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A 

PrePrePrePre----

When our Lord Jesus was a baby, His mommy and daddy 

took Him to the temple. That’s where they went to wor-

ship God. They wanted to thank God for their Son.  

While they were at the temple, a holy man named 

Simeon saw them. He held the baby Jesus. He was so 

happy to meet Jesus! Simeon thanked God for sending 

Jesus to help His people. 

Joseph and Mary were happy to hear Simeon tell about 

what Jesus would do. They were also a little sad when 

Simeon said that the people would not always be nice to 

Jesus. 

An old woman named Anna was there, too. Anna stayed 

in the temple all the time so she could worship God. 

When Anna saw Jesus, she said, “Thank you!” to God. 

Then she told everyone about Jesus! 

After this, Joseph and Mary and Jesus went back home. 

Jesus grew just like boys do! He was wise and strong and 

good. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Where did Jesus’ mommy and daddy take Him when He was still a baby?  

2. Who did they want to thank and worship? 

3. What was the holy man’s name? Was he happy to meet Jesus? 

4. Simeon told Mary and Joseph about Jesus. He talked about happy things that Jesus would do. Would the people 

always be nice to Jesus? 

5. What did Anna do all the time in the temple? Was she happy to see Jesus? How do you know? 

6. After this, where did Jesus’ family go? 

7. Pray, and ask God to help you to grow like Jesus did: wise, strong, and good. 
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A 

PrePrePrePre----

When our Lord Jesus Christ was still a baby, His parents took Him to the tem-

ple in Jerusalem. They were following God’s laws for their people. The laws 

said that the people should present their first son to God and bring a sacrifice 

of two birds to the temple when they came. 

When this happened, there was a very holy man in Jerusalem. His name was 

Simeon. He loved God very much. God’s Spirit was on Simeon and had told 

him that he would see the Lord’s Christ before he died. 

On the day that Jesus’ parents brought Jesus to the temple, God’s Spirit told 

Simeon to go to the temple too. When Simeon saw Jesus, he picked up the 

baby Jesus, and held Him. As he held Him, Simeon thanked God.  

He said, “Lord, now You can let Your servant go in peace, according to Your 

Word. For I got to see with my own eyes the One who will save us — who You 

have put right in the middle of Your special people. He is a light to the Gen-

tiles, and He is the glory of your people Israel.” 

Joseph and Mary were amazed at all the things Simeon said about Jesus. Simeon 

blessed them too. Then Simeon told Mary, “Look, this Child will not always be liked. He will help many of the people 

of Israel. Others will not let Him help them and will even act in ways that hurt Him. This will hurt you too. He will even 

be able to show what people think in their hearts.” 

When this happened, there was also a woman named Anna, Phanuel’s daughter, at the temple in Jerusalem. She had 

been married for seven years but then her husband died. That was long ago, and she was now 84 years old. Every day, 

Anna stayed in the temple, worshiping God, fasting, and praying. When she saw Jesus, Anna thanked God. Then she 

started telling everyone about Jesus and that He was going to save people! 

After Joseph and Mary did all the things the law said they should do at the temple, they went back to Nazareth, their 

own city in Galilee.  

And Jesus grew! His Spirit was strong and He became more and more wise. It was easy to see that God’s favor was on 

Him. 
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1. How old was Jesus in this story? 

2. Where did His parents take Jesus? Why did they go there? 

3. Who was the special holy man that they met? What did that man do to Jesus? 

4. Was Simeon glad to meet Jesus? How do you know? 

5. Have you ever heard Simeon’s prayer before? Where, or when? 

6. Did Simeon say only happy things about Jesus? How do you think this made His parents feel? 

7. Who was the other special person who got to meet Jesus on this day? How did she feel about meeting Him?  

8. Where did the family go after this happened? What happened to Jesus there? 
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A 

PrePrePrePre----

At that time, the infant Jesus was 

brought up to Jerusalem by his par-

ents to present him to the Lord (as it 

is written in the law of the Lord, 

“Every male that opens the womb 

shall be called holy to the Lord”) and 

to offer a sacrifice according to what 

is said in the law of the Lord, “a pair 

of turtledoves, or two young pi-

geons.”  

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 

whose name was Simeon, and this 

man was righteous and devout, look-

ing for the consolation of Israel, and 

the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it 

had been revealed to him by the 

Holy Spirit that he should not see 

death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ. And inspired by the Spirit he 

came into the temple; and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him according to the custom 

of the law, he took him up in his 

arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 

depart in peace, according to thy 

word; for mine eyes have seen thy 

salvation which thou hast prepared 

in the presence of all peoples, a light 

for revelation to the Gentiles, and 

for glory to thy people Israel.” 

And Joseph and his mother marveled 

at what was said about him; and 

Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary his mother, “Behold, this child 

is set for the fall and rising of many 

in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken 

against (and a sword will pierce 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. How old was Jesus when his parents brought Him to Jerusalem? Why did 

they take Him then? 

2. What kind of man was Simeon? Would you have liked to meet him? Why 

or why not? 

3. Why did Simeon go to the temple that day? Do you think he was glad 

that he went? Why or why not? 

4. Do you ever hear Saint Simeon’s prayer in church? Where and when? It is 

part of the vespers service, and it is also a prayer for all of us to pray 

when we leave church. If you haven’t already, learn Saint Simeon’s 

prayer and pray it as you make the sign of the cross whenever you leave 

church. 

5. What did Simeon say about Jesus to His parents? How do you think they 

felt after Simeon talked to them? Did his words come true? 

6. Who was Anna? What did she do when she met Jesus? 

7. Where did the family go, after all of this happened? What does the Gos-

pel say happened to Jesus while He was there? 

through your own soul also), that 

thoughts out of many hearts may be 

revealed.” 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, 

the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 

of Asher; she was of great age, hav-

ing lived with her husband seven 

years from her virginity, and as a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She 

did not depart from the temple, 

worshiping with fasting and prayer 

night and day. And coming up that 

very hour she gave thanks to the 

Lord, and spoke of him to all who 

were looking for the redemption in 

Jerusalem.  

And when they had performed eve-

rything according to the law of the 

Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 

their own city, Nazareth.  

And the child grew and became 

strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; 

and the favor of God was upon 

him. 
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A 

PrePrePrePre----

Characters:   Narrator, Simeon 

Narrator: At that time, the infant Jesus was brought 

up to Jerusalem by his parents to present 

him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 

the Lord, “Every male that opens the womb 

shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer 

a sacrifice according to what is said in the 

law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or 

two young pigeons.”  

 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 

name was Simeon, and this man was right-

eous and devout, looking for the consolation 

of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he should not see death before 

he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And inspired 

by the Spirit he came into the temple; and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 

to do for him according to the custom of the 

law, he took him up in his arms and blessed 

God and said,  

Simeon: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 

peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes 

have seen thy salvation which thou hast 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 

glory to thy people Israel. 

Narrator: And Joseph and his mother marveled at 

what was said about him; and Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his mother,  

Simeon: Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 

of many in Israel, and for a sign that is spo-

ken against (and a sword will pierce through 

your own soul also), that thoughts out of 
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many hearts may be revealed. 

Narrator: And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; 

she was of great age, having lived with her 

husband seven years from her virginity, and 

as a widow till she was eighty-four. She did 

not depart from the temple, worshiping 

with fasting and prayer night and day. And 

coming up that very hour she gave thanks to 

the Lord, and spoke of him to all who were 

looking for the redemption in Jerusalem.  

 And when they had performed everything 

according to the law of the Lord, they re-

turned into Galilee, to their own city, Naz-

areth. And the child grew and became 

strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the 

favor of God was upon him. 
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A 

PrePrePrePre----

At that time, the infant 

Jesus was brought up to 

Jerusalem by his parents 

to present him to the Lord 

(as it is written in the law 

of the Lord, “Every male 

that opens the womb shall 

be called holy to the 

Lord”) and to offer a sacri-

fice according to what is 

said in the law of the Lord, 

“a pair of turtledoves, or 

two young pigeons.”  

Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem, whose name 

was Simeon, and this man 

was righteous and devout, 

looking for the consolation 

of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit was upon him. And it 

had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he 

should not see death be-

fore he had seen the 

Lord’s Christ. And inspired 

by the Spirit he came into 

the temple; and when the 

parents brought in the 

child Jesus, to do for him 

according to the custom of 

the law, he took him up in 

his arms and blessed God 

and said, “Lord, now 

lettest thou thy servant 

depart in peace, according 
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WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1. On the day that 

the infant Jesus 

and his family vis-

ited the temple, 

Simeon was in-

spired by the Spirit 

to go to the tem-

ple. Like Simeon, 

did you ever feel 

inspired to do 

something on a 

certain day at a 

certain time, and 

later realize it may 

have been God 

prompting you? 

2. What words de-

scribing Simeon 

and Anna’s charac-

ter and actions do 

you think contrib-

uted to their abil-

ity to recognize 

Christ that day? 

 

3. Do you ever hear 

Simeon’s prayer in 

church? Where 

and when? It is 

part of the vespers 

service, and it is 

also a prayer for all 

of us to pray when 

we leave church. If 

you haven’t al-

ready, learn Saint 

Simeon’s prayer. 

to thy word; for mine eyes 

have seen thy salvation 

which thou hast prepared 

in the presence of all peo-

ples, a light for revelation 

to the Gentiles, and for 

glory to thy people Israel.” 

And Joseph and his 

mother marveled at what 

was said about him; and 

Simeon blessed them and 

said to Mary his mother, 

“Behold, this child is set 

for the fall and rising of 

many in Israel, and for a 

sign that is spoken against 

(and a sword will pierce 

through your own soul 

also), that thoughts out of 

many hearts may be re-

vealed.” 

And there was a prophet-

ess, Anna, the daughter of 

Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher; she was of great 

age, having lived with her 

husband seven years from 

her virginity, and as a 

widow till she was eighty-

four. She did not depart 

from the temple, worship-

ing with fasting and prayer 

night and day. And coming 

up that very hour she gave 

thanks to the Lord, and 

spoke of him to all who 

were looking for the re-

demption in Jerusalem.  

And when they had per-

formed everything accord-

ing to the law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, 

to their own city, Naz-

areth.  

And the child grew and 

became strong in spirit, 

filled with wisdom; and 

the favor of God was upon 

him. 
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PrePrePrePre----

At that time, the infant Jesus was 

brought up to Jerusalem by his parents to 

present him to the Lord (as it is written in 

the law of the Lord, “Every male that 

opens the womb shall be called holy to 

the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice accord-

ing to what is said in the law of the Lord, 

“a pair of turtledoves, or two young pi-

geons.”  

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 

whose name was Simeon, and this man 

was righteous and devout, looking for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. And it had been revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he should 

not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Christ. And inspired by the Spirit he 

came into the temple; and when the par-

ents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 

him according to the custom of the law, 

he took him up in his arms and blessed 

God and said, “Lord, now lettest thou thy 

servant depart in peace, according to thy 

word; for mine eyes have seen thy salva-

tion which thou hast prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for revela-

tion to the Gentiles, and for glory to thy 

people Israel.” 

And Joseph and his mother marveled at 

what was said about him; and Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his 

mother, “Behold, this child is set for the 

fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 

sign that is spoken against (and a sword 

will pierce through your own soul also), 

that thoughts out of many hearts may be 

revealed.” 
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WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1. Describe Simeon 

and Anna, using 

the description 

and action words 

in this Gospel. 

2. Do you think their 

character and hab-

its contributed to 

their ability to rec-

ognize Christ that 

day? Explain your 

answer. 

3. Who do you know 

in your life who is 

most like Simeon 

or Anna? 

4. What are you do-

ing to nurture 

these characteris-

tics in your life 

before you grow 

old? 

 

5. St. Simeon’s 

prayer is part of 

the vespers ser-

vice, and it is also a 

prayer for all of us 

to pray when we 

leave church. If 

you haven’t al-

ready, learn Saint 

Simeon’s prayer. 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher; she was of great age, having lived 

with her husband seven years from her 

virginity, and as a widow till she was 

eighty-four. She did not depart from the 

temple, worshiping with fasting and 

prayer night and day. And coming up that 

very hour she gave thanks to the Lord, 

and spoke of him to all who were looking 

for the redemption in Jerusalem.  

And when they had performed everything 

according to the law of the Lord, they re-

turned into Galilee, to their own city, Naz-

areth.  

And the child grew and became strong in 

spirit, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 

God was upon him. 
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