
Let Us Attend! is published by the Antiochian Orthodox Department of Christian Education (www.antiochian.org). If you  
would like information on our present programs and future initiatives, contact Mrs. Carole Buleza at aodce@antiochian.org.  
We gratefully acknowledge support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work of the Department.  
 

          Visit www.antiochian.org/LetUsAttend for free downloads related to this Gospel story:  
   mp3 audio, coloring sheet, script for readers’ theater, and handouts for preschool through 
   high school. Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/AODCE. 
 

B 

Pre-12 

One day, our Lord Jesus looked out at all the crowds who 

had come to see Him, hear Him preach, be healed by 

Him, and just be near Him. He looked at them with kind-

ness and felt sorry for them because He could see that 

they felt alone and that they were hurting, just like 

sheep who do not have a shepherd.  

So He called His twelve disciples together and gave them 

the ability to help the people. Now they could cast out 

bad spirits and  heal every sickness. These are the twelve 

apostles that He called for this work: Simon, who is also 

called Peter, and his brother Andrew; James and John, 

Zebedee’s sons; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 

Matthew (who was a tax collector); Alphaios’ son James; 

Thaddaios; Simon from Canaan; and Judas Iscariot (the 

one that betrayed Jesus).  

After talking with the apostles and giving them the 

power to help, Jesus sent them out. When He did, he 

told them not to go to the Gentiles or Samaritans, but 

instead to go to “the lost sheep of Israel” - the Jewish 

people who needed His help and love. As they went, Je-

sus told His apostles to preach that the Kingdom of 

Heaven is here, and to prove it by healing sick people, 

raising dead people back to life, cleansing lepers from 

their awful disease, and casting out demons. Before they 

left, Jesus reminded His apostles that God gave them 

everything as a gift, so they should pass it on, giving 

away their help to others.  
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JESUS INVITES DISCIPLES TO JOIN HIM 

June 30, 2019 
Matthew 9:36; 10:1-8 

Preschool Edition 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why did all the people come to Jesus? 
2. How did Jesus feel when he saw them? 
3. Jesus did not help the people by Himself. He asked his apostles to help Him. Can you remember any of the apostles’ 
names? 
4. Jesus gave His apostles power. What kind of power did He give to them? 
5. What did Jesus tell His apostles to preach about the Kingdom of Heaven: where is it? 
6. Do you think that seeing sick people healed, dead people coming back to life, lepers having beautifully healed skin again, 
and people free from bad demons would help the others to believe that the Kingdom of Heaven is here now? 
7. Did God ever heal you when you were sick? Take a minute to say thank you to God! 
8. Look for ways that you can help to pass on the gifts that God has given to you, just like the apostles were supposed to 
pass on what He gave to them! What gift has God given to you that you can share to help someone else, today? 
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Coloring Sheet 
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B 

Pre-12 

One day, our Lord Jesus looked out at all the crowds who had come to see 

Him, hear Him preach, be healed by Him, and just be near Him. He looked 

at them with kindness and felt sorry for them because He could see that 

they felt alone and that they were hurting, just like sheep who do not have 

a shepherd.  

So He called His twelve disciples together and gave them the ability to help 

the people. Now they could cast out bad spirits and  heal every sickness. 

These are the twelve apostles that He called for this work: Simon, who is 

also called Peter, and his brother Andrew; James and John, Zebedee’s sons; 

Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew (who was a tax collector); 

Alphaios’ son James; Thaddaios; Simon from Canaan; and Judas Iscariot (the 

one that betrayed Jesus).  

After talking with the apostles and giving them the power to help, Jesus 

sent them out. When He did, he told them not to go to the Gentiles or Sa-

maritans, but instead to go to “the lost sheep of Israel” - the Jewish people 

who needed His help and love. As they went, Jesus told His apostles to 

preach that the Kingdom of Heaven is here, and to prove it by healing sick 

people, raising dead people back to life, cleansing lepers from their awful 

disease, and casting out demons. Before they left, Jesus reminded His apos-

tles that God gave them everything as a gift, so they should pass it on, giving 

away their help to others.  

Icon courtesy of Iconographics (www.theologic.com) 

June 30, 2019 
Matthew 9:36; 10:1-8 

Grades K-2 Edition 

1. Why did all of the crowds gather where Jesus was? 

2. How did Jesus feel when he saw the crowds? 

3. Jesus did not help the people by Himself. Who did He ask to help Him? 

4. To whom did Jesus send His apostles, so that they could get the help that 

they needed? 

5. What did Jesus tell His apostles to preach as they went? What do you think 

that means? 

6. How did He want them to prove that the Kingdom of Heaven is here? 

7. The Kingdom of Heaven is here today, too. How does God prove that? Can 

you give any examples from your own life? 

8. The apostles were told to give help to others. What gift has God given to 

you that you can share with someone else, today? 

JESUS INVITES DISCIPLES TO HELP HIM 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
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Pre-12 

At that time, when Jesus saw the 

crowds, He had compassion for 

them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. And He called to Him His 

twelve disciples and gave them au-

thority over unclean spirits, to cast 

them out, and to heal every disease 

and every infirmity.  

The names of the twelve apostles 

are these: first, Simon, who is called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother; 

James the son of Zebedee, and John 

his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas and Matthew the tax collec-

tor; James the son of Alphaios, and 

Thaddaios; Simon the Cananaean; 

and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 

Him.  

JESUS INVITES DISCIPLES TO HELP OTHERS 

June 30, 2019 
Matthew 9:36; 10:1-8 

Grades 3-5 Edition 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. How did Jesus feel about the crowds that gathered to see Him? 

2. To what did Jesus compare the crowds? Do you think this was a good 

comparison? Why or why not? 

3. How did Jesus care for the crowds? Did He do it Himself, or did He 

choose to get some help? 

4. How do you feel about the group that Jesus chose to help the crowds? 

Would you have chosen them? Why or why not? 

5. What jobs did Jesus give to the twelve apostles? Where did He tell them 

to go and what exactly did He tell them to do? Do you think that these jobs 

help the crowds? How? 

6. Just like Jesus called the apostles to help the people of their time, He 

calls each of us to follow Him, and help the people around us, too. What jobs 

do you think He is asking you to do to help the “crowd” around you? 

7. Jesus reminded the apostles that they received help from God without 

paying any money, and that therefore they should help others without ex-

pecting pay (or honor or other worldly gain). What about you? Are you 

aware of the blessings God has given to you? Are you sharing them freely, as 

He instructed His disciples to do? 

These twelve Jesus sent out, charg-

ing them, “Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the 

Samaritans, but go rather to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel. And 

preach as you go, saying, ‘The king-

dom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, 

cast out demons. You received with-

out paying, give without pay.”  
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Pre-12 

Characters:  Narrator, Jesus 

 

Narrator: At that time, when Jesus saw the crowds, He 

had compassion for them, because they 

were harassed and helpless, like sheep with-

out a shepherd. And He called to Him His 

twelve disciples and gave them authority 

over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 

to heal every disease and every infirmity.  

 The names of the twelve apostles are these: 

first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 

his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and 

John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 

James the son of Alphaios, and Thaddaios; 

Simon the Cananaean; and Judas Iscariot, 

who betrayed Him.  

 These twelve Jesus sent out, charging them,  

Jesus: Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter 

no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And 

preach as you go, saying, “The kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” Heal the sick, raise the 

dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You 

received without paying, give without pay. 

JESUS INVITES DISCIPLES TO HELP OTHERS 

June 30, 2019 
Matthew 9:36; 10:1-8 

Readers’ Theatre 
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At that time, when Jesus 

saw the crowds, He had 

compassion for them, be-

cause they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. And 

He called to Him His 

twelve disciples and gave 

them authority over un-

clean spirits, to cast them 

out, and to heal every dis-

ease and every infirmity.  

The names of the twelve 

apostles are these: first, 

Simon, who is called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother; 

James the son of Zebedee, 

and John his brother; 

Philip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas and Matthew the 

tax collector; James the 

son of Alphaios, and Thad-

daios; Simon the Canan-

aean; and Judas Iscariot, 

who betrayed Him.  

These twelve Jesus sent 

out, charging them, “Go 

JESUS�INVITES�DISCIPLES�TO�HELP�OTHERS�

June 30, 2019 
Matthew 9:36; 10:1-8 
Middle School Edition 

WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1. How did Jesus react 

to all the people 

crowding to see 

Him? Did they drive 

Him crazy? How do 

you know? 

2. To what did Jesus 

compare the 

crowds of people? 

What do you think 

about His simile? 

Was it an appropri-

ate comparison? 

Why or why not? 

Did Jesus do any-

thing help the peo-

ple for whom He 

had compassion? If 

so, what did He do? 

3. Did Jesus do any-

thing help the peo-

ple for whom He 

had compassion? If 

so, what did He do? 

4. Who did Jesus call 

to help him care for 

the crowds? 

5. What do you think 

about the group 

that Jesus chose to 

help the crowds? 

Would you have 

chosen them? Why 

or why not? 

6. Jesus called all sorts 

of people to be His 

apostles. He calls 

each of us to follow 

Him, too. Why do 

you think He calls so 

many different 

kinds of people to 

follow Him?       

nowhere among the Gen-

tiles, and enter no town of 

the Samaritans, but go 

rather to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel. And 

preach as you go, saying, 

‘The kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.’ Heal the sick, 

raise the dead, cleanse 

lepers, cast out demons. 

You received without pay-

ing, give without pay.”  
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Pre-12 

At that time, when Jesus saw the crowds, 

He had compassion for them, because 

they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. And He called 

to Him His twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast 

them out, and to heal every disease and 

every infirmity.  

The names of the twelve apostles are 

these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother; James the son of 

Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and 

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the 

tax collector; James the son of Alphaios, 

and Thaddaios; Simon the Cananaean; 

and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.  

These twelve Jesus sent out, charging 

them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, 

and enter no town of the Samaritans, but 

go rather to the lost sheep of the house 

of Israel. And preach as you go, saying, 

‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, 

cast out demons. You received without 

paying, give without pay.”  

JESUS�INVITES�DISCIPLES�TO�HELP�OTHERS�

June 30, 2019 
Matthew 9:36; 10:1-8 

High School Edition 

WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK?�

1. How did Jesus react 
to all the people 
crowding to see 
Him? Did they drive 
Him crazy? How do 
you know? How 
would you react if 
everywhere you 
went, there were 
crowds who wanted 
your attention, 
healing, and love 

2. What would you do 
if such a crowd 
were surrounding 
you? Would you 
help them, and if 
so, how? Did Jesus 
do anything help 
the people for 
whom He had com-
passion? What did 
He do? 

3. What do you think 
about the group 
that Jesus chose to 
help the crowds? 
Would these guys 
have been your A-
list? Would you 
have chosen them? 
Why or why not? 

4. Take a look at the 
job description that 
Jesus gave to the 
twelve apostles: 
where He told them 
to go and what He 
told them to do. 
Will those jobs that 
He assigned to the 
apostles actually 
help the “harassed 
and helpless” 
“sheep without a 
shepherd” that he 
saw in the crowds? 
How do you know? 
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