
Pre‐Registration Required by SEPTEMBER 21. 
Mail Form, and Check for $35 made out to:  

St. Basil the Great Orthodox Church 
9302 Riverview Ave., Kansas City, KS 66112‐1600   

 
 

 
                  
Contact:  Kathy Kelly 
Phone:  816. 853.9998                   
e-mail:  teacheromara@aol.com  
 

Name: 
__________________________________________________ 
Email: 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________________________ 
 
Parish: 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Check the coursework you will be taking 

____ Scripture 

 
____ Teacher Training II, Elementary 
 
____ Teacher Training II, MS/HS 
  
____ Courses from various tracks 

 

 

REGISTRATION 
 

  SCHEDULE 
  8:30 Registration, pastry 
  9:00Session I 
11:00 Break 
11:15Session II, part 1 
12:15 Break for lunch 
12:45Session II part 2 
 1:45 Break 
 2:00 Session III 
 4:00 Certificates and 
             Closing 

 

Event Information 

The Orthodox Institute Mid‐America is a pan‐Orthodox endeavor for 
continuing education of the faithful and is coordinated by the Orthodox 
Christian Education Commission Department of Teacher Training, Myra 
Kovalak, Director (mekovalak@gmail.com). Fr. Elias Issa, of the host parish, 
and event chairperson, Kathy Kelly cordially invite you to the 2012 Institute 
which will include an exhibit of the Holy Land. You may register by phone, 
email, or mail. Contact Kathy Kelly, e‐mail: teacheromara@aol.com, phone: 
816.853.9998. The cost of the event, $35, includes lunch and materials. 

The presenters will be Mat. Valerie Zahirsky, Al and Dee Kacere, and Carole 
Buleza. Participants can choose from three tracks of courses, “Scripture,”  
“Teacher Training II for Elementary,” or “Teacher Training II for MS/HS.” 
Those who complete all three courses in a track will receive a certificate of 
participation. If a certificate is not desired, participants may choose to attend 
courses from any track. Course descriptions are on the back of the brochure.  

 

Valerie Zahirsky, Director of the Department of 
Christian Education for the OCA, will present the 
Scripture track. She is a Master of Divinity graduate of 
St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary in New 
York, and writes Christian Education curriculum for 
several Orthodox jurisdictions, and also for Orthodox 
communities in other countries. 

Scripture: Overview of the Bible, The 
Old Testament, The New Testament 

Teacher Training II for Elementary: 
Enriching the Classroom Experience, 
Child Development and the Exceptional 
Learner, Creative Expression, 
Elementary 

Teacher Training II for MS/HS: 
Adolescent Needs, Moral Issues 
Overview, Creative Expression, MS/HS 



 
OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE The history as well as the basic structure of the Bible 
will be offered. The use of Scripture in the Divine Liturgy will be explained. 
Participants will learn the Orthodox view of the Bible, in comparison to the 
Protestant viewpoint, and how to use the Orthodox Study Bible. 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT The development of the Old Testament books will be 
presented, along with key episodes and people of those books. Participants will 
see how the 1800‐year‐old plan of salvation culminated in Jesus. The course will 
be taught, in part, using the exhibit, “Scripture through the Lens of the Holy 
Land.” 
 
THE NEW TESTAMENT The authorship and timeline for the writing of the 
epistles and gospels will be discussed, as well as how the New Testament informs 
Tradition in regard to the feast days and Mysteries. 
 

Adolescent Needs 
     The developmental stage of 
adolescents and pre-adolescents will be 
discussed as well as the current secular 
environment. Resources will be shared. 

 
Moral Issues Overview 
     The Orthodox viewpoint on moral issues 
will be presented in a reference handout 
and also in a booklet. Major topics of 
concern to youth will be discussed. 

 
Creative Expression, MS/HS 
     Our Orthodox faith is filled with beauty, 
from icons to our surroundings during the 
Divine Liturgy. Imagery in our hymns, and 
symbols around us help us understand 
salvation. Middle and High School students 
are ready to meditate on these. A variety of 
methods for both art and writing will be 
presented. 

Enriching the Classroom 
Experience 
     Teachers will be provided with the tools 
to instruct students in a variety of ways, 
based on multiple-intelligence theories. 

 
Child Development and the 
Exceptional Learner 
     Child development theories will be 
presented and related to the child’s ability 
to learn. The needs of the exceptional 
learner will be addressed. 

 
Creative Expression, 
Elementary 
     Our Orthodox faith is filled with beauty, 
images and symbols that help us 
understand salvation.  It is time to bring the 
arts into our class room on a regular basis.  
A variety of methods for both art and 
writing will be presented.  

 

HOLY LAND 
 

 

 

 

Scripture Courses 

SCRIPTURE 
 

 

Teacher Training II,  
Elementary 

 

Teacher Training II, 
 MS/HS 

 

 

Featuring a 1,000 sq.ft. interactive 
tour of the Holy Land. 

through the Lens of the 

The 2012 Orthodox Institute Mid‐America  
Saturday, September 29, 8:30‐4:30 

St. Basil the Great Orthodox Church 
9302 Riverview Ave., Kansas City, KS 

 


