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Geneva, 20 March 2014 
 

 

 

 
Your Beatitude, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of life and resurrection. 

I write to express my sincere condolences on the passing unto life eternal of Metropolitan Philip 
(Saliba), Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America, respected and beloved 
among you, the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East, but also within the 
whole ecumenical movement. 

The late Metropolitan Philip will always be remembered as the Antiochian hierarch who has 
been a courageous defender of the cause of justice and peace in the Middle East.  He was the 
great builder of the Antiochian Archdiocese in North America, where, since his election in 1966, 
he tirelessly worked on developing it and on creating new missions and parishes. The 
Archdiocese now counts nine dioceses with more than 275 parishes, missions, educational 
institutions church related organizations and orders. His active role in supporting several of the 
World Council of Churches’ initiatives, particularly those related to the Christian presence and 
witness in the Middle East, will keep his memory eternal in his Church, but also in the whole 
Orthodox Church and the ecumenical family at large. 

In our Lord’s name, we can confidently repeat with St Paul: “I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 

I extend my sympathy to Your Beatitude, to your Church and to the family of Metropolitan Philip 
of blessed memory. Please make sure that your brothers and sisters in Christ join your Church in 
celebrating the life of Metropolitan Philip and keeping his memory and vision before us. 

May his memory be eternal in the Lord’s mind, in the fellowship of the churches worldwide, and 
in the hearts of all those who knew and loved him!  

Yours in our common Lord, 

 
Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit 
General Secretary 
 

 
His Beatitude John X 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch 
and All the East 
President 
World Council of Churches 
Damascus 
Syria 
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