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Dear Friends and Students of St. Athanasius Academy,

PENTECOST: THE GREAT COMMISSION

APOLYTIKION OF PENTECOST 

IN TONE EIGHT

Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, 

Who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise, 

Having sent upon them the Holy Spirit, 

And through them Thou hast fished the universe, 

O Lover of mankind, glory to Thee.   

After the Lords Ascension, His eleven disciples returned to Jerusalem as instructed. On

Pentecost, the Holy Spirit indwelt and sealed within these eleven disciples of Christ, His gift.

But what was this gift.  Perhaps Ezekiel 36:26-28 – Orthodox Study Bible – gives us a clue:

I shall give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; 

I shall take the heart of stone from your flesh, and give you a heart of flesh. 

I shall put My Spirit within you, 

and cause you to walk in My statutes and you will keep my judgements and do them. 

 At Pentecost, those remarkable disciples, being empowered by the gift of the Holy Spirit,

became the Apostles. The very ones called to carry the living water, Christ Himself, to all

the world. They thus fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah 14:8 – page 1051 of the Orthodox

Study Bible: 

And in that day, living water shall come forth out of Jerusalem, 

half of it toward the eastern sea and half toward the western sea. 

And with this, the meaning of Christ’s promise, found in John 7:37-38, is complete:

 "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture

has said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.'"  Now this He said about the

Spirit, which those who believed in Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been

given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

 



HELPING BRING THE WORD OF CHRIST TO NORTH AMERICA

We thank God for our Metropolitan Philip and his calling – his challenge – to St.

Athanasius Academy to help bring North America home to the Church Christ established

with His most precious Blood.  Please join in these efforts.  We need your financial help

now, as funds are becoming limited.  We have much to do and complete, but we need

your partnership, both in prayers and your financial gifts.

May we, through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, become like the inspired

Apostles and  help carry the Good News of His living water to all North America. These

are troubling times and all of us need His love and the Peace He offers.

 

GOSPEL OF JOHN :  TRILOGY I I – PART I .

 

This is our latest booklet. It’s primary focus in on the marriage at Canaan as

understood and explained primarily by St. John of Chrysostom.  There is much

spiritual guidance and insight to be gained, as we ourselves are called to become

as a bride of Christ, our Bridegroom.

These booklets are designed for the individual as well as for Bible study.  We use

easy to read pages, and each booklet has helpful endnotes.

May the joyful blessings of Pentecost be with you.

Sincerely,

St. Athanasius Academy


