
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education  
2016 Creative Festivals Lesson Plan:  

1st – 3rd

 
 Grade 

Theme:  
“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15) 
 
Goal:  
To help the students understand the theme well enough to express it in art, 
photography, poetry, and creative writing.  
 
Lesson Objectives:  
The students will be able to:   

• Describe what a family is 
• Explain in their own words how their home is a “little Church”. 
• Discuss what it means to serve the Lord. 
• Describe ways they and their families can serve the Lord daily. 
• Identify key members of the family of St. Basil the Great. 

 
Time: 40 minutes 
 
Materials:       

 • Photo of the Marriage Ceremony (attached) 
 • Orthodox Study Bible (read the passages cited in the lesson plan) 
 • 2016 Creative Festivals Logo (attached) 
 • House with Theme (attached- print one for each student) 

From http://www.unoriginalmom.com/joshua-2415-free-printable/ 
 • Paper; Crayons, Markers, or Colored Pencils (if doing a drawing activity to 

reinforce the theme) 
 • Letter to Parents (attached- print one for each student) 
 

Opening Prayer:  
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 
 
Introduction: 
 
“Today we’re going to talk about families.”  
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Begin by describing your own family, then have the children take turns describing  
their families. (Be sensitive to those who may come from a family in which the 
parents are divorced, there are stepparents or stepchildren, the student is a foster 
child, or if a member of the family is deceased.) Discuss how every family is 
different, but assure the children that God loves all people in all families. 
 
“Who is our heavenly Father?”  (Obtain responses.)  
 
“God is our heavenly Father. We are all members of God’s family.” 
 
“When a man and a woman are married in the Orthodox Church, they are crowned as 
king and queen of their own home. (Show the children the photo of the Marriage 
Ceremony.) 
 
“During the marriage ceremony, they walk around a table that has the Gospel Book on 
it to remind them that their whole life should be centered around God. (Have the 
children find the Gospel Book in the photo.) They are supposed to live prayerful lives 
and bring up their children in the Church, with God being most important, or first, in 
their lives. Their home then becomes a ‘little church’.” 
 
“Can you think of some ways in which are homes are like ‘little churches’?”  (Obtain 
responses. Possible answers may include the following: we have an icon corner, we 
pray together before meals, we read the Bible or Bible stories, we keep the fasts, 
etc.) 
 
“I’m going to read something from the Gospel according to Luke in the New Testament 
of the Bible.” 
[Read aloud Luke 6:47-49 from the Orthodox Study Bible. See quote below:] 
 
“Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them.  I will show you whom 
he is like:  He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on 
the rock.   And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, 
and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.  But he who heard and did 
nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against 
which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell.  And the ruin of the house 
was great.”  Luke 6:46-49 
 
“Jesus is telling us that it’s not enough to simply listen to what He said, we must also do 
what he said. If you built a house on a foundation that wasn’t strong and solid, it would 
fall apart. It’s the same thing with our families. Jesus is like ‘the rock’ upon which we 
build our lives. Jesus should be most important, or first in our lives.” 
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Introducing the Theme: 
 
[Background for the Teacher: In chapters 23 and 24 of Joshua, we have 
recorded for us Joshua’s final address to the people of Israel before his death.  
It is in these final chapters that Joshua offers the charge and challenge to the 
people to remain faithful to the one true God.  Joshua declares that he has 
chosen to follow the Lord and that this choice is for his house as well.  If we 
are following after the greater Joshua, Jesus, we too must be intentional in 
our choices.  We must never forget that we have committed to following after 
Christ.  We must never return to Egypt (sin and death) but must live in faith 
in the promises of God that are fulfilled in Christ.  All of the stories in the 
book of Joshua stand as types of what happens to those who faithfully follow 
after Christ and what happens to those who choose not to follow Christ.  We 
must “take up our cross daily and follow after” Christ.] 
 

“Here is this year’s Creative Festival theme. It comes from the Book of Joshua in the Old 
Testament of the Bible:   ‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’  Joshua 
24:15 
 
“At that time, the Israelites lived in the land that God had promised them. There were 
twelve tribes. When Joshua was very old, he knew he would die soon, so he called all 
the tribes together. There were some people who worshipped false gods, like statues, 
instead of the Lord our God. Joshua told them they had to make a choice; whether they 
were going to worship a false god or worship the one, true God. Joshua said, ‘As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.’” 
 
“Who is the Lord?” (Obtain responses.) The Lord is another name for God. 

 
“What does Joshua mean by ‘me and my house’?  (Obtain responses.)  He is talking 
about his household, i.e. his family, wife, children, maybe even his parents and his 
servants. 
 
“What do you think it means to serve the Lord?” (Obtain responses.) To serve the 
Lord means to worship Him, obey Him, and help Him.  
 
“God loves all of us very much. If we really love God, too, we will want to show Him we 
love Him by serving Him and helping Him. When Jesus was on earth, He served other 
people and He wants us to do the same. When we’re kind and serve others, we’re 
serving God, too.” 
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“Joshua, as head of his household, declares that they will serve the Lord.  He is setting 
the example for his family and for the Israelites. We should try to serve God and set an 
example for others, too.” 
 
 
Ways to “serve the Lord”: 
 
Worshipping 
“What are some ways we worship God?” (Obtain responses.) Answers may include 
the following: 

• Attending church 
• Receiving the sacraments 
• Praying/reading Scripture 

 
Obeying 
“How can we obey God?” (Obtain responses.) Answers may include the following: 

• Doing what God wants us to do 
• Doing what is right 
• Keeping the commandments  

 
“This is what Jesus said when someone asked him what was the greatest 
commandment.” 
[Read aloud Matthew 22:37-39 from the Orthodox Study Bible. See quote below:] 
 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
“What do you think Jesus meant when he said to ‘love your neighbor as yourself’?” 
(Obtain responses. A possible answer may be to treat others the way you would like 
to be treated.) 
 
Helping 
“What are some ways we can help God?” (Obtain responses.) Emphasize that we can 
act as God’s helpers here on earth. Answers may include the following: 

• Being kind to others 
• Being helpful at home, school, church etc. 
• Giving food, clothing, toys, etc. to the poor 
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A Family Who Served the Lord: 
 
Show the students the Creative Festivals logo. 
 
 

• “This is an example of a family who served the Lord. How many saints are in 
this family?” (Have the children count them.)  “There are eight saints! That’s a 
lot, isn’t it? The members of this family dedicated their lives to God. Saint 
Macrina is the grandmother of this family. (Point to Saint Macrina the Elder.) 
Saint Basil the Elder was her son. (Point to St. Basil the Elder.) He was married 
to Saint Emelia. (Point to St. Emelia.) These were their children. (Point to and 
identify the rest of the figures.) 

 
• “This is St. Basil the Great. (Point to St. Basil the Great.) He is a very important 

saint of our Church. The scroll he’s holding says, ‘This is how you pray 
continually- not by offering prayer in words, but by joining yourself to God 
through your whole way of life, so that your life becomes one continuous and 
uninterrupted prayer.’ St. Basil is telling us that we should always put God first 
in our lives and not have anything be more important than God. Then we will 
always love God and want to serve Him. If we do that, it might be possible for us 
to be saints, too, someday.”  

 
Reinforcing the Theme: 
Give each student a copy of the house with the theme to use as a reference for the 
following activities. It will also serve as a handout they can take home. 
 
Choose one or more of the following activities to reinforce the theme: 
 1. Make several extra copies of the house with the theme. Cut them into 
puzzle pieces. Have students work in teams to put the puzzle together. 
 2. Have the students draw a picture of their own house with all the members 
of their family in it, and write the verse creatively around the house, using the 
handout for reference.  

3. Discuss the various rooms in the house. How can we serve the Lord in each 
of the rooms? (For example, in the kitchen we prepare food for the homeless or bake 
holy bread, in the family room, we read the Bible together, in our bedrooms we say 
our daily prayers, etc.) 
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4. Have the students draw a picture of their home as a “little church” showing 
activities within the home that illustrate ways in which members of the family are 
serving the Lord, such as praying, helping parents, reading Scripture, etc. 

 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Our Heavenly Father, You sent Jesus to teach us how to love You and one another. Help 
us share Your love and serve others in need. Amen. 
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Orthodox Marriage Ceremony 
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Dear Parents: 
 
Today we discussed the 2016 Creative Festivals theme in your child’s 
Sunday Church School class. This year’s theme is: “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 
(Joshua 25:15) 
 
The children described their families and learned that we are all part of 
God’s family, too. We talked about ways that we can serve the Lord by 
worshipping Him, obeying Him, and being His helpers. 
 
Because this theme relates to the family, this letter is being sent home so that 
you might reinforce these ideas. Here are some suggestions: 
 
Pray as a family in front of your icon corner 
Pray together before meals  
Attend Divine Liturgy as a family on Sundays and Feast Days 
Receive the Sacraments as a family 
Read Bible stories to your children 
Do acts of service in your church or community together as a family  
 
Thank you so much for bringing your child to Sunday Church School and 
continuing the process of nurturing the faith of our young Orthodox 
Christians.  
 
In Christ, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 
(Proverbs 22:6) 
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