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One day, Our Lord Jesus went for a walk. He took his disci-

ples Peter, James, and John with Him. They hiked up a 

mountain, all the way to the top.  

When they got up there, Jesus suddenly looked different. 

His face was shining bright like the sun. His clothes were 

shining white, too! Then two men who had died long be-

fore, Moses and Elijah, appeared on each side of Jesus. 

They began to talk to Him.  

Peter said, “Jesus, it is good that we are here! If you want, 

we can make three special tents for worship. We can make 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

Before Peter finished talking, a bright cloud shone in the sky 

right above them and God the Father’s voice came from the 

cloud. God said, “This is my Son that I love. I am very happy 

with him! Listen to what He says!” 

The disciples were scared when they saw the bright cloud 

and heard God’s voice. They lay face-down on the ground 

because they were so scared. But Jesus came and touched 

them and told them to get up and not to be scared.  

When the disciples looked up, only Jesus was there. Moses 

and Elijah and the bright cloud and voice were gone.  

They all started hiking back down the mountain. While they 

walked, Jesus said, “Don’t tell anyone what you just saw 

until after the Son of Man is risen from the dead.” 
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JESUS IS SHOWN TO BE GOD’S SON 

August 6, 2017 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Preschool Edition 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Who went for a walk with Jesus? Where did they go? 

2. After they got to the top of the mountain, what happened to Jesus? 

3. Who did the disciples see speaking to Jesus on the mountain? 

4. What did Peter want to do when he saw those men talking to Jesus? 

5. God the Father spoke from the bright cloud. What did He say about Jesus? 

6. How did the disciples feel when God the Father spoke to them? How do you know? 

7. When did Jesus say that the disciples should tell about what they had just seen? 
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One day, Our Lord Jesus went for a walk. He took his disciples Peter, James, and 

John with Him. They hiked up a mountain, all the way to the top.  

When they got up there, Jesus suddenly looked different. His face was shining 

bright like the sun. His clothes were shining white, too! Then two men who had 

died long before, Moses and Elijah, appeared on each side of Jesus. They began 

to talk to Him.  

Peter said, “Jesus, it is good that we are here! If you want, we can make three 

special tents for worship. We can make one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.” 

Before Peter finished talking, a bright cloud shone in the sky right above them 

and God the Father’s voice came from the cloud. God said, “This is my Son that I 

love. I am very happy with him! Listen to what He says!” 

The disciples were scared when they saw the bright cloud and heard God’s voice. 

They lay face-down on the ground because they were so scared. But Jesus came 

and touched them and told them to get up and not to be scared.  

When the disciples looked up, only Jesus was there. Moses and Elijah and the 

bright cloud and voice were gone.  

They all started hiking back down the mountain. While they walked, Jesus said, 

“Don’t tell anyone what you just saw until after the Son of Man is risen from the 

dead.” 
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Grades K-2 Edition 

1. Who went for a walk with Jesus? Where did they go? 

2. After they got to the top of the mountain, what happened to Jesus? 

3. Who did the disciples see speaking to Jesus on the mountain? 

4. What did Peter want to do when he saw those men talking to Jesus? 

5. God the Father spoke from the bright cloud. What did He say about Jesus? 

6. How did the disciples feel when God the Father spoke to them? How do you 

know? 

7. When did Jesus say that the disciples should tell about what they had just 

seen? 

JESUS IS SHOWN TO BE GOD’S SON 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
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Now after six days Jesus took Peter, 

James, and John his brother, led 

them up on a high mountain by 

themselves; and He was transfigured 

before them. His face shone like the 

sun, and His clothes became as 

white as the light. And behold, 

Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 

talking with Him. Then Peter an-

swered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is 

good for us to be here: if You wish, 

let us make here three tabernacles: 

one for You, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah.” 

While he was still speaking, behold, 

a bright cloud overshadowed them; 

and suddenly a voice came out of 

the cloud, saying, “This is My be-

loved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased. Hear Him!” And when the 

disciples heard it, they fell on their 

faces and were greatly afraid. But 

Jesus came and touched them and 

said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” 

When they had lifted up their eyes, 

they saw no one but Jesus only.  

Now as they came down from the 

mountain, Jesus commanded them, 

saying, “Tell the vision to no one 

until the Son of Man is risen from 

the dead.” 

JESUS IS SHOWN TO BE GOD’S SON 

August 6, 2017 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Grades 3-5 Edition 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Who was transfigured in this Gospel reading? Who was with Him when it 

happened? 

2. What does the word “transfigured” mean? 

3. When does the voice say, “This is My beloved Son?” 

4. What did Peter, James, and John do when they saw the bright cloud and 

heard the voice? Why? 

5. Why do you think that Jesus was transfigured and had a voice speak about 

Him? Why is it important that we know that this happened? 

6. How would you feel if this happened in front of you? Explain. 
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Characters: Narrator, Jesus, Peter, Voice of God 

 

Narrator: Now after six days Jesus took Pe-

ter, James, and John his brother, 

led them up on a high mountain 

by themselves; and He was trans-

figured before them. His face 

shone like the sun, and His clothes 

became as white as the light. And 

behold, Moses and Elijah ap-

peared to them, talking with Him. 

Then Peter answered and said to 

Jesus, 

Peter: Lord, it is good for us to be here: if 

You wish, let us make here three 

tabernacles: one for You, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah. 

Narrator:  While he was still speaking, be-

hold, a bright cloud overshad-

owed them; and suddenly a voice 

came out of the cloud, saying,  

Voice:  This is My beloved Son, in whom I 

am well pleased. Hear Him! 

Narrator:  And when the disciples heard it, 

they fell on their faces and were 

greatly afraid. But Jesus came and 

touched them and said,  

Jesus:  Arise, and do not be afraid.  

Narrator:  When they had lifted up their 

eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 

only.  

 Now as they came down from the 

mountain, Jesus commanded 

them, saying,  
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Readers’ Theatre 
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Jesus:  Tell the vision to no one until the Son 

of Man is risen from the dead. 
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Now after six days Jesus 

took Peter, James, and 

John his brother, led them 

up on a high mountain by 

themselves; and He was 

transfigured before them. 

His face shone like the 

sun, and His clothes be-

came as white as the light. 

And behold, Moses and 

Elijah appeared to them, 

talking with Him. Then 

Peter answered and said 

to Jesus, “Lord, it is good 

for us to be here: if You 

wish, let us make here 

three tabernacles: one for 

You, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah.” 

While he was still speak-

ing, behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them; and 

suddenly a voice came out 

of the cloud, saying, “This 

is My beloved Son, in 

whom I am well pleased. 

Hear Him!” And when the 

disciples heard it, they fell 

on their faces and were 

greatly afraid. But Jesus 

came and touched them 

and said, “Arise, and do 

JESUS�IS�SHOWN�TO�BE�GOD’S�SON�

August 6, 2017 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Middle School Edition 

WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1. What happens after 

Peter offers to build 

three dwelling 

places for Jesus, 

Moses, and Elijah? 

2. Read Exodus 19:7-9 

and 19:16-20. Who 

comes in a dense 

cloud in these pas-

sages? Why does 

He come in a cloud? 

3. What does this sug-

gest about the 

cloud that over-

shadows the disci-

ples? What does 

this cloud tell about 

Jesus?  

4. Whose voice comes 

from the cloud? 

Why do you say 

that? 

5. What does the voice 

tell us about Jesus? 

What does that 

mean? 

6. Why is it important 

to know that Jesus 

is God’s beloved 

Son? Why does that 

matter? 

not be afraid.” When they 

had lifted up their eyes, 

they saw no one but Jesus 

only.  

Now as they came down 

from the mountain, Jesus 

commanded them, saying, 

“Tell the vision to no one 

until the Son of Man is 

risen from the dead.” 
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Now after six days Jesus took Peter, 

James, and John his brother, led them up 

on a high mountain by themselves; and 

He was transfigured before them. His face 

shone like the sun, and His clothes be-

came as white as the light. And behold, 

Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talk-

ing with Him. Then Peter answered and 

said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be 

here: if You wish, let us make here three 

tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah.” 

While he was still speaking, behold, a 

bright cloud overshadowed them; and 

suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, 

saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom 

I am well pleased. Hear Him!” And when 

the disciples heard it, they fell on their 

faces and were greatly afraid. But Jesus 

came and touched them and said, “Arise, 

and do not be afraid.” When they had 

lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but 

Jesus only.  

Now as they came down from the moun-

tain, Jesus commanded them, saying, 

“Tell the vision to no one until the Son of 

Man is risen from the dead.” 
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High School Edition 

WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1.  Do you remember 
who Moses is? Does 
his story have any-
thing in common 
with this one? (Hint: 
read Exodus 19.) 

2.  What does this sug-
gest about the cloud 
in today’s Gospel 
and the voice com-
ing from that cloud? 

3.  Why would the con-
nection between 
today’s Gospel’s 
cloud and the one 
that Moses encoun-
tered be important? 

4.  Read 4 Kingdoms 
2:9-12. What does 
this text tell you 
about Elijah? 

5. Why would today’s 
Gospel tell us that 
Elijah appeared and 
talked to Jesus? 
What 5. does this 
suggest about Jesus? 

6.  What is the Gospel 
saying about Jesus 
by telling us that He 
talked with Moses 
and Elijah and that a 
voice from a cloud 
spoke about Him? 

7.  Why would it be 
important to con-
nect Jesus to the 
Jewish past? 

8.  Can you think of any 
times in our services 
where we do this, 
describing Jesus or a 
saint, by connecting 
them to someone in 
the Old Testament? 
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