  Members of The Order are men and women from all walks of life: secretaries, factory workers, business entrepreneurs, executives, young adults, and grandparents who commit to a lifetime of annual giving. Members are people like you and me who believe that when we combine our gifts miracles can happen because we can do more collectively than any one individual can do alone. This is what The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch is all about. 

The Order embodies four principles: humanitarianism, fellowship in Christ, love of the Orthodox Christian faith, and commitment to the Antiochian Archdiocese.  Combined, these four principles equip us for the work of ministry.   In its own uniquely effective way, the Order mobilizes the laity of this God-protected Archdiocese to accomplish vital ministry none can do alone.

What does The Order of St. Ignatius fund? 

· This past 2010 camping season no child who wanted to go to camp was denied because of a lack of funds. Over 700 young people across the country throughout all of our camps received a scholarship from The Order. 
· Department of Missions and Evangelism: America needs Orthodoxy now more than ever before. The Orthodox faith is the candle that Christ lit 2,000 years ago. It is a beacon of stability, steadfastness, and strength. Our Missions and Evangelism Department works diligently to bring Orthodoxy to America.  

· Department of Youth Ministry: The Order funds a significant number of projects for our youth including Teen SOYO Leadership where the Diocesan and North American officers spend a week in intensive leadership training from an Orthodox perspective. 

· The Order in conjunction with the Department of Youth Ministry kicked off in 2010 "Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth". This program is being coordinated with the Office of the President of the United States of America. This coalition is devoted to reducing substance use and abuse among young people within their church parishes and in their community. Our Antiochian youth are not immune to Satan's influence in our secular society. 
· Our clergy should retire in dignity.  The Order donates $200,000 annually to support our retired clergy and their wives.  And as more and more of our clergy retire the need will become greater to provide a decent retirement to those who have served the Church so faithfully. 

· The Order funds annual distributions to major projects outside our Archdiocese such as Project Mexico, Prison Ministry, IOCC, Teen Special Olympics, and Tree House Ministries (program in Wichita sponsored by St. George Cathedral to support unwed mothers who choose life rather than abortion)
· The Order provides an annual stipend to married Seminarians. Married Seminarians have unique financial challenges. They go to school full time, serve a nearby parish, and support a family.  A very heartwarming thank you note was received from one seminarian which said in part:  “Last year I received a letter from the Order at this same time of year and opening it simultaneously with one of my fellow Antiochian classmates. We both gasped in shock at your kindness toward us. I will never forget his words: "Now we can pay for heat for the rest of the winter." I am writing to you today to tell you that your gift matters.

First and foremost, The Order of St. Ignatius is a SPIRITUAL movement of action by doing good works in the name of the Lord as we embrace a lifetime commitment to God.  The Lord Himself challenges us to give not from our surplus but from our need. Jesus honored the poor widow who gave her last two pennies because she gave from her poverty. She gave what she could not afford. We in America can afford much and have much to be thankful for. 

How do I know if I can afford to join? The key to giving freely will be found in the gift of faith from God - in fully trusting Him as we give. St. Paul calls our attention to the fact that "God is able to provide [us] with every blessing in abundance, so that [we] may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work". We can give and never look back in regret.
The Order of St. Ignatius welcomes all who are faithful to the Orthodox Church, at least 18 years old, and a member in good standing in their local parish. Currently, there are over 4,100 members in The Order. Individual membership is granted with a minimum annual gift of $500 or $1,000. Dues donations can be made through the electronic funds transfer system where $41.67 or $83.34 is deducted from a checking account on a monthly basis. A Life Member is one who wishes to make a gift of at least $15,000 in full or in 3 equal and consecutive annual donations.  Life Membership has a special nuance in that the principal is kept in an endowment and never spent; only the interest is used annually. Thus, a Life member’s gift will continue in perpetuity. There are currently 350 Life Members. Help us get to 400. 
Giving to someone we know is our responsibility. Giving to someone we don’t know is our choice. So give yourself and others a Christmas gift and make The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch your choice. You will be glad you did.

