
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

December 10, 2013 
 
Beloved Clergy of our God-Protected Archdiocese: 
 
Greetings to you and your families as we prepare our hearts to receive the One who had no place to lay his 
head. I pray you are having a blessed Fast. 
 
Recently you received via email the new calendar of Epistles and Gospels for 2014. This matches precisely the 
calendar published by our Patriarchate for 2014. Please use it to be sure your parish is reading the correct 
Epistle and Gospel each week as they sometimes differ from other Orthodox jurisdictions. As most of you have 
heard, beginning in January, we will have a singular set of weekly liturgical notes that will be posted on the 
archdiocese website and will match what is in the printed liturgical guide. The printed guide has been gone over 
thoroughly by members of the new Liturgical Committee team headed by our Vicar General, Archpriest 
Thomas Zain. If there are any typos or corrections that were missed, they will be made note of in the weekly 
notes that will appear on antiochian.org (and distributed by email in some of the dioceses). Therefore, there 
should be no more confusion by having various sources within our archdiocese. For those that use the bi-lingual 
matins service prepared by Fr. Nicholas Dahdal, his text will also match the official text beginning in January. 
 
Part of the work of this committee is also to make corrections in some of the liturgical texts in conjunction with 
the Department of Liturgics and Translations. One difference is regarding “God is the Lord” at Orthros. It is 
only to be sung four times with three verses, now matching the practice within our Patriarchate and our Syro-
Byzantine tradition. As our liturgical books are reprinted, they will reflect this change. Another clarification is 
the singing of the prokeimenon on Saturday evening. It is only to be sung three times, with the two verses or 
stikhos after the first and second chanting. Finally, you will see we have officially added the reading (not 
chanting) of the kontakion, oikos and synaxiarion at Matins so people may hear about the saint of the day. 
Please follow these liturgical notes very carefully so that we may have good order in the Church. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please email Fr. Thomas Zain at abounathomas@me.com. 
 
Wishing you all a blessed remainder of the fast and a most joyous feast of our Lord’s nativity in the flesh, I 
remain, 
 
Your Father in Christ, 
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