
Jesus Talks with Peter 

After Jesus rose from the dead, 

He came to see his disciples. He looked at Peter 

and said, “Peter, do you love me more than the 

other disciples? Peter said, “Yes, Lord, you know 

that I love you.” Then Jesus said to him, “Take 

care of my lambs.” A second time Jesus asked 

Peter, “Do you love me?” Peter  replied, “Yes, 

Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus then said, 

“Take care of  my sheep.” A third time Jesus said 

to Peter, “Do you love me?” Peter was confused 

and upset because Jesus asked  him three times, 

“Do you love me?” Peter turned to Jesus and said, 

“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 

you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

The disciple who wrote this Gospel was named 

John. He ended his book about Jesus saying: 

There are many stories about Jesus because He 

did so many good things. He taught us how to live. 

When we think we have learned everything there 

is to know about who Jesus is, and what He 

taught, we are surprised because there is still 

more to learn! 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . John 21:15-25 

1. Did this story take place before 

or after Jesus died? 

2. Jesus came to see his disciples. 

He spoke to one of them in this 

story. What is the name of that 

disciple? 

3. What did Jesus ask Peter? 

4. How did Peter answer? 

5. Jesus then gave Peter some in-

structions. What did he tell Pe-

ter? 

6. Jesus wasn’t really talking about 

sheep. He wanted Peter to take 

care of the rest of the disciples. 

7. Because Jesus was going back to 

the Father, the disciples and all 

the followers of Jesus needed 

someone new to be their leader. 

Which disciple did Jesus choose 

to be the leader? 
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 Next week 

Be Kind Even When 
it is Hard 

Jesus Talks with Peter 

One day,  
after His resurrection, Our Lord Jesus 

Christ appeared to His disciples. He spoke 

with Simon Peter. “Simon, son of Jonah, 

do you love me more than these people?” 

Peter said, “Yes, Lord, you know that I 

love you!” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my lambs.” (Our 

Lord Jesus Christ did not mean actual 

baby sheep: He was calling His followers 

sheep.) 

After a bit, the Lord Jesus asked again, 

“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me?” 

Peter answered, “Yes, Lord, You know that I love you!” 

And Jesus replied, “Take care of my sheep.” 

Then, Jesus asked a third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, 

do you love me?” 

Peter was very sad that Jesus asked him the same 

question the third time, but he answered, “Lord, You 

know everything! You know that I love you!” 

Then Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep. Let me tell 

you something, Peter: when you were young, you got 

dressed by yourself and went wherever you wanted to. 

But, when you are old, you will put your hands 

out in front of you, and someone else will 

dress you and carry you where you do not 

want to go.” (Jesus said this to tell what kind 

of death St. Peter would die.) And Jesus said, 

“Follow Me!” 

Peter then turned and saw that the disciple 

that Jesus loved, the one that had been close 

to Jesus at the supper and had asked, “Lord, 

who is it that is going to betray you?” was 

following them. When Peter saw him, he asked 

Jesus, “Lord, what about him? What will hap-

pen to him?” 

Jesus answered, “If I want him to stay alive 

until I come again, what does that matter to you? It is 

not really any of your business. Now, follow Me.” 

After that, a rumor started that the Apostle John 

would never die. But, Jesus hadn’t actually said that 

John would not die, He just said, “If I want him to 

stay alive until I come again, it isn’t really any of your 

business!” 

John saw all of these things happen, and wrote them 

down. He knows that what he told about in this Gospel 

book is true. 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . John 21:15-25 

1. Our Lord Jesus had some questions for 

Simon Peter. What did He ask? How many 

times did He ask it? 

2. What did Simon Peter answer, every 

time? 

3. Our Lord Jesus gave Simon Peter di-

rections, each time he answered the ques-

tion. What did He tell Peter to do? 

 

4. Jesus told Peter what would happen to 

him before he died. Simon Peter wanted 

to know about another disciple’s future: 

which disciple did he ask Jesus about? 

After Jesus answered, what rumor 

started? 

5. What did the Apostle John do to help 

Christians after him to know about Jesus? 

Did he write everything down? Why or 

why not? 

6. Many things that Jesus did, that are 

not written down, we hear about 

through the Church. We are very 

blessed, because we have the Holy 

Scriptures AND the Church to tell us 

about Jesus. Pray, and thank God for 

giving us both ways to help us learn 

about Him, so that, like St. Peter, we 

can follow Him, too. 
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Take Care of My Sheep 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . John 21:15-25 

1. When Our Lord appeared to the 

disciples after His resurrection, what 

question did He ask Simon Peter? 

How did Peter respond, each time? 

 

2. How many times did Our Lord ask 

Peter the question? Why do you 

think He asked the same question 

that many times? 

3. Since Simon Peter acknowledged 

that he loved the Lord Jesus, what 

did Our Lord tell him to do? Think 

about his later life. Did St. Peter do 

what Christ asked him to do? 

 

4. What does Our Lord Jesus prophesy 

about St. Peter’s life? Did the proph-

ecy come true? 

5. Why was there a rumor that the 

Apostle John would not die? 

 

6. St. John knew a lot about Our Lord. 

He wrote much of it down, to help 

the rest of us learn about Him. What 

did St. John say about the other 

things that Jesus did, that weren’t 

written down? 

At that time, 

Jesus revealed himself to his disci-

ples after he was raised from the 

dead, and said to Simon Peter, 

“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 

me more than these?” He said to 

him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 

love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend 

my lambs.” A second time Jesus 

said to him, “Simon, son of Jonah, 

do you love me?” He said to him, 

“Yes, Lord; you know that I love 

you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my 

sheep.” Jesus said to him a third 

time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you 

love me?” Peter was grieved be-

cause He said to him the third time, 

“Do you love me?” And he said to 

him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that 

I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep. 

Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, 

you girded yourself and walked where you would; 

but when you are old, you will stretch out your 

hands, and another will gird you and carry you 

where you do not wish to go.” (This he said to 

show by what death Peter was to glorify God.) 

And after this he said to him, “Follow 

me.” 

Peter turned and saw following them 

the disciple whom Jesus loved, who 

had lain close to his breast at the sup-

per and had said, “Lord, who is it that 

is going to betray you?” When Peter 

saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, 

what about this man?” Jesus said to 

him, “If it is my will that he remain 

until I come, what is that to you? Fol-

low me!” The saying spread abroad 

among the brethren that this disciple 

was not to die; yet Jesus did not say 

to him that he was not to die, but, “If 

it is my will that he remain until I 

come, what is that to you?’ 

This is the disciple who is bearing witness to 

these things, and who has written these things; 

and we know that his testimony is true. 

But there are also many other things which Jesus 

did; were every one of them to be written, I sup-

pose that the world itself could not contain the 

books that would be written. Amen. 
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 Next week 

Take up Your Cross 

Readers Theater 

Characters: Narrator, Jesus, Peter, John 

 

Narrator: Jesus revealed himself to his disciples 

after he was raised from the dead, and 

said to Simon Peter,  

Jesus: Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me 

more than these?  

Narrator: He said to him,  

Peter: Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.  

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: Tend my lambs. 

Narrator: A second time Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me? 

Narrator: He said to him,  

Peter: Yes, Lord; you know that I love you. 

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: Tend my sheep. 

Narrator: Jesus said to him a third time, 

Jesus: Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me? 

Narrator: Peter was grieved because He said to 

him the third time,  

Jesus: Do you love me? 

Narrator: And he said to him,  

Peter: Lord, you know everything; you know 

that I love you. 

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: Tend my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to 

you, when you were young, you girded 

yourself and walked where you would; 

but when you are old, you will stretch 

out your hands, and another will gird 

you and carry you where you do not 

wish to go. 

Narrator: (This he said to show by what death 

Peter was to glorify God.) And after 

this he said to him,  

Jesus: Follow me. 

Narrator: Peter turned and saw following them 

the disciple whom Jesus loved, who 

had lain close to his breast at the supper 

and had said,  

John: Lord, who is it that is going to betray 

you? 

Narrator: When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus,  

Peter: Lord, what about this man? 

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: If it is my will that he remain until I 

come, what is that to you? Follow me! 

Narrator: The saying spread abroad among the 

brethren that this disciple was not to 

die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he 

was not to die, but,  

Jesus: If it is my will that he remain until I 

come, what is that to you? 

Narrator: This is the disciple who is bearing wit-

ness to these things, and who has writ-

ten these things; and we know that his 

testimony is true. But there are also 

many other things which Jesus did; 

were every one of them to be written, I 

suppose that the world itself could not 

contain the books that would be writ-

ten. Amen. 
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At that time, 

Jesus revealed himself to 
his disciples after he was 
raised from the dead, and 
said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that 
I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Tend my lambs.” A 
second time Jesus said to 
him, “Simon, son of Jonah, 
do you love me?” He said 
to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Tend 
my sheep.” Jesus said to 
him a third time, “Simon, 
son of Jonah, do you love 
me?” Peter was grieved 
because He said to him 
the third time, “Do you 
love me?” And he said to 
him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Tend my sheep. 
Truly, truly, I say to you, 
when you were young, 
you girded yourself and 
walked where you would; 
but when you are old, you 
will stretch out your 
hands, and another will 

gird you and carry you 
where you do not wish to 
go.” (This he said to show 
by what death Peter was 
to glorify God.) And after 
this he said to him, 
“Follow me.” 

Peter turned and saw fol-
lowing them the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, who 
had lain close to his 
breast at the supper and 

had said, “Lord, who is it 
that is going to betray 
you?” When Peter saw 
him, he said to Jesus, 
“Lord, what about this 
man?” Jesus said to him, 
“If it is my will that he 
remain until I come, what 
is that to you? Follow 
me!” The saying spread 
abroad among the breth-
ren that this disciple was 
not to die; yet Jesus did 
not say to him that he 
was not to die, but, “If it 
is my will that he remain 
until I come, what is that 
to you?’ 

This is the disciple who is 
bearing witness to these 
things, and who has writ-
ten these things; and we 
know that his testimony 
is true. 

But there are also many 
other things which Jesus 
did; were every one of 
them to be written, I sup-
pose that the world itself 
could not contain the 
books that would be 
written. Amen. 

 

Focus questions 

1. The Gospel story 

takes place after Jesus 

rose from the dead, and 

before he ascended to 

the right hand of the 

Father. We celebrate 

his going to the Father 

on the feastday called 

the “Ascension.” How 

many days after Pascha 

do we celebrate the 

Ascension? 

2. Peter shows up in 

the gospel’s story sev-

eral times. What do you 

remember about Peter? 

3. There is a story 

involving Peter that took 

place just before Jesus’ 

crucifixion. It explains 

why Jesus the question, 

“Do you love me?” three 

times. What happened in 

that story? 

4. The “sheep” that 

Jesus referred to are 

not sheep. What are 

they? 

5. What did Jesus 

mean when said to Peter, 

“Tend my sheep?” 

6. In the last part of 

the gospel, the gospel 

writer departs from the 

story to make a state-

ment. Who is the gospel 

writer? 

 

Next week: Be Merciful 
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Focus questions 

1. What do you remember 

about Peter from this 

gospel reading? 

2. While Jesus was held 

prisoner, before his cru-

cifixion, Peter denied 

Christ. What happened 

in the story? Find the 

passage in the Orthodox 

Study Bible (OSB with 

the Old Testament if 

possible). Read and dis-

cuss the footnotes. 

3. In the OSB which con-

tains the Old Testament 

also, one of the footnotes 

states that Jesus the first 

two times Jesus asked 

Peter, “Do you love me?” 

he used the word for 

love, “agape,” which is 

the word for the highest 

form of love—self-

sacrificing love. Peter 

replied with the word 

for love, “philo,” which is 

familial love. The third 

time, Jesus asked using 

the word, “philo.”  Think 

about the difference in 

these two kinds of love. 

4. Is “philo” love something 

you feel in your heart? 

5. Jesus had “agape” love. Is 

“agape” love a feeling, or 

something else? 

 Next week: Be Merciful 
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Take Care of My Sheep 
At that time, 

Jesus revealed himself to 
his disciples after he was 
raised from the dead, 
and said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Tend my 
lambs.” A second time 
Jesus said to him, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love me?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Tend 
my sheep.” Jesus said to 
him a third time, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love me?” Peter was 
grieved because He said 
to him the third time, 
“Do you love me?” And 
he said to him, “Lord, 
you know everything; 
you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Tend my sheep. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, when 
you were young, you 

girded yourself and 
walked where you 
would; but when you are 
old, you will stretch out 

your hands, and another 
will gird you and carry 
you where you do not 
wish to go.” (This he 
said to show by what 
death Peter was to glo-
rify God.) And after this 
he said to him, “Follow 
me.” 

Peter turned and saw 
following them the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved, 
who had lain close to his 
breast at the supper and 
had said, “Lord, who is it 
that is going to betray 

you?” When Peter saw 
him, he said to Jesus, 
“Lord, what about this 
man?” Jesus said to him, 
“If it is my will that he 
remain until I come, 
what is that to you? Fol-
low me!” The saying 
spread abroad among 
the brethren that this 
disciple was not to die; 
yet Jesus did not say to 
him that he was not to 
die, but, “If it is my will 
that he remain until I 
come, what is that to 
you?’ 

This is the disciple who 
is bearing witness to 
these things, and who 
has written these things; 
and we know that his 
testimony is true. 

But there are also many 
other things which Jesus 
did; were every one of 
them to be written, I 
suppose that the world 
itself could not contain 
the books that would be 
written. Amen. 
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