
Jesus Takes Care of Us 

Jesus told this story. 

Once there was a man who owned a vineyard 

where grapes are grown. He needed 

help with the land, so he hired farmers to 

help. But, they didn’t take care of the 

vineyard. And, when he sent his servants 

to tell them, they killed the servants. He 

even sent his son, but they killed him, too. 

Jesus told this story to teach a lesson. He 

was telling the Jewish leaders that they 

were not taking care of God’s people. He 

knew they would even kill Him, like the 

owner’s son. But Jesus rose from the dead 

and became the new leader of God’s people. 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

Grades: Preschool 

September 6, 2009 

Let Us Attend! is published by the Antiochian Orthodox Department of Christian Education 

(www.antiochian.org). If you would like information on our present programs and future initiatives, 

contact Mrs. Carole Buleza at aodce@antiochian.org.  

 

We  gratefully acknowledge support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work 

of the Department.  

1. To whom was Jesus telling this 

story? 

2. The land owner got the land all 

ready for the tenants to use. 

What would he get for letting the 

tenants use the land? 

3. When it was time for the fruit to 

be ready, the land owner sent 

some servants to get his fruit. 

What happened? 

4. When the second group of ser-

vants was not able to get the land 

owner’s fruit, whom did he send? 

Why? 

5. What did the tenants do to the 

land owner’s son? Why did they 

do that? 

6. Jesus told this story to teach the 

leaders a lesson. What did He 

want them to know? Does God 

take care of His people? 

7. The next time the bishop visits 

your parish, listen for the prayer 

when he asks God to “look down, 

O Lord, upon this vineyard…” He 

is praying for your parish. YOU 

are part of God’s vineyard, too! 

 Next week 

Jesus Died and Rose So That We Can Be 
with Him 

You can download audio files of this Gospel at www.antiochian.org/LetUsAttend 
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Jesus Is the New Leader 
One day,  

our Lord Jesus Christ told a parable, a story with a 

special meaning, to some of the important leaders in 

the Hebrew faith. He told them, 

“Once upon a time, there was a land owner who 

planted a vineyard. He worked very hard to make it 

nice: he planted a hedge around it to protect it, dug 

a wine press in it, and built a tower where someone 

could watch over the vineyard. Then, he lent the 

vineyard to tenants, in exchange for some of the 

fruit that they would grow there, and he went away. 

When it was time for the fruit to be ready, the land 

owner sent three servants to the tenants to ask for 

his fruit. When the tenants saw the servants coming, 

they wanted to keep all of the fruit, so they beat 

one servant, killed another, and threw stones at the 

third one. 

When the land owner found out what the tenants 

had done, he sent more servants than he had sent 

the first time. The tenants did the same thing to 

these servants! 

The land owner thought, “I will send my son to get 

the fruit. The tenants will obey him because he is my 
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1. To whom was Jesus telling this 

story? 

2. The land owner got the land all 

ready for the tenants to use. 

What would he get for letting the 

tenants use the land? 

3. When it was time for the fruit to 

be ready, the land owner sent 

some servants to get his fruit. 

What happened? 

4. When the second group of ser-

vants was not able to get the land 

owner’s fruit, whom did he send? 

Why? 

5. What did the tenants do to the 

land owner’s son? Why did they do 

that? 

6. Jesus told this story to teach the 

leaders a lesson. What did He want 

them to know? Does God take care 

of His people? 

7. The next time the bishop visits 

your parish, listen for the prayer 

when he asks God to “look down, O 

Lord, upon this vineyard…” He is 

praying for your parish. YOU are 

part of God’s vineyard, too! 

 

son!” 

But, when the tenants saw who 

was coming to get the fruit, 

they said to each other, “He’s 

the one that will own this land 

one day. If we kill him, we’ll 

get the land to ourselves and 

will not have to listen to the 

land owner any more!” So, they 

threw the son out of the vine-

yard and killed him.” 

Then, our Lord Jesus Christ 

turned to the important lead-

ers and asked them, “Now what do you think that the land 

owner will do with these tenants?” 

They said, “Well, he will put them all to death, and let some-

one better be in charge of the vineyards!” 

Jesus told the leaders this story to teach them a lesson. He 

wanted them to know that they were not taking care of God’s 

people in the way that they should have. He wanted them to 

know that He knew they would kill Him one day. He also 

wanted them to know that God would take care of his people, 

his “vineyard,” even if they would not. 

 Next week 

Jesus Died and Rose Again So That We 
Can Be with Him 



The Tenants of the Vineyard 
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The Lord spoke this parable. 

“There was a householder who planted a 
vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and dug a 
wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out 
to tenants, and went into another country. 
 
“When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to tenants, to get his fruit; and the ten-
ants took his servants and beat one, killed an-
other, and stoned another. Again he sent other 
servants, more than the first; and the did the 
same to them. Afterward he sent his son to 
them, saying, “They will respect my son” 
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill 
him and collect his inheritance.” And they took 
him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed 
him.  
 
“When therefore the owner of the Vineyard 
comes, what will he do with his tenants?” They 
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death, and let out the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give them the fruits in 
their seasons.”  
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
scriptures: “The very stone which the builders 
rejected has become the head of the corner: this 
is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes?” 
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1. At the beginning of this Gospel pas-

sage, what did the householder do, 

before lending his land out to tenants 

and leaving for another country? Did 

the tenants have all that they needed, 

to do what they needed to do to pay 

the householder? 

2. How did the tenants respond when 

the householder sent servants to col-

lect his fruit? What about when he 

sent more servants? 

3. Why did the householder send his 

own son to collect the fruit? What 

did the tenants do, this time? 

4. Jesus was telling this parable to some 

of the religious leaders in Israel. Why 

do you think Jesus was telling it to 

them? What did He want them to 

think about? 

5. If the householder in the story repre-

sented God, and the land represented 

the people of Israel, who do you 

think the tenants represented? Who 

had been asked to care for the people 

of Israel? When the 

“householder” (God) sent His own 

Son (Jesus), did the real-life 

“tenants” recognize and honor Him? 

6. Do you think the religious leaders 

were happy about what Jesus was 

saying?  

7. What about you? When God (or an 

adult who is acting in your life on 

His behalf) lets you know about 

something that you are not doing 

right, do you ignore Him? Do you 

get angry? Or do you receive His 

correction and make changes to do 

what is right? 
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 Next week 

That the World 
Might Be Saved 

You can download audio files of this Gospel at www.antiochian.org/LetUsAttend 



 

Jesus spoke this 

parable. 

“There was a householder 
who planted a vineyard, 
and set a hedge around it, 
and dug a wine press in it, 
and built a tower, and let it 
out to tenants, and went 
into another country. 

 
“When the season of fruit 
drew near, he sent his ser-
vants to tenants, to get his 
fruit; and the tenants took 
his servants and beat one, 
killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent 
other servants, more than 
the first; and the did the 
same to them. Afterward he 
sent his son to them, say-
ing, “They will respect my 
son” But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to 
themselves, “This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him 
and collect his inheritance.” 
And they took him and cast 
him out of the vineyard and 
killed him.  
 
“When therefore the owner 
of the Vineyard comes, 
what will he do with his 
tenants?” They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches 

to a miserable death, and let 
out the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give them 
the fruits in their seasons.”  
 
Jesus said to them, “Have 
you never read in the scrip-

tures: “The very stone 
which the builders rejected 
has become the head of the 
corner: this is the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes?” 

 

Focus questions 

 

1. What is a tenant 

farmer? 

2. What does a tenant 

farmer pay to 

the landlord? 

3. In this story, 

which is an allegory, 

there are 

many “characters” 

who represent 

real-life players at 

the time of Jesus. 

4. In the story, 

which group of 

characters gets 

killed? These are 

the prophets. 

5. Who do you think 

the landlord’s son 

is? He is also the 

cornerstone referred 

to in the 

last paragraph. 

6. The vineyard is 

Israel, given to the 

religious leaders 

for their care. 

Why were the 

Jewish leaders 

angry after hearing 

this story? 

 
 Next week: That the World Might Be Saved 

13th Sun
day afte

r Pentec
ost 

Matthew 2
1:33-42
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Focus questions 
 

1. What is a tenant 

farmer? 

2. What does a tenant 

farmer pay to 

the landlord? 

3. In this story, 

which is an allegory, 

there are 

many “characters” 

who represent 

real-life players at 

the time of Jesus. 

4. In the story, 

which group of 

characters gets 

killed? These are 

the prophets. 

5. Who do you think 

the landlord’s son 

is? He is also the 

cornerstone referred 

to in the 

last paragraph. 

6. The vineyard is 

Israel, given to the 

religious leaders 

for their care. 

Why were the 

Jewish leaders 

angry after hearing 

this story? 

7. Does this story 

have a message for 

us? 

 
 

Next week: Why Did the Son of Man Come to Us? 
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The Vineyard 
Jesus spoke this 

parable. 

“There was a householder 
who planted a vineyard, and 
set a hedge around it, and 
dug a wine press in it, and 
built a tower, and let it out 

to tenants, and went into 
another country. 

 
“When the season of fruit 
drew near, he sent his ser-
vants to tenants, to get his 
fruit; and the tenants took 
his servants and beat one, 

killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other 
servants, more than the 
first; and the did the same 
to them. Afterward he sent 
his son to them, saying, 
“They will respect my son” 

But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to them-
selves, “This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and 
collect his inheritance.” And 
they took him and cast him 
out of the vineyard and 
killed him.  
 
“When therefore the owner 
of the Vineyard comes, 
what will he do with his 
tenants?” They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches 
to a miserable death, and let 
out the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give them 
the fruits in their seasons.”  
 
Jesus said to them, “Have 
you never read in the scrip-
tures: “The very stone 
which the builders rejected 
has become the head of the 
corner: this is the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in 
our eyes?” 
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