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Your Eminence and Your Graces, Reverend Clergy, Members of the Board of Trustees, My Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ, 
 
In 1 Corinthians 14, St. Paul talks about speaking in tongues, and how much more important it is to 
prophecy, or interpret what is being said in those tongues, so that the whole Church may be edified.  Then 
he says, “Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.  For if I pray in a tongue, 
my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.  What is the conclusion then?  I will pray with the 
spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding.  I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the 
understanding.  Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the 
uniformed say ‘Amen’ at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?  For you 
indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified”  (vv. 13-17). 
 
 
I offer this quote as a beautiful example of what the role is for every choir director, choir member, and 
chanter who sings and chants at the liturgical services of our Church.  We are there not simply to sing the 
responses and hymns during the services, but more importantly to present and offer them in an intelligible 
and meaningful way, through the movement and style of the music which is filled with the Spirit of God, 
so that all who hear them may join in and be edified.  Our role in the Department of Sacred Music, then, 
is to help our choir directors, choir members, and chanters achieve that goal, so that they might offer their 
very best to God, for the praise and glory of His Name and for the enlightenment of His People. 
 
With that in mind, during these past two years, the Sacred Music Department has continued to move 
forward in providing the music and learning opportunities for our choir directors, choir members, 
chanters, parishioners and friends, thanks to the commitment and dedication of a wonderful group of very 
talented musicians within the department.  Every year we offer our Sacred Music Institute in July at the 
Antiochian Village, and in January out on the West Coast.  Our big accomplishment in July of last year 
was the celebration of our 25th anniversary Sacred Music Institute at the Antiochian Village.  With 137 
people in attendance, from all over the United States and Canada, it was probably the largest ever in our 
25 year history.  We were also blessed to have with us Vickie Pappas from the Greek Archdiocese, David 
Drillock from the OCA, and Elizabeth Ledkovsky from ROCOR who came to share with us in the 
celebration.  Plus, in light of the recent establishment and meeting of the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops, we thought it would be a good time for us, as leaders of our respective Sacred Music 
Departments, to meet and discuss our current status as well as our future possibilities for working together 
in various areas.   
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It seemed that we were all concerned about three things:   
1) a curriculum of studies for those who wish to learn about the many aspects of sacred music and 

obtain a certificate of completion for their studies;  
2)  provide music for our children to learn and be able and excited to sing in church as our future 

musicians; and  
3) to have a combined Church Music Institute for all our jurisdictions, to share in each other’s 

traditions, and grow musically and spiritually in the Faith and Traditions of the Orthodox Church. 
 
As for our other accomplishments, some of our newly posted music on the website includes: a Program 
of Children’s Music for ages Pre-School to 6, and 7-12 year olds, which is the work of Liz McMillan; 
the Great Canon of St. Andrew; the Vespers, Orthros & Akathist Service for Ss. Peter & Paul; the 
Pre-Communion Psalms to be sung before & during communion, and a revised version of the music for 
the Unction Service.  We were finally able to have the Akathist to the Most Holy Theotokos published 
for Lent, 2010, and thank all of you who purchased it and have used it since then. We have received many 
complements on the ease of use of this booklet and the beauty of its music.  We have two new people now 
serving on our Editorial Board to evaluate any new music submitted for use in our Archdiocese.  If you 
have any concerns as to whether or not certain music is acceptable, please send it to us and ask for it to be 
evaluated, especially any and all new music being written.  We finished proofing the computerized 
version of Kazan’s Orthros Byzantine Music Project, complete with ison added, and pray that it may 
be offered soon as the updated and corrected version of this music.  We regret to inform you that Kazan’s 
Menaion Project is now out of print, but it is next in line for proofing, and hopefully distribution in that 
format.  We have completed the computerization of Professor Fred Karam’s Major & Minor 
Liturgies, and await its proofing, and are working on his settings for the Cherubimic Hymn in Tones 1/4 
& 8, as well as many miscellaneous hymns that he composed.  Thank you again to Mike Kargatis and 
Debra Abraham for doing much of this computerization. 
 
Last November, once again, our department members met in Wichita, Kansas with His Grace, Bishop 
BASIL, to discuss the work of our department and our many committees.  Our Diocesan Coordinators 
continue to offer workshops for various parishes, and our committees continue to work to provide us with 
workshops for our Conferences, recordings of the PDF music on our website, music for smaller choirs 
and missions, training materials for a sacred music program through the St. Stephen’s Course of Study, 
furtherance of our Mentoring Program, increasing our Publicity and PR through THE WORD magazine 
and our professionally designed advertisements for our SMI, and streamlining our budget to be more 
efficient with what we have available to us.  Please take advantage of our website, and our PDF Library, 
and write to us if you cannot find what you need. 
 
Finally, let me offer a very warm thank you to His Grace, Bishop BASIL, our hierarchical overseer, for 
all his guidance, direction, and words of wisdom to me and to our department; to Michael Farrow, our 
Vice-Chairman, whose assistance and help is beyond measure; to our Diocesan Coordinators and our 
committee chairmen, who make so much of this possible with their tireless efforts and labor of love. 
 
We congratulate His Eminence, our Metropolitan PHILIP, on the occasion of his 45th year in the 
episcopacy and on his 80th birthday, and ask God to grant him, and all of you:  MANY YEARS! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Christopher Holwey, Chairman 


