
 

Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education 
 

2015 Creative Festivals Lesson Plan: 
Preschool to Kindergarten 

 
Theme: 
St. Raphael of Brooklyn: “Good Shepherd of the Lost Sheep in America” 
 
(2015 is the 100th Anniversary of the Falling Asleep of Saint Raphael) 
 
Goal: 
To help the students understand the theme well enough to express it in art, photography, 
poetry, and creative writing. 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 

• Explore the idea of a shepherd and his sheep.   
• Explain how a Bishop is a shepherd, leading the people. 
• Identify the Bishop's staff as a symbol of a shepherd. 
• Make the connection that bishops are doing the work of Jesus here on earth. 
• Identify St. Raphael as the first Orthodox Christian bishop consecrated (ordained a 

bishop) in North America 
• Recall at least three facts about the life of Saint Raphael of Brooklyn  
• Sing along with the Troparion of St. Raphael 

 
NOTE: We extend our gratitude to the OCA Department of Christian Education for sharing 
some of the resources used in this lesson plan.  See http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/mini-
units/saints-of-south-canaan.pdf for an extensive mini-unit on The Saints of South 
Canaan.  

 
Time: 40-45 minutes 

Materials:   

• Large Umbrella (or a cane, staff, or rod if available) 
• Icons of Jesus as the Good Shepherd (attached) 
• Photo of Metropolitan JOSEPH (attached) 
• 2015 Creative Festivals Logo   
• St. Raphael (K-2) Coloring Page [print one for each student] (attached) 
• Photo of Saint Raphael of Brooklyn (attached) 
• Troparion of St. Raphael – audio file and sheet music available at: 

 http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf/theme-song-2015 
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Opening Prayer: 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
have mercy on us and save us.  Amen. 

Introduction:   

Sheep and Shepherd Activity 

Begin by asking your students to make sheep sounds.  Ask them to follow you as you walk 
in a circle around the room and pretend to be their shepherd.  Carry an umbrella or other 
‘staff’ in your hand as you lead them around the room while they softly make “baa” sounds. 

Pause for a moment to compliment them for following you so nicely.  

“You are doing such a great job following me; I love being your shepherd.”  

Then say, “What happens when a sheep wanders away?”  (Obtain responses.)  

 “What if one of you went out the door?  What if you got lost?”  (Choose a student to be the 
“lost sheep” and place them away from the group.)  

“What do you think a bad shepherd would do?”  (Let them be lost forever, not care, etc.)   

“What would a good shepherd do?”  (Find the lost sheep.)  You, the teacher will bring the 
“lost sheep” back to the group.   

 “What if a wolf tried to harm you?  Could the good shepherd use his staff to defend and 
protect you from harm?” Act out with your students how the shepherd will protect the 
sheep. 

Direct the students back to their seats. 

Discussion: 

Ask the children the following questions. 

• “What is the job of a shepherd?”  (To tend, herd, feed and guard their sheep.)  
• “How is a good shepherd better than a bad shepherd?” (The good one finds his lost 

sheep, protects them, etc.) 
• “Have you ever been lost before?”  (For example: grocery store, mall, park, etc.) 
• “How did you feel?  Did someone find you?” (Obtain responses.) 
• “Why does a shepherd carry a rod or a staff?” (To direct his flock, for protection of his 

herd in case of danger, and also for defending himself.) 
• “Who in our church is sometimes seen carrying a staff?”  (The Bishop.) 

“A Bishop is like a shepherd, leading the people, and he carries a staff as a symbol of 
being our shepherd.”   

• “Who else do we refer to as "The Good Shepherd?" (Jesus.) 
Show the children the icons of Jesus as the Good Shepherd (attached). 
  



• “What does Jesus have on His shoulders?” (A sheep.) 
• “What does Jesus have under His arm?” (A staff.) 
 
Tell the children: 
 Jesus told a story about the lost sheep. He asked, “‘If you had one hundred sheep and 
one of them was lost, wouldn’t you leave the ninety nine others to search for the one that 
was lost until you found it? Then you would happily carry it home on your shoulders!  In 
the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one person who returns to God than 
over ninety nine others who haven’t strayed away.” 
 
“Jesus loves us very much. He is a Good Shepherd who leads us away from bad things and 
helps us grow closer to Him.”  
 
• “Metropolitan PHILIP was the leader of our church for many years, but he fell asleep in 

the Lord. Who is the new leader of our church?” (Metropolitan JOSEPH.) Show the 
children the photo of Metropolitan JOSEPH. “What is Metropolitan JOSEPH holding in 
his hand? (A staff.) 

• “Who is our bishop?” (Tell the name of the bishop in your area.) 
 

“Metropolitan JOSEPH, along with all of our bishops, are doing the work of Jesus here on 
earth.” 

 

Introducing Saint Raphael of Brooklyn 

Tell the children, “There was a bishop in our church who lived a long time ago and became a 
saint. His name was Saint Raphael.”  

Show your students the Creative Festivals logo icon of St. Raphael.  Share with them that 
this year, we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of St. Raphael’s falling asleep in the Lord.  St. 
Raphael is known as a “good shepherd of the lost sheep in America.” 

Briefly share the life of St. Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn (see attached coloring page which 
includes the following text:) 

 

St. Raphael was born in Lebanon in 1860. He loved school and 
became a monk and a teacher.  He was invited to study in Russia.  
He spent time there writing and teaching.  He was sent to 
America in 1895 to help the Arab Christians in America.  He was 
made a bishop by St. Tikhon.  He spent many years working with 
Orthodox Christians.  He wrote several books and started a 
newspaper to help people learn about their faith.  He was made a 
saint at St. Tikhon’s monastery in the year 2000. 

  



“We remember how St. Raphael was like a good shepherd to those Arab Christians who came 
to America and did not have a place to go to church or a priest to serve them communion, to 
marry couples, to baptize children, and to teach people about the Faith.”  

“How were the people St. Raphael served like "lost sheep"? (They were scattered across 
America and did not have a church to attend which offered prayer services in their own 
language.  They were lost and wandering, like sheep with no shepherd.  St. Raphael 
traveled by foot, train, horse and buggy, boat – he did whatever it took to search and find 
those Arab-speaking people who needed a priest.  St. Raphael helped establish churches 
throughout America for those people. ) 

 

PHOTO: Show the photo of St. Raphael (attached) so 
that your students can see that our saints were real 
people, just like you and me. Tell the children that St. 
Raphael was the first priest to be made an Orthodox 
Christian bishop in America. 

 
 
 
Troparion of St. Raphael 
 
Sing along with the Troparion of St. Raphael (sung by Bishop BASIL and available for free 
download at  http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf/theme-song-2015 

 “Rejoice O Father Raphael, Adornment of the holy Church!  Thou art Champion of the true 
Faith, Seeker of the lost, Consolation of the oppressed, Father to orphans and Friend of the 
poor, Peacemaker and Good Shepherd, Joy of all the Orthodox, Son of Antioch, Boast of 
America.  Intercede with Christ God for us, and for all who honor thee.” 

 
Closing: 
Give each student a copy of the St. Raphael coloring page to take home and ask these three 
review questions about St. Raphael. 
 

• “In what country was St. Raphael born?” (Lebanon) 
• “In what country did St. Raphael study?” (Russia) 
• “Why was he sent to America?”  (To help Arab Christians.) 
 

Creative Festival Project: 
At this point, you may wish to have the children work on their Creative Festival project if 
time permits. If you do not have enough time remaining, schedule work on the project for 
the following week. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. St. Raphael, pray for us. 
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Jesus is the Good Shepherd 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Name _________________________ 



 

 

 

Saint Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn 
1860-1915 

 


