
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education 

2015 Creative Festivals Lesson Plan: 
Grades 4-6 

 
Theme: 
St. Raphael of Brooklyn: “Good Shepherd of the Lost Sheep in America” 
 
(2015 is the 100th Anniversary of the Falling Asleep of Saint Raphael) 
 
Goal: 

• To help the students understand the theme well enough to express it in art, 
photography, poetry, and creative writing. 

 
Lesson Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 

• Compare and contrast the qualities of a good shepherd and a bad shepherd. 
• Make the connection that bishops are doing the work of Jesus here on earth. 
• Identify St. Raphael as the first Orthodox Christian bishop consecrated (ordained a 

bishop) in North America. 
• Recall six facts about the life of Saint Raphael of Brooklyn . 
• Discover which parishes in North America were founded by St. Raphael.  
• Trace the journey of St. Raphael as he traveled back and forth across North America 

establishing churches. 
• Reflect on how they can be better witnesses to those who are “lost sheep” in their 

communities. 
• Sing along with the Troparion of St. Raphael. 

 
NOTE: We extend our gratitude to the OCA Department of Christian Education for sharing 
some of the resources used in this lesson plan.  See http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/mini-
units/saints-of-south-canaan.pdf for an extensive mini-unit on The Saints of South 
Canaan.  

 
Time: 40-45 minutes 

Materials: 
• Icons of Christ the Good Shepherd (attached) 
• 2015 Creative Festivals Logo icon and verse on a full page (attached) 
• St. Raphael of Brooklyn Life Overview for Grades 5-6 (attached; print one for each student) 
• Photo of St. Raphael (attached) 
• Map of the North America [large dots represent churches founded by St. Raphael] (attached; 

print one for every two students)  
• “Church Temples Founded by St. Raphael” sheet (attached; print one for every two students) 
• Black markers 
• “What Can You Do to Share Your Orthodox Christian Faith With Others?” (attached; print 

one for each student)  

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/mini-units/saints-of-south-canaan.pdf�
http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/mini-units/saints-of-south-canaan.pdf�


Opening Prayer: (Gather students around the icon corner) 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
 
Introduction: 

“Today we’re going to prepare for the Creative Arts Festival. We’re going to learn about this 
year’s theme so that you can do some artwork, take a picture, or write a story or poem based 
on the theme that can be entered into the Creative Arts Festival.” 

Share with your students this quote from Jesus, found in Luke 15:4-5. 

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the 
ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And when 
he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing? And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, rejoice with me, for I have found my 
sheep that was lost!”  

Compare and Contrast 

After reading this passage with your students, have them help you list the qualities of a 
good shepherd and a bad shepherd. (Use a chalk board or white board, if possible. If one is 
not available, use a large sheet of paper).  Show your students an icon of Christ the Good 
Shepherd (attached). 

 

 

 

About St. Raphael: Show your students the Creative Festivals logo icon of St. Raphael.  
Share with them that this year, we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of St. Raphael’s falling 
asleep in the Lord.  St. Raphael is known as “the good shepherd of the lost sheep in 
America.” Pass out copies of the “St. Raphael Life Overview” (one per student).  Have 
volunteers read the text aloud. Help the students with any words they may not be able to 
pronounce. Ask the review questions. 

Ask: How is the shepherd in this passage a good shepherd? 

• How is Jesus a “Good Shepherd”?   
• Did you ever notice how our Metropolitan and bishops 

carry a staff? What does this symbolize? (Make the 
connection that our Metropolitan and bishops are like 
shepherds, doing the work of Jesus here on earth.) 

• Can you think of a saint who was a bishop and is referred 
to as the “good shepherd of the lost sheep in America”?        

         
         

 



Discussion: 
Why do you think St. Raphael is referred to as the “good shepherd of the lost sheep in 
America”? 

(The people St. Raphael served were scattered across America and did not have a 
church to attend which offered prayer services in their own language.  They were lost 
and wandering, like sheep with no shepherd.  He did whatever it took to search for and 
find those Arab-speaking people who needed a priest.  St. Raphael helped establish 
churches throughout America for those people. )  

St. Raphael was educated in several different countries and had many diverse experiences. 
How do you think those experiences helped him serve here in North America? (Allow time for 
answers.) 

Share this passage from the Akathist to St. Raphael (Kontakion 11): 

 “As a self-proclaimed Syro-Arab by birth, Greek by education, American by residence, 
Russian at heart and Slav in soul, you ministered to all, teaching the Orthodox in the 
New World to proclaim with one voice:  Alleluia.” 

 

  

 

PHOTO: Show the large photo of St. Raphael (attached) so that your students can see that 
our saints were real people, just like you and me.  

 

“Trace the Journey of St. Raphael” Activity 

Pass out copies of the map (one for every two students). 

Ask: “Does anyone know what was the very first church established by St. Raphael?” 

If the students do not know, tell them it was St. Nicholas in Brooklyn, NY. That is why he’s 
called “St. Raphael of Brooklyn.” 

 



Pass out copies of “Church Temples Founded by St. Raphael” (one for every two students- 
have them work in pairs) and black markers. 

Using the list of 30 parishes, have the students draw a line from Brooklyn, New York to 
Montreal, Canada, then a line from Montreal to Boston, Massachusetts, and so on. Help 
them with the approximate location of each city, if needed. If there are several large dots in 
a state, and you’re not sure which represents that particular city, choose any one. It’s not 
necessary to be exact. The point of this exercise is to show the students how St. Raphael 
crisscrossed back and forth North America. He didn’t establish all the churches in New York 
first, then all the churches in Pennsylvania, etc. He traveled wherever the need arose. 

 

 

Once they have completed this task, ask your students:  

• Between what years were these parishes established?  (from 1895 to 1914) 
• How did St. Raphael make those long journeys across North America? (Note: At that 

time, there were NO commercial aircrafts!  He traveled by foot, train, boat, horse and 
buggy. He labored tirelessly, giving himself no rest, to meet and minister to those 
Orthodox Christians who were without a church.) 

• Can you think of anyone in your life or in your community who may be like a “lost 
sheep”?  Do you know of someone in your school who is often alone or sad?  Do you 
go out of your way to make them feel included and less alone? (Obtain answers.) 

• Do you know someone who doesn’t go to church at all, or used to go to church, but 
doesn’t attend regularly anymore? Are you willing to go out of your way, like St. 
Raphael did, to encourage that person to come to church? What are some things you 
could do? What are some ways you can share your faith with others who are not 
Orthodox? (Allow some time for discussion, then pass out the handout entitled “What 
Can You Do to Share Your Orthodox Christian Faith with Others?” Compare ideas.) 
 

 



Talk About St. Raphael’s Courage 

“St. Raphael was Syrian but was born in Lebanon because his parents had to (with courage) 
flee to escape religious persecution.  As a young man, he had the courage to leave his family 
and homeland to study in other countries in order to do God’s work.  When he came to the 
‘new world’ (America), he had the courage to endure many hardships to bring the Gospel 
teachings and sacraments of the Orthodox Church to those lost sheep who had no shepherd.”  
 

Discuss with your students the example of great courage and obedience that St. Raphael 
exemplified and how they, too, can be inspired to live a life of courage and faithfulness. 

 

Questions to Ask: 

• How did St. Raphael show courage as a young man, as a deacon, a priest and as a 
bishop? 

• How do you think the courage of St. Raphael’s parents and the Christian community 
during the time of his birth, formed St. Raphael’s own courage and conviction to 
stand up for the needs of the Church and her people in North America? 

• How can the courage and faith of St. Raphael become an inspiration to you? 

 

Closing Remarks: We Are All Called to Be Saints   

“The saints were ordinary people, just like you and me.  As you saw in the photograph of St. 
Raphael, they lived on earth and had flesh and bones, just like us.  The saints are not abstract 
figures who are far from us- quite the opposite.  They struggled every day and felt the joys and 
pains of life, just like us.  They did not all perform wonder-working miracles or walk on water 
the way Jesus did.” 

 
“What distinguishes the saints from others is that they did the will of God and ‘fought the good 
fight’ each day, repenting and getting back up each time.  They were humble and lived the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ our God, through their deeds and words.  We, too, are called to be saints 
– to be “holy,” to use the gifts and talents God has given us and to give them back to Him, for 
His glory.  May the memory of St. Raphael inspire in us the willingness to serve God at all costs, 
even when the road is not an easy one. 

 

 

 

 



Troparion of St. Raphael:  

Sing along with the Troparion of St. Raphael (sung by Bishop BASIL and available for free 
download at http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf/theme-song-2015). 

“Rejoice O Father Raphael, adornment of the holy Church.  Thou art champion of the true 
faith, seeker of the lost, consolation of the oppressed, father to orphans and friend of the poor, 
peacemaker and good shepherd, joy of all the Orthodox, son of Antioch, boast of America.  
Intercede with Christ God for us, and for all who honor thee.” 

Closing Prayer: 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Holy Father Raphael, 
pray to Christ our God for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST. RAPHAEL OF BROOKLYN LIFE OVERVIEW 

 

 

St. Raphael Hawaweeny was born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1860. His family had fled Damascus, Syria 
because of Muslim persecutions. When his family returned, St. Raphael, a talented student, became 
well-educated. He was able to attend several well-known theological schools and was invited to 
Russia to study in Kiev (Ukraine), Kazan, and Moscow. While in Russia, he taught and wrote many 
educational articles and books, becoming well-known throughout Russia, the Middle East, and the 
Orthodox world. He was invited to America to help Arab Christians establish churches. He traveled 
the country uniting and encouraging Orthodox Christians of all backgrounds (Russian, Greek, 
Arabic) to establish parishes and pray together. Because of his great intellect, he became well-
known throughout the Christian and non-Christian world. St. Tikhon consecrated him Bishop of 
Brooklyn at St. Nicholas Cathedral, one of thirty parishes he established in 1904.  (Note: St. Raphael 
was the first bishop to be consecrated in North America.). St Raphael was involved in establishing St. 
Tikhon’s Monastery, leading its first pilgrimage. He wrote and translated Orthodox service books, 
some of which are still in use today. He established a newspaper, The Word, (Note: The Word 
magazine is still published by our Archdiocese today) to keep up with the ongoing demand of 
continuing education of Orthodox people. In ill health the last few years of his life, he worked 
tirelessly, bringing 25,000 people into the Orthodox faith. He died in 1915, and was canonized a 
saint on May 29, 2000 at St. Tikhon’s Monastery. His final resting place is at Antiochian Village in 
Ligonier, PA. 

 

Review Questions: 

In what country was St. Raphael born? 

After showing much academic talent and becoming a monk, where was St. Raphael invited to study? 

Why was St. Raphael sent to America? 

When he arrived in the U.S., what did St. Raphael encourage people from other countries to do? 

Who consecrated St. Raphael a bishop in 1904? 

At what monastery did he lead the first pilgrimage? 



 

 

Saint Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn 
1860-1915 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



CHURCH TEMPLES FOUNDED BY ST. RAPHAEL 
Church Temples founded by St. Raphael Hawaweeney 
which formed the Syrian Diocese of Brooklyn  
at the time of his death, Feb. 27, 1915 

1. St. Nicholas Cathedral, Brooklyn, NY – 1895 
2. St. Nicholas Church, Montreal, QE – 1899 
3. St. George Church, Boston, MA – 1900 
4. St. George Church, Worcester, MA – 1902 
5. St. George Church, Kearney, NE – 1903 
6. St. Mary Church, Wilkes-Barre, PA – 1904 
7. St. George Church, Lawrence, MA – 1904 
8. St. Mary Church, Johnstown, PA – 1906 
9. St. George Church, Glens Falls, NY – 1906 
10. St. Nicholas Church, Montreal, QE – 1908 
11. St. George Church, Vicksburg, MS – 1908 
12. Archangel Michael Church, Beaumont, TX – 1908 
13. St. George Church, Grand Rapids, MI – 1908 
14. St. George Church, Chicago, IL – 1908 
15. St. John of Damascus Church, Boston, MA – 1909 
16. St. George Church, Washington, DC – 1909 
17. St. George Church, Mexico City, Mexico – 1909 
18. St. Simeon the Stylite Church, Ironwood, MI – 1910 
19. St. George Church, Michigan City, IN – 1911 
20. St. George Church, Charleston, WV – 1911 
21. St. Nicholas Church, Cleveland, OH – 1911 
22. Archangel Michael Church, Geneva, NY – 1912 
23. Prophet Elias Church, La Crosse, WI – 1912 
24. St. George Church, Pittsburgh, PA 1912 
25. St. George Church, Macon, MS – 1913 
26. St. George Church, Utica, NY – 1913 
27. St. George Church, New Kensington, PA – 1914 
28. St. George Church, Cedar Parids, Iowa – 1914 
29. Archangel Michael Church, Monessen, PA – 1914 
30. St. George Church, Toledo, OH – 1914 

At the time of St. Raphael’s death, there were more than 25,000 adult male members recorded in 
the thirty parishes of the Syrian Diocese of Brooklyn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What Can You Do To Share Your  

Orthodox Christian Faith With Others? 

 

1. Learn as much as you can about your faith. 

2. Let people know that you are a Christian. 

 A. Wear your cross. 

 B. Make the sign of the cross when praying in public, 
such as before meals. 

3. Talk about your church. 

 A. Tell people the name of your church and where it 
is. 

 B. Tell them that you are an Orthodox Christian. 

 C. Know what the word “Orthodox” means so you 
will be able to explain it to your friends if they ask you. 
(It means “right belief” or “right worship”.) Tell them that 
the Orthodox Church was the original Christian Church 
founded by Christ and the Apostles.  

4. Invite a friend to come to church with you. 

5. Be kind and friendly to all people because God created 
everyone in His image. 

6. Try to behave as a Christian should behave. Set a good 
example for others. 
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