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PrePrePrePre----

One day, Jesus went to Nazareth. That is where He lived 

when He was a boy! On God’s special day, Jesus went to 

God’s house, the synagogue. The people in the syna-

gogue were there to worship God. They asked Jesus to 

read to them from the Scriptures. He read from the book 

by the Prophet Isaiah. 

Jesus read about how God sent His servant to help poor 

people, to heal sick and sad people, and to show people 

that God is with them.   

After Jesus read the Scripture, He sat down and talked to 

the people about it. He told the people, “Guess what! 

Today this Scripture is coming true!” He meant that He 

was the Servant that God sent to help all the people. 

The people liked listening to Jesus. They thought about 

what He said. His words made them glad! 

Icon courtesy of Iconographics (www.theologic.com) 

JESUS CAME TO HELP PEOPLE 
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Indiction: Ecclesiastical New Year 
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Preschool Edition 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Where did Jesus live when He was a boy? 

2. When did He go to the synagogue? 

3. What did Jesus do in the synagogue? 

4. When you go to worship God at church do you hear someone read from Scripture? What readings do you hear in 

the Divine Liturgy? (Do you know what they are called?) 

5. Jesus talked to the people about what He read. Does anyone talk to your parish about the Scriptures read there 

on a Sunday morning? Who talks? 

6. The people thought about what Jesus said. You need to think about what your priest or bishop says, too! Their 

words help you to be more like God. 
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One day, our Lord Jesus Christ came to Nazareth, the town where He lived 

when He was a boy. Just like He always did on the Sabbath, He went to the 

synagogue, the place where Jewish people go to worship God. They gave Him 

the book of the prophet Isaiah, and He stood up to read it to everyone.  

He opened the book and read from it. “God’s Spirit is on me, because He 

wants me to preach good news to poor people and heal people with broken 

hearts. He sent me to set people free, help blind people to see, lift up people 

who have been put down, and show people that God is with them.” 

After Jesus read this, He closed up the book, gave it back to the person in 

charge of the books, and sat back down.  

Everyone in the whole synagogue was looking at Jesus! He started talking to 

them, saying, “Today, this Scripture has come true while you were listening!”  

And everyone said nice things about Jesus. They were amazed at the way He 

talked and at all the things He said.  
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1. To what town did Jesus go, in this Gospel story? Why was that town special 

to Him? 

2. What is a synagogue? 

3. When Jesus was in the synagogue, they gave Him a book of the prophet 

Isaiah. Why did they do that? Did He do what they wanted Him to do? 

4. The prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s Spirit being on him. Tell about some 

of the things God wanted Isaiah to do. 

5. After Jesus read to the people, what did He do? 

6. When you talk to someone, do you like it better if they look at you or look 

away from you? How do you know they are listening? Do you think it was 

good that everyone was looking at Jesus when He talked to them? 

7. Jesus said the Scripture was coming true as the people listened. Can you 

think of how Jesus was the one who made it come true? Did He preach good 

news to the poor people or help sad people or set people free or heal blind 

people or help those where were put down? How did He do those things? 

8. What about you? What do you do to show people that God is with them? 

JESUS CAME TO HELP PEOPLE 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
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At that time, Jesus came to Naz-

areth, where he had been brought 

up; and he went to the synagogue, 

as his custom was, on the Sabbath 

day.  

And he stood up to read; and there 

was given to him the book of the 

prophet Isaiah. Jesus opened the 

book and found the place where it 

was written, "The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because he has anointed 

me to preach good news to the poor 

and to heal the broken hearted. He 

has sent me to proclaim release to 

THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME 

September 1, 2013 
Indiction: Ecclesiastical New Year 

Luke 4:16-22 
Grades 3-5 Edition 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. What is special about the town where this Gospel story took place? Why 

do you think this story happened there? (Was the place important for 

the message?) 

2. Which prophet’s writings did Jesus read aloud? What did the prophet say 

the Spirit of the Lord sent him to do? 

3. Do you think it’s important that all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on 

Jesus? Why or why not? 

4. What did Jesus mean when He said, “Today this scripture has been ful-

filled in your hearing?” What examples can you give? 

5. Who spoke well of Jesus? How did they feel about what He had to say? 

6. What about you? When you were chrismated, you were sealed with the 

Holy Spirit of God. He wants you, too, to help the poor, the broken 

hearted, the prisoners, those with blindness (or other illnesses), and the 

oppressed. He needs you to tell and show others that God is with them! 

How do you do these things? 

7. Talk with your priest, your parents, or your godparents about ways that 

you can help to continue Christ’s work in fulfilling this Scripture! What 

ideas do you have? 

the captives and recovering of sight 

to the blind, to set at liberty those 

who are oppressed, to proclaim the 

acceptable year of the Lord."  

And Jesus closed the book, and gave 

it back to the attendant, and sat 

down; and the eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him.  

And he began to say to them, "Today 

this scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing." And all spoke well of 

him, and wondered at the gracious 

words which proceeded out of his 

mouth.  
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Characters:  Narrator, Jesus 

 

Narrator:   At that time, Jesus came to Nazareth, 

where he had been brought up; and he 

went to the synagogue, as his custom 

was, on the Sabbath day.  

 And he stood up to read; and there was 

given to him the book of the prophet 

Isaiah. Jesus opened the book and 

found the place where it was written,  

Jesus: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-

cause he has anointed me to preach 

good news to the poor and to heal the 

broken hearted. He has sent me to pro-

claim release to the captives and recov-

ering of sight to the blind, to set at lib-

erty those who are oppressed, to pro-

claim the acceptable year of the Lord. 

Narrator:  And Jesus closed the book, and gave it 

back to the attendant, and sat down; 

and the eyes of all in the synagogue 

were fixed on him.  

 And he began to say to them,  

Jesus: Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing. 

Narrator:  And all spoke well of him, and won-

dered at the gracious words which pro-

ceeded out of his mouth.  
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At that time, Jesus came 

to Nazareth, where he had 

been brought up; and he 

went to the synagogue, as 

his custom was, on the 

Sabbath day.  

And he stood up to read; 

and there was given to 

him the book of the 

prophet Isaiah. Jesus 

opened the book and 

found the place where it 

was written, "The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon me, be-

cause he has anointed me 

to preach good news to 

the poor and to heal the 

broken hearted. He has 

sent me to proclaim re-

lease to the captives and 

recovering of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty 

those who are oppressed, 

to proclaim the acceptable 

year of the Lord."  

And Jesus closed the book, 

and gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down; 

and the eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on 

him.  
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WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1. If someone 

handed you a  

Bible, how long 

would it take you 

to find the Scrip-

ture that Jesus 

read in today’s 

Gospel lesson? 

2. How do you think 

Jesus knew the 

writings of the 

prophets so well? 

(His family most 

likely didn’t have 

their own copy of 

the Scriptures.) 

3. When was the last 

time you read 

from the prophets 

in the Old Testa-

ment? 

4. Today is the begin-

ning of the new 

Church year.  As 

you begin a new 

school year, what 

goals can you 

make to read and 

study the Scrip-

tures to better 

understand and 

live them? 

And he began to 

say to them, "Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing." And all 

spoke well of him, and 

wondered at the gracious 

words which proceeded 

out of his mouth.  
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At that time, Jesus came to Nazareth, 

where he had been brought up; and he 

went to the synagogue, as his custom 

was, on the Sabbath day.  

And he stood up to read; and there was 

given to him the book of the prophet 

Isaiah. Jesus opened the book and 

found the place where it was written, 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-

cause he has anointed me to preach 

good news to the poor and to heal the 

broken hearted. He has sent me to pro-

claim release to the captives and recov-

ering of sight to the blind, to set at lib-

erty those who are oppressed, to pro-

claim the acceptable year of the Lord."  

And Jesus closed the book, and gave it 

back to the attendant, and sat down; 

and the eyes of all in the synagogue 

were fixed on him.  

And he began to say to them, "Today 

this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing." And all spoke well of him, and 

wondered at the gracious words which 

proceeded out of his mouth.  
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WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1. According to this 

Gospel, Jesus did 

something every 

Sabbath day. What 

was it? 

2. If someone de-

scribed your life 

and weekly cus-

toms, what would 

they say about 

you? Is attending 

the Divine Liturgy 

your custom? 

3. Today is the begin-

ning of the new 

Church year. Why 

do you think the 

Church fathers 

selected this Gos-

pel reading for 

today? 

4. As Christians who 

are anointed 

(chrismated) with 

the Holy Spirit, 

Isaiah’s and Jesus’ 

tasks are also ours. 

As you begin a 

new school year, 

what goals can you 

make to live this 

way and help the 

people around 

you? 
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