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Administering

the Ministry

editor’s letter

The article on the diaconate by
Metropolitan SABA printed in this
month’s WORD is challenging and excit-
ing. He offers the ministry of the dia-
conate as an example or approach to min-
istry that could multiply the witness of the
Church exponentially. Rather than limit-
ing the roles of deacons and ministers to
permanent and prescribed roles, he
speaks in terms of offering very specific
ministries to the church members who
are best prepared to execute them. Such
would empower ministry without burden-
ing the servers. People could be empow-
ered to visit the sick, support the aged,
check in on those who are grieving, keep
the churches clean and operating, and so
on. This is really not very different from
the “Parish Ministry Team” concept pro-
posed not too very long ago by the
Fellowship of Saint John the Divine. 

Bishop THOMAS often exhorts his cler-
gy to challenge the faithful to do more. He
calls the faithful to serve and to lead. He

seems to understand that if we can suc-
cessfully administer the ministry of our
parishioners with love and patience, we
can have more ministry in the parish.
Somehow, the priest needs to do less in
some ways in order to get more done in
the parish.  I have personally had trouble
enacting this concept.  If I ask someone to
do something that would take me an hour,
and I have to work two hours answering
questions and preparing things for this
job to be done, I will lose an hour, and
would rather do it myself. But perhaps
next time, this job can be accomplished
with less effort on my part, and then I can
initiate even more ministry. Not to men-
tion the gifts and offerings of those whom
I recruit, and the gifts and efforts of those
whom I recruited who recruit! This
approach to ministry also allows others to
share more directly in Christ’s own min-
istry and priesthood.

Metropolitan SABA writes that, unless
we allow the Holy Spirit to multiply the
gifts and services of the Church, we will
effectively “lock God up” in the Church
building. This is a bold and provocative
statement, which I certainly embrace.
Imagine what effect empowering the min-
istries of our faithful would have on our
communities. 

I’m inspired to give the ministry team
concept another shot in my parish. I will
follow the advice and example of my
 bishop in administering the ministry in
the Church, and not hoarding all the work
for myself.    

by Father John Abdalah  
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Holy Image ✝ Hallowed Ground 

At the end of last year, the United States was
given the most exquisite gift through the efforts of
a few dedicated people. From November 14, 2006
to March 4, 2007, “Icons from Sinai,” an exhibition
containing fifty-three religious Orthodox items,
was on loan from St. Catherine Monastery on Mt.
Sinai in Egypt to the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los
Angeles, California. The exhibit, consisting mostly
of ancient, priceless icons, illuminated scripture,
vestments and metal objects, traveled to the United
States with a host of monks sent to care for the
antiquities. Through the generosity and love of my
uncle and aunt, Albert and Carol Kinan of Yorba
Linda, California, I traveled to Los Angeles to see
this once-in-a-lifetime exhibition for myself.

I believe that there may never have been a
more important icon show ever on exhibit in the
United States. Indeed, the Getty itself had no idea
what it was in for and how important this show
would be. People from all over the world and from
every religion descended upon the museum in
droves, waiting hours in line to be jostled about by
the same crowd inside the gallery, just to see these
icons. With the show ending within a few days of
my visit, I was unable to buy a program book to
take home with me, instead having to settle for a
pre-payment, with the book to arrive in the mail a
month later. When I questioned the clerk about
this lack of souvenirs, he informed me that, being
thoroughly unprepared for the type of response

All of us who love to honor the martyrs, let us form a great choir and praise the

most wise Catherine, for she preached Christ and trampled the serpent, despising

the art of orators.

—Kontakion of St. Catherine of Sinai

The Holy Monastery of Saint Catherine, Sinai, Egypt

Saint Catherine of Sinai
by Mark Kinan 
www.icxcicons.com

Icons
SINAIF R O M
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Looking at that icon
made me feel unwor-
thy to be in her very
presence, as this is a
woman who knew
what it was to give
everything for Christ.

the show received, this was the third time they had
to reprint the book. Naturally, I informed him that
Christianity would always be popular and that
they’d certainly know better for next time.

Pole banners adorned the city of Los Angeles
and led up to the museum, boasting images of Sts.
Macarius and Theodosia, among others. Once
inside the gates to the parking lot, a very graphi-
cally pleasing, billboard-size advertisement herald-
ed the very essence of this show, “Holy Image,
Hallowed Ground.” There, in gigantic proportion
to my own face, stood St. Theodosia, her dark eyes
staring out at me, her head wrapped in a black
nun’s habit, her gold martyr’s cross calling me to
service in Christ, her out-turned hand imploring
me to pray with her. Though the original icon
stands only 10 inches by 13 inches, this enlarge-
ment of her was powerful, measuring at least fif-
teen feet high. Her face was stoically and expertly
painted over 800 years ago in the classic
Byzantine style, with an elongated nose, soft lips
and eyes that engage your own, seeming to follow

your every move in such a way that only a nun can
master. The light emanated from the saint, rather
than from an outside source. The brush strokes
were perfectly guided by the Holy Spirit, the gold
background powerful and simplistic in its ancient
form. Her clothes of the deepest black frame a
mighty contrast against that gold, calling attention
to the light of her face and hands.

Looking at that icon made me feel unworthy to
be in her very presence, as this is a woman who
knew what it was to give everything for Christ.
When I later found out that St. Theodosia indeed
carries that martyr’s cross because she died in the
year 717, when an imperial guard plunged a ram’s
horn through her throat, it made me wonder how
many of us would be willing to die for Christ in
such a way. But, during my journey through icons,
the more I find out about the stories of saints,
 particularly martyrs, the more I try to prepare
myself for the same fate, should that day ever
come. At the very least, these stories make for
inspirational lessons.

Creator Unknown
Saint Theodosia, Early thirteenth century,
Constantinople
Tempera and gold on panel
Photography by Bruce M. White, 2005
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The Getty Museum
stands atop a hill over-
looking the ocean, the
city, the hillside homes
famous in Los Angeles,
and is the perfect stone
and glass showcase for
this display. Never
before had such a large
amount of Mt. Sinai
icons come from the
Monastery of St.
Catherine in Egypt (or
more formally, The
Sacred and Imperial
Mon astery of the God-
Trodden Mount Sinai)
to this country. The idea
for this show came from
the curators of the
Getty Museum and was
allowed to exist through
the grace of God and
the permission of Arch -
bishop Damianos of
Sinai, so to them, this
country owes a true
debt of  gratitude.

Upon entering the
show, I was taken aback
by the very famous icon
of St. Peter the Apostle,
one of several encaustic
(pigment in wax) icons
in a series of Sinai
icons. There he was,
likely the most famous icon of St. Peter, over fif-
teen hundred years old, right in front of me. As an
iconographer, I could never have asked for a
greater gift. The icon of St. Peter has suffered
some damage over the years, but his message is
no less powerful, his eye no less bright. He practi-
cally shimmered as I greeted him with wonder, and
I noted that he looked as alive now as he must
have when he roamed the world preaching the
Gospel. He seemed as approachable to me as my
own father, and I felt that I could visit with him for
hours. But there was so much to be seen, so many
gems to be revealed, and so very many people in
this small room. I pulled myself away, only to find

a very familiar story
at the next turn.

Last year, I taught
an icon class in con-
junction with a bien-
nial icon show in
Pitts burgh. For this
class, I chose the
icon of The Holy
Napkin, or Face
Made Without
Hands. The short-
ened version of this
story is that King
Abgar of Edessa,
who suffered from
leprosy, sent his mes-
senger, Ananias, to
Christ for healing by
way of a portrait that
Ananias was to paint
of the Savior. In -
stead, Christ pressed
a towel to His face,
leaving an imprint of
His image, which
healed Abgar. Having
never before seen an
icon commemorating
this event, I was in
awe of the small icon
of the Presentation
of the Mandylion to
King Abgar.

My eye was
caught then by an

icon of the Mother of God in which the Christ
Child appears to be blessing Mary herself, rather
than us. Upon closer inspection, my great joy was
aroused by the tiny squares as I realized that this
is a mosaic, made not by paint but by pieces of
glass and ceramic, painstakingly cut, sorted and
assembled according to subtle shades of color that
seam flawlessly together when viewed at a short
distance. Truly, one cannot imagine such a work of
art being created if not through the prayers of the
Holy Spirit. I could only shake my head and com-
pose myself enough to blurt out a short prayer.

Other rare icons included one of the Three
Hebrews in the Fiery Furnace, with Daniel in

There he was, 
likely the most
famous icon of 
St. Peter, over 

fifteen hundred 
years old, right 
in front of me. 

As an iconographer, 
I could never 

have asked for a
greater gift.

Creator Unknown
Saint Peter the Apostle, 6th century
Encaustic on panel
The Holy Monastery of Saint Catherine, Mount Sinai, Egypt
Photography by Bruce M. White, 2005
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the Lions’ Den,
painted along the
side. Encom -
passed in this
icon is one of the
most important
roles of an icon
— as a story-
telling tool that
transcends lan-
guage. The Arch -
angel Michael,
arms out-
stretched, pro-
tected the Three
Holy Children
from the fire that
rages, seemingly
behind them, as
King Nebuchad -
nez zar looks on
from the right
border of the
icon. Beneath
him are two
guards who look
on in amazement.
Below the three
children in the
fiery room are
bodies of other
victims of the
fire, in agony and
being consumed
by the flames, in
powerful contrast
to the three above. On the left border of the icon
is the Prophet Daniel, standing in a cave atop
three lions. Daniel is likely included because of his
relevance to the story of the Three Holy Children,
but also because he shares the same feast day with
them.

Time, as with space and language, is also tran-
scended in icons, as Daniel’s persecution is shown
at the same time alongside the Three Holy
Children in the furnace. As with the Nativity icon,
and icons of the lives of Sts. George and Nicholas,
another such example revealed itself to my
delighted eyes.

This particularly striking icon of the Annun -

ciation is high -
lighted along the
back wall of the
room. Having
heard from my
young cousins
who had seen the
show in the
weeks previous, I
was prepared for
this remarkable
icon.

“Be sure to
look in the light
to see the baby
Jesus in Mary’s
stomach,” my
cousins had told
me.

Sure enough,
when one follows
the golden ray of
the Holy Spirit
from Heaven to
Mary’s breast,
while viewed
from an angle
and in the proper
light, a faint
vision of the
Christ Child
inside the womb
appears to the
viewer’s eye, her
finger touching
His small head.

Nearby was a set of icons that act as a church
calendar, portraying saints in very miniscule fig-
ures, both by month and by year. As an iconogra-
pher, my mind was boggled by the spiritual dedi-
cation it takes to complete such a project. Surely,
the yearly calendar contains well over one thou-
sand individual saints and feasts, each appearing
no more than two inches tall, in full figure.

Midway through the exhibit, in a room
ensconced with holy men such as Elijah, Sts. Basil
the Great and John Chrysostom, I came upon an
icon that I had encountered years before, in per-
son, while at a much smaller exhibit in New York
City. I smiled as if I were seeing an old friend.

Creator Unknown
Saint Macarius and a Cherub, 13th century, Culture: Byzantine
Tempera and gold on wood
The Holy Monastery of Saint Catherine, Mt. Sinai, Egypt
Photography by Bruce M. White, 2005
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There stood Moses as a young man, removing his
sandals as instructed by God, in front of a fiery
bush. Moses looks very concerned and confused,
as I assume any of us would be as we stood in front
of a bush of fire that commanded us to remove our
shoes. But he willingly complied and, in the next
icon, he is rewarded for his faith as he receives the
Lord’s Commandments.

Passing several inspiring examples of scrip-
ture, metal work and vestments, my attention was
commanded by what was the most moving icon of
this show for me, personally. Standing 40 inches
tall and over two feet wide was an icon of Christ,
part of a deesis which includes His mother and St.
John the Baptist, who stand on either side of him,

interceding on our behalf. It is impossible to catch
His gaze, as he looks directly toward His mother,
yet it did not stop me from trying. Standing in
front of this icon that I’d never seen or known
before, I was moved to prayers and tears.
Everyone else in the room disappeared from my
awareness, and for the first time in my life I stood
before my Savior, alone and without pretense, and
prayed my own prayer without pause or thought.
Protected behind glass, His hand was inaccessible
to my lips, though it reaches through all time to
bless me in His name. IC XC. Reflecting on the res-
olute blessings of the Trinity that could guide an
iconographer’s hand in the early 1200’s to speak
so strongly to me about Christ nearly 800 years

Creator Unknown
Mosaic Icon of the Virgin Hodegetria
Late twelfth/early thirteenth century
Glass and ceramic tesserae on panel
The Holy Monastery of Saint Catherine, Mount Sinai, Egypt
Photography by Bruce M. White, 2005

Creator Unknown
Moses Removing His Sandals before the Burning Bush
Early 13th century, Culture: Byzantine
Tempera and metal leaf over textile on panel
The Holy Monastery of Saint Catherine, Mount Sinai, Egypt
Photography by Bruce M. White, 2005
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later and from across the world, it occurred to me
then that the entire idea behind this whole thing is
for us to strive to realize Christ’s love for us in a
way that is truly impossible for us to realize fully.
Standing in front of this icon of the Messiah, sur-
rounded by saints who had given their lives for
Him, for their own salvation and to guide each one
of us, was truly the apex of my Christian life thus far.

A much-needed emotional break came next in
the way of a short film about St. Catherine’s
Monastery and Mt. Sinai itself. It turns out that the
very site of the burning bush that Moses saw in the
Old Testament remains within the monastery walls
today. During the persecution of icons, as dictated
by the Emperor Leo III in the 700s, St. Catherine’s
Monastery and its icons remained untouched,
partly because of its remote location and partly
because Mt. Sinai is revered by Jews, Muslims and
Christians alike because of its Old Testament
roles.

Being mentally rested, it was time to become
immersed once again in this experience that
should literally take days to view properly.

Immediately after the film describing the ways
of the monks at Sinai, I was stopped by a couple
of small icons describing the life of the monk,
which pictured monks at every turn, busy as a
colony of ants, working together, eating together,
praying, dwelling, greeting the archbishop, visit-
ing the mountains of Moses and St. Catherine. One
of the icons was split in two, presumably because
of the desert climate which can be devastating to
wood, and was pieced together, the gaps filled in
by wax.

Many of the icons have felt the wrath of the
desert climate, as had the icon of St. Macarius,
being led by an angel to the site where his
monastery was to be founded. This icon, when
viewed from the top, makes nearly a semi-circle.
However, considering that it dates from the thir-
teenth century, it is a blessing that we still have it
at all.

I have grown up seeing these very icons in
books and photographs, as well as in copies by
other iconographers. But to see the real, original
icons that were used as the prototypes for all oth-
ers was truly exciting and spiritually fulfilling to
me as an iconographer and as an Orthodox
Christian. However, among all the icons I had yet
seen, I had been waiting for the one I saw next,

which as possibly the most historically important
to me. St. John Climacus is famous for his essay,
The Heavenly Ladder, which describes the
process of achieving spiritual salvation in thirty
steps. This twelfth-century icon, The Heavenly
Ladder of St. John Climacus, turns the essence
of St. John Climacus’ writings into a visual picture.
Dividing the icon diagonally from top to bottom is
a ladder with thirty rungs, describing the path to
Heaven. At the top of the ladder is Heaven, with
Christ welcoming to Him, with outstretched arms,
those who are able to reach Him. The ladder is
packed with monks, all trying to ascend the ladder
to Christ. At the top of the ladder is St. John
Climacus, serving as the example of attained per-
fection, and being welcomed into Heaven by
Christ. Some of the other monks, however, do not
fare so well. There are demons with arrows, ham-

Creator Unknown
The Heavenly
Ladder of Saint
John Climacus
Late 12th century
Tempera and gold
on panel
The Holy
Monastery of Saint
Catherine, Mount
Sinai, Egypt
Photography by
Bruce M. White,
2005
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Christ from 
Grand Deesis
The Holy Monastery
of Saint Catherine,
Mount Sinai, Egypt
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mers and ropes pulling the monks from the ladder
of Heaven, leading those fallen monks through the
gaping black hole of the entrance into Hades.
Below the ladder, on the ground, is a group of
monks praying for the spiritual welfare of those on
the ladder. Those monks are mirrored by a group
of angels above praying for the same. This icon,
though simplistic at first glance, becomes very
complex in its message and is the perfect illustra-
tion of the reward at the end of the ladder. But if
monks who have dedicated their lives to nothing
but Christ can fall from that ladder, what chance
do we have? Luckily for us, the Christ who would
allow His monks to be carried into Hades is the
very same Christ who conquered Hades by His
own death and loosed the bonds of those who
were there, so that we may all have eternal life
with Him.

At the end of an afternoon that will live forev-
er in my memory, we left the museum full of spir-
ituality and the grace and love of God. Personally,
I believe this trip will make me a better iconogra-
pher and Christian, as I soaked in every detail like
a sponge. I have relived that gallery hundreds of
times in my mind and in stories. As I look at pic-
tures of these icons now, I am reminded that the
power of the icon comes not from the iconogra-
pher, but from the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
who is in all places and fills all things.

I’m just blessed to be a small part of it.

by Mark Kinan

Iconographer Mark Kinan is a  member of
St. George Cathedral, Pittsburgh, PA.

Host Hotel is 
The Embassy Suites

1-800-362-2779
(across from the Town 

Center Mall 
and St. George Cathedral)

St. George Orthodox 
Cathedral

Charleston, West Virginia
304-346-0106

www.stgeorgecharleston.org

SAVE THE DATE!
JULY 2-6, 2008

Join the 
parish of 

St. George Cathedral in 
Charleston, 

West Virginia 
as we 

celebrate 
our first 

Parish Life 
Conference 

as a 
Cathedral!
Eastern 
Dioceses 

Parish Life Conference 

Bishop ANTOUN thanks those who offered

prayers or sent him greetings and gifts on

the occasion of his name day, the feast of

St. Anthony on January 17, his birthday and

his anniversary.
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A teacher gave her class a “show and tell” assign-
ment to bring in something that represented each
child’s faith. The first boy got in front of the class and
said, “My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this
is the Star of David.” The second boy got in front of
the class and said, “My name is Michael. I am
Catholic and this is the Crucifix.” The third boy got
in front of the class and said, “My name is Jimmy. I
am Baptist, and this is a casserole.”

We are all guilty, to some degree, of having a sim-
ilar misconception about what our Church is repre-
sented by. As Orthodox, we tend to emphasize our
individual culture, traditions, and cuisine at the
expense of our common faith. For better or for
worse, the Church is seen by many Orthodox
Christians as their families’ last connection to the
cultures of their ancestors. It’s the only place where
their families can hear the language, eat the foods,
and celebrate the traditions that their forefathers
held dear. Our cultures are what make us so beauti-
fully unique. If, however, we choose to look past
these differences, we might begin to see the striking
similarities we share with other Orthodox Christians.

Case in point: Scientists recently completed a
research project in genetics wherein they sequenced
the entire human genome — all 3 billion base pairs.
Their most interesting finding was that all humans
are genetically 99.9% the same. Basically, every dif-
ference you see between me and another person is
encased in that one-tenth of a percent of our gene
code. If you think about it, that means that I am basi-
cally 99.9% the same as, say, Bishop Mark. Wow …
Doesn’t “Saidna” have a nice ring to it? All fun aside,
it’s much the same with our faith. We’re 99.9% the
same. That small difference between one and anoth-
er is the prefix: Greek, Russian, Antiochian,
Romanian, Serbian, Ukrainian, or Egyptian.

In the Nicene Creed, we say quite clearly, “And I
believe in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.”

A Universal Church established by the apostles of
Christ. Brothers and Sisters, can we truly say that the
Orthodox Church as it is today is universal? If the
writers of the Creed were to look upon us from
Heaven, would they see a united Church here on
earth, or simply many separated factions struggling
alone towards a common goal?

Our Archdiocese has experienced division in its
history. Saint Raphael Hawaweeny, the Bishop of
Brooklyn, was chosen as an auxiliary bishop to St.
Tikhon of Moscow in the Russian Orthodox Church,
and was given authority to care for the Arabic Ortho -
dox  Christians in America. Around 1915, however,
things began to change when Bishop Raphael passed
away, and the Bolshevik Revolution threw Russia and
the Russian Orthodox Church into chaos. Given the
situation of their patriarchate and the death of their
beloved bishop, the Orthodox Arab faithful chose to
come under the care of the Patriarchate of Antioch.
This decision caused a conflict which lasted some
twenty years. Many of the Arab Orthodox wanted to
stay loyal to Russia, the patriarchate that had found-
ed them and brought them Bishop Raphael. Others
favored loyalty to Antioch, the patriarchate of their
ancestors. Eventually, in 1936, Antiochian Orthodox
Christians in America were split between an archdio-
cese based in New York and another based in Toledo.
This separation lasted for another 39 years. The rift

Oratoric al  Festival

Judges’ Choice- 
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
David Kurian
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was finally healed in 1975 by Metropolitan MICHAEL
and Metropolitan PHILIP, with the signing of the
Articles of Reunification. We can only begin to imag-
ine what it took for such a historic happening to
come about. As the famous English pastor Robert
Chapman once said, “Humility is the secret of fellow-
ship, and pride the secret of division.” Yes, together-
ness takes humility.

So now, we all are united as one Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese. Is this enough?
What more can be done to unify all the Orthodox in
America? St. John Chrysostom answers these ques-
tions for us. He says, “Ye who have received one
Spirit, and have been made to drink at one fountain,
ought not to be divided in mind.” How true!! How can
we, who partake of the same Body and Blood in com-
munion — we, who have received one Spirit — how
can we be divided?

I think that we all can agree that the creation of
one, all-encompassing “American Orthodox Church”
would be a tremendous undertaking, one that would
take a number of years to complete, and one whose
repercussions would take generations to abate. Yet
we should not look at this ultimate goal as simply a
far-away, idealistic proposal. If we all take a step
back, we can come to the realization that we can
plant the seeds of unity right now. The actor Will
Smith once said that, “I do not have to build a perfect
wall today. I just have to lay a perfect brick.” If we
start by simply interacting with the other Orthodox
churches, we’ve laid a brick — we’ve started some-
thing. If our youth learn that the kids at Greek school
are just like the kids at Arabic school, that’s planting
a seed for unity.  All it takes is a deed to grow a for-
est. All it takes is a word to start a revolution. We just
need to lay one brick at a time, and soon enough,
we’ll have built the impossible.

So what exactly does the Bible say about unity?
Ephesians 4:4-6 reads: “There is one body, and one
spirit, even as you are called in one hope of your call-
ing; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all who is above all, and through all and in
you all.” There’s a reason St. Paul repeats the word
“one” seven times in that passage: he’s calling for us
to be one with God and with each other. A perfect
model for such oneness is the Holy Trinity. Three sep-
arate beings, one perfect God. This example is so fit-
ting because each Being, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, is a distinct entity, yet they are still one.
If we were to translate this to our situation here in
North America, we can all keep our culture and tra-
ditions intact — the things that make us unique —

yet still remain together as one in faith and doctrine.
Imagine a garden … It’s a garden sure enough,

but it only has one kind of plant: cucumbers. Where
you live, it may be different, but out in the country
where I live, a garden full of cucumbers would be the
new favorite nightclub for the neighborhood raccoon
convention. Still, when I envision a garden, I see
something like the Garden of Eden — full of flowers,
fruits, trees, and plants of every kind. It takes plants
of many kinds to make a wholesome, beautiful gar-
den, just as it takes people of many kinds to make a
wholesome, beautiful, and universal Church. Let’s
celebrate our differences — our languages, our tra-
ditions, and our pita breads … (Don’t listen to what
they told you — ours really is better …)

As a young man, leaving for college and begin-
ning my journey into adulthood, a united Orthodox
Church would give me even greater support as I face
the trials of life in the real world. A united Orthodox
Church would be a much stronger presence in our
country. Our collective voice would be heard more
clearly when we take a stand on the important moral
issues facing us. A united Church would expand our
friendships, broaden our perspectives, and fortify
our very faith. We can see the positive results of pan-
Orthodox unity in organizations like the International
Orthodox Christian Charities, the Orthodox Christian
Mission Center, and Project Mexico. These organiza-
tions combine the resources of Orthodox Christians
of every culture and have touched the lives of mil-
lions of people around the world. St. John
Chrysostom preached that we have to “acknowledge
the common bond” between us if we wish to achieve
unity. We’re all Orthodox Christians — that is the
common bond.

I’d like to leave you with a hymn to St. Raphael.
This hymn illustrates for us the range of Orthodox
cultures that St. Raphael’s life enveloped, and sheds
some light on our existence as Orthodox Christians
here in North America. It goes like this: “Arab by
birth, Greek by education, American by residence,
Russian at heart and Slav in soul, thou didst minister
to all, teaching the Orthodox in the New World to
proclaim with one voice: Alleluia.”

You see, St. Raphael himself laid the first brick;
we need to follow in his footsteps. Only then can we
build up the body of Christ until we all come to the
unity of the faith.

Thank you.

David Kurian, 19, is a member of St. George
Church, Cicero, IL.
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The Diaconate i

The diaconate, from its inception, has had a

clear and definite ministry.

With the increase in the number of the faithful, the apostles, after
Pentecost, found themselves involved in the application of faith with-
in the domain of the new gathering, especially in the field of evange-
lization and proclamation of the gospel, i.e., in teaching and preach-
ing. Because of the rapid growth of Church membership, the apostles
created a new ministry in order to alleviate the pressure of the grow-
ing Church; this new ministry provided some needed practical serv-
ices. In this regard we read in the Acts of the Apostles as follows:
“Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiply-
ing, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists,
because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. Then
the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, ‘It is not
desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables.
Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer
and to the ministry of the word.’ And the saying pleased the whole
multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy
Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, whom they set before the apostles;
and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. Then the word
of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith”
( Acts 6:1-7).

The religion of love was the content of the preaching of the apos-
tles. It expressed itself in the everyday economy of care to the new
members and their common bond for one another. The apostles dis-
tributed the contributions of the faithful over the needy widows and
established the agape tables during their religious gatherings. Since
those who embraced the new faith were from Jewish and Greek ori-
gins, a dispute took place, in which the apostles were accused of
neglecting the Greek widows in favor of the Jewish. This necessitat-
ed the need to create a new ministry that could efficiently take care
of this dispute. Thus, the office of the diaconate came into existence.

Deacon is a Syriac word; it literally means “the Servant.” This
ministry has been in the life of the Church from its inception until
today, though it has undergone an up and down scale of development.
The office of the diaconate reflects the growth and development of
the Church in the world; the establishment of the Holy Orders: bish-
op, priest and deacon, is known since the apostolic age, especially in
the area of the diaconate, where we read in the epistles of St. Paul
that there were both male deacons and female deaconesses, which
again means that the diaconate was a fundamental ministry in the
Church. With the establishment of churches everywhere, there was
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an increase in diverse services of teaching and prax-
is. We find deacons helping in liturgical services, in
the acts of charity, in the distribution of Eucharist to
the faithful and to the sick at home, in the area of
preaching and teaching, in helping the women, and
in the care of temples and in accompanying the epis-
copes. Historians reveal that the ministry of dea-
conesses remained a vital ministry until the 11th cen-
tury. Even though it suffered a setback because of the
change of circumstances which required the guard-
ing of women in the temples, deaconesses helped in
the anointing of the entire body during baptism, in
teaching women, and accompanying them when they
had an audience with the hierarch. The only service
that characterizes what we call an “evangelical dea-
con,” the deacon as is known today, is his role in
assisting the priest or the bishop in liturgical servic-
es and prayers, to such an extent, especially in our
Antiochian Patriarchate, that it has become a
preparatory step into the office of the priesthood.

During the years of captivity of the Church in the
areas of spiritual and social services, church life was
minimized in the area of worship as well, conse-
quently causing the disappearance of many phases of
ministry. The role of the deacons suffered to such an
extent that the sacraments and church rituals were cel-
ebrated by the priest with a chanter responding.

Today, with the sharp decrease in the number of
priests who are spiritually qualified to serve parishes,
and with the problem that parishes and dioceses are
unable to provide the basic cost of living, there is a
pastoral need for one priest to every hundred or two
hundred families; with the emergence of working
priests and the increase in various fields of special-
ization in the modern world, the faithful are turning
to their Church to help them meet the varieties of
challenges. Regardless of how intelligent the pastor
is, there is definitely a dire need today to revive the
role of the diaconate. We have begun to realize this
ministry, yet, in a sporadic way, without details. We
begin to see deacons assigned by their bishops to
certain limited works, attached to the pastors so they
can help distribute the gifts during Communion. Or
we may even see other lesser degrees, such as sub-
deacons, who read some petitions during the Divine
Liturgy; all such services have become ceremonial,
not spiritual, which means it is about time we con-
sider moving the diaconate from the context of the
church ritual into meeting Christ in His “brethren”
who are in the streets and on the roadways.

This need invites us to become aware of many
absent pastoral vocations and to seriously study the

solutions that are available, not rushing into doing
what we find convenient, but responding with piety
and purity according to the dictate of the Holy Spirit
today and now. The fact that the Holy Spirit once
inspired the early Church in responding to the chal-
lenges and called for the creation of the diaconate,
means that we can be prepared for the contemporary
challenges. The Holy Spirit, indeed, can work,  not in
a vacuum, but in human beings. Consequently, we
must seriously reflect together, so we may respond to
the ministries that are needed in today’s Church.

On the other hand, we must hear what the Holy
Spirit dictates to us in this regard and work together
to fulfill that task. There are many individuals in
every parish who are ready to join the diaconate in a
certain designated field of ministry without incurring
financial burden, and in many areas and diverse
fields in which faithful are in dire need; this can
become a reality with the revival of the office of the
diaconate.

• We can designate deacons for specific ministries
and invite them to dedicate their time to be pre-
pared for the challenge.

• We can invite many of our single women to use
their creative energy in order to serve the faith.

• The diaconate can lend an important ministry in
the field of teaching and Christian education, spiri-
tual evening gatherings and training our youth and
children, our families and senior citizens.

• We have indeed ignored tremendous potentials
that are wasted because of disorganization and
lack of economia.

• We can energize the faith and make them proactive
in the lives of the faithful of various age groups, by
inviting volunteers to safeguard this ecclesiastical
role.

• We can begin to see the role of the diaconate in
the light of the Contemporary Catholic Monastic
Orders or the married evangelical missionaries.

• Last but not least, we lock Christ in the temple
when we focus on providing deacons to simply
shorten the time which is spent during the
Communion lines, or to add formal prestige to the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy.

If we seek a live and active Church, we must
attempt to energize it with vitality and good action,
which are poured on us by the Holy Spirit.

by Metropolitan Saba (Esper)
Translated by Archpriest Joseph Antypas

Deacon is a Syriac
word; it literally
means “the
Servant.” This min-
istry has been in
the life of the
Church from its
inception until
today, though it has
undergone an up
and down scale of
development. 



From the Director’s Desk

Beloved Brothers and
Sisters,
As is the custom, our February
newsletter is reserved for a photo
essay on the Orthodox Institute
held at Antiochian Village. It was

a wonderful event, and we are once again grateful to the
Department’s Administrative Assistant, Rosemary
Shumski, for her hard work coordinating all aspects of
the planning. Our departmental staff again outdid them-
selves in presenting excellent courses on an important
theme. We are also grateful to Timm Wenger, who record-
ed the sessions and worked with Ancient Faith Radio to
make them available to a wide audience as podcasts.
These are still available at www.ancientfaithradio.org.
Please look for more photos on our website photo
gallery. 

I am hoping to begin a blog with bits of news, and my
thoughts on the quest for holiness. Check the website, if
this is of interest to you. Finally, may God grant you a
blessed and fruitful Great Fast, that your experience may
inspire those you teach.

Carole A. Buleza

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Training

“Thank You”

“Hello Kh. Linda,

I want to again thank you for the great weekend. We had
such a great two days that, halfway through the next
week, I was still getting calls about it.  Some teachers
jumped right in on Sunday and started using many ideas
which they took from the workshop. I will be requesting
from parish council to budget for this on a yearly basis.
Thank you again. Hind Haddad, Church School Director.”
Fr. Maximos Saikali is the pastor. 

St. George Parish, Cleveland, Hosts

Saints Nicholas and Barbara

Saints Nicholas and Barbara (portrayed by our teachers)
enthralled the children with stories of their lives. The chil-
dren then had their individual photos taken with the
saints. Later in the day, the children found a “bag of
gold” in their shoes, which were left in the vestibule.
They were also given a calendar for the month of
December to keep track of the days leading up to the
Nativity. It was a wonderful day. 

Submitted by Linda Simon, Church School Director. Fr.
Jean Ojaimi is the pastor.Mini 

SHARING THE FAITH

NEWS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Department of Christian Education newsletter is published in the months of September, December, February, and April. 

The office is staffed from 9:00-3:00 Monday through Wednesday. Phone (717) 747-5221. FAX (717) 747-5832. E-mail: DCE@anti-
ochian.org. Web page: www.antiochian.org/christianeducation

The Department gratefully acknowledges the on-going support of The Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the programs and
services we offer.
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Recipients of the Special Certificate in Orthodox Unity.

Recipients of the Basic Teacher Training Certificate.

Fr. Peter Gillquist gave two keynote addresses on Orthodox Unity.

Fr. George Alberts teaching, “Overview of Orthodox Unity.” Fr.
George explored the scriptural and canonical injunctions for
unity.

Kh. Anna Timko-Hughes teaching, “Unity on the Parish Level.”
The course sparked much sharing.

Orthodox I
Antiochian Village, No

Theme: Ortho

Certificate courses: Overview of Orthodox Unity, History of 



Please note: Next year the

Orthodox Institute will be

held October 30-November 2.

Robert Snyder presenting, “History of Unity in North America.”

Sandra Mitchell and Kh. Leslee Abud presenting “Bringing
Orthodox Churches Together.” There are many areas, such as
Houston, and Flint, Michigan, which have sponsored pan-
Orthodox events for years.

Church School Director (CSD)

Seminar: Basic

Curriculum and Resources for the CSD

Build Your Staff, Build Your Students

Overview of Orthodoxy

Introduction to Teaching

Curriculum and Resources

Overview of Orthodox Unity

History of Unity in North America

Unity on the Parish Level

Moral Issues Overview

Enriching the Classroom Experience

Utilizing Crafts

Bringing Orthodox Churches Together

Getting to Know Each Others’
Traditions

Icons and the Ecumenical Councils

Heresies: Yesterday and Today

East Meets West

Implementing the Creative Arts
Festival and

Using a Theme Throughout the Year    

“To Tithe Is to Share” 2007

Worship is interwoven with coursework and fellowship. Left: Akathist at the
gravesite of St. Raphael. Below: Fr. Elias Bitar during worship in the Chapel.

ox Institute
e, November 1-4, 2008

rthodox Unity

istory of Unity in North Amberica, and Unity at the Parish Level

Orthodox Institute 2007

Course Offerings
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Myra Kovalak and Joe Tershay teaching, “Curriculum and Resources
for the Church School Director.”

Joseph Tershay and Carole Buleza with four of the five women who
completed the coursework for Church School Director certificate.

Department of Christian Education

Diocesan Coordinators

Please contact the Diocesan Coordinators for updates on trainings and
other events in your region.

Charleston, Oakland, 
PA & the East; New
York and Washington
DC: 
V. Rev. George Alberts 
(203)798-1771 
frgeocar@sbcglobal.net

Toledo and the
Midwest:
Robert Snyder 
(330)493-4029
bobsny1107@aol.com

Los Angeles and the
West:
Joseph Tershay
(831)335-8350; joseph-
tershay@yahoo.com

Eagle River and the
Northwest: Linda Funk 
(306)934-1695
lfunk@shaw.ca

Ottawa and Upstate
New York:
Jacquelyn Fadel 
(716)282-8243
imretired604@yahoo.com

Wichita and Mid-
America:
Vasiliki Oldziey 
(512)459-6264
vas@austin.rr.com

Worcester and New
England: Anna Hughes
(978)686-3274
matannah@aol.com

Miami and the
Southeast:
Betty Randolph
(864)639-2204; betty -
randolph@bellsouth.net

Participants in the course, “Icons and the Ecumenical Councils,”
taught by Vasiliki Oldziey.

The course, “East Meets West,” which addressed the relationship of
the Western Rite with the Eastern Rite of the Orthodox Church, had
a high attendance.

Learning to make pysanky as part of the course, “Arts and Crafts for
Religious Education,” taught by Kristina Wenger.
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ORDAINED

AJALAT, Deacon George to the priesthood by
Bishop JOSEPH on December 2, 2007 at St.
Nicholas Cathedral, Los Angeles, where he is
attached.

FARHA, Isaac to the diaconate by Bishop BASIL
on December 22, 2007 and to the priesthood on
December 23, 2007 at St. George Cathedral in
Wichita, KS. Fr. Isaac will graduate from St.
Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in South
Canaan, PA in May, 2008.

ADOLPHSON, Ryan (Justin) to the diaconate by
Bishop MARK on December 2, 2007 at St. Nicholas
Church, Grand Rapids, MI, where he is attached.

MORTON, Dn. Daniel to the priesthood by Bishop
MARK at Holy Assumption Greek Orthodox

Church in St. Louis, MO. He is attached to All
Saints of North America Mission, Maryland
Heights, MO.

ABODEELY, Subdeacon Edmund to the diaconate
by Bishop MARK at St. George in Cedar Rapids,
IA, where he is attached.

ELEVATION

ROONEY, Priest James to the dignity of Archpriest
by Bishop BASIL on December 4, 2007 at St.
Benedict Church in Wichita Falls, TX.

BECK, Priest Andrew to the dignity of Archpriest
by Bishop JOSEPH on December 9, 2007 at SS.
Peter and Paul Church in Ben Lomond, CA.

Archdiocesan 

Office

daily devotions M A R C H ,  2 0 0 8  Very Rev. George Alberts

1. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:23-28;
LUKE 21:8-9, 25-27, 33-36

2. 1 CORINTHIANS 8:8-9:2;
MATTHEW 25:31-36

3. 3 JOHN 1:1-15; LUKE 19:29-40; 22:7-39
(fast)

4. JUDE 1:1-10; LUKE 22:38-42; 45-23:1
(fast)

5. JOEL 2:12-16; JOEL 3:12-21 (fast)
6. JUDE 1:11-25; LUKE 23:2-24, 44-56

(fast)
7. ZACHARIAH 8:7-17;

ZACHARIAH 8:18-23 (fast)
8. ROMANS 14:19-23; 16:25-27;

MATTHEW 6:1-13 (fast)
9. HEBREWS 12:1-10;

MATTHEW 6:14-21 (fast)
10. ISAIAH 1:1-20; GENESIS 1:1-13;

PROVERBS 1:1-20 (fast)

11. ISAIAH 1:19-2:4; GENESIS 1:14-23;
PROVERBS 1:20-33 (fast)

12. ISAIAH 2:3-11; GENESIS 1:24-2:3;
PROVERBS 2:1-22 (fast)

13. ISAIAH 2:11-21; GENESIS 2:4-19;
PROVERBS 3:1-18 (fast)

14. ISAIAH 3:1-15; GENESIS 2:20-3:20;
PROVERBS 3:19-24 (fast)

15. HEBREWS 1:1-12; MARK 2:23-3:5 (fast)
16. HEBREWS 11:24-26, 32-12:2;

JOHN 1:43-51 (fast)
17. ISAIAH 4:2-5:7; GENESIS 3:21-4:7;

PROVERBS 3:34-4:22 (fast)
18. ISAIAH 5:7-16; GENESIS 4:8-15;

PROVERBS 5:1-15 (fast)
19. ISAIAH 5:16-25; GENESIS 4:16-26;

PROVERBS 5:15-6:4 (fast)
20. ISAIAH 6:1-12; GENESIS 5:1-24;

PROVERBS 6:3-20 (fast)
21. ISAIAH 7:1-15; GENESIS 5:32-6:8;

PROVERBS 6:20-7:1 (fast)

22. HEBREWS 3:12-16; MARK 1:35-44
(fast)

23. HEBREWS 1:10-2:3; MARK 2:1-12 (fast)
24. ISAIAH 8:13-9:7; GENESIS 6:9-22;

PROVERBS 8:1-21 (fast)
25. HEBREWS 2:11-18; LUKE 1:24-39 (fast)

FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION
26. ISAIAH 10:12-20; GENESIS 7:6-9;

PROVERBS 9:12-18 (fast)
27. ISAIAH 11:10-12:2; GENESIS 7:11-8:3;

PROVERBS 10:1-22 (fast)
28. ISAIAH 13:2-13; GENESIS 8:4-22;

PROVERBS 10:31-11:12 (fast)
29. HEBREWS 10:32-38; MARK 2:14-17

(fast)
30. HEBREWS 4:14-5:6; MARK 8:34-9:1

(fast)
31. ISAIAH 14:24-32; GENESIS 8:21-9:7;

PROVERBS 11:19-12:6 (fast)

▲
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Donations to The WORD magazine

Dr. Raymond Rishwain 1,000
Louise Essey Zdilla 25*
S.A. Tweel Ltd. 50 
Aristides A. Thopoulos 20*
Elaine Jacobs 50*

In memory of Camille Khoury
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Allan 50*
Anis Saliba, M.D. 100*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Shammas 50*
Albert and Edna Nassra 40*
Catherine Kouri Massad 100*
Michael L. Mansour 100*
Nicola and Yasmin Haddad 25*
Gloria and Lawrence Haddad 25*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Castley 50*
Bob Myers 20*
Rimona Rantisi 50*

In memory of Matrek Rantisi
Salim and Jean Haddad 25*
Sandy Thomas and Family 25*
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel E. Newey 200
Nicola M. Antakli 600
Mary Pallas 15*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mansor 50*
Miriam Obeid 50*
George and Grace Ghareeb 50*
Angele Mamary 50*
Elias Ajami 25*
Nour M. Haddad 25*
Joseph A. Allen 20*
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Saleeby 25*
Sally E. Rihbany 100*
Ernest Sabb 25*
Nabil Freige 100*
Alex Corotas 25*
Francis P. Ellis 20*
Melanie A. Mochan 25*
Marge Kramer 25*
Adiba Ibrahim 25*
Dr. George Debbaneh 50*

Faud and Wanda Maloley 100*
In memory of our parents,
George & Mary Maloley

Parthena Hatch 50
Farid Fathi 6*
Walid K. Khalife 250
Salim F. Nehme 100*
George Hatab 25*
Arthur Abig 25*
Omar and Michele Maloof 250*
James E. Weaver 25*
Mr. James Rihbany 50*

*In response to the Christmas appeal

Archdiocesan 

Officecont’d

Most sincere thanks for the many
prayers and good wishes for my Name’s
Day on January 1st. The numerous
cards and calls, as well as the generous
contributions to the Diocese of Wichita
and Mid-America’s “Bishop Basil
Missions Endowment Fund” are all very
much appreciated. May you and your
families be blessed with the happiest of
New Years. With assurance of my con-
tinued love, prayers and blessings, I
remain

In Christ,

+BASIL
Bishop of Wichita and the Diocese of
Mid-America
Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America
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MEMORY ETERNAL! 

Pauline Maloof and Elinor Bourjaily 

In 1973, Metropolitan PHILIP decided to for-
malize the hard work and good deeds of the
women of the Archdiocese, and founded the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Women of North
America, which became known as “AOCWNA” or,
more recently, the “Antiochian Women.” The
choice of who would lead this new organization
was crucial to its success, and the Archbishop
chose well. Pauline Maloof, of St. Anthony’s
Church in Bergenfield, NJ, was appointed as the
first President of the Antiochian Women at the
Archdiocese Convention in Atlanta that year. She
was supported in this office by a strong slate of
officers, all from the Eastern Region of the
Archdiocese: Shamseh Dalack, Vice-president,
Nellie Mackoul, Treasurer, Jackie Shaker,
Corresponding Secretary, and Elaine Karram,
Recording Secretary. Fr. John Badeen consulted
on the formulation of a Constitution and By-laws,
and (then) Fr. Antoun Khouri advised and guided
the women with Metropolitan PHILIP. 

Led by Pauline, the women formed standing
committees and organized the diverse work of the
ladies’ organizations throughout the Archdiocese;
they laid the strong foundation on which the
Antiochian Women continues to build.
Professionally, Pauline worked for many years at
the United Nations. The diplomatic skills gleaned
from her work there must have come in handy as
she introduced the concept of AOCWNA to the
ladies’ societies in the parishes! Through these
early years, Pauline provided strong, organized
leadership. She represented the women of the
Archdiocese with a dynamism and dignity that
were uniquely hers.  

Pauline carried the Antiochian Women close to
her heart for the remainder of her life. She never
tired of receiving mailings and news of the work of   

the Antiochian Women. She
served as mentor and friend to
those of us who succeeded her
as President of the North
American Board, providing
guidance and support whenever
called upon to do so. It would
be fair to say that the success of
the Antiochian Women today is,
in no small way, built upon the
work of Pauline Maloof in those
early days. 

Pauline Maloof fell asleep in
the Lord on November 25,
2007, in New Jersey. May she
find rest in the Kingdom, and
may her memory be eternal. 

Sadly, our grief was multi-
plied with the news that our
beloved Elinor Bourjaily fell
asleep in the Lord on January 4,
2008, after an illness of several
months. Elinor served as
President of the North
American Board of the
Antiochian Women from 1991-
1993. During her Presidency,
Elinor traveled all over the
Archdiocese, supporting the
work of the Regional
Presidents, attending confer-
ences, and “putting a face on”
the work of the Antiochian
Women. She presided over the
celebration of the organiza-
tion’s twentieth anniversary in
1993. After her Presidency, Elinor continued to
serve the Women in many capacities, most notably
as Parliamentarian. 

Antiochian

Women
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As a member of St. Matthew Church in North
Royalton, OH, Elinor was active in the work of the
Midwest Region, and in other organizations of the
Archdiocese. She served on the Governing Council
of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch and, for
many years, produced The Order’s newsletter.
With all this involvement, however, she is probably
best known to the many staff, counselors and
campers she cared for at the Antiochian Village,
where she volunteered for two sessions every sum-
mer.  “Aunt Elinor” sold them snacks and sou-
venirs, listened to their problems, hugged them
when they were homesick. For many years, she
had been an elementary school teacher with the
Cleveland, OH schools, and this was clearly a con-
tinuation of that work. It was her special ministry
to serve everyone, and to make everyone feel
important. Elinor knew no strangers, only family
and friends. 

Elinor fought her illness gracefully and brave-
ly, inspiring and encouraging others to do the
same. May God grant her rest in His Kingdom, and
may her memory be eternal. 

The Antiochian Women owe a debt of gratitude
to these two pioneers, Pauline Maloof and Elinor
Bourjaily. We pray that God will grant their fami-
lies consolation, and will grant Pauline and Elinor
rest, where there is “neither suffering, nor sorrow,
nor sighing, but life everlasting.” 

by Joanne Abdalah 

St Vladimir’s Seminary Celebrates New Era 

and New Leadership

St. Vladimir’s Seminary celebrated the begin-
ning of a new era with a myriad of events on
September 14 and 15, 2007. The celebration
included two Hierarchical Divine Liturgies, a for-
mal installation ceremony, an academic sympo-
sium, two community-wide brunches, a reception,
two Vesper services, and a banquet. 

At the center was the installation of the semi-
nary’s new leadership, The Very Rev. Dr. Chad
Hatfield as Chancellor and The Rev. Dr. John Behr
as Dean. Both of the new leaders addressed the
community: Fr. John on Friday at the formal aca-
demic installation; Fr. Chad, on Saturday at the
banquet. The text of the Dean’s Address and
Chancellor’s Address can be read at
www.svots.edu. 

Installation

The formal academic installation and convoca-
tion began with a Moleben (Prayer of
Thanksgiving) in the seminary chapel afternoon
after the community enjoyed a lenten brunch.
Both the Chancellor and Dean were vested with
the crosses of their respective offices by His
Beatitude Metropolitan Herman of the OCA,
President of the seminary and Chairman of the
Board of Trustees. The Mayor of Yonkers Mr.
Philip A. Amicone, attended this event with sever-
al other city officials. The mayor commented on
the beauty of the Orthodox service and the chapel.   

Other hierarchs present for the installation
included His Eminence Seraphim, Archbishop of
Ottawa and Canada, His Grace Hilarion, Bishop of
Vienna and Austria of the Russian Orthodox
Church and head of the Representation of the
Russian Orthodox Church to the European
Institutions; His Grace Maxim, Bishop of the
Western American Diocese of the Serbian
Orthodox Church and Professor of the Theology
Faculty in the University of Belgrade; His Grace
Bishop Savas, Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese and classmate of Fr. John Behr’s at

ST.  VL ADI M I R’S

S E M I N ARY
Antiochian Women Cont’d

St. Vladimir’s
Faculty, Board

of Trustees
and visiting
clergy and

hierarchs with
His Beatitude
Metropolitan

Herman
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Oxford; and His Grace Tikhon, Bishop of
Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania and Rector
of St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary. 

The Moleben was immediately followed by the
installation ceremony in the Metropolitan Philip
Auditorium of the Rangos Building. The Very
Reverend Yaroslav Sudick, Rector of Holy Trinity
Church in Yonkers, member of the Board of
Education for the City of Yonkers, and member of
the Middle States Accrediting Association as well
as a distinguished professor of chemistry, served
as Master of Ceremonies.

During the convocation, Fr. John Behr deliv-
ered his inaugural address, which was full of vision
and substance, challenge and hope. At the end of
Fr. John’s speech, the room erupted in applause,
and the new dean stood three times in acknowl-
edgement of the approval he received. A reception
throughout the Rangos Building and in the adja-
cent Boich Courtyard followed, and the day con-
cluded with Great Vespers. 

Liturgical Celebrations

Both days began with a Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy in Three Hierarchs Chapel. On Friday to
celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross, His Beatitude Metropolitan Herman
presided with Archbishop Seraphim, Bishop
Hilarion and Bishop Maxim concelebrating. At
Saturday’s Liturgy, His Eminence Seraphim
presided, with Bishop Hilarion and Bishop Maxim
concelebrating.

During Friday’s Liturgy, the President of the
SVS Alumni Association, Fr. David Barr, preached
on the Cross as “the weapon of peace.”  Dn. Paul
Brian Rivers was ordained to the Holy Priesthood,
and seminarian Gregory Wassen was ordained to
the Holy Diaconate. The St. Basil Award for aca-
demic excellence and achievement was presented
to third-year student Dn. Paul Coats and to sec-
ond-year student Evan Freeman. 

Academic Symposium

The Challenges for Orthodox Theology and
Theological Education in the 21st Century was the
theme for a significant symposium held Saturday
afternoon. The symposium featured four distin-
guished and world-renown scholars: Bishop
Hilarion; Bishop Maxim; Fr. Andrew Louth,
Professor of Patristics and Byzantine Studies,
Durham University UK; and Fr. John McGuckin,
Professor of Late Antique & Byzantine Christian

History at Union Theological Seminary and
Professor of Byzantine Christianity at Columbia
University. A visiting theology professor from
Canada commented that the symposium’s interna-
tional panel reinforced St. Vladimir’s important role
in the world’s Orthodox theological community. 

Banquet

Following Great Vespers on Saturday evening,
a festive banquet in the great hall of Christ the
Saviour Greek Orthodox Church in Rye concluded
the two-day celebration of this new era in the life
of St Vladimir’s Seminary. The banquet was gener-
ously underwritten by many members of the
Board of Trustees and other benefactors, allowing
all students, spouses, staff, faculty, and friends of
the seminary to attend free of charge.
Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko, Dean Emeritus,
served as the Master of Ceremonies.  

At the banquet, Executive Chair Anne Glynn
Mackoul spoke expressing the board’s confidence
in the seminary’s new leadership. The Chancellor
and Dean presented her with a cross in recogni-
tion of the new role she has taken on for the good
of St Vladimir’s Seminary. Fr. Chad Hatfield gave
the keynote address where he repeated the phrase,
“Think of the possibilities!” With this rallying cry,
Fr. Chad challenged the audience to think of the
possibilities of what the seminary can yet accom-
plish, not being limited by the past while building
on its illustrious legacy.  Fr. Chad concluded by
drawing attention to the donation envelopes on
the tables and announcing that all the evening’s
gifts would be for the Fr. Thomas Hopko Alumni
Scholarship Fund. Final thanks and applause were
given to the immediate past dean and his wife, Fr.
John and Helen Erickson, for their effort and con-
tributions. 

Looking back over the event, Anne Glynn
Mackoul remarked, “Every element of this week-
end was marked by the profound sense that St.
Vladimir’s Seminary has embarked upon a signifi-
cant new chapter in its history.”

Rev. Dr. John
Behr, Dean, and
Very Rev. Dr.
Chad Hatfield,
Chancellor of 
St. Vladimir’s
Seminary
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DIOCESE OF OTTAWA,
EASTERN CANADA,  AND

UPSTATE N.Y.

His Grace Bishop Alexander
was invited to preside over the
Divine Liturgy at St. Elias
Cathedral on Sunday morning,
the 9th of December, 2007. The
church was full of believers, as
usual. His Excellency the
Ambassador of Lebanon; Mr.
Massoud Maalouf, and the con-
sul of Lebanon, Mr. Georges
Abou-zeid, were invited to
attend the liturgy and the lunch.

The Ottawa chapter and the
new Diocesan chair of the Order
of St. Ignatius of Antioch, Mr.
Dimitri Zeidan, invited all the
members of The Order in the
diocese to attend the Divine
Liturgy, followed by a lunch
offered by the local chapter. Five
new members were inducted to
The Order. After the Liturgy, the
Very Rev. Father Ghattas Hajal,
spiritual advisor of The Order,
invited all the guests and mem-
bers of the Order with their fam-
ilies, to a lunch at the church’s

hall. This event and many others
testify to the grace of God that
guides our Church into His
knowledge.

CROSSROAD AT HOLY
CROSS SEMINARY

It is rare to find true friends. I
do not mean a buddy to laugh
and sometimes cry with. No, I
refer to those special people who
truly and unerringly touch our
lives, who look at us, and see
more than we expect them to
find; those are treasures from
God. They see us for us, for God,
for what we can be, for what we
are. Sometimes there is an im -
mediate connection. More often,
however, this intimacy develops
as we slowly, cautiously, lower
our walls. We peek out from be -
hind our lonely barricades of
stereo types and prejudgments,
and lo, what do we see but a
friend, recognizable because, in
these blessed people, Christ
opens our eyes to reality. We see
Him in their movements, hear
His voice on their lips, and feel

His intimate presence through
theirs. How much more rare is it
to experience this in thirty-five
fellow Orthodox young adults
from across the country? How
beautiful it is when thirty-six
youths, minds open and ready to
receive God’s love and wisdom,
can be integrated to do exactly
that. “Behold how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!” (Psalm 33).

The summer of 2007 I was
privileged to be accepted into a
summer program hosted by
Hellenic College/Holy Cross
Seminary, aptly named
“Crossroad.” As one may gather,
I journeyed alongside thirty-five
other high school juniors and
seniors, not knowing exactly
what to expect. I do not think
any of us had a clue what we
were in for and, if we had, I
think I can very safely say, we
would not hesitate to participate
again as many times as possible.
The program itself, its goal, is
quite simple. It asks a rainbow
of American Orthodox youth,

Communities In Action
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“Who do you say that Christ is?
Will you drink the cup that He
drinks, be baptized in the waters
of His baptism? Will you take up

your cross daily and follow
Him?” After the questions, how-
ever, the faculty did not expect
an immediate answer from us.
That would be unfair. Instead,
they revealed to us the glory in
which we could partake if we
answer in the affirmative.

Very few high school gradu-
ates know exactly what they
want to do with the rest of their
lives. For us, this question haunts
us every waking moment,
through SAT’s, ACT’s, college
applications, tests, quizzes, etc.
It is difficult for us thus to see the
bigger picture. Over ten glorious
days, we learned what true life,
existence in and for Christ,
could, would, and should be. We
were exposed to the basics of
theology, philanthropy, mission-
ary life, Byzan tine chanting,
iconography, eccle siastical tailor-
ing, travel, adventure, love, God,
each other, true life. “But the
greatest of these is Love” (1
Corinthians 13:13). They opened
our eyes to love, to peace, to
God. Where I came to Crossroad

skeptical, judgmental, and jaded,
I left overwhelmed with hope,
joy, and love.

Over the ten days at

Crossroad, I realized that I want-
ed my answer to their query to
be “yes.” Even better, I recog-
nized that God, in His mercy,
gave me all the faculties to do
exactly that. To live in Christ’s
Glory is simple, really. All we
must do is reflect His goodness
to our neighbors, to ourselves, if
it be the case. It will not be easy.
Most of us have been told that
since we began walking. Yet, I
know now something I did not
know before. I have fellow mis-
sionaries. I can say, without a
shadow of doubt, that I not only
had the honor of meeting a
friend in each of my fellow
Crossroaders, I found that true
life is possible. Imagine this life,
this life with the angels, possi-
ble! All we have to live is, “Thy
will be done.”

by Cayce Kruse

Cayce Kruse attends St.
Barnabas Mission in Columbus,
OH while at college. Her home
parish is St. Raphael Mission in
Palm Springs, CA.

METROPOLITAN PHIL IP
IN THE NATION’ S

CAPITAL
CELEBRATING THE

CENTENNIAL OF
ST.  GEORGE,

WASHINGTON,  DC

St. Raphael visited Wash -
ington DC in 1899, four years
after arriving in the United
States. Quite possibly his visit
was for two reasons: first, to
visit the Embassy of Russia,
since the Czar was his sponsor;
and second, to contact a few
Orthodox Christians, immi-
grants from Ottoman Syria, who
lived in the city. Though Arab
Orthodox were known to have
held private Liturgies in 1908,
there would be no official
church until 1909, when St.
Raphael founded St. George of
Washington DC. This church
would be the 16th church found-
ed in the United States. It
remains today in its unique sta-
tus, the only Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Church in
the capital of the United States.

Since we know services were
held as early as 1908 in the liv-
ing room of George and Futeen
Hillow, services conducted by
Frs. Dumaney and Hajjar, the
centennial committee, with the
blessing of our priest, Fr. Joseph
Rahal, selected 2008 as our cen-
tennial year. Our new church
ballroom was the natural site for
the occasion. The weekend of
November 2-4, 2007 saw the
beginning of our one-year cele-
bration with the arrival of
Metropolitan Philip. Friday,
November 2nd, was chosen for
Family Night/Memory Lane.
Metropolitan Philip presided
over a buffet, our children’s cho-
rus, and a centennial cake bear-
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ing the likeness of St. George.
Throughout  the evening, a
Power Point projection showed
our early years, some photos in
the collection dating back 80
years. To the tune of “Happy
Birthday,” Sayedna cut the cake.
As everyone there knew, this
evening was simply anticipation
of more to come.

By Saturday evening, the
ballroom had been lavishly
arrayed. Metropolitan Philip
greeted our honored guests,  the
Ambassadors of Lebanon and
Syria and former Secretary of
Energy, Spencer Abraham.
Included among the diners were
living links to our past, former
priest, Fr. Louis Mahshie (1963-
1975), the two daughters of the

late Fr. John Nicholas (1947-
1963), a grand-daughter of
George and Futeen Hillow, and a
grand-daughter of our first full-
time priest, Fr. Ayoub Salloom
(1912-1936).

While the dinner guests
arrived and chatted, our hon-
ored guests gathered for a VIP
reception on the floor above.
Finally, it was time to begin. As
the dinner guests came to their
feet, the honored guests assem-
bled behind the Metropolitan,
entering the ballroom single file,
escorted by bagpipes and
drums. A hundred years in the
making, this was the moment to
remember.

During dinner, a Power Point
projection of archival photos
reminded us how far back we
went and how far we have come.
Implied was the burden of gov-
erning ourselves appropriately
for the next 100 years. Our suc-
cessors would look back on us
not because of a lavish banquet,
but for our Spirituality and con-
structive forethought.

In his remarks, Metropolitan
Philip was as down to earth as
always, and throughout the cele-
bration he was our focal point.

Lush and delectable as the
banquet was, we were better fed
the next day by the Hierarchical
Liturgy. The Metropolitan was
greeted at the Altar by Fr. Louis
Mahshie, Fr. John Stefero, Fr.
Theodor Daoud, and our Pastor,
Fr. Joseph Rahal. Magically, the
choir sounded better on this day
than at any other time. More
worshippers came than would
come on Palm Sunday. Each
moment surpassed the next. The
Metropolitan, who betokens the
Apostles, evoked our Traditions
and strengthened our faith. His
sermon on the rich man in tor-
ment seeking to quench his
thirst while the poor man rested
at the bosom of Abraham, illus-
trates how the temporal life is
subservient to divine eternity.

Coffee hour was time to say
goodbye. Metropolitan Philip,
long accustomed to such
moments, listened placidly to a
throng of well-wishers. Hovering
nearby, Fr. Joseph Rahal eased
His Eminence to the exit. 

For those of us who spent
months of anxiety in prepara-
tion, wanting each detail to be
the best, the whirlwind had
passed and left us breathless.

Metropolitan Philip at St. George, Washington, DC. The
newly-appointed Ambassador of Lebanon, Mr. Antoine
Chedid and his wife Nicole, are in the first pew.

Metropolitan Philip inducting new members in the Order. From L to R: Richard
Albinger, Bill Hausen, Nakhle Louh, Joseph Elias, and Tim Shadid.

Metropolitan
Philip blessing
our children.
From L to R:
Wafa Nasr (seat-
ed), Barbara
Walters, Marlyn
Awad, Andrew
Awad kissing
Sayedna’s hand,
Fr. Joseph Rahal,
Nicolette
Aftimos and
Mariam Said.
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ST.  MARY’ S  ANTIOCHIAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH OF
BROOKLYN,  NEW YORK

CELEBRATES 90TH
ANNIVERSARY

We at St. Mary’s Antiochian
Orthodox Church in Brooklyn,
New York celebrated the 90th
Anniversary of our founding
over the weekend of October 19,
20, and 21, 2007. Festivities
began on Friday evening, when
all the members and spouses of
St. Mary’s Parish Council and
the 90th Anniversary Committee
enjoyed a wonderful dinner with
our most beloved Father in
Christ, Metropolitan PHILIP, and
our equally beloved Archdeacon
Hans El Hayek, at Chadwick’s
Restaurant on Brooklyn’s Third
Avenue. This delightful start to
the weekend gave us all a
chance to meet and chat with
His Eminence in a relaxed and
unhurried atmosphere.

On Saturday morning, our
family celebration continued
with a morning-long event spon-
sored jointly by Denise
Alexander, President of St.
Mary’s P.T.O.; Daria Mayrose, St.
Mary’s Youth Director and Teen

SOYO Advisor; and
Janette Mellor, St.
Mary’s Church
School Director.

A talent show
opened that morn-
ing’s events, during
which Metropolitan
PHILIP was treated to
Nadine Khoury’s ren-
dition of “Ballade”
and “Pop Piano
Power” on the piano,
to Christopher
Mayrose’s recitation
of “The True Story of
the Three Little Pigs,”

to Connor Mayrose’s singing of
“When She Loves Me,” to a ren-
dition of “You Give Love a Bad
Name” with Samantha Alexander
on the saxophone and John
Alexander on the guitar (and
Johnny’s reluctance to play was
especially entertaining), to
Simone Zain’s song from “The
King and I,” to the hip hop agili-
ty of Diana and Christine Kiami
and Mary Beth Farkouh, who
danced to “Crank That,” to
Christina and Andrea Zrake’s
vocal rendition of “For Good”
from “Wicked,” and to the entire
Church School’s performance of
“The Great Church Robbery,”
which taught a lesson about the
power of prayer.

Metropolitan PHILIP was
delighted and enchanted by our
children’s performances, and, as
he usually does on such occa-
sions, he then initiated an open
question-and-answer session
with the children, who wanted to
know about His Eminence’s
favorite color, favorite song,
favorite animal, favorite sport,
and whether or not he was
divorced! After this invigorating
and heart-warming “Dialogue

with the Metropolitan,” the
morning’s activities ended with
a very satisfying lunch.

The celebration continued
on Saturday evening with a
sumptuous reception, banquet,
and dinner dance at Garguilo’s
Restaurant in Brooklyn’s world
famous Coney Island, two
blocks away from the equally
famous Nathan’s. After the
Invocation by Metropolitan
PHILIP, Dr. John D. Dalack, the
Master of Ceremonies for the
evening, acknowledged the pres-
ence of Very Rev. Elias S. Bitar,
Vicar General of the
Arhcdiocese, and Very Rev.
Joseph J. Allen, immediate past
North American Chaplain of the
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch,
as well as past and present mem-
bers of the Archdiocese Board of
Trustees, including Anne Glynn
Mackoul, Dr. Alan E. Matook,
Mr. George N. Nassor, and Mr.
Edward F. Assile. George and Ed
are past Chairmen of the Order
of St. Ignatius.

The evening’s Program
began with a Champagne Toast
by the Chairman of St. Mary’s
Parish Council, Dianna Russo,
who welcomed everyone who
had come from near and far to
attend. Mr. Edmund Nahas, Co-
Chairman of the 90th
Anniversary Committee, then
thanked all the members of the
Committee, especially Co-
Chairman, Mrs. Audrey Sahadi,
and Mr. Robert Sabbagh, Journal
Chairman, for their outstanding
work.

Very Rev. Paul W.S.
Schneirla, St. Mary’s Pastor
Emeritus, then presented a
heartwarming and humorous
review of some highlights from
his fifty plus years as Pastor of

Metropolitan Philip with Fr. Joseph during the
Great Entrance 



30 The Word

St. Mary’s. Very Rev. Michael
Ellias, St. Mary’s current Pastor,
then presented an overview of
St. Mary’s 90 years, reminding
everyone that St. Mary’s was the
original Antiochian Parish on
this continent and was served, in
all that time, by only five
Pastors: Rev. Fr. Seraphim
Nassar, who compiled the
Divine Prayers and Services
text, otherwise known as the
“Five Pounder”; Archimandrite
Agapios Golam, Very Rev.
Abdallah Khouri, Very Rev. Paul
W.S. Schneirla, and himself.

Fr. Michael then introduced
our Father-in-Christ, His
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP,
who shared his own fond memo-
ries of the close affiliation he has
had throughout his episcopacy
with St. Mary’s, with Fr. Paul,
and with Fr. Michael. His
Eminence also shared some of
the amusing Question and
Answer exchanges he has had
with children both at St. Mary’s
and elsewhere. At the conclusion
of this short but moving pro-
gram, dinner and dancing were
enjoyed by all.

The celebration was brought
to a grand conclusion on Sunday
when Metropolitan PHILIP offi-
ciated at a Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy. He was assisted by Very

Rev. Michael Ellias, Pastor of St.
Mary’s; Rev. Fr. Joel Gillam,
Pastor of St. George in New
Kensington, PA; Rev. Fr. David
Lewis, the Seminarian assigned
to St. Mary’s; and Archdeacon
Hans El Hayek. At the conclu-
sion of this inspiring service, His
Eminence had the pleasure of
“upgrading” the following St.
Mary’s parishioners whom he
had previously inducted into the
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch:
Audrey Sahadi and Victor M.
Samra, Jr. upgraded to Life
Member; Marian Russo and
Malakie Zogob, upgraded to
Dame Commander; and George
Trisciuzzi upgraded to Knight
Commander.

After Liturgy, a hearty break-
fast, hosted by Vickie and
Edmund Nahas and Audrey and
Charles Sahadi, the weekend’s
Co-Chairmen, was enjoyed by
everyone in St. Mary’s Couri
Hall.

EMILY FARHA DAY
MEMORY ETERNAL!

Within our lifetime we meet
many people, but those that
stand out in our minds the most
are the ones that live the true
meaning of Christianity, com-
passion, unconditional love for

family, friends, and especially for
God. On December 8, 2007 just
such a person fell asleep in the
Lord, Emily Farha Day of St.
George Orthodox Cathedral in
Wichita, Kansas.

Emily has given her life to
the Church, but most important-
ly to God. Emily was the choir
director for 15 years at St.
George Church. In the 60’s
through the 80’s Emily was a
vital force in the Archdiocese.
She was very active in NAC
SOYO, which is now known as
The Fellowship of St. John the
Divine, and in the Southwest
Region. She spent countless
hours helping build missions in
Dallas and New Orleans, which
were established as St.
Constantine and Helen in Dallas,
and St. Basil the Great in
Metarie, Louisiana. She was
instrumental in the Archdiocese
Credentialing process until it
went electronic. Emily received
the Antonian Silver Medal from
Metropolitan PHILIP. She loved
singing, being with people, and
worshipping with people from
all over the world. Every single
person was her friend and she
would do anything for them.

Emily was afflicted with
Huntingdon’s Disease, diag-
nosed in the early 1980’s, and
her body has deteriorated with
each passing year since. Her
body was completely taken over
in 2001, yet her attitude toward
life, her love for God and her
Church never wavered. She
never asked “Why me?” She
knew it was her cross to bear,
which she did proudly and with
dignity. Emily saw life through a
child’s innocence, trusted every-
one and saw only the good in
everything and everyone. Emily
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was giving and selfless and
reached out to anyone and
everyone. She is survived by
three children, Tom, Chuck and
Cyndi, seven grandchildren, 1
great-grandchild, two sisters,
Mrs. Brenda Farha and Mrs.
Marlene Kraker, and one broth-
er, John Farha.

We lost a true warrior. May
God rest her soul that she may
now have peace with no more
suffering, to be one with God.
May her memory be Eternal.

A SPECIAL WEEKEND OF
LOVE AND GRATITUDE

VIS IT  OF HIS  GRACE
BISHOP ANTOUN TO ST.

GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN
CHURCH,  LOWELL,  MA

The Parish Council of St.
George received a positive
response to their letter in
August, 2006 requesting His
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP
to have their pastor, Fr. Leonard
Faris, elevated to the Dignity of
Archimandrite. Sayidna gave the
Parish Council two dates that
were presently available. It just
so happened that one of the
weekends available from
Sayidna was on Fr. Leonard’s
birthday (10/28/07), which

made it appropriate to request
the weekend of October 26-28,
2007.

A committee was formed in
preparation for the next four-
teen months to cover details for
this gala event. This preparation
also included all parishioners to
oversee the coming weekend
events for the elevation of our
beloved pastor as
Archimandrite. The choir of St.
George began their weekly
rehearsals covering the Divine
Liturgy music, which would
inspire and become a memo-
rable celebration for Fr.
Leonard’s elevation as
Archimandrite.

Fr. Leonard, along with dedi-
cated parishioners, raised the
necessary funds to have the
entire church repainted and the
Iconostasis refurbished, to have
all the carpeting removed and
the beautiful hardwood floors
redone. The altar area, sacristy
and altar boys’ room were com-
pletely renovated and carpeting
was replaced with beautiful
mosaic tile. By summer’s end,
the church looked magnificent.
The parish was now anxiously
awaiting the arrival of our
beloved Metropolitan PHILIP for
this gala event.

As the weeks were drawing
to a close, the excitement was
felt by all the parish. After many
months of choir and altar boy
rehearsals, everyone was exhila-
rated. On October 26, His
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP
and Deacon Hans were to arrive
at the airport and be greeted by
Fr. Leonard on their arrival to St.
George in Lowell, MA.

What happened next was
unforeseen. On Thursday,
October 25, Fr. Leonard

received a phone call from
Sayidna’s secretary Kathy, stat-
ing that Sayidna PHILIP was ill
and would not be coming to
Lowell for Fr. Leonard’s eleva-
tion, but that Sayidna ANTOUN
was available and honored to be
Sayidna PHILIP’s replacement.
After the initial shock, Fr.
Leonard contacted the Parish
Council chairman regarding this
change. It would be Sayidna
ANTOUN’s first visit to Lowell,
and he was the Bishop who
ordained Fr. Leonard some
twelve years ago.

From the moment of Sayidna
ANTOUN’s arrival, we were
overjoyed with his presence dur-
ing the whole weekend. He
brought to us the greetings of
Sayidna PHILIP and Sayidna
PHILIP’s heartfelt regret that he
was unable to attend this special
event as planned for Fr.
Leonard’s elevation as
Archimandrite.

On Friday evening, the
Parish Council and their spouses
hosted a welcome dinner for
Sayidna ANTOUN at the beauti-
ful Stonehedge Inn in
Tyngsboro, MA where we also
accommodated Sayidna’s hotel
reservations. The evening was
wonderful with elegant food
served and vibrant conversation,
with a question-and-answer peri-
od dedicated to issues facing our
church here in Lowell and
throughout the Archdiocese.

On Saturday morning,
Sayidna was brought to the
church to meet with the Sunday
School children, their teachers
and their parents. He was totally
surprised with the number of
Sunday School children (over
40) and how each one had pre-
pared a special card for Sayidna.

Emily Farha Day



32 The Word

Each card had a picture of the
Sunday School child and a hand-
written note from the child to
Sayidna. He was delighted with
all the gifts he received. He then
presented the children with a
signed copy of a child’s prayer
book that had been autographed
by Sayidna PHILIP. The children
were thrilled with love and I’m
sure they will cherish this day
for many years.

The Teens of our parish also
had a special surprise for
Sayidna on Saturday morning.
They had decided, along with
their advisor, to present Sayidna
PHILIP with a check in the
amount of $500.00 to the
Antiochian Village in honor of
Sayidna PHILIP’s 40th
Anniversary as Metropolitan.
Sayidna ANTOUN  was very
moved by this presentation. He
told the Teens how much
Sayidna PHILIP will appreciate
this thoughtful gift.

After this very busy morning,
Sayidna came to see the newly
renovated rectory across the
street from St. George Church.
He could not believe how beauti-
ful the rectory looked. This ren-
ovation was done under the
leadership of Fr. Leonard and
Parish Chairman, Sharkey Skaff.

That evening, Great Vespers

was held with many area priests
in attendance. The seminarians
chanting with great voices
added inspiration to the service.
Following the Great Vesper serv-
ice, a Grand Banquet was held at
the Indian Ridge Country Club.
This banquet was attended by a
sell-out crowd of over two hun-
dred people. Many more people
would have attended but space
was limited. After a delicious
dinner, a short program was
held. The speakers included
State Senator Steve
Panagiotakos of Lowell, MA,
who spoke eloquently about Fr.
Leonard and his involvement in
the community. He ended by
presenting Fr. Leonard with a
Citation from the Massachusetts
Senate, a Citation from the
Governor’s Office and a
Proclamation from the City of
Lowell given by the Mayor of
Lowell. Fr. Leonard seemed
overwhelmed with this. Later in
the program, the Merrimack
Valley Council of Eastern
Orthodox Churches presented a
check in the amount of
$1,000.00 to the Antiochian
Village in honor of Fr. Leonard’s
elevation. Both Sayidna
ANTOUN and Fr. Leonard were
very humbled and honored by
this presentation. One last pres-
entation was made to Fr.
Leonard by Rev. Fr. Vartan
Kassabian, Pastor of St. Gregory
Apostolic Church, North
Andover, MA. This presentation
was on behalf of the Armenian
Apostolic Church and their love
and respect for Fr. Leonard. Fr.
Kassabian presented an
Armenian Pectoral Cross to Fr.
Leonard.

Last but certainly not least,
Sayidna ANTOUN spoke of Fr.

Leonard and how he has
touched the lives of so many
people in his twelve years of
priesthood. He said this is evi-
dent by the crowd of people
present here this evening who
came from Rhode Island,
Montreal, New Jersey and many
other parts of the Archdiocese to
pay tribute to this very humble
priest.

Finally, the evening ended
with Fr. Leonard thanking
Sayidna ANTOUN and his broth-
er clergy, representing not only
the Antiochian Archdiocese but
also the Greek Metropolis of
Boston, the Armenian Apostolic
Church and the Maronite
Catholic Church. At times,
Father was choked up with tears
of joy and gratitude for this out-
pouring of love and respect to
him.

Sunday, October 28, 2007
was finally here to celebrate the
elevation of Fr. Leonard to
Archimandrite. The Matins
Service was celebrated by Fr.
Leonard and chanted by all the
seminarians and the chanters of
St. George. It was a glorious
service. The Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy was celebrated by His
Grace Bishop ANTOUN, assisted
by Very Rev. Edward Hughes,
Pastor of St. George Church,
Lawrence, MA, Very Rev. Joseph
Purpura, Director of Youth
Ministry for the Archdiocese, Fr.
Leonard, Rev. Fr. Joseph
Longofono, Pastor of Sts. Peter
and Paul Church, Topeka, KS,
former classmate of Fr. Leonard.
The Divine Liturgy was magnifi-
cent and the choir was angelic.
Sayidna ANTOUN stated in his
remarks that he was awestruck
with how beautiful the choir
voices were. The Divine Liturgy

His Grace
Bishop ANTOUN
with the new
Archimandrite
Leonard Faris
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was celebrated with an overflow
of people in the church, the hall
and the vestibule. Sayidna and
Fr. Leonard were overwhelmed
by the attendance.

The great and special
moment arrived when Fr.
Leonard was presented to
Sayidna ANTOUN by his two
sponsors, Very Rev. Edward
Hughes, Dean of the New
England Region and Very Rev.
Dr. Cleopas Strongylis, Dean of
Holy Trinity Hellenic Orthodox
Church in Lowell. As Sayidna
placed the Pectoral Cross, hat
and veil on Fr. Leonard, the
parishioners and friends broke
out in a thunderous chorus of
“He is worthy! Axios! Mustahik!”

Immediately following the
Elevation Ceremony, Sayidna
ANTOUN inducted the following
into the Order of St. Ignatius:
Marwan Sabbouh, Knight,
Chakeep Sharkey Skaff, Knight,
and Fr. Leonard, upgraded to
Knight Commander. Sayidna
ANTOUN, on behalf of Sayidna
PHILIP, presented the Silver
Antonian Medal to Chakeep
Sharkey Skaff for his many years
of service to St. George Church.
Sharkey has served in every
capacity of the church and was
always there when needed.

Following the beautiful
Divine Liturgy and Elevation
Ceremony, a luncheon was held
at the Radisson Ball Room with
over 300 people in attendance.
It was a wonderful tribute to Fr.
Leonard, with many people
wishing to say “Congratulations”
and “Thank You” to a well-
deserving priest.

This whirlwind weekend
came to a close with Sayidna
ANTOUN leaving for the airport
and thanking Fr. Leonard and

the entire community of St.
George for a wonderful and
memorable weekend.

In Fr. Leonard’s words, “I
will never forget and forever be
grateful to Sayidna PHILIP, who
granted the Parish Council their
request, and to Sayidna
ANTOUN, who fulfilled their
request, and for all the love and
respect shown for me this week-
end by my beloved parents, fam-
ily, parishioners and friends.
May God bless you all with
health and happiness for many
years!”

The parishioners of St.
George, Lowell sincerely appre-
ciate all that Fr. Leonard brings
to our church and are delighted
that he has been elevated to this
most prestigious position of
Archimandrite!

God grant him many years!

ST.  MICHAEL CHURCH,
GREENSBURG,  PA AND
ST.  ELL IEN CHURCH,

BROWNSVILLE,  PA

It takes the best in each of us
to bring out the best in all of us.

Too often in today’s society,
we are confronted with news
stories of young adults and
teenagers in a negative light.
Our young adults are portrayed
as self-serving individuals, with
no respect or responsibility for
anyone other than themselves. It
is with great pride and pleasure
that I tell you of a group of teens
from St. Michael in Greensburg
who are anything but that!

On Sunday, September 2,
2007, St. Michael Teen SOYO
and their parents joined with the
parish of St. Ellien of
Brownsville, PA for the Sunday
Typica service. At the conclusion

of the service, David Waugaman,
President of the Teen SOYO,
served as spokesman for the
group. David, along with Josh
Blivens, explained that during
our beloved Deacon Larry
Whaley’s funeral, they engaged
in conversation with a member
of St. Ellien parish about the
church. They recalled fond
memories of visiting and wor-
shipping in Brownsville with
both V. Rev. Father George
Alberts and Deacon Larry when
they served St. Ellien. It was dur-
ing that conversation that the
boys decided they would like to
help St. Ellien parish.

Their idea then took on a
form, and a plan for a fundraiser
was developed. The members of
the Teen SOYO organization
held a carwash. August is a very
hot and humid month in our
area, and the children chose the
warmest and most humid day for
their event. Their efforts and
hard work produced an unbe-
lievable profit! A check was pre-
sented to St. Ellien for $600.00!

The parishes of St. Michael
and St. Ellien have much to be
proud of in this very dedicated
group of young adults.
Additionally, their parents have
much to be proud of for the role
their children assumed and initi-
ated. Certainly, our Antiochian
Orthodox Archdiocese has much
to be proud of as well. Our
future is brighter with the tal-
ents, compassion and faith of
these young men and women.
Aesop said, “No act of kindness
ever goes unnoticed.” St.
Michael Teen SOYO is noticed,
appreciated, and loved!
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ST.  JOHN THE
THEOLOGIAN MISS ION

RAPID CITY,  SOUTH
DAKOTA

As its first community out-
reach effort, members of St.
John the Theologian Mission,
Rapid City, South Dakota, pre-

pared food in their homes and
brought it to the local
Cornerstone Mission on October
30, where they served 120
evening meals. The Cornerstone
Mission serves as a shelter for
65 persons which  serves three
meals a day to residents and oth-
ers in need, and offers other
services free of charge. It is not
affiliated with any church. St.
John plans to continue provid-
ing home-cooked meals at the
Mission on a regular basis.

FROM SAINT GEORGE
ORTHODOX CHURCH,

NORWOOD, MA

The parish of Saint George
in Norwood has had two exciting
celebrations in as many months.
The pastor, Father Joseph
Kimmett, was elevated to arch-
priest, and a founding member
of the church, Frederick
Howard, received the Antonian
Silver Medal.

Father Joseph, pastor since
1995, was elevated to the digni-
ty of archpriest during the
Hierarchical Liturgy at the
Diocesan Parish Life Conference
on July 1st, 2007, by His Grace
Bishop ANTOUN. The cross for
the elevation was given by the
clergy of the Diocese, and many
of the parishioners joined
together to purchase a beautiful
new set of vestments for Father
Joseph. At the end of September,
a dinner was in held in Norwood
in Father’s honor. It was attend-
ed by the clergy of the Diocese,
Archdiocese Board members,
family, friends and parishioners.
The night began with prayers
and remarks from Father Nifon
Abraham, pastor of Saint
George for 42 years, and Father
Joseph’s immediate predeces-
sor. Among the gifts presented
by the various church organiza-
tions was an offering from the
Teens of Saint George, made in
Father Joe’s name, to the
International Orthodox
Christian Charities. The evening
concluded with a media show,
complete with photos from
Father’s life.

Just two weeks after the cel-
ebration dinner, another great
event took place at Saint
George, the 100th birthday of

Frederick Howard. Fred’s chil-
dren, grandchildren, extended
family and friends attended
Divine Liturgy together on
October 7th. Fred’s family was
among those responsible for the
founding of Saint George in the
early twentieth century. Fred, a
committed member of the parish
all his life, has been involved in
many charitable causes, includ-
ing Saint Jude’s Hospital for
Children. Fred was also a found-
ing member of the New England
Council of Churches, whose
work is devoted to the ministry
of serving Orthodox youth. At
the conclusion of the service,
Fred received gifts from the
Church School, Teens, Ladies,
Choir and the Parish Council, on
behalf of the whole congrega-
tion. The final presentation was
the awarding of the Antonian
Silver Medal; it was bestowed on
behalf of Metropolitan PHILIP
by Archdiocese Board of
Trustees member Anthony
Bashir (nephew of the late
Metropolitan Antony, in whose
honor the award was estab-
lished.) It was a memorable and
moving morning for everyone in
attendance. A luncheon was
then held in the Balch School
right across the street; Fred was
a member of the first class ever
to attend that school.

The parish of Saint George
has been truly blessed by these
events. Rather than patting
themselves on the back though,
for work well done,  they are
committed to moving forward
and fulfilling the work to which
they have been called.

Anthony Bashir
presents the
certificate for
the Antonian
Silver Medal to
Frederick
Howard of Saint
George,
Norwood, MA.
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Beirut, December 2007
Dear Archbishop Philip Saliba,

This is to inform you that we have relocated to one of the blocks of our new Riverside School on October 29, 2007. Thanks to generous
contributors such as you, we were able to have a dream come true, with the joy and happiness that has filled the children and with the envi-
ronmentally friendly atmosphere that surrounds our school.

Dearest friend of FISTA, from the staff members, parent committee, and children of FISTA we hereby approach you with this small note
from the heart, thanking you for your ongoing support and care, and wishing you and your parish a Merry Christmas filled with joy and hap-
piness, and a prosperous New Year ahead.

Hoping to see you soon next year, in order to have the honor together to have the opening of the Workshops in your name.
Kind Regards,

Dr. Wali Merhej,
President of FISTA

Diagnostic Center and Schools for
Exceptional Children

  December 24, 2007
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
c/o Most Rev. Philip
358 Mountain Road
Englewood, NJ 07631-3727
Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your generous $3,000 donation. Your love and support is a precious gift in our kids’ lives this holiday season.
To witness lonely street children transform into a loving, happy family on Christmas morning is an unforgettable experience, a real

Christmas miracle. A miracle that simply would not be possible without friends like you.
I am very, very grateful for how hard you try to keep Christmas love alive for the young people at Covenant House. To me, your love is a

sign that Christmas does live all year round … that God doesn’t forget these kids for even a single moment.
May you have a blessed Christmas. You and all your loved ones are in my prayers. Please keep us in your prayers as well.

Gratefully,
Sister Patricia A. Cruise, SC

President Covenant House, NY, NY

The People Speak …

Bishop Antoun elevates Father Joseph Kimmett to
archpriest on July 1st. Standing beside Father
Joseph are the Very Revs. Nifon Abraham and
Edward Hughes. V. Rev. Chad Hatfield, chancellor of
Saint Vladimir’s Seminary and friend of Father
Joseph’s, holds the Cross.
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In February, The American Heart Association
reminds us to take care of our hearts. What could
be better for our health than exercising God’s
command to take care of one another? A great
way to do that is to join The Order. With God as
our strength, there is no limit to what we can achieve.
Resolve to help your archdiocese, your parish, your
community and the world. Learn more about The
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Call 201-871-1355
or email: theorder@antiochian.org
or return this slip to:
The Order 
358 Mountain Road
Englewood, NJ 07631

February is American Heart Month.
Keep your heart healthy.

Join the Order of      St. Ignatius of Antioch


