
Antiochian Archdiocese Department of Christian Education 

2015 Creative Festivals Lesson Plan: 
Grades 1-3 

 
Theme: 
St. Raphael of Brooklyn: “Good Shepherd of the Lost Sheep in America” 
(2015 is the 100th Anniversary of the falling asleep of St. Raphael.) 
 
Goal: 
To help the students understand the theme well enough to express it in art, photography, 
poetry, and creative writing. 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 

• Explore the idea of a shepherd and his sheep.   
• Explain how a Bishop is a shepherd, leading the people. 
• Identify the Bishop's staff as a symbol of a shepherd. 
• Make the connection that bishops are doing the work of Jesus here on earth. 
• Identify St. Raphael as the first Orthodox Christian bishop consecrated (ordained a 

bishop) in North America 
• Recall at least three facts about the life of Saint Raphael of Brooklyn  
• Sing along with the Troparion of St. Raphael 

 
NOTE: We extend our gratitude to the OCA Department of Christian Education for sharing 
some of the resources used in this lesson plan.  See http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/mini-
units/saints-of-south-canaan.pdf for an extensive mini-unit on The Saints of South 
Canaan.  
 
Time: 40-45 minutes 

Materials: 

• Icons of Jesus as the Good Shepherd (attached) 
• Photo of Metropolitan JOSEPH (attached) 
• 2015 Creative Festivals Logo 
• Photo of Saint Raphael of Brooklyn (attached) 
• St. Raphael (K-2) Coloring Page [print one for each student] (attached) 
• Photo of Saint Raphael of Brooklyn, (attached) 
• North American map [large dots represent churches founded by St. Raphael] 

(attached) 
• List of Church Temples Founded by St. Raphael (attached) 
• Craft Supplies for the Activity: 

Icon of St. Raphael [have one icon for each student] (attached) 
8 ½ x 11 in. Card stock, cut in two equal pieces 
Text that says “Saint Raphael, Pray for Us” [have one prayer for each student]    

(attached) 
Scrapbook Scissors (cut out the prayer with these) 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/mini-units/saints-of-south-canaan.pdf�
http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/mini-units/saints-of-south-canaan.pdf�


Glue sticks  
Self- adhesive “jewels” that can be found at a craft store or Oriental Trading 
Cross Stickers  

Opening Prayer 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

O heavenly King, O Comforter, the Spirit of truth, who art in all places and fillest all things; 
treasury of good things and Giver of life: come and dwell in us and cleanse us from every 
stain, and save our souls, O gracious Lord. 

Introduction: 

“Today we’re going to prepare for the Creative Arts Festival. We’re going to learn about this 
year’s theme so that you can do some artwork, take a picture, or write a story or poem based 
on the theme that can be entered into the Creative Arts Festival. We’re going to learn about a 
saint who was called, ‘The Good Shepherd of the Lost Sheep in America.’ Does anyone know 
who that might be?” (See if anyone already knows the answer. If the children do not know, 
tell them they will find out as the lesson goes on.) 

Discussion: 

Ask the children the following questions. 

• “What is the job of a shepherd?” (To tend, herd, feed and guard their sheep.)  
• “How is a good shepherd better than a bad shepherd?” (The good one finds his lost 

sheep, protects them, etc.) 
• “Have you ever been lost before?”  (For example: grocery store, mall, park, etc.) 
• “How did you feel?  Did someone find you?” (Obtain responses.) 
• “Why does a shepherd carry a rod or a staff?” (To direct his flock and for protection of 

his herd in case of danger and also for defending himself.) 
• “Who in our church is sometimes seen carrying a staff?”  (The Bishop.) 

“A Bishop is like a shepherd, leading the people. He carries a staff as a symbol of being 
a shepherd and being in authority.”  

• “Who else do we refer to as The Good Shepherd?" (Jesus.) 
Show the children the icons of Jesus as the Good Shepherd (attached). 

• “What does Jesus have on His shoulders?” (A sheep.) 
• “What does Jesus have under His arm?” (A staff.) 

 
Tell the children: 
 Jesus told a story about the lost sheep. He asked, “‘If you had one hundred sheep and 
one of them was lost, wouldn’t you leave the ninety nine others to search for the one that 
was lost until you found it? Then you would happily carry it home on your shoulders!  In 
the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one person who returns to God than 
over ninety nine others who haven’t strayed away.” 
 
“Jesus loves us very much. He is a Good Shepherd who leads us away from bad things and 
helps us grow closer to Him.”  



 
 
• “Metropolitan PHILIP was the leader of our church for many years, but he fell asleep in 

the Lord. Who is the new leader of our church?” (Metropolitan JOSEPH.) 
Show the children the photo of Metropolitan JOSEPH.  

• “What is he holding in his hand?” (A staff.) 
• “What is that a symbol of?”  (A shepherd.) 
• “Who is our bishop?” (Tell the name of the bishop in your diocese.) 

 
“Metropolitan JOSEPH, along with all of our bishops, are doing the work of Jesus here on 
earth. They are our shepherds, leading us away from bad things and helping us to grow 
closer to Jesus. Every bishop carries a staff as a symbol of being our shepherd.” 
 

Introducing Saint Raphael of Brooklyn 

Tell the children, “There was a bishop in our church who lived a long time ago and became a 
saint. His name was Saint Raphael.” 

Show your students the Creative Festivals logo icon of St. Raphael.  Share with them that 
this year, we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of St. Raphael’s falling asleep in the Lord.  St. 
Raphael is known as “the good shepherd of the lost sheep in America.” 

Briefly share the life of St. Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn (see coloring page attached which 
includes the following text): 

St. Raphael was born in Lebanon in 1860. He loved school and 
became a monk and a teacher.  He was invited to study in Russia.  
He spent time there writing and teaching.  He was sent to 
America in 1895 to help the Arab Christians in America.  He was 
made a bishop by St. Tikhon.  He spent many years working with 
Orthodox Christians.  He wrote several books and started a 
newspaper to help people learn about their faith.  He was made a 
saint at St. Tikhon’s monastery in the year 2000. 

 

 “Why do you think the people St. Raphael served were like "lost sheep"? (Take a moment and 
see if the children can answer this question. If they do not know, tell them, “St. Raphael was 
like a good shepherd to those Arab Christians who came to America and did not have a place 
to worship or a priest to serve them communion, to marry couples, to baptize people, and to 
teach them about their Faith. They were scattered across America and did not have a church 
to attend which offered prayer services in their own language.  They were lost and wandering, 
like sheep with no shepherd.  St. Raphael traveled by foot, train, boat, horse and buggy- he did 
whatever it took to search for and find those Arab-speaking people who needed a priest.  St. 
Raphael helped establish churches throughout America for those people. ) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PHOTO: Show the large photo of St. Raphael (attached) so that your students can 
see that our saints were real people, just like you and me. Tell the children that St. 
Raphael was the first priest to be made an Orthodox Christian bishop in North 
America. 

 
 
Church Temples Founded by St. Raphael 

“Do you know how many churches St. Raphael started in North America?” (Have the children 
guess the number.) 

Share with your students the list of 30 parishes in North America that were founded by St. 
Raphael and show them the map that highlights where each parish is.  Explain to them how 
difficult it was to travel back in the early 1900’s (there were no commercial airplanes, for 
example).  He chose to tirelessly travel by to reach and preach to those “lost sheep” in 
North America.  “The first church St. Raphael founded was St. Nicholas in Brooklyn, New York. 
That’s why he’s called St. Raphael of Brooklyn.” 

  

 
 

 



Icon Activity: 

Give each child a piece of paper. Fold it in half. Have them glue the icon to one half of the 
folded paper. On the other side, glue the prayer that says, “Saint Raphael, pray for us.” 
Decorate the icon with jewel stickers and a cross. 

 
Troparion of St. Raphael: 

Sing along with the Troparion of St. Raphael (sung by Bishop BASIL and available for free 
download at http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf/theme-song-2015). 

“Rejoice O Father Raphael, adornment of the holy Church.  Thou art champion of the true 
faith, seeker of the lost, consolation of the oppressed, father to orphans and friend of the poor, 
peacemaker and good shepherd, joy of all the Orthodox, son of Antioch, boast of America.  
Intercede with Christ God for us, and for all who honor thee.” 

 
Closing: 
Give each student a copy of the St. Raphael coloring page to take home and ask these three 
review questions about St. Raphael. 
 

• “In what country was St. Raphael born?” (Lebanon) 
• “In what country did St. Raphael study?” (Russia) 
• “Why was he sent to America?”  (To help Arab Christians.) 

 
Closing Prayer: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. St. Raphael, pray for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

Saint Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn 
1860-1915 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



CHURCH TEMPLES FOUNDED BY ST. RAPHAEL 
Church Temples founded by St. Raphael Hawaweeney 
which formed the Syrian Diocese of Brooklyn  
at the time of his death, Feb. 27, 1915 

1. St. Nicholas Cathedral, Brooklyn, NY – 1895 
2. St. Nicholas Church, Montreal, QE – 1899 
3. St. George Church, Boston, MA – 1900 
4. St. George Church, Worcester, MA – 1902 
5. St. George Church, Kearney, NE – 1903 
6. St. Mary Church, Wilkes-Barre, PA – 1904 
7. St. George Church, Lawrence, MA – 1904 
8. St. Mary Church, Johnstown, PA – 1906 
9. St. George Church, Glens Falls, NY – 1906 
10. St. Nicholas Church, Montreal, QE – 1908 
11. St. George Church, Vicksburg, MS – 1908 
12. Archangel Michael Church, Beaumont, TX – 1908 
13. St. George Church, Grand Rapids, MI – 1908 
14. St. George Church, Chicago, IL – 1908 
15. St. John of Damascus Church, Boston, MA – 1909 
16. St. George Church, Washington, DC – 1909 
17. St. George Church, Mexico City, Mexico – 1909 
18. St. Simeon the Stylite Church, Ironwood, MI – 1910 
19. St. George Church, Michigan City, IN – 1911 
20. St. George Church, Charleston, WV – 1911 
21. St. Nicholas Church, Cleveland, OH – 1911 
22. Archangel Michael Church, Geneva, NY – 1912 
23. Prophet Elias Church, La Crosse, WI – 1912 
24. St. George Church, Pittsburgh, PA 1912 
25. St. George Church, Macon, MS – 1913 
26. St. George Church, Utica, NY – 1913 
27. St. George Church, New Kensington, PA – 1914 
28. St. George Church, Cedar Parids, Iowa – 1914 
29. Archangel Michael Church, Monessen, PA – 1914 
30. St. George Church, Toledo, OH – 1914 

At the time of St. Raphael’s death, there were more than 25,000 adult male members recorded in 
the thirty parishes of the Syrian Diocese of Brooklyn. 
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