“How we give through the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch”
Giving through the Order of St. Ignatius can and should be a spiritually rewarding experience for every member on a personal basis. It should never be in lieu of our responsibility to our local parish; this is our obligation. Giving to The Order is our gift to God for all the blessings we have received from Him. "When you give to the poor, it is like lending to the Lord and He will pay you back". The good men and women of our Self-Ruled Antiochian Archdiocese continue to give even when they aren't sure where their next paycheck is coming from. They like you believe that the "Lord will pay them back".
What if I want to give anonymously? What if I don't want to take an oath? What if I don't want to wear a Cross? Maybe the first step in answering these questions is to truly confront oneself and ask, "Is this God's will or am I trying to impose my will for God's?" 
The Lord said, "Beware of practicing your piety before men in order to be seen by them; for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven."Thus, when you give alms, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by men.  Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.  But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

We are first commanded by Christ to give in secret; that is, our giving should be for Godly purpose and not to please our fellow man. This is the first step in spiritual giving. God does not simply acknowledge our material gift, but looks into the heart of every person. Do we give to our fellow man from our heart or do we give only so that we may be honored by our fellow man? God seeks a cheerful giver; that is, we give to God with no condition. We give because He tells us to do so. 
Next, Christ commands us in Matthew 5:16 – “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” One might conclude this contradicts Christ’s previous commandment. However, it can also be viewed as the next step in our giving. We first insure that our giving is from our heart and then and only then can we be a true witness to Christ by our example. Suppose our Saints and Martyrs witnessed to Christ in secret? They witnessed to Christ in a very public way, but not for recognition by their fellow man. 
Why is it then necessary to wear our Cross with the red ribbon? Do we do it to show off? It serves as our witness to Christ and a reminder of Him who accepted the Cross for our salvation. The crimson of the ribbon recalls the blood which the Martyr Ignatius shed for Christ. The Cross and ribbon remind us that sacrificial giving is our obligation as an Antiochian Orthodox Christian.  If we give from our heart and we are called to be a witness to Christ then we WANT to wear the Cross for all it represents. Countless number of converts to Orthodoxy join the Order for the very reason many people shun the Order. It is their way of shouting to the world that they are a true follower of Christ. From a very secular perspective, we do not seem to mind wearing clothes with brand name insignia such as Nike or Coke; yet, we are uncomfortable wearing a Cross. We drive luxury cars that scream elitism, but we are fearful of what people might think if we wear our Cross. 

It is a blessing from God that we are able to give as members of the Order of St. Ignatius. God accepts our gift from our heart so that HE may multiply it;  we "shine before all men" because God mercifully gives us his grace and as a result, we cannot hide. Receiving and wearing our Cross is our gift from God; who are we to say no to God? . 
