
H EALTHY  YO UTH
During the General Assembly of the Archdiocese Convention in Detroit 
Michigan, the issue of alcohol use and abuse by our young people was 
raised.  After much discussion, his Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP requested 
that we address this issue. After much thought, research, deliberation, and 
seeking out assistance from various federal agencies, we moved forward 
with our effort to reduce substance use and abuse in our Orthodox Youth 
– the Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth.
www.HealthyYouth.com

In order to develop a well designed and implemented strategy to reduce 
substance use and abuse, we met with the faith based directors at the 
U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human Services, which led 
us to SAMHSA (Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration).  
Through our contacts with SAMHSA we were led to meetings in Washington D.C. with the White House Director 
of Drug Free Communities and General Arthur Dean, CEO of CADCA (Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America) 
both of whom have been instrumental in helping us establish our ministry to reduce substance use and Abuse. 
The Federal Government has been providing free resources, materials, guidance and training to our office and 
to the coalitions we are establishing.  As we move forward in this effort, we will expand our relationship with 
other federal agencies that have shown an interest to help, such as the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), 
a component of the U.S. Department of Justice.

Our strategy is to establish coalitions throughout each of our nine dioceses, so as to build centers that will 
serve the local area of the Church Community as well as to develop a network of coalitions, resources, and a 
cadre of well-equipped coalition leaders that together will be able to be a resource to all of the parishes of this 
archdiocese.

Coalitions

To date we are in various stages of development of coalitions in the following parishes:
•	 St George – Cicero, IL – V. Rev. Fr. Nicholas Dahdal
•	 St George – Cleveland, OH – V. Rev. Fr. John Ojaimi
•	 St George – Indianapolis, IN – V. Rev. Fr. Nabil Hanna
•	 St Michael – Louisville, KY – V. Rev. Fr. Alexis Kouri
•	 St George – Portland, OR – V. Rev. Fr. Alban West

We are in discussions with:
•	Basilica of St Mary – Livonia, MI – V. Rev. George Shalhoub and Rev. Fr. James D. King
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Our work and travels this year led us to our May meeting at the White House 
with the White House Director of Drug Free Communities, Jack Claypoole.  We 
continue to receive strong support from both the White House Office of Drug 
Free Communities and from General Arthur Dean of CADCA and his staff in 
our work to reduce substance use and abuse among our Orthodox Population. 
Just prior to this convention, Kh. Kathleen and I received our third week of 
intensive coalition training and have completed 120 hours of training provided 
by CADCA.  Coalition members from our Cicero and Cleveland Coalitions also 
started their training.  This training will be made available to all of our coalitions 
across the archdiocese.  All of this training is being provided free of charge by 
the Federal Government Health Agencies and the National Guard.

Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth - “OCCHY”
www.HealthyYouth.com

Additionally, we attended meetings in Washington D.C., training events at 
the CADCA - National Leadership Forum, where I  presented the Invocation 
at an Awards Luncheon attended by over 1,700 Government officials and 
coalition leaders from across the United States. We also attended training at 
the CADCA Coalition Academy at the National Army Base in Fort Indiantown 

Gap Pennsylvania.  Parishes interested in joining the Coalition should contact either Fr Joseph Purpura or the 
Executive Director of OCCHY, Kh. Kathleen A. Purpura.  

Visit our Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth Resource Booth here at the Archdiocese Convention 
in the Vendor Area to receive resources for parents, clergy, teens, young adults, and others interested in 
reducing alcohol, tobacco, marijuana use and prescription drug abuse in our children and young people. At this 
Convention:  Our Executive Director of OCCHY, Kathleen A. Purpura M.T.S., with Christina A. Purpura M.P.H., 
will make available materials from various federal and private agencies concerning reducing substance use and 
abuse.  All resource materials are available free of charge at our Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth 
resource booth here at the Convention in the vendors area.

Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth is dedicated to reducing substance use and abuse in our Orthodox 
Youth Population.

Conference of the National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health Council

On December 15th I was invited by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, as one of their five 
representatives of major stakeholders in the United States, to comment on the developing US Department of 
Health and Human Services, National Prevention Strategy.  During the conference held at the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, I was able to address the need for more funding and support of faith based 
initiatives to address health issues, particularly those relating to substance use and abuse. 

We will continue to work with our parishes across the Archdiocese to establish coalitions (centers) across the 
archdiocese to serve their local area and to be a resource to all Orthodox parishes in their geographic area and 
diocese.
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O rth o d ox  Ch r istian  Assem b ly  o f  B ish o ps  Co m m ittee  fo r  Yo uth

Over the past several months, as the Permanent Consultant to the Committee for Youth, I have been 
assisting his Grace Bishop THOMAS, who chairs the Committee for Youth.  We have catalogued a 
directory of Diocesan Youth Directors across the Assembly, begun compiling a catalogue of the youth 
organizations and programs across the Assembly in the United States, and developed additional 
materials to work towards greater cooperation across the various Youth Ministries of the Assembly.  In 
May, we hosted the first gathering of some of the Jurisdictional Youth Directors to begin the discussion 
of assisting our Bishops on the Committee for Youth and to define the “Characteristics” of Youth 
Programs for comparison of the various Diocesan Youth Programs; set plans for future gatherings with a 
more extensive list of jurisdictional Youth Chairs and National Program Directors; started development 
of various models for cooperation, sharing, and amalgamation of redundant youth efforts.  At the 
invitation of Bishop THOMAS, I attended and assisted with the May 24th meeting of the Assembly of 
Bishops Committee for Youth hosted by our Cicero, IL parish the day before the Assembly of Bishops’ 
General Sessions.  Our next gathering of Jurisdictional Youth Directors, with the Bishops who form the 
Committee for Youth, will take place at the Diakonia Center in South Carolina from October 19-21, 
2011. 

The official website of the Assembly of Bishops recorded the following outcome of the 2nd Assembly 
of Bishops Meeting held May 24-26. “The Assembly stressed the great importance of the Church’s 
ministry to the youth, and as a result, has endorsed three projected conferences to bring together 
Orthodox youth workers from all over North America. It is hoped that this will help to encourage them 
in their ministry, eliminate redundancy and divided resources among the various churches, and create 
a common vision for youth ministry in the Church in North America.  We pray that we will be successful 
in this work.

H isto r i c  Yo uth  Wo r ker  Co n fer en ce

The 2012 Orthodox Camp and Youth Worker Conference will be hosted by the Antiochian Archdiocese 
Departments of Youth and Camping at the Antiochian Village January 24-28.  This year we will bring 
the seventy plus Diocesan Youth Directors from across the Assembly of Bishops for a two-day working 
conference prior to the start of our regular training conference, to which all diocesan and parish 
youth workers will be invited.  This will be the first time that all Orthodox Diocesan Youth Directors 
in the United States have been called to gather and work together and this will be the first gathering 
of Orthodox Youth Workers and Camp Directors endorsed by the Assembly of Bishops.  The Assembly 
of Bishops endorsed Youth Worker Conference, open to all parish youth directors, will be held at the 
Antiochian Village Heritage and Learning Center – January 26-28, 2012.
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2012  co n fer en ces
The dates for the 2012 Parish Life Conferences have been set and appear below.  

Diocese 2012 Conference Dates
Eastern Dioceses (New York - Charleston/Oakland) July 4-8 (Bergenfield, NJ)
Diocese of Los Angeles July 4-8 (Los Altos, CA)
Diocese of Miami June 13-17 (Davie, FL)
Diocese of Ottawa June 28-July 1 (Prince Edward Island, Canada)
Diocese of Toledo June 27-July 1 (Alsip, IL)
Diocese of Wichita June 6-9 (Houston, TX)
Diocese of Worcester June 21-24 (Norwood, MA)
SOYO Leadership Conference July 20-25 (Bolivar, PA)
Fellowship & Antiochian Women Summer Meetings July 20-22 (Bolivar, PA)
Clergy Symposium - Village July 16-20 (Bolivar, PA)

2012 Conference Theme and Topics

The 2012 Parish Life Conference Theme is The Bible: “The Bible . . . fills us 
with eternal joy.”  St. John of Damascus, On the Orthodox Faith – The Font of 
Knowledge Book 4 Chapter17.

The fuller quote from which our theme is taken is as follows: “The Bible is a 
scented garden, delightful, beautiful. It enchants our ears with birdsong in 
a sweet, divine and spiritual harmony, it touches our heart, comforts us in 
sorrow, soothes us in a moment of anger, and fills us with eternal joy.”

Bible Bowl

The 2012 Bible Bowl text to be studied will be St Paul’s Letter to the 
Romans.  The Bible Study Guides for 2012 are  now available online at 
www.orthodoxyouth.org/Romans

SOYO
SOYO Leadership Conference
We are training our young people in “meeting management 
skills” as NAC and Diocesan officers.  Workshops and 
discussion groups address public speaking competence and 
other leadership proficiencies.  We have compiled and printed 
our 5th edition of the SOYO Leadership Binder which has been 
distributed to the NAC and Diocesan Officers and Advisors at 
the SOYO Leadership Conference for use in these seminars and 
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for practical use at diocesan SOYO meetings. We hope to produce the 2011 SOYO Leadership Binder in DVD 
data format to be distributed to all of our Parish Teen Presidents, Advisors and Clergy in our parishes across the 
Archdiocese in early fall. The SOYO Leadership Conference continues to serve as an excellent vehicle for training 
our SOYO leaders, building bonds amongst our SOYO leaders and advisors, and as a time in which our Youth 
Movement explores and sets directions for new and innovative ways of meeting the needs of our young people 
and keeping them actively involved in the Church as disciples and leaders.

SOYO
Our NAC Council and Diocesan SOYO continue their many programs and ministries across North America.  This 
year SOYO has added Al-Kafaàt Foundation as a ministry it supports.  Our Teens have run the booth in the vendor 
area for the Al-Kafaàt Foundation at this year’s Archdiocese Convention, as well as their SOYO booth and Healthy 
Youth booth.  The Al-Kafaàt Foundation booth is intended to promote awareness of the Al-Kafaàt Foundation 
ministry in Lebanon as well as to sell items produced by the people of Al-Kafaàt University. 

Disciples and Leaders
SOYO continues to promote Youth Month work each October, PVC (Purity, Virginity, and Chastity) and Sacred 
Gift of Life Sunday each January, the Great Friday Vigil each Holy Week, The Good Samaritan Project throughout 
the year, and ongoing Charitable work efforts across North America including its support and participation 
in Y.E.S., Project Mexico, FOCUS, IOCC, OCMC, and numerous charitable efforts in virtually every community 
of this archdiocese.  SOYO continues to be a force at delegates meetings, the annual Midwinter Meetings, as 
well as Parish Life Conferences where SOYO continues to excel in its many programs and ministries in raising a 
generation of disciples and leaders for the Holy Orthodox Church.  I am pleased with the progress of SOYO and 
especially thank our teen leaders, Spiritual Advisors and Youth Directors for their continued love, dedication, and 
commitment to Christ and His Holy Orthodox Church here in North America.

Special Olympics Awareness Day 2011
This was the best collection SOYO has made over the thirty years SOYO has been raising money for this ministry.  
The amount they raised, coupled with the $8,000 grant from the Order of St Ignatius, will cover the approximate 
$52,000 cost of this year’s SOYO/PASO Special Olympics Sports Camp.  Most of the funds expended go to the 
Antiochian Village Camp for use of the camp facilities and food costs.

Special Olympics Income as of October 1, 2011
Special Olympics Awareness Day (October collection) $ 43,459.27
Disney $1,000.00
Total Raised for 2011 Special Olympics $44,459.27
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B RAVE  I N  TH E ATTEM PT
For nearly a third of a century, Teen SOYO has reached out 
beyond the doors of the Archdiocese to do God’s work in 
sponsoring, funding and hosting the Special Olympics Camp 
that is formally entitled: SOPA / SOYO Multi-Sports Training 
Camp.  The camp is held annually at the Antiochian Village 
and has grown from less than 100 participants to the 
approximately 300 athletes who will attend this summer.  
It is a one of a kind program for Special Olympics.  In 
fact, the camp is the longest running program of Special 
Olympics Pennsylvania with the exception of their State 
Summer Games.  This ministry of our teens can’t really 

have a price tag placed upon its value, yet since its inception our teens have 
contributed approximately $1,000,000 to this worthwhile ministry through the generosity of the faithful of the 
Antiochian Archdiocese and the Order of St Ignatius of Antioch.  The teens wish to express most sincere gratitude 
to His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP for his continual love and support for this ministry.

In recent history, the program has grown by leaps and bounds in its service to nearly 200 athletes annually.  It 
has reached a level of professionalism that has stood the test of time utilizing the talents of scores of volunteers.  
This base of volunteerism begins with our three to four dozen teens annually who give of their time and talent 
mixed with the dedication of a core group of half a dozen committed people that form the Camp Committee.  
The Camp Committee now has a collection of young adults from our Archdiocese that at one time served as 
SOYO coaches for the sports camp.  They now are a significant team of individuals that work year round to plan 
and organize the week-long camp.

It never fails that every member of our Archdiocese that participates in this vibrant ministry has his or her life 
transformed in a profound way by the experience.  The athletes offer a most amazing model of Christian love, 
courage and fortitude as they train, celebrate and relax during the week.  They have every reason to give up but 
instead they triumph over adversity and embody the motto of Special Olympics:  “Let me win, but if I cannot win 
let me be brave in the attempt.”  During our week of training camp, the teens of our archdiocese help provide 
the encouragement for the athletes, only to find that our teens are the ones who are inspired to greatness by 
the athletes.

Our young people are called to serve and they do so 23 hours a day for one straight week.  They accept 
responsibility for a cabin full of athletes and start out as coaches and rapidly become friends for life.   They come 
for two days of training prior to the arrival of the athletes and then become all things to all as true servants 
of God and their fellow man.  They are the living scriptures that are read by the athletes and Special Olympics 
volunteers.  Our young people in the name of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese are witnessing 
the Gospel in its purest form.  We ask for your continued prayers and support as we prepare for our 30th Annual 
Multi-Sports Training Camp later this summer.
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SOYO  Fi nan cial  I n fo r mati o n:  As  o f  MAY 31, 2011

SOYO Finances as of May 31, 2011
NAC SOYO General Operating - Checking $7,601.09
Special Olympics Fund  - Merrill Lynch Investments $53,037.23
Special Olympics  - Bank of America Savings and Checking $50,498.59
Youth Worker Education Fund - Merrill Lynch Investments $181,119.28
Youth Worker Education Fund – Bank of America Savings $7,183
Total NAC SOYO Funds $299,439.19

Other SOYO Funds overseen by the Department of Youth
Diocese of Ottawa SOYO Account $1,791.97
Diocese of Worcester SOYO Account $1,804.41
Diocese of Los Angeles SOYO Account $2,609.23
New England “SOYO” Fund $131.48
Diocese of Miami and the Southeast $6,107.22
Total other SOYO Funds $12,444.31

2011  Fran cis  Mar ia  Sch o larsh i p  Fu n d
Six $2,500 Scholarships will be presented during the Oratorical Festival to College Students at this Archdiocese 
Convention.  To date, the Francis Maria Scholarship Fund will have granted forty-two (42) scholarships totaling 
$105,000 from 2003–2011. The Francis Maria Scholarship Fund, as of April 30, 2011, had a balance of $350,000.  
Each year scholarships are granted based on the income earned in the previous year (up to 75% of the interest 
earned) while at least 25% of the interest earned is used to grow the endowment.

I n Closi n g
I thank his Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP for his continued dedication to the well-being of our youth, all of 
our Diocesan Bishops for their support, efforts, and prayers. I thank our Archdiocese Board of Trustees, The 
Order of St Ignatius, the Fellowship of St John the Divine, The Antiochian Women, the SOYO Spiritual Advisors, 
Youth Directors, and Officers of SOYO and the countless number of volunteers across this great Archdiocese who 
minister to our young people, financially support this ministry and who have made this ministry a great joy.

Yours in Christ,

 V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Purpura, Chairman
Department of Youth and Parish Ministries
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
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BIBLE BOWL

Bible Bowl & Oratorical Festival
2 0 1 2  CONFERENCE  &  F E ST I VAL  THEME

Romans
as found in the Orthodox Study Bible

The online version can be used as an interactive tool for the student using the Shockwave version, 
or used in the simpler HTML version. Study leaders may also download the handouts for their 
students.  All of these options are available on the lower section of the main screen. While 
these additional resources will not be a source of questions in the Bible Bowl, 
it is a good resource to help expand the understanding of St Paul’s 
letter to the Romans. All Bible Bowl questions will come 
directly from the text.

Practice questions and other study resources available online on our 
Bible Study site: www.orthodoxyouth.org/Romans



ORATORICAL

Bible Bowl & Oratorical Festival
2 0 1 2  CONFERENCE  &  F E ST I VAL  THEME

•	  Share their thoughts on the quote from John of Damascus.

•	  Speak to the joy, and comfort you receive from the scriptures.

•	  Share how you hear the Scriptures in your life.

•	  Share your favorite Bible story or section of the Scriptures, speaking 
to why it is your favorite and what it brings to you and others.

Orators are encouraged to:

"The Bible... fills us
with  eternal joy." 

John Damascene, On the Orthodox Faith (The Fount of knowledge), Book 4 Chapter 17
Translation from “Drinking from the Hidden Fountain” by Thomas Spidlik

An online version of John of Damascus’ writing can be found at:
www.orthodoxyouth.org/JohnDamascene.pdf

You may want to read the entire 17th Chapter of Book 4 referenced above.  
The quoted text appears on page 374 of the book itself – look at the 

numbers on the page in the electronic version to get to the correct page.

For additional 
information on the 
Oratorical Festival, visit:
antiochian.org/Festivals

Topics developed and printed 
by the Department of Youth 
Ministry.

The Festivals are hosted by 
the Fellowship of St. John the 
Divine.

Take into account the words of St John of Damascus:
The fuller text from St John of Damascus, from which our Conference theme 
is taken, appears below:

All Scripture is inspired by 
God and is profitable for training in 
righteousness.’ [2 Tim. 3:16]  The 
soul therefore gains great advantage 
from the reading of the Bible.

Like a tree planted by streams of 
water,’ [Ps. 1:3] the soul is irrigated 
by the Bible and acquires vigor, 
produces tasty fruit, namely, true 
faith, and is beautiful with a thousand 
green leaves, namely, actions that 
please God. The Bible, in fact, leads 
us towards pure holiness and holy 
actions.  In it we find encouragement 
to all the virtues and the warning to 
flee from evil.

The Bible is a scented garden, 
delightful, beautiful.  It enchants our 

ears with birdsong in a sweet, divine 
and spiritual harmony, it touches our 
heart, comforts us in sorrow, soothes 
us in a moment of anger, and fills us 
with eternal joy.

Let us knock at its gate with diligence 
and with perseverance.  Let us not 
be discouraged from knocking.  The 
latch will be opened.

If we read a page of the Bible two or 
three times and have not understood 
it, let us not be tired of re-reading it 
and meditating on it.  Let us seek in 
the fountain of this garden ‘a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life,’ 
[ John 4:14]  We shall taste a joy that 
will never dry up, because the grace of 
the Bible garden is inexhaustible.


