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At that time, Jesus was in a boat. When He came to the 

shore, He saw a large crowd. He felt sorry for them and 

healed all who were sick.  

When it was dinner time, the disciples said to Him, “We 

are far away from the villages. There is no where for the 

people to buy food. Tell them to go buy food to eat.” 

Jesus said, “They do not need to go away. You give them 

some food.” The disciples said, “We have only five loaves 

and two fish.” 

Jesus said, “Bring them here to Me.” Jesus then told eve-

ryone to sit down on the grass. 

He took the bread, and the fish, looked to Heaven, and 

blessed them. Then He broke the bread, and gave the 

loaves to the disciples and they gave them to the crowd. 

There were about five thousand men who ate. There 

were 12 baskets full of leftovers. 

Then Jesus told the disciples to get in the boat and head 

to the other shore. Jesus finished teaching and dismissed 

the people. 
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JESUS FEEDS A HUGE CROWD 
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Matthew 14:14-22 
Preschool Edition 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. The people were hungry. Jesus told the disciples to feed them.  

What food did the disciples have? 

2. What did Jesus do when He saw the little bit of food? 

3. Did you think any food would be left over? 

4. How many baskets of leftovers were there? 

5. Jesus offers us food at every Divine Liturgy. It is called Holy Communion. 
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One day, when our Lord Jesus Christ came ashore, He saw many people. He 

felt sorry for them and healed the ones that were sick. He also taught the 

people, for a long time. 

Evening came, and the disciples came to Jesus and said, “We are far from a 

town and the day is done. Send the people to get some food for themselves.” 

Jesus said, “They don’t need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 

The disciples said, “All we have is five loaves of bread and two fish.” 

Jesus said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he told everyone to sit down on 

the grass. He looked up to Heaven and blessed and broke the loaves. He gave 

the bread to the disciples, who gave it to the crowds. 

Everyone ate until they were full. They gathered the leftovers and filled 12 

baskets! Five thousand men, and also some women and children, had shared 

those five loaves and two fish. There was more than enough for everyone.   

After that, Jesus sent the disciples in the boat, to the other side, while He 

stayed to dismiss the crowds.  
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August 14, 2016 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Matthew 14:14-22 
Grades K-2 Edition 

1. What was Jesus doing for the people that He saw? 

2. Why did the disciples come to talk to Jesus? What did they say? 

3. What did Jesus tell the disciples to do? 

4. How much food did the disciples have? 

5. What did Jesus do with the food? What did the disciples do with it? What 

did the people do with it? 

6. How many people were at this picnic? Did they have enough to eat? How do 

you know? 

7. This Gospel story shows us that God takes care of us! He can take what we 

have and make it into what we need. 

THE MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES AND FISHES 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
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At that time, when Jesus went 

ashore He saw a great throng; and 

He had compassion on them, and 

healed their sick. 

When it was evening, the disciples 

came to Him and said, “This is a 

lonely place, and the day is now 

over; send the crowds away to go 

into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” 

Jesus said, “They need not go away; 

you give them something to eat.” 

They said to Him, “We have only five 

loaves here and two fish.” And Jesus 

said, “Bring them here to Me.” 

Then He ordered the crowds to sit 

down on the grass; and taking the 

five loaves and the two fish He 

looked up to heaven, and blessed, 

and broke and gave the loaves to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave 

them to the crowds. 

And they all ate and were satisfied. 

And they took up twelve baskets full 

of the broken pieces left over. And 

those who ate were about five thou-

sand men, besides women and chil-

dren. 

Then Jesus made the disciples get 

into the boat and go before Him to 

the other side, while He dismissed 

the crowds. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. In the beginning of this story, what is Jesus doing? Why is He doing it? 

2. What did the disciples tell Jesus to do? Did He do it? 

3. Who does Jesus have solve the problem that the disciples pointed out? 

Do they cooperate? 

4. Did the plan work? How did you know? 

5. If you could have been there on this day, who would you have wanted to 

be—a person in the crowd, or a disciple? Why? 
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Characters: Narrator, Disciples, Jesus 

 

Narrator: At that time, when Jesus went 

ashore He saw a great throng; and 

He had compassion on them, and 

healed their sick. 

 When it was evening, the disciples 

came to Him and said,  

Disciples: This is a lonely place, and the day is 

now over; send the crowds away to 

go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves. 

Narrator: Jesus said,  

Jesus: They need not go away; you give 

them something to eat. 

Narrator: They said to Him,  

Disciples: We have only five loaves here and 

two fish. 

Narrator: And Jesus said,  

Jesus: Bring them here to Me. 

Narrator: Then He ordered the crowds to sit 

down on the grass; and taking the 

five loaves and the two fish He 

looked up to heaven, and blessed, 

and broke and gave the loaves to 

the disciples, and the disciples gave 

them to the crowds. 

 And they all ate and were satisfied. 

And they took up twelve baskets 

full of the broken pieces left over. 

And those who ate were about five 

thousand men, besides women and 

children. 

THE MULTIPLICATION OF THE LOAVES 
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Matthew 14:14-22 
Readers’ Theatre 

Narrator: Then Jesus made the disciples get 

into the boat and go before Him to 

the other side, while He dismissed 

the crowds. 
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At that time, when Jesus 

went ashore He saw a 

great throng; and He had 

compassion on them, and 

healed their sick. 

When it was evening, the 

disciples came to Him and 

said, “This is a lonely 

place, and the day is now 

over; send the crowds 

away to go into the vil-

lages and buy food for 

themselves.” 

Jesus said, “They need not 

go away; you give them 

something to eat.” They 

said to Him, “We have 

only five loaves here and 

two fish.” And Jesus said, 

“Bring them here to Me.” 

Then He ordered the 

crowds to sit down on the 

grass; and taking the five 

THE�LOAVES�AND�FISHES�
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WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1. What do the 

disciples think the 

people need to do? 

2. What does Jesus tell 

the disciples to do 

for the people? 

3. Why do the disciples 

think they can’t do 

that? 

4. How does Jesus 

solve this problem 

for them? 

5. Do you know 

anyone who needs 

something? What 

do they need? 

6. Based on this gospel, 

do you think you 

are called to help 

them? 

7. Are you able to do 

that? If not, what 

does this gospel tell 

us Jesus will do? 

loaves and the two fish He 

looked up to heaven, and 

blessed, and broke and 

gave the loaves to the dis-

ciples, and the disciples 

gave them to the crowds. 

And they all ate and were 

satisfied. And they took up 

twelve baskets full of the 

broken pieces left over. 

And those who ate were 

about five thousand men, 

besides women and chil-

dren. 

Then Jesus made the disci-

ples get into the boat and 

go before Him to the other 

side, while He dismissed 

the crowds. 

 

 

 

 

Images courtesy of sxc.hu 



Let Us Attend! is published by the Antiochian Orthodox Department of Christian Education (www.antiochian.org). If you  
would like information on our present programs and future initiatives, contact Mrs. Carole Buleza at aodce@antiochian.org.  
We gratefully acknowledge support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work of the Department.  
 

          Visit www.antiochian.org/LetUsAttend for free downloads related to this Gospel story:  
   mp3 audio, coloring sheet, script for readers’ theater, and handouts for preschool through 
   high school. Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/AODCE. 
 

A 

Pre-

At that time, when Jesus went ashore He 

saw a great throng; and He had compas-

sion on them, and healed their sick. 

When it was evening, the disciples came 

to Him and said, “This is a lonely place, 

and the day is now over; send the crowds 

away to go into the villages and buy food 

for themselves.” 

Jesus said, “They need not go away; you 

give them something to eat.” They said to 

Him, “We have only five loaves here and 

two fish.” And Jesus said, “Bring them 

here to Me.” 

Then He ordered the crowds to sit down 

on the grass; and taking the five loaves 

and the two fish He looked up to heaven, 

and blessed, and broke and gave the 

loaves to the disciples, and the disciples 

gave them to the crowds. 

And they all ate and were satisfied. And 

they took up twelve baskets full of the 

broken pieces left over. And those who 

ate were about five thousand men, be-

sides women and children. 

Then Jesus made the disciples get into the 

boat and go before Him to the other side, 

while He dismissed the crowds. 
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WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1.  What do the disci-

ples think the people 

need to do? 

2.  What does Jesus say 

in response? 

3.  If we are Jesus’ disci-

ples today, what is 

he telling us to do? 

4.  What do the disci-

ples need in order to 

feed the people? 

5.  What does that sug-

gest about what God 

will do for us today? 

6.  Do you think this is 

accurate of God? If 

so, when have you 

experienced this? If 

not, what have you 

experienced that has 

lead you to this con-

clusion? 
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