ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’S MONTH SERMONETTE
Address to be given to the congregation on the First Sunday of March 2012
Brothers and Sisters in Christ –

Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!  
Good morning!

As contained in the letter from His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, March has been designated as Antiochian Women’s Month in our Archdiocese.  Throughout the month, you will see the women in our parish being even more active than they usually are.  These additional activities will include the reading of the Epistle, ushering, taking the collection, giving the “Antiochian Women’s Month Sermonette,” and speaking about the role of Antiochian Women in our parish, our diocese, and our Archdiocese.  We will also be talking about our project, “The Convent of St. Thekla” at Antiochian Village.

The Antiochian Women are a sisterhood, serving Christ through serving others, especially to those who are in need of our help and support.  In 1973, His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP stated “we must realize once and for all that women have a definite ministry in the life of the Church,” and with this the Antiochian Women’s organization was formed.  These women are found throughout every church in the United States and Canada.  There are currently Antiochian Women sitting next to you, behind you, in front of you.  Antiochian Women range in age from 19 to 99+, and they know no boundaries in their ethnicity.  To be a woman in the Archdiocese is to be an Antiochian Woman.  

I would urge you today to become involved in your local chapter – the Antiochian Women of [name of church].  Speak to one of the officers or committee members about becoming involved in this magnificent ministry.  They are [introduce the officers of your local chapter].  You can volunteer for something as effortless as sending cards to the sick and homebound in your community, or something more involved – organizing a retreat, a parish dinner, or a fundraising project.
I would also urge those women in this parish who are already participating in the local Antiochian Women’s chapter to become involved on the diocesan and Archdiocesan levels as well.  There are seven dioceses across North America, and numerous parishes within each, spread across a multitude of states and provinces.  Meetings in the dioceses and Archdiocese allow you to meet other women that have the same hopes and fears that each of us in this parish experience.  During these gatherings, prayer, fellowship, food and laughter are all present.  You will find that these magnificent women are truly your “Sisters in Christ,” and friendships will be developed that will last a lifetime.  

Following the words of St. James (2:20) that “faith without works is dead,” the Antiochian Women are annually challenged by His Eminence with raising funds for a worthwhile cause.  To date, the Antiochian Women have raised over $3,100,000 for incredibly diverse projects, including the Antiochian Village, Balamand Seminary, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC), Married Seminarians, Missions, the Orphanage Endowment Project, Retired Clergy Housing, Children with Special Needs, and numerous others.

Since 2009, our project has been “The Convent of St. Thekla” which will be built on the grounds of the Antiochian Village in Western Pennsylvania.  We are making history as it will be the first monastic community to be established in the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, and each of you can be a part of making it a reality.
Under the leadership of His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP and the Acting Abbess, Mother Alexandra, the convent is closer to reality than ever before.  Mother Alexandra has prepared a home for monastic life where she currently resides.  A site has been established on the grounds of the Antiochian Village.  Property surveys have been conducted and approved by the local authorities.  An architect, Douglas Shoop from St. Mary’s Orthodox Church in Cambridge, Massachusetts has been hired, and his architectural renderings can be found on our Project poster, the tri-fold for the Project, as well as on the Archdiocese’s website.  As I speak, Mother Alexandra is inviting women to become part of this monastic community.  What a gift the convent will be – not only for those here present, but for our children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
Throughout the Bible, women have been part of many “firsts” – the works performed by Ruth, Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel in the Old Testament, the words and actions of our Holy Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary, the women sitting at Christ’s feet while he taught the good news of salvation, and the myrrh-bearing women who were the first to witness the Resurrection of Our Lord.  So, too, it is fitting that the women of our beloved Antiochian Archdiocese are spearheading a Convent named for St. Thekla, the first woman martyr.
Please join the Antiochian Women in support of this worthwhile project.  Together we can accomplish great things through Christ, who makes all things possible.
