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Additional recommended study resource: The New Testament 
Introduction: Matthew and the Canon by Paul Nadim Tarazi. 
OCABS Press.  W hile this book will not be a source of 
questions in the Bible Bowl, it is a good resource 
to help expand the understanding
of the Gospel of Matthew
for the student and
Bible Study leader.



Go to www.antiochian.org/Festivals for 

additional information on the

Oratorical Festival.
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Fellowship of St. John the Divine.

Keeping in mind the Conference & Convention Theme:

ORATORICAL
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“Be mindful, O Lord of the priesthood, the diaconate 
and every priestly rank…” (The Anaphora of Basil)

The priests, deacons and all of the priestly ranks lead us in our Liturgical celebrations.  Our Spiritual 
Fathers and clergy guide us in life and are there for us during joyous and difficult times.

 SHARE what the clergy have done for you from your birth to your current teen years to help you grow as a person.

 SHARE how the clergy (Priests and Deacons) in your parish and/or diocese and archdiocese can and do help you and your 
peers successfully navigate the teen years and prepare you for adult life.

 ST IGNATIUS writes concerning the presbyters and Bishops, 

“It is therefore necessary, even as your wont is, that you should do nothing without the bishop; but be ye obedient also to the 
presbytery (priests), as to the Apostles of Jesus Christ our hope;” (Trallianns 2) 

Share why it is important to show respect and obedience to the bishops and priests 
and why this respect and obedience is important to the unity of the parish, the unity 
of the whole Church, and to the health of your spiritual life?

WHAT•  do you see that your parish and the Orthodox Church as a whole, could 
and should do to help clergy bett er succeed in their ministry and life.  Additionally 
what do you see as your role in the life of your Spiritual Father?

 IF you choose, use this opportunity to thank the clergy, their wives, and their 
children, for what they have done for you, your family, your parish, your local 
community, your country and the world.

 EXPLORE what service within the life of the church, as expressed in ordained 
and lay ministry, means to you.

Don’t Forget

Please do not use any clergy, 
church, city or diocesan 
names in your writt en or oral 
presentation, in keeping with 
the Festival Rules. 

Contestants ought to focus 
on uplift ing their clergy and 
helping them in their ministry 
through this oration.


