
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education  
 

2016 Creative Festivals Lesson Plan:  
Grades 4-6 

 
Theme 
“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15) 
 
Goal:  
To help the students understand the theme well enough to express it in art, 
photography, poetry, and creative writing.  
 
Lesson Objectives:  
The students will be able to:   

• Discuss various families and develop an awareness of the differences that exist. 
• Recognize that God is part of every type of family. 
• Explain what it means to be part of God’s family. 
• Discuss what it means to serve the Lord. 
• Explain the significance of the icon of the Presentation of the Lord. 
• Brainstorm ways that families can serve God. 

       • Describe how families who serve God can be a positive influence on others. 
 

Time: 40 minutes 
 
Materials:  
 
      • Pictures of various families from magazines or internet (at least 1 per student) 
      •  Pictures of large family gatherings (2-3) These can be personal photos or 
pictures from the internet. 
      • Activity cards (attached)  
      • Bibles  (one per student, if possible; if not, 2 or 3 students may share one Bible) 
      • Icon of the Presentation of the Lord (paper copy attached)  
      • 2016 Creative Festivals Logo (attached) 
      • House with Theme (attached- print one for each student) 

From http://www.unoriginalmom.com/joshua-2415-free-printable/ 
      •  Paper; Crayons, Markers, or Colored Pencils (if doing a drawing activity to 

reinforce the theme) 
      • Letter to Parents (attached- print one for each student) 
 
Opening Prayer:  
 Recite the Lord’s Prayer together as a class. 

 
Introduction:  
 
Have students choose a picture of a family. Ask each student to tell about the picture  
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and how it compares to their own family. For example- if the picture shows 2  
parents and 2 children, the student might say- In our family we have 3 children, or 
they may say they only have 1 parent.  
 
After each student has had a turn, discuss how the family can be comprised of many 
different people. Some families have many generations living together, for example. 
Others may be a part of a blended family. Stress the importance of being accepting of 
others and that God can exist in any family situation. (If a particular student has a 
sensitive issue that he/she does not want to discuss, be respectful of that.) 
 
Show students the pictures of large family gatherings. 
When you celebrate a holiday or special event within your family, you may include 
more people that we call our extended family. (Aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents, 
etc.) Ask students to describe how those times are more joyous, more exciting, etc. 
It’s always fun to celebrate with other family members or even friends to share 
special times together, such as a wedding. (Have students share family traditions if 
they wish.) 
 
When we come to church to worship and celebrate the Liturgy, we are joining with 
another extended family- God’s family.  We can compare our large family gatherings 
to our family at church. Just as it’s more joyous to all be together on a holiday, it’s 
more joyous to worship together.  Every Sunday is a celebration, and we have the 
privilege of sharing in that celebration with one another.  
 
 
Introducing the Theme: 
 
 
“Here is this year’s theme for the creative festivals. It comes from the Book of Joshua in 
the Old Testament of the Bible: ‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’  
 
“At that time, the Israelites lived in the land that God had promised them. There were 
twelve tribes. When Joshua was very old, he knew he would die soon, so he called all 
the tribes together. There were some people who worshipped false gods, like statues, 
instead of the Lord our God. Joshua told them they had to make a choice; whether they 
were going to worship a false god or worship the one, true God. Joshua said, ‘As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.’” 
 
“What does the word serve mean?” (To help, take care of, show love) As a member of 
God’s family, we are called to serve as Jesus did.  
 
Give each student one of the following bible verses to look up and have them take 
turns reading to the class: 
 
John 13:2-5, Mark 10:45, 2Corinthians 4:5, Galatians 5:13, Colossians 3:23-24 
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Discuss how Jesus served others and why we are called to serve. (To be more like 
Him; when we serve others, we serve the Lord.) 
 

 
 

Explanation of the Theme 
 
Show students the Creative Festivals Logo. 
 
“This is an example of a family who served the Lord. How many saints are in this 
family?” (8) 
 
“The members of this family dedicated their lives to God. Saint Macrina, the elder, is 
the grandmother. (Ask a student to point to her.) Saint Basil, the Elder, was her son. 
(Ask a student to point to him.) He was married to Saint Emelia. These were their 
children.” (Identify them in the icon.) 
 
Ask a student to point to Saint Basil the Great. “He is a very important saint of our 
church. The scroll says, ‘This is how you pray continually, not by offering prayer in 
words, but by joining yourself to God through your whole way of life, so that your life 
becomes one continuous and uninterrupted prayer.’ St. Basil is telling us that we 
should always put God first in our lives and not have anything be more important than 
God. That is how we serve God.” 
 
“When we serve, we put something or someone first, before ourselves. What are some 
material things that are important to you?” (Cell phones, TV, video games, movies, 
computer, etc.) 
 
“Many people worship these things and put them first in their lives. That is called a 
priority. In Joshua, it says, ‘Choose this day whom you will serve.’ Who or what is a 
priority in your life? Is it your cell phone? Is it your friends? Or do you seek God first?  
Within our ‘houses’ and our families, we have many opportunities to serve the Lord. 
Our house can mean what we do for God when we are at home, but it can also mean 
what we (individually or as a family, a household) do for God when we are in other 
situations. What do others see when they come into our house? What do they see when 
your family is out in public? What does your ‘house’ look like when others enter 
through the door?”  
 
Activity: What Does Serving God Look Like? 
 
Put students in groups or with a partner. Give each group an activity card. Have them 
come up with a way to role play various ways to serve the Lord in each situation. Allow 
about 5-10 min. Have them take turns demonstrating for the class. They can choose 
any style to demonstrate- a skit, a pantomime, a rap song, etc. 
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Activity Cards 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Group A 
Your family is having friends over for dinner. They do not attend church.  What do 
they see in your house? What are some things that your family might do to show 
they serve the Lord? How will others know that serving the Lord is a priority in your 
life? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Group B 
There is a festival in your community. Most of your friends are enjoying the 
activities. Your family is working at a booth to raise funds for the poor in the 
community. What are some ways you are serving the Lord? How will others know 
that serving the Lord is a priority in your life?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Group C 
Your sports team has a big game. Many family members and friends have come to 
watch. What do others see when you play? What are some ways you can serve the 
Lord? How will others know that serving the Lord is a priority in your life? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Group D 
Your neighbors are doing yard work on Sunday morning. What do they see your 
family doing? How does your family show they are serving the Lord? How will 
others know that serving the Lord is a priority in your house? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Ideas for Group A 
Icons in the house, praying before meals, Bible reading after meal, TV and cell 
phones are off.  
 
Ideas for Group B 
Family members are working, helping the poor; icons at booth, family members are 
sharing their faith with others. 
 
Ideas for Group C 
Your family is polite and respectful to others. 
You are respectful to your teammates and coach. 
You pray or bless yourself before the game.  
 
Ideas for Group D 
Family is dressed up and leaving for church,  
No family member is working outside. 
Your grass may need to be cut, etc. 
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After each group has presented their ideas, discuss how our actions influence 
others. (Emphasize with the students the importance of not judging others. We 
are serving the Lord because we know that we are called to serve.) 
 
What does serving God look like? How does your family make God a priority in your 
home? What can you do differently as a family to become better servants of the Lord?  
 
Icon of the Presentation of the Lord:  
 
Show the students the icon of The Presentation of the Lord.  

 
 “Who are the people in this icon?” (Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Simeon, Anna)  
 
“Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple forty days after He was born to dedicate 
Him to God. They wanted their child to love and serve God. Because they were poor, 
they could only afford to bring two turtle doves as an offering.”  (Have students find 
the turtle doves.)  
 
“When they came into the Temple, they were met by Simeon, who was very old. He was 
a holy man who had prayed for many years. One time, when Simeon was praying, he 
heard the voice of God who told him he would not die until he saw Jesus. When Mary 
and Joseph came into the Temple, Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God.” 
 
“Anna was also there that day. She was a widow who had spent many years in the 
Temple worshiping God, fasting, and praying. When she saw Jesus, she also knew that 
He was very special and she praised God, too.” 
 
“Mary and Joseph served God by bringing Jesus to the Temple when He was a little 
baby. The Temple was the most important place in the world. They showed that God 
was first in their lives. Parents still bring their babies to church to be blessed when they 
are 40 days old. This is done in remembrance of Mary and Joseph bringing Jesus to the 
Temple.” 
 
Challenge your students to “lay aside” some of their favorite things during the week 
for short amounts of time, and use that time to serve the Lord.  Tell the students that 
the phrase, "lay aside all earthly cares" is found in the Divine Liturgy. See if anyone 
knows exactly where in the Divine Liturgy it can be found. If no one knows, ask them 
to look for that phrase the following Sunday and tell you where it’s located. (In the 
Cherubic Hymn.) 
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Reinforcing the Theme: 
Give each student a copy of the house with the theme to use as a reference for the 
following activities. It will also serve as a handout they can take home. 
 
Choose one or more of the following activities: 
 
 1. Make extra copies of the house with the theme. Cut them into puzzle 
pieces. Have the students work individually or in teams to put the puzzle together. 
 2. Have the students draw a picture of their own house with all the members 
of their family in it, and write the verse creatively around the house, using the 
handout for reference.  

3. Discuss the various rooms in the house. How can we serve the Lord in each 
of the rooms? (For example, in the kitchen we prepare food for the homeless or bake 
holy bread, in the family room, we read the Bible together, in our bedrooms we say 
our daily prayers, etc.) 

4. Have the students draw a picture of their home as a “little church” showing 
activities within the home that illustrate ways in which members of the family are 
serving the Lord, such as praying, helping parents, reading Scripture, etc. 
 
 
Closing Prayer:  
 
Thank you, Lord, for the privilege of serving You. Show us how we can be better 
servants for You. Help us to always seek You first in our lives. In the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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Dear Parents: 
 
Today we discussed the 2016 Creative Festivals theme in your child’s 
Sunday Church School class. This year’s theme is: “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 
(Joshua 25:15) 
 
The children described their families and learned that we are all part of 
God’s family, too. We talked about ways that our families can show we 
serve the Lord. 
 
Because this theme relates to the family, this letter is being sent home so that 
you might reinforce these ideas. Here are some suggestions: 
 
Pray as a family in front of your icon corner 
Pray together before meals  
Attend Divine Liturgy as a family on Sundays and Feast Days 
Receive the Sacraments as a family 
Read Bible stories to your children 
Do acts of service in your church or community together as a family  
 
Thank you so much for bringing your child to Sunday Church School and 
continuing the process of nurturing the faith of our young Orthodox 
Christians.  
 
In Christ, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 
 
 
 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 
(Proverbs 22:6) 
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