
The Death of John the Baptist  

During the time of Jesus, 

King Herod was the ruler for the Jews. He began to 

hear stories about Jesus. People were comparing Jesus 

to other great people. One man they compared him to 

was John the Baptist. John was a great preacher, just 

like Jesus. John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. 

John was not afraid to tell people to repent of their 

sins, and change their lives. He told that to King Herod 

because the king had killed his brother. This made the 

king’s wife very, very angry. Then the king had John 

the Baptist killed. This is how it happened. One day, 

the king held a large banquet and many important peo-

ple were there. The king’s stepdaughter performed a 

dance and the king was so pleased, he told her, “I will 

give you anything, even half of my kingdom.” Everyone 

heard him. The girl, Salome, asked her mother what 

she should ask for. Her mother, Herodias, said, “Ask 

for the head of John the Baptist.” So the king com-

manded one of his soldiers to kill John by beheading 

him, and that is what happened. 

When the followers of John heard this, this came to 

get his body to lay it in a tomb.  
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1. The story of the death of John 

the Baptist is very sad. John was 

a good man. He baptized people at 

the Jordan River. What is the 

name of one person he baptized? 

2. King Herod had done something 

bad, and John had told him so. 

What was the bad thing King 

Herod had done? 

3. John the Baptist prepared the 

way for Jesus. This means he 

prepared people to hear Jesus 

teach about the Kingdom of God. 

He is so important that his icon is 

on the icon screen of every Or-

thodox Church. He always wears a 

camel skin and looks like he lived 

in the wilderness, which he did. 

Can you find his icon? 
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The Death of John the Baptist 

One day,  

King Herod heard about Jesus and the great things he could 

do. 

Some people said that John the baptizer had come back to 

life. Others thought Jesus was Eli’as. Other people thought 

he must be another of the prophets. 

But not King Herod: when he heard about Jesus and what He 

could do, King Herod was sure that Jesus was John the bap-

tizer, raised to life again. And then he remembered what 

had happened: 

You see, Herod had married his brother Philip’s wife, 

Herodias. John had told him, “It is not right for you to be 

married to your brother’s wife.” 

This made Herodias angry at John. She wanted to hurt him. 

But King Herod would not let her, because he knew that 

John was holy, so he put John in prison, to keep him safe. He 

liked to listen to John, even though he didn’t always under-

stand the things that John said. 

On the night of King Herod’s birthday, everything changed. 

Herod had many friends over for a party. He asked 

Herodias’ daughter to come and dance for him and his 

guests. 

She danced so beautifully that it made all of them very 

happy. King Herod was so pleased that he told her she could 
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1. Who did the people think that 

Jesus was? Who did the king 

think he was? 

2. Why did the king put John into 

prison? 

3. What did Herodias’ daughter do 

on King Herod’s birthday? Did he 

like it? How do you know? 

4. What did the king tell the girl 

that she could have? Do you 

think that was a good reward? 

Why or why not? 

5. What did Herodias’ daughter ask 

the king for? Was the king glad 

to give it to her? Why or why 

not? 

6. Did you ever make a promise and 

wish you did not? What did you 

do? Ask God to help you to make 

good promises that you can keep. 

have anything she 

wanted, up to half of 

his kingdom! 

Herodias’ daughter 

went to her mother 

to ask what she 

should ask for. 

Herodias knew what 

she wanted, and she 

told her daughter to 

ask for the head of 

John the Baptist, on 

a  plate. 

When he heard the 

request, King Herod was very sad. But, he had prom-

ised the girl whatever she wanted, and since he had 

promised in front of so many important people, he 

could not go back on his word. So, he sent a soldier, 

who went right to the prison where John was, killed 

John, and brought back John’s head on a plate. 

The girl took the head to her mother. 

When John’s disciples heard about it, they came and 

took John’s body and buried it. Then they went to 

Jesus and told him about what they had done and 

taught. 
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The Beheading of John the Forerunner 
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At that time, 

Jesus’ name had become known, and the King Herod 

heard of it. 

Some said, “John the baptizer has been raised from the 

dead; that is why these powers are at 

work in him.” But others said, “It is 

Eli’as.” And others said, “It is a prophet, 

like one of the prophets of old.” But 

when Herod heard of it he said, “John, 

whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For 

Herod had sent and seized John, and 

bound him in prison for the sake of 

Hero’di-as, his brother Philip’s wife; 

because he had married her. For John 

said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you 

to have your brother’s wife.” And 

Hero’di-as had a grudge against him, 

and wanted to kill him. But she could 

not, for Herod feared John, knowing that 

he was a righteous and holy man, and 

kept him safe. When he heard him, he was much per-

plexed; and yet he heard him gladly. But an opportunity 

came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 

courtiers and officers and the leading men of Galilee. For 

when Hero’di-as’ daughter came in and danced, she 

pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the 

girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will grant it.” 

And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give 

to you, even half of my kingdom.” 

And she went out, and said to her 

mother, “What shall I ask?” and she 

said, “The head of John the Baptist on 

a platter.” And the king was exceed-

ingly sorry; but because of his oath and 

his guests he did not want to break his 

word to her. And immediately the king 

sent a soldier of the guard and gave 

orders to bring his head. He went and 

beheaded him in the prison, and 

brought his head on a platter, and gave 

it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her 

mother. When his disciples heard of it, 

they came and took his body, and laid 

it in a tomb. 

The apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that they 

had done and taught. 
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1. At the beginning of this Gospel 

reading, what rumors were there 

about who Jesus was? Who did 

King Herod think Jesus was? 

2. For whom had Herod impris-

oned John? What had John said 

that Herod was doing that was 

wrong? How did Hero’di-as feel 

about that? 

3. Why had Herod allowed John to 

live? What happened that 

changed that? 

4. Why couldn’t the King spare 

John’s life after Hero’di-as’ 

daughter’s request? 

5. Have you ever promised some-

one something and later regret-

ted it? What did you do? What 

did Herod do? Do you think he 

regretted it? 

6. Pray, and ask God to help you 

to only make promises that are 

wise, and that you can keep! 
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At that time, 

Jesus’ name had be-
come known, and the 
King Herod heard of 

it. 

Some said, “John the 
baptizer has been 

raised from the dead; 
that is why these 
powers are at work in 
him.” But others said, 
“It is Eli’as.” And oth-
ers said, “It is a 
prophet, like one of 
the prophets of old.” 
But when Herod 
heard of it he said, 

“John, whom I be-
headed, has been 
raised.” For Herod had 

sent and seized John, 
and bound him in 
prison for the sake of 

Hero’di-as, his brother 
Philip’s wife; because 
he had married her. 

For John said to 
Herod, “It is not law-
ful for you to have 
your brother’s wife.” 
And Hero’di-as had a 
grudge against him, 
and wanted to kill 
him. But she could 
not, for Herod feared 

John, knowing that he 
was a righteous and 
holy man, and kept 

him safe. When he 
heard him, he was 
much perplexed; and 

yet he heard him 
gladly. But an oppor-
tunity came when 
Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet for his 
courtiers and officers 
and the leading men of 

Galilee. For when 
Hero’di-as’ daughter 
came in and danced, 

she pleased Herod and 
his guests; and the 
king said to the girl, 

“Ask me for whatever 
you wish, and I will 

grant it.” And he 
vowed to her, 
“Whatever you ask 

me, I will give to you, 
even half of my king-
dom.” And she went 

out, and said to her 
mother, “What shall I 
ask?” and she said, 

“The head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.” 
And the king was ex-

ceedingly sorry; but 
because of his oath 
and his guests he did 
not want to break his 

word to her. And im-
mediately the king 
sent a soldier of the 
guard and gave orders 
to bring his head. He 
went and beheaded 

him in the prison, and 
brought his head on a 
platter, and gave it to 
the girl; and the girl 
gave it to her mother. 
When his disciples 

heard of it, they came 
and took his body, and 
laid it in a tomb. 

The apostles returned 
to Jesus, and told him 
all that they had done 
and taught. 

About Prophets and Covenants 

and Us 

 

Elias and John the Baptist were both 
great prophets. It was the job of the 
prophets to remind people that they 
were in a covenant relationship with 
God. A covenant is like a pact. Both 
sides agree to certain conditions in 
order for the covenant to continue. The 
covenant relationship between God 
and the Jews was/is the Ten Com-
mandments. God’s contribution was 
bringing the Israelites out of slavery 
(out of Egypt), and his continuing 
presence with them. For the Israelites 
(Jews) there were ten conditions.  
When they were not meeting their 
obligations, the prophets yelled at 
them to return to the covenant. The 
most well-known episode of the 
prophet Elias is found in I Kings 18:1-
40. The people had begun to worship 
another God, Baal, and this episode 
tells how Elias proved to them that the 
God of Israel was the true God. 

 

1. John the Baptist yelled to people, 
“Repent for kingdom of God is at 
hand.” 

2. What else did John the Baptist do 
as a prophet? 

 
When Jesus came, he did not do away 
with the covenant, but rather in-
creased it. Jesus saved us from slavery 
to sin and death. We are in a pact, or 
covenant with Jesus. 

 

1. Name one of the Ten Command-
ments. 

2. Are you aware that you are in a 
pact with Jesus? 

3. What do you depend on Jesus to 
do, for His part? 

4. What does Jesus depend on you Next week: Love God! 
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A Brief but Important Lesson About Prophets 

and Covenants and Us 

 

Elias and John the Baptist were both great 
prophets. It was the job of the prophets to re-

mind people that they were in a covenant rela-

tionship with God. A covenant is like a pact. 
Both sides agree to certain conditions in order 

for the covenant to remain active. The covenant 

relationship between God and the Jews was/is 

the Ten Commandments. God’s contribution 
was bringing the Israelites out of slavery (out of 

Egypt), and his continuing presence with them. 

For the Israelites (Jews) there were ten condi-
tions.  When they were not meeting their obliga-

tions, the prophets yelled at them to return to 

the covenant. The most well-known episode of 
the prophet Elias is found in I Kings 18:1-40.The 

people had begun to worship another God, Baal, 

and this episode tells how Elias proved to them 

that the God of Israel was the true God. 
 

1. John the Baptist yelled to people, “Repent for 

kingdom of God is at hand.” 
2. What else did John the Baptist do as a 

prophet? 

 
When Jesus came, he did not do away with the 

covenant, but rather increased it. Jesus saved us 

from slavery to sin and death. We are in a pact, 

or covenant with Jesus. 
 

1. Are you aware that you are in a pact with 

Jesus? 
3. What do you depend on Jesus to do, for His 

part? 

4. What does Jesus depend on you to do, for 
your part? 

5. Find Matthew 5. This is the Sermon on the 

Mount. Look for Jesus’ words, “but I say to 

you.” This is an instance of how Jesus IN-
CREASED the covenant. 

6. John the Baptist yelled at the people to return 

to the covenant. Who reminds you to change 
your ways and return to your covenant with 

Jesus? 
Next week: Love God! 
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The Beheading of John the Forerunner 

At that time, 

At that time, Jesus’ 

name had become 

known, and the King 

Herod heard of it. 

Some said, “John the 

baptizer has been 

raised from the dead; 

that is why these 

powers are at work 

in him.” But others 

said, “It is Eli’as.” 

And others said, “It is 

a prophet, like one of 

the prophets of old.” 

But when Herod 

heard of it he said, 

“John, whom I be-

headed, has been 

raised.” For Herod 

had sent and seized 

John, and bound him 

in prison for the sake 

of Hero’di-as, his 

brother Philip’s wife; 

because he had mar-

ried her. For John 

said to Herod, “It is 

not lawful for you to 

have your brother’s 

wife.” And Hero’di-as 

had a grudge against 

him, and wanted to 

kill him. But she 

could not, for Herod 

feared John, knowing 

that he was a right-

eous and holy man, 

and kept him safe. 

When he heard him, 

he was much per-

plexed; and yet he 

heard him gladly. But 

an opportunity came 

when Herod on his 

birthday gave a ban-

quet for his courtiers 

and officers and the 

leading men of Gali-

lee. For when 

Hero’di-as’ daughter 

came in and danced, 

she pleased Herod 

and his guests; and 

the king said to the 

girl, “Ask me for 

whatever you wish, 

and I will grant it.” 

And he vowed to her, 

“Whatever you ask 

me, I will give to you, 

even half of my king-

dom.” And she went 

out, and said to her 

mother, “What shall 

I ask?” and she said, 

“The head of John the 

Baptist on a platter.” 

And the king was 

exceedingly sorry; 

but because of his 

oath and his guests 

he did not want to 

break his word to 

her. And immediately 

the king sent a sol-

dier of the guard and 

gave orders to bring 

his head. He went 

and beheaded him in 

the prison, and 

brought his head on a 

platter, and gave it to 

the girl; and the girl 

gave it to her mother. 

When his disciples 

heard of it, they came 

and took his body, 

and laid it in a tomb. 

The apostles re-

turned to Jesus, and 

told him all that they 

had done and taught. 

Let Us Attend! is published by the Antiochian Orthodox Department of Christian Education (www.antiochian.org). If you would 

like information on our present programs and future initiatives, contact Mrs. Carole Buleza at aodce@antiochian.org.  

 

We  gratefully acknowledge support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work of the Department.  

You can download audio files of this Gospel at www.antiochian.org/LetUsAttend 

Beheadin
g of St. 

John the
  

Forerunn
er 

Mark 6:1
4-30 


