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I wouldn’t have imagined myself using
Hollywood’s super heroes to illustrate anything
of importance, let alone God and His saints, that
is until I saw a presentation at the Antiochian
Village by our camp director, Fr. Anthony Yazge.
In a retreat for the Fellowship of St. John the
Divine, Fr. Anthony, armed with a DVD player
and movie clips of Superman, Spiderman and

other super
heroes,
brought us
to an expe-
rience of
the passion
of Christ.
Through
the movie
clips, Fr.
Anthony
brought the
Fellowship
members to
experience
betrayal,
steadfast-
ness and
resolution.
Through
the magic
of movie
land, we
saw the

world from the perspectives of the super heroes
and their loved ones. These actions figures have
much to say about a savior and devotion. They
have much to teach about being true and authen-
tic, in spite of not being real themselves. Fr.
Anthony skillfully used these images to call those
assembled to test their faith, and to dedicate
themselves more fully to Jesus Christ, the first

existing One. Fr. Anthony convinced me that we
can make and use tools and illustrations from
popular culture to communicate the eternal
truths that we Christians are called to deliver. 

I am quick to admit that cinema and tele-
vision have done much to pervert the images of
both God and man. This can also be said of
theater and print. In a free society, we would not
seek to control or compromise the artists’ means
of expressing their art. But we Orthodox
Christians can use these same media to commu-
nicate truth and call people to their Savior, Jesus
Christ. In Pittsburgh this year, we chrismated
several people who first learned of Orthodoxy
through the internet!  We have also taken advan-
tage of local cable community access to talk
about Orthodoxy and bring messages of Christ
and hope into homes of Orthodox and non-
Orthodox alike. We don’t have to keep Orthodoxy
a secret, we can take advantage of the opportuni-
ties that present themselves.

A weekly television show takes many people
to produce. It takes editors, directors, sound
people,  cameramen, set designers, producers,
time keepers, and even a make-up lady to dull the
shine on bald heads. Such an effort in Pittsburgh
brought together people from every jurisdiction
together. These folks didn’t even know each
other before being tapped for this effort. It has
been an opportunity that has brought growth in
the faith, to those who produce the show and to
those who watch it alike. 

I encourage the readers of The WORD to be
on the lookout for opportunities to use television,
radio, and cinema to share Jesus Christ with
those neighbors to whom we are called to
witness. There are many in TV, radio and movie
land that we have not yet met. They hear from
everyone else. Shouldn’t they hear from us?

editor’s letter

Super heroes can deliver.
by Father John Abdalah
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One of the first things that one notices
when visiting an Orthodox Church or the
home of an Orthodox Christian is the
image of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Everywhere that one looks, one sees
icons of the Blessed Virgin. Her icons are
on the iconostasis, ceiling and walls of the
Church and in the homes of the faithful.
Orthodox Christians frequently mention
her name in hymns and prayers and
request her intercession at every impor-
tant moment of their lives. The Orthodox
devotion to the Theotokos is not merely a
matter of popular piety. It is also an
expression of the central teaching of the
Orthodox Church, the doctrine of the
Incarnation of Christ.

Significantly, the Orthodox Church
has transmitted its teaching concerning
Mary through devotional and liturgical
texts rather than through theological
essays or dogmatic declarations. This
shows how Eastern Orthodox Christians
preserve and transmit their deepest-held
beliefs. Fr. John Meyendorff wrote:

Through the liturgy, a Byzantine
recognized and experienced his
membership in the Body of Christ.
While a Western Christian general-
ly checked his faith against eternal
authority (the magisterium or the
Bible), the Byzantine Christian
considered the liturgy both a
source and an expression of his
theology … The liturgy main-
tained the Church’s identity and
continuity in the midst of a chang-
ing world.1

Although Eastern Orthodox Christians
hold the Holy Scriptures in very high
regard and consider them divinely

inspired, they look beyond the sacred
texts to the totality of the life of the
Church as expressed in the Holy Tradition
of the Church. The words used during
prayer and worship are a very important
and also very personal manifestation of
this Holy Tradition. Alexander
Schmemann wrote, “In early times the
Church knew full well that the lex cre-
dendi (rule of faith) and the lex orandi
(rule of prayer) were inseparable and that
they mutually substantiated each other —
that, in the words of St. Irenaeus, ‘our
teaching is in harmony with the
Eucharist, and the Eucharist confirms our
teaching.’”2 Orthodox theologians do not
draw a sharp distinction between Holy
Scripture and Holy Tradition or between
written and unwritten Tradition. Instead,
they consider the teachings of the Holy
Scriptures and those expressed by the
prayers of the Church, the decisions of
the Ecumenical Councils, and the consen-
sus of ancient and modern theologians as
manifestations of the same Holy
Tradition. Orthodox Christians believe
that, throughout the centuries, the Holy
Spirit has led the Church to preserve the
teachings of Christ and His Apostles
through the life of the Church. St. Basil
the Great wrote:

Of the beliefs and practices
whether generally accepted or
publicly enjoined which are pre-
served in the Church some we
possess derived from written
teaching, others we have received
delivered to us ‘in a mystery’ by
the traditions of the apostles; and
both of these in relation to true
religion have the same force.3

The Holy Tradition and the 
Veneration of Mary and other Saints in
the Orthodox Church

Significantly, the Orthodox
Church has transmitted its
teaching concerning Mary
through devotional and liturgical
texts rather than through 
theological essays or dogmatic
declarations. 

by Very Reverend John Morris



The Word 5

The role of liturgy in transmitting
teachings concerning Mary illustrates
a very important aspect of the
Orthodox understanding of the
Church. Orthodox Christians believe
that the Church is first and foremost a
Eucharistic or worshipping assembly.
Alexander Schmemann wrote, “The

Eucharist, we repeat, is not ‘one of the
sacraments’ or one of the services, but
the very manifestation and fulfillment
of the Church in all her power, sancti-
ty and fullness.”4 Thus, from an
Orthodox point of view, liturgy and
worship are not just one expression of
the life of the Church to Orthodox.

They are the very essence of the
Church. To Orthodox Christians,
everything flows from the Eucharist
and the worship of the Church. Even
charitable and social works are a
means to manifest to the world the
presence of Christ that the faithful
experience during the Divine Liturgy.
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The place of liturgical texts in
expressing the teachings of the Church
concerning the Theotokos, illustrates the
Eastern Orthodox approach to theology.
Liturgical texts referring to the Theotokos
are poetic manifestations of devotion to
Mary, rather than rational treatises on the
Blessed Virgin. They are an expression of
the heart rather than the mind, because
Orthodox Christians believe that human
reason cannot comprehend or understand
the mysteries of God. Indeed, Orthodox
Christians believe that all true theology
must come from the mystical experience
of God through prayer and worship,
rather than through the intellectual con-
templation of God with the mind.

The first and fundamental meaning of
Mary for the Church is the relationship
between veneration of the Theotokos and
Orthodox doctrine. For Orthodox
Christians, there can be no Church with-
out Orthodox doctrine. In 1672, the
Synod of Jerusalem decreed, “We believe
to be members of the Catholic Church all
the Faithful, and only the Faithful, who,
forsooth, having received the blameless
Faith of the Saviour Christ from Christ
Himself, and the Apostles, and the Holy
Ecumenical Synods, adhere to the same
without wavering …”5 The Church is not a
society of thinkers and philosophers, but
is the Body of Christ dedicated to pro-
claiming the Gospel to the world. The
Church is not dedicated to finding new
knowledge about God, but instead is ded-
icated to preserving and transmitting the
knowledge of God given to us by Christ
and the Apostles. St. Irenaeus of Lyon
wrote, “For where the Church is, there is
the spirit of God; and where the Spirit of
God is, there is the Church, and every
kind of grace; but the Spirit is truth.”7

The veneration of Mary plays a major
role in the preservation of Orthodox doc-
trine, because the honor paid to her is an
expression of the Christology or doctrine
concerning Christ of the Church. Mary’s
most important title is “Theotokos,”
which means “God Bearer,” or “Birthgiver

of God.” This term, endorsed by the Third
Ecumenical Council, the Council of
Ephesus in 431, expresses the belief that
the son of the Virgin was God from the
very moment of his conception. This
eliminates such false teachings as
Adoptionism, which held that Christ was
a good man adopted by God to be his son,
and Nestorianism, which came close to
teaching that Christ was only an inspired
man. As St. John of Damascus wrote, “ …
she is truly Mother of God who gave birth
to the true God who took flesh from her
… For the holy Virgin did not give birth to
a mere man, but to true God and, not to
God simply, but to God made flesh.”8

Of all doctrines, the Incarnation is cen-
tral for Orthodox Christians. As Vladimir
Lossky has written, “Eastern theology
never thinks of the Church apart from
Christ and from the Holy Spirit.”9 As the
Holy Scriptures teach, “Christ is the head
of the Church.”10 The Church is the Body of
Christ.11 Thus, in order to understand what
the Church is, one must understand who
Christ is. Related to the doctrine of the
incarnation is the doctrine of the Virgin
Birth, which is not merely belief in the
power of God to work wonders. The
Orthodox Church believes in the sover-
eignty of God over creation. Thus, God is
not bound by human understandings of the
workings of creation, but, “Whensoever
God willeth, the order of nature is over-
come …”12 However, the doctrine of the
virgin birth of Christ has a much deeper
meaning as a proclamation that “ … the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth; we have beheld his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father.”13 Jesus Christ is really the Son of
God, not a divinely inspired man accepted
by God because of his own righteousness.
Through the virgin birth, God really
became human, not just metaphorically or
symbolically, but actually. In Christ, God
became physical, as humans are physical.
This is important because Orthodox
believe, as St. Gregory Nazianzen wrote,
“that which is not assumed is not healed.”14

Mary’s most important title is
“Theotokos,” which means
“God Bearer,” or “Birthgiver
of God.” 
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From Mary, God assumed all that is
human, to perfect that which is human and
to unite humanity to Himself. On the Feast
of the Nativity of Our Lady, September 8,
Orthodox Christians proclaim that,
through the incarnation, “ … the creation
of us earthly beings was renewed, and we
ourselves were renewed from corruption
to life immortal.”15 In another hymn sung
during Saturday evening Vespers in Tone
Six, Orthodox Christians honor Mary with
the words, “For the only Son rising time-
lessly from the Father, himself did come
incarnate from thee in an inexplicable way.
He, who while God by nature, became for
our sakes Man by nature, not divided into
two persons, but known by two natures
without mixture or confusions.”16 Another
hymn to Mary proclaims, “Thou art the
preaching of the Prophets, O virgin
Theotokos, the glory of the Apostles and
pride of the Martyrs, the renewal of the
whole race of earthly ones. For through
thee we are reconciled to God.”17

The Orthodox Church celebrates the
two natures of Christ, the human nature
received from the Blessed Virgin and the
divine nature begotten by the Father, as
expressed by the Church in the Council of
Chalcedon through many of its hymns to
the Blessed Virgin. For example, a hymn
from Saturday evening Vespers in Tone
Eight contains a very articulate expres-
sion of the teaching of Chalcedon and the
fathers on the incarnation and the two
natures of Christ:

Verily, the King of heaven, for his
love to mankind did appear on
earth; and with men did he deal;
for he took unto himself a body
from the pure Virgin. And from
her did he issue in the adopted
body, he being one Son, dual in
Nature, not dual in Person.
Wherefore, do we confess, preach-
ing the truth that Christ our God is
perfect God and perfect Man.
Therefore, O Mother who hast no
groom, beseech thou him to have
mercy upon our souls.”18

The doctrine of the two natures of
Christ is relative to a discussion of the
Church because, like Christ, the Church
has two natures, the human and the
divine. Thus, the Church, which is a divine
institution, is also made up of sinful men
and women. For this reason, Orthodox
Christians believe that the Church itself is
perfect and without sin, although some of
its members are still in the process of
being healed of sin. Thus, although the
Church cannot sin, the people in the
Church, including its leaders, can fall into
sin.

The doctrine of the Incarnation,
which is expressed in Orthodox devotion
to the Theotokos, is also relevant to
Sacramental theology. The Church teach-
es that God became flesh to save those
who are flesh and to sanctify the material
universe. Thus God uses physical things
such as water, bread and wine, and oil to
convey His divine grace through the
Mysteries of the Church. At the same
time, by becoming physical, Christ has
sanctified the physical world. Thus, at the
Feast of Epiphany, Orthodox proclaim,
“Today the whole creation is lighted from
on high.”19 This means that a true
Christian must care for God’s creation
and seek to protect it from being
destroyed by human pollution.

When the Archangel Gabriel spoke to
her, the Blessed Virgin could have refused
God’s request to bear His Son. Her posi-
tive response to the Archangel Gabriel
plays an important part in salvation. As St.
Irenaeus of Lyon wrote, Mary is the sec-
ond Eve, whose obedience liberates
humanity from the consequences of the
disobedience of the first Eve.20 For this
reason, on the Feast of the Nativity of
Mary, Orthodox Christians sing, “ … the
Mother of Life, who is the renewal of the
creation of Adam and the recall of Eve, the
fountain of incorruption, the liberation
from corruption, through whom we have
been deified and delivered from death, is
born of the seed of David, dispersing dark-
ness.”21 Mary could have refused to bear

Holy Tradition W O R D  M A G A Z I N E

“The Eucharist, we repeat, is
not ‘one of the sacraments’ or
one of the services, but the very
manifestation and fulfillment of
the Church in all her power,
sanctity and fullness.”

Alexander Schmemann 
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Christ, but she chose to obey God.
Mary’s obedience is an example of

synergy, or cooperation, with God. For that
reason Orthodox Christians sin, “For
through her hath salvation come to the
whole human race.”22 The concept of syner-
gy is essential to the Orthodox understand-
ing of salvation. As understood by Orthodox
Christians, synergy is the exercise of our
free will to accept God’s gift of grace. It is
not the idea that human merit is required or
applicable for salvation. The Orthodox doc-
trine of synergy is also a manifestation of the
two natures of Christ, human and divine.
God has accomplished salvation through
Christ, reflecting the divine aspect of salva-
tion, but the individual believer must
respond positively to God’s offer of the gift
of salvation, showing the human aspect of
salvation. Orthodox believe that St. Paul
expressed this concept of human and divine
cooperation for salvation with the words,
“work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for God is at work in you, both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.”23

Thus, Orthodox believe that, despite the
curse of sin, humans still possess a free will
and can respond positively to God’s invita-
tion to receive His divine grace. Orthodox
believe as St. John Cassian wrote:

These two things — that is, the grace
of God and free will — certainly seem
mutually opposed to one another, but
both are in accord, and we under-
stand that we must accept both in
like manner by reason of our religion,
lest by removing one of them from
the human being we seem to contra-
vene the rule of the Church’s faith.
For when God sees us turning in
order to will what is good, he comes
to us, directs us, and strengthens us,
for as soon as he hears the voice of
our cry, he will respond to you.24

The Orthodox Church calls Mary
“immaculate,” and “all pure,” as a manifesta-
tion of the Orthodox understanding of salva-
tion as deification. Orthodox Christians
believe that through the grace of God Mary
has been deified or made by grace what God

is by nature or, as St. Paul wrote, “And we all,
with unveiled face, beholding the glory of
the Lord, are being changed into his likeness
from one degree of glory to another …”25

Vladimir Lossky wrote, “ … the very heart of
the Church, one of her most secret myster-
ies, her mystical center, her perfection
already realized in a human person fully
united to God, finding herself beyond the
resurrection and the judgment. This person
is Mary, the Mother of God.”26 Thus salvation
for Orthodox theology is more than the
forgiveness of sins or justification, but is
also the transformation of the believer by
the grace of God to become a partaker of the
Divine Nature.27 Orthodox Christians see the
realization of salvation in the deification
of Mary.

However, Orthodox Christians do not
accept the Roman Catholic doctrine of the
Immaculate Conception. On the contrary,
Orthodox believe that the Blessed Virgin was
born in ancestral sin just like any other per-
son. This is important because if Mary had
not been born in ancestral sin, God could
not have assumed sinful human nature from
her. As St. Gregory Nazianzen wrote, “For
that which He has not assumed He has not
healed.”28 If God had not assumed sinful
human nature from the Blessed Virgin, He
could not have saved sinful human nature
through the Incarnation of Christ. Indeed, a
prayer addressed to the Virgin Mary from
the service of Compline contains the beauti-
ful words, “thy glorious birth-giving has unit-
ed God the Word to man and joined the fall-
en nature of our race to heavenly things.”29

Although Orthodox theologians do not
dogmatize the Assumption of the Virgin, the
Orthodox Church celebrates the feast of her
falling asleep and translation to Heaven on
August 15. Once again, this is a reflection of
the Gospel by telling the faithful that they, like
Mary, may share in the victory of Christ over
death. Thus, through Christ, the Blessed Virgin
has become “more honorable than the cheru-
bim, more glorious beyond compare than the
seraphim,” for she has been deified and has
inherited a place in the Kingdom of God.

Finally, the devotion of Mary is an
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expression of meaning of the word
“Church.” In the original Greek, the
word “Church,” or “ecclesia,” literally
means a gathering or assembly.
Alexander Schmemann wrote that
properly an Orthodox Church building
(temple) “is experienced perceived as
sobor, as the gathering together of
heaven and earth and all creation in
Christ — which constitutes the
essence and purpose of the Church
itself.”30 To Orthodox Christians, the
Church is not just an assembly of
humans, but is a participation in the
worship of the Saints and angels
before the throne of God. That is why
there are so many references to the
angelic hosts during the Orthodox
Divine Liturgy. Again, Alexander
Schmemann wrote, “The Eucharist is
always a going out from ‘this world’
and an ascent to heaven …”31 Thus,
Orthodox Christians believe that
through the Liturgy, the faithful mysti-
cally ascend to heaven and join the
company of the faithful departed
before God. This assembly of the
entire company of heaven before the
throne of God through the Eucharist
creates a relationship between the liv-
ing and the departed in Christ. This is
manifested by the prayers of the living
for intercession of Mary and the
Saints, who are mystically present in
the lives of the faithful through the
mystery of the Church. This mystery
transcends the boundaries between
heaven and earth and unites those on
earth with those in heaven.

Therefore, Orthodox devotion to
the Blessed Virgin Mary is not merely
an expression of popular piety. It is
much more. Orthodox veneration of
Mary is a manifestation of the most
essential doctrines of the Orthodox
Faith. The prominent place played by
Mary in Orthodoxy also shows the
importance of worship as the essence
of the Church and the chief means
whereby the Church transmits and

preserves the Gospel for future gener-
ations. The deification of Mary shows
that the promises of Christ are real,
for, through Christ, those who follow
Him will share the experience of
God’s deifying grace that is manifest-
ed by the Blessed Virgin Mary. Finally,
the familiar way in which Orthodox
Christians ask Mary and the other
Saints for their intercessions, illustrates
the very meaning of “Church,” which is
an assembly of the faithful, those on
earth and those in heaven, with the
angels before the throne of God.

Very Rev. John W. Morris is pastor
of St. George Church, Vicksburg, MS
and a member of the North American
Orthodox-Lutheran Dialogue.
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Something new and exciting is happening
in Pittsburgh … and beyond! In September
2006, Orthodoxy Now was launched as a
local access cable television and internet-
based program available at www.Orthodoxy-
NowTV.com. This article will provide an
overview of Orthodoxy Now and explore the
blessings and potential of this program, in
particular, and multi-media, Orthodox
Christian ministry in America, in general.

Orthodoxy Now is a weekly 30-minute
television and internet-based program
designed to educate and inform audiences
about Orthodox Christianity. Orthodoxy Now
endeavors to reach a variety of audiences,

including: 1) people who are Orthodox
Christians through Baptism or Chrismation, 2)
elderly or infirm Orthodox Christians who are
unable to attend Church services and events,
and 3) Orthodox Christians who are not mem-
bers of a particular parish or community. The
program also seeks to address the needs of
non-Orthodox and/or non-Christians who may
be on a faith journey or otherwise interested in
the teachings of the Orthodox Church.

Each episode of Orthodoxy Now is pre-
sented in three major segments — two that
feature conversations with noted Orthodox
experts or local clergy and one that provides
a testimony of experience by an Orthodox
Christian. The goal of this approach is to pro-
vide viewers with practical applications of
Orthodox theological teachings, so that the
viewers, in turn, can attempt to incorporate
those teachings into their daily lives.

Orthodoxy Now premiered in September
2006 as a television program which airs twice
a day on a local access cable television chan-
nel that is sponsored by Christian Associates
of Southwest Pennsylvania. On Monday of
each week, a different episode of Orthodoxy
Now is aired. For the next seven days, this
same episode is made available “24-hours a
day” throughout much of Western
Pennsylvania via Comcast On-Demand, a serv-
ice that enables Comcast cable customers to
select from a menu of movies and television
shows. In addition, episodes of Orthodoxy
Now will be made available (in DVD format)
to any individuals, organizations, or parishes
that wish to purchase them.

Archived episodes of Orthodoxy Now are
also available (in QuickTime format) on the

lights
camera
action.

Father John Abdalah
with John Righetti

Orthodoxy
Now.

Something new and exciting is

happening in Pittsburgh......and

beyond. In September 2006,

Orthodoxy Now was launched as

a local access cable television

and internet program.......
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internet at www.OrthodoxyNowTV.com. At the
time of this article’s publication, the following
episodes were available on-line: “Christmas”
(2006), “End of Life,” “The Incarnation,”
“Preaching,” “Sexuality,” “Spiritual Direction,”
“Theophany,” “The Theotokos,” and
“Vocations.” Other episodes that have been
filmed, but are not yet available on the internet,
include “Becoming a god” (Theosis), “Christian
Stewardship and the Environment,” “The
Crucifixion,” “Pascha,” “Second Chances” (St.
Mary of Egypt), and “The Symbol of the Cross.”

Orthodoxy Now is in production through
the efforts of the Orthodox Christian
Communications Committee (“OCCC”), a
ministry of the Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood
of Greater Pittsburgh. The OCCC includes lay
people and clergy with special interest, edu-
cation, and training in media. All of the pro-
gram’s hosts, production staff members and
guests are volunteers. Guests who have taped
segments to date include Father Thomas
Hopko, Father Joseph Allen, and Mother
Magdalena of Holy Transfiguration Monastery
in Ellwood City. The program’s hosts are
Kweilin Nassar, a familiar television personal-
ity in the Pittsburgh viewing area, John
Righetti, a veteran Pittsburgh marketing and
public relations professional, and Father John
Abdalah, the Dean of St. George Cathedral in
the Oakland neighborhood of Pittsburgh.

Orthodoxy Now:
One Program, Many Blessings,

Many Possibilities
It is the desire of everybody involved in the

production of Orthodoxy Now that this pro-
gram benefit the Orthodox Church in as many
ways as possible. While success is ultimately
in the loving hands of God, we are grateful for
the many blessings that we have witnessed to
date, as well as the hopeful possibilities that
we see on the horizon. The following are
observations about a few of these blessings
and possibilities.

The Blessing of Cooperation
Orthodoxy Now resulted from the coop-

eration of many different persons and organi-
zations involved in its production, as demon-
strated in the following two ways.

First, without the support of non-
Orthodox Christians in Pittsburgh,
Orthodoxy Now would not have become what
it is today. In 2005, Christian Associates of
Southwest Pennsylvania — an organization
that serves many needs of a variety of
Christian communities in the greater
Pittsburgh metropolitan area — offered the
Orthodox Christian community in Greater
Pittsburgh the opportunity to produce and air
a television program utilizing the Christian
Associates cable channel and television studio
(complete with equipment). Christian
Associates made a genuine “no strings
attached” offer — the Orthodox community
could exercise full editorial control and would
maintain full ownership of and responsibility
for each broadcast. As a result, Orthodoxy
Now was positioned from the beginning to be
a multi-media program distributed through
television, internet, and DVD formats.

Second, the start-up and continuing pro-
duction of Orthodoxy Now is the product of
inter-jurisdictional co-operation among the
Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of Greater
Pittsburgh. Indicative of this is the composi-
tion of Orthodoxy Now’s volunteer staff,
which includes representatives from several
of the Orthodox jurisdictions within the
Greater Pittsburgh area — Carpatho-Russian,
Greek, Antiochian, Ukrainian and the
Orthodox Church in America. Coincidentally,
these Orthodox jurisdictions also participate
in the Christian Associates organization.

A World of Opportunity
Due to the potential reach of television

and internet ministries, programs such as
Orthodoxy Now present significant opportu-
nities to provide the world with the witness
and hope of Orthodox Christianity. It is impor-
tant to note that Orthodoxy Now is only one
of several multi-media initiatives that are
available to satisfy the spiritual needs of those
who are within or are searching for the
Orthodox Christian Faith. Other examples are
the Orthodox Christian Network, which pro-
duces three different internet-based ministries
— The Ark, The Rudder, Come Receive the
Light — available at www.receive.org, and the

“The Eucharist, we repeat, is
not ‘one of the sacraments’
or one of the services, but
the very manifestation and
fulfillment of the Church in all
her power, sanctity and
fullness.”

Alexander Schmemann 
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Ancient Faith Radio, an internet-based radio
station at www.ancientfaithradio.com, which
describes itself as offering “Timeless
Christianity 24 Hours A Day.” Each of these
ministries is the product of different people
using the unique gifts that God has given to
them to share the Lord’s Gospel and, by God’s
grace, show the world “a more excellent way.”

A Continuation of the Orthodox Evangelical
Tradition

Orthodoxy Now and similar multi-media
ministries are a continuation of the Orthodox
evangelical and missionary tradition to com-
municate the Gospel (i.e., evangelize) through
a medium that people living in a particular
place and age are able to understand. In other
words, the Church has approached mission-
ary and evangelical activity with the precise
intention of spreading the universal and time-

less Truth through local and
temporal means. The follow-
ing are four examples of this
approach.

First, this approach was
at the heart of St. Paul’s mes-
sage. Consider, for example, I
Corinthians 9:20-23, in
which St. Paul writes, in per-
tinent part, “To the Jews I
became as a Jew, in order to
win Jews … To those outside
the law I became as one out-
side the law … that I might
win those outside the law. To
the weak, I became weak,
that I might win the weak. I
become all things to all men,
that I might by all means save
some. I do it all for the sake
of the gospel, that I may
share in its blessings.”

Second, this was the
approach of the Church

Fathers. For example, Saints Basil the Great,
John Chrysostom, and Gregory the
Theologian mastered the language and medi-
um of the 4th century AD — classical Greek
Philosophy — to express the Eternal through
the temporal.

Third, Saints Cyril and Methodius
employed this approach in the 9th century
AD. Specifically, these two Greek missionary
brothers moved from Thessalonica to the
lands of the Slavs, where they transmitted that
which they had received — namely the
Orthodox theological teachings of St. Paul and
the Church Fathers — through a totally new
medium that the saintly brothers had created
— the Cyrillic alphabet.

Finally, this was the approach of Our
Father Among the Saints Raphael, Bishop of
Brooklyn, with respect to this very publica-

Kweilin Nassar,
John Righetti and
Fr. Thomas Hopko
tape an episode.

Orthodoxy Now W O R D  M A G A Z I N E
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tion! In the inaugural issue of The WORD,
Saint Raphael explains: “We called our maga-
zine ‘The Word’ — first in the name of our
Savior and Redeemer Jesus Christ, the Word
of God, and second in order to indicate one of
our three priestly duties, the duty of teaching
and preaching the word of salvation every-
where, and especially within our God-saved
diocese in accordance with the commandment
of the Apostle Paul (II Timothy 4:1-5).”

In summary, throughout Church history
the media has varied — for St. Paul, he (and,
by extension, his word) was the medium; for
the Church Fathers, the medium was classical
philosophy; for Sts. Cyril and Methodius, the
medium was a language; and for St. Raphael,
the medium was a written publication.
However, in each case, the message and
approach did not vary; each of these Shining
Stars utilized the temporal to convey the Eternal
to both Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike.

The “Next Generation” of Orthodox
Educational Curricula

Finally, Orthodoxy Now and similar multi-
media ministries could serve as an aid in the
continuing evolution of Orthodox educational
curricula in America. Specifically, each
episode or program of a multi-media ministry,
such as Orthodoxy Now, could be combined
with traditional reading assignments and
group discussions to produce a fully-integrat-
ed educational experience. The exact nature
of the readings and discussion groups could
be tailored to the needs and experiences of
different demographic groups. So, for exam-
ple, different reading and discussion formats
could be used for teens, adults, persons
recently received into the Faith, clergy, semi-
narians, St. Stephen’s candidates, etc.

ORTHODOXY NOW: Conclusion
The production of Orthodoxy Now can be

viewed as a microcosm of both the develop-

ment of Orthodoxy
in America and our
participation — as
American Orthodox
— in the Priesthood
of Jesus Christ into
which we have each
been baptized. As previously noted, the “vol-
unteer staff” that is responsible for producing
Orthodoxy Now consists of clergy and lay
people, men and women, Pittsburghers and
Bostonians — many of whom come from mul-
tiple Orthodox jurisdictions and one of whom
is not even Orthodox! Each of these people
brings his or her unique talents “to the set”
and offers them to God in order to build up
the Body of Christ. By doing this, each person
participates fully in the Priesthood of Jesus
Christ by using his or her energy to share His
Life-Giving Word with Pittsburgh … and
beyond!

Dn. Andrew Cross serves at St. George
Cathedral in Pittsburgh, PA and is a graduate
of the St. Stephen’s Program of the Antiochian
House of Studies.
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This vision will be carried out on the Archdiocesan
and Diocesan levels, and we encourage every local
Fellowship organization, as well as every parish as
a whole, to participate in this common work.

CHURCH UNITY
Following the lead of His Eminence

Metropolitan PHILIP, the Fellowship is committed
to working towards unity, or rather reunification,
of the Orthodox Churches in America. We are look-
ing to build bridges with our sister organizations in
the other jurisdictions. Already, we have a genera-
tion of our young adults who have grown up with
the unity that exists in the Orthodox Christian
Fellowship. For four years of their lives, our college
students work with their brothers and sisters-in-
Christ from Greek, Serbian, Albanian, Russian,
Ukrainian, and many other backgrounds, pray and
worship together, and build strong, lasting connec-
tions. These students seek to create a natural pro-
gression into their adulthood by keeping these con-
nections alive. This year, the Fellowship held its 4th
annual North American pan-Orthodox Young Adult
retreat, which has been co-sponsored with the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. Local Dioceses are
holding similar retreats, all with great success. We
are encouraging local parishes to develop similar
ties with their sister parishes, creating programs
and activities that will foster a true spirit of unity.

Over the next two months, our Dioceses will be
holding their Parish Life Conferences and our
Archdiocese will hold our Archdiocese Convention.
We are encouraging the host parishes to invite the
local parishes from the other Orthodox jurisdic-

tions to attend the conferences and participate in
the many spiritual and social activities.

“Make my joy complete by being of the same
mind, maintaining the same love, united in
spirit, intent on one purpose” (Phil. 2:2).

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH
As the Apostles established the early Church,

following Pentecost, they focused on two things,
worship and witness. They prayed together and
they shared the message of the Gospel with those
around them. This must hold true for today as well.
As Archbishop ANASTASIOS of Albania often says,
“As unthinkable as it is to have a Church without a
liturgical life, it’s even more unthinkable to have a
Church without a missionary life.”

The Fellowship encourages the adult parish-
ioners of our Archdiocese to get more involved in
mission and outreach work. Much as it is with our
challenge of Church Unity, we sometimes need to
look at the examples of the younger generation for
how to respond. The OCF has done a great job
since 2000, creating a missions mindset for our
college students, through the Real Break program.
For an even younger generation, the Orthodox
Youth Outreach program has helped our teenagers
get excited about similar work through local com-
munity service and short-term mission trips. Many
of our Fellowship officers on the Diocesan level
have already gone through the OCF program and
have experienced the power of mission and out-
reach work. In just a few short years, the
Fellowship will be full of young adults for whom
mission work is a natural expression of their faith.

Fellowship Footnotes
by Jamil Samara, President, Diocese of Worcester

THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
ST. JOHN THE DIVINE IN ACTION 

This past year, the NAC Fellowship of St. John the Divine developed a really
solid direction for the work of the Fellowship over the next couple of years. 

The foundation of this vision is based on three basic themes — Church Unity,
Missions, and Spiritual Renewal — all of which are fundamental to our faith.
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We have laid this foundation for the Fellowship by
establishing an annual mission trip on the
Archdiocese level for the Fellowship, and are
encouraging Dioceses and local parishes to work
on assembling comparable teams to go on trips
sponsored through OCMC, IOCC, OCF, Project
Mexico, or similar organizations. Another local
option is simply to increase the work that we do in
our local communities with soup kitchens, shelters,
supporting local mission parishes, and being a con-
crete witness to our faith. There are so many oppor-
tunities available to us, and we just need to act.

“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith
without works is dead?” (James 2:20).

Metropolitan PHILIP often remarks that
“Orthodox Christianity is the best kept secret in
America.” It may, in fact, be so. However, is it
because America isn’t listening, or is it because we
have kept the Good News for ourselves and have
neglected to share it? Let us become more active in
our response to the Gospel message of the Great
Commission to “ … make disciples of all nations
…” (Matthew 28:18-20).

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL AND 
THE CHALLENGE OF ONE

“Acquire a peaceful spirit, and around you
thousands will be saved.” —St. Seraphim
of Sarov

The third pillar of the direction of the
Fellowship of St. John the Divine is that of encour-
aging our parishioners to seek a deeper relation-
ship with Christ. This is an ongoing challenge for
each and every one of us. At every Divine Liturgy,
the Deacon or Priest offers the petition that we are
to “ … commit ourselves and one another and our
whole life to Christ our God.” We hear this over
and over again, but are we really ready to make this
commitment or are we just waiting for next Sunday
morning to roll around? 

At the beginning of this year, the Fellowship of
St. John the Divine of the Diocese of Worcester
challenged our parishioners to participate in the
“Challenge of One.” Now is as good a time as any
to refresh their minds about it and to offer to all of
you this simple challenge. Through this challenge,
find one or two small ways to grow closer to God
or to give back just a little bit to Him and His Holy
Church. Below are just some examples to help one
get started.

TIME
One … hour per month to give back to your Church
(helping in the office, cleaning the Church, etc.).

TALENT
One … skill with which God has blessed you that
you can share with the Church community (legal
advice, graphic design, musical talent, technical
support, etc.).

TREASURE
One … percent per year of your income in addi-
tion to what you already are giving to your Church
as part of your stewardship.

WORSHIP
One … service per month to attend that you nor-
mally would not (Matins, Vespers, Feast Day,
Paraklesis, etc.).

COMMUNITY
One … person each week that you’ve seen, but
haven’t met in your parish, to help us grow as one
body in Christ (either a visitor or someone already
part of your parish).

WITNESS
One … service project each year to support or
attend to help to spread the love of the Gospel by
volunteering (a mission trip, service project, or
soup kitchen).

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42).

The Fellowship of St. John the Divine is vital to
the future of our Church. For many years, we have
developed programs and raised up leaders within
the Archdiocese to the benefit and growth of our-
selves as Christians individually and collectively.
We are now ready to take on our next set of chal-
lenges in the areas of church unity, missions and
outreach, and spiritual renewal. This task is one
that all of us as Christians need to take on. If you
are interested in participating in the work of the
Fellowship, contact any of our officers at antiochi-
an.org/fellowship.

“Therefore said he unto them, ‘The harvest
truly is great, but the labourers are few’” 
(Luke 10:2).



Talk to Kevin and Colleen Allen, parishioners
at St. Barnabas Antiochian Orthodox Church
near the San Diego Freeway in Costa Mesa,
California, and you’ll find the last thing they
want to talk about is themselves.

“We’re just eleventh-hour laborers in His
vineyard, the Church,” offers Kevin. “God’s
grace is the only story here.”

Yet their desire to live and give faithfully
has — and will — pay dividends for the Holy
Orthodox Faith for many years to come. As
the parents of two married daughters and
grandparents of three (soon to be four), they
long to see the Faith firmly established and
rooted for many generations to come.

That’s why, once they learned of
Metropolitan PHILIP’s desire to support the
growth of Orthodoxy in America, it was an
easy decision to carve out an additional por-
tion of their family trust for the benefit of the
Antiochian Archdiocese, and increase the gift
they had already set aside for their local
parish.

“As our parish web-site (www.stbarn-
abasoc.org) says, ‘the Orthodox Faith requires
an Orthodox way of life … lived every day of
the week in the homes, schools, and work-
places of our people.’ That’s all we’re doing,”

department of planning and

future development
A Legacy to Do More than Just Give
Leave a Lasting Legacy for Orthodoxy

Colleen and Kevin Allen, surrounded by their daughters Jennifer Trenery (upper left)
and Erin Byers (upper right) and two of their three grandchildren, Benjamin Trenery
and Helena Byers. The family gathered in front of the iconostasis of their home parish
of Saint Barnabas Orthodox Church in Costa Mesa, California on St. Thomas Sunday.

Note: “Through my work, I am continually inspired by the God-fearing people who
cross my path. This month meet Kevin and Colleen Allen. Kevin is a very active
member of the Department of Planning and Future Development committee. He and
Colleen were among the first to answer the call to Leave a Lasting Legacy for
Orthodoxy, for the Archdiocese as well as their local parish. Kevin and Colleen,
many, many thanks for all your help, and may God grant you many years!”

Ruth Ann Skaff
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adds Colleen. “The Orthodox Christian faith
isn’t only about ‘personal faith,’ but also about
living out the commandments in one’s family,
community and country.”

It’s something they’ve lived out for some
time now. After moving to California in 1983
to successfully pursue business interests,
Kevin discovered Orthodoxy through the for-
mer Evangelical Orthodox Church, on a busi-
ness trip to Anchorage, Alaska. He was direct-
ed to St. Barnabas Church, where he and
Colleen have worshiped — and labored —
ever since.

Over the years, they have served the
parish in a number of capacities: parish coun-
cil, choir, soup kitchen, office administration,
and more. They’ve branched out to help raise
funds for IOCC in Southern California. As
members of the Order of St. Ignatius, they
provide resources to help the Faith spread its
wings in America. They also support the work
of Saint Barbara Monastery and the abbess,
Mother Victoria, in Santa Barbara.

But other opportunities to minister still
pop up. Now, Kevin has found a new voice as
co-host of “The Illumined Heart,” a weekly
radio program and podcast based on Ancient
Faith Radio (www.ancientfaithradio.com) that
interviews Orthodox Christians about the
important issues affecting the Holy Orthodox
Faith in America. In fact, he’s even gone so far
as to set up a recording studio in the base-
ment of his home.

For Colleen and Kevin, their desire to
leave a lasting legacy for Orthodoxy means far
more than just a deferred financial investment
which will be realized after they have fallen
asleep in the Lord. They also energetically
invest their time and talents to make sure the
Faith lives on for the sake of their children’s
children. To them, leaving a legacy involves
far more than just money. But don’t expect
them to talk about it.

To find out more about how you can help
grow the Antiochian Orthodox Church in

North America through an outright gift now,
or a deferred gift, please contact:
Ruth Ann Skaff, Director of Planning and
Future Development
development@antiochian.org
Phone: 301-765-7001
Toll-free: 866-765-7001
Fax: 301-765-6267

Mickey Hodges is a member of St. John the
Evangelist Orthodox Church in Memphis,
Tennessee. He owns his own marketing commu-
nications firm and consults with Orthodox min-
istries on better ways to communicate. He also
currently serves on the board of directors of
Orthodox Christian Fellowship, the campus min-
istry of the Orthodox Churches in North America.

Seeking:
All Orthodox Christian 

Financial Advisors

We Orthodox Christians can remember our local parishes and
the Archdiocese in our wills, living trusts, and estate plans. I
welcome all financial advisors, attorneys, accountants, real-
tors, estate planners, insurance agents, and related profes-
sions to form a national volunteer resource network.
I’d like to inform you about Leave a Lasting Legacy for
Orthodoxy, so that you can counsel your Orthodox clients,
and assist the Archdiocese on an as-needed basis.

Please contact me:
Ruth Ann Skaff

Director of Planning and Future Development
10620 River Road

Potomac, MD 20854
Phone: 301-765-7001

Fax: 301-765-6267
E-mail: development@antiochian.org

THANK YOU to the 25 financial professionals from the US
and Canada who have already responded. The vision of this
volunteer national network is for you to educate and inspire
your brothers and sisters in Christ in your local parishes to
include the local parishes and our God-protected
Archdiocese in our estate plans, living trusts and wills. And
this year — advise your Orthodox clients and parishioners
about the Pension Protection Act of 2006. Thank you again,
and I look forward to working with more of the faithful.



On August 17, 2006 President Bush signed into law
the Pension Protection Act of 2006. While the primary
aim of this act focuses on pension reform, with it came a
short-termed window of opportunity to donate funds to
charity from an IRA without any negative tax conse-
quence.

More specifically, individuals over the age of 701⁄2
can gift up to $100,000 directly from their IRA to their
charity without having to recognize the value of the IRA
distribution as income. Even more advantageous, quali-
fied distributions to charity may be applied to offset the
IRA owner’s required minimum distribution for the year! 

What’s the catch? Individuals only have through the
end of 2007 to take advantage of this law and make a dif-
ference with our local parishes and Archdiocese.

• Rollovers allow people 701⁄2 and older to transfer
distributions now from their IRAs to qualified char-
itable organizations. Donors may transfer up to
$100,000 directly from their IRAs.

• Donors who do not need their required minimum
distributions can transfer these directly to charity
and avoid paying any income tax. Whatever amount

they give counts toward their required distributions
as long as they haven’t already received their distri-
bution in 2007.

• The distribution generates neither taxable income
nor a tax deduction, so even those who do not item-
ize their tax deductions receive the benefit.

I encourage each of you reading this article who is
over age 701⁄2 and has any type of qualified retirement plan
to discuss this matter with your tax advisor and financial
professional, to determine if making a gift from an IRA to
your parish and Archdiocese is right for you.

As always, please contact me for a confidential dis-
cussion concerning your personal gift plans.

Ruth Ann Skaff

Ruth Ann Skaff is the Archdiocese’s Director
of Planning and Future Development. She thanks
Nassim Elias of Florida for his assistance with
this announcement. Nassim, a member of St.
George of Jacksonville, Florida,and a Knight of
the Order of St. Ignatius, is a seasoned financial
professional who is offering his professional skills
in service of our Holy Orthodox Faith.

Attention all Orthodox Christians
age 701⁄2 and olderSix months left to act: Pension Protection Act of 2006
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Archdiocesan Office
daily devotions

JULY, 2007
1. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-31; 13:1-8;

MATTHEW 8:28-9:1

2. ROMANS 16:17-24; MATTHEW 13:10-23

3. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9; MATTHEW 13:24-30

4. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:9-3:8; MATTHEW 13:31-36

(fast)

5. 1 CORINTHIANS 3:18-23; MATTHEW 13:36-43

6. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:5-8; MATTHEW 13:44-54 (fast)

7. ROMANS 9:1-5; MATTHEW 9:18-26

8. ROMANS 12:6-14; MATTHEW 9:1-8

9. 1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-6:11; MATTHEW 13:54-58

10. 1 CORINTHIANS 6:20-7:12; MATTHEW 14:1-13

11. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:12-24; MATTHEW 14:35-15:11

(fast)

12. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:24-35; MATTHEW 15:12-21

13. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:35-8:7; MATTHEW 15:29-31

(fast)

14. ROMANS 12:1-3; MATTHEW 19:37-11:1

15. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18; MATTHEW 14:14-22

16. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:13-18; MATTHEW 16:1-6

17. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:5-12; MATTHEW 16:6-12

18. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:12-22; MATTHEW 16:20-24

(fast)

19. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:28-11:7; MATTHEW 16:24-28

20. JAMES 5:10-20; LUKE 4:22-30 (fast)

21. ROMANS 13:1-10; MATTHEW 12:30-37

22. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18; MATTHEW 14:14-22

23. 1 CORINTHIANS 11:31-12:6; MATTHEW 18:1-11

24. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-26;

MATTHEW 18:18-22, 19:1-2, 13-15

25. 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-14:5; MATTHEW 20:1-16

(fast)

26. 1 CORINTHIANS 14:6-19; MATTHEW 20:17-28

27. 2 TIMOTHY 2:1-10; JOHN 15:17-16:2 (fast)

28. ROMANS 14:6-9; MATTHEW 15:32-39

29. 1 CORINTHIANS 3:9-17; MATTHEW 14:22-34

30. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-19; MATTHEW 21:18-22

31. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:29-38; MATTHEW 21:23-27

Very Rev. George Alberts
ELEVATED

KINDER, Fr. Patrick to the dignity of Archpriest by Bishop
MARK on April 29, 2007 at St. Ignatius Church in
Madison, WI.

ORDAINED

SHAHEEN, Dn. Basil to the holy priesthood on May 1,
2007 at St. George Church, Canton, OH by Bishop
MARK. He will remain attached to that Church.

WARWICK, Deacon Aaron to the holy priesthood on
Sunday, May 6, 2007 at St. Mary Church, Omaha, NE by
Bishop BASIL. He is attached to St. Nicholas Cathedral,
Brooklyn, NY, while he completes seminary studies.

BELCHER, Subdeacon Nicholas to the diaconate on
Sunday, April 22, 2007 at St. George Church, West
Roxbury, MA by Metropolitan PHILIP. He is assigned to
that parish.

GUIRGUIS, Subdeacon James to the diaconate on
Sunday, May 6, 2007 at St. Basil Church, New Orleans,
LA by Bishop ANTOUN.

ROLAND, Subdeacon John to the diaconate on Sunday,
May 6, 2007 at St. Basil Church, New Orleans, LA by
Bishop ANTOUN.

ASSIGNED

HADDAD, Fr. Mousa to the pastorate of Virgin Mary
Church, Alsip, IL effective May 26, 2007.

WADE, Fr. Matthew to the pastorate of St. Mary Church,
Topeka, IN effective August 1, 2007.

SMITH, Fr. George will retire from the pastorate of St.
Mary Church, Topeka, IN and will be attached to St.
George Church, Indianapolis, IN effective August 1,
2007.

RETIRED

DRENNAN, Fr. Philip of Holy Resurrection Church,
Hobart, IN effective June 3, 2007.

DONATIONS TO THE WORD

Dr. and Mrs. George J. Farha $500.00
Walter and Grace Mary Parhamovich

In memory of our daughter,
Beverley Ann’s 10th Anniversary in Heaven 500.00

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Shadid 50.00
Ron and Kathy Zraick 50.00
Viviane and Ibrahim Touma 20.00
Mr. Alex Corotas 15.00
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schoenlein 30.00
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daily devotions
AUGUST, 2007

1. 1 CORINTHIANS 16:4-12; MATTHEW 21:28-32
(Dormition fast)

2. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:1-7; MATTHEW 21:43-46 (fast)
3. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:12-20; MATTHEW 22:23-33

(fast)
4. ROMANS 15:30-33; MATTHEW 17:24-18:4 (fast)
5. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:9-16; MATTHEW 17:14-23

(fast)
6. 2 PETER 1:10-19; MATTHEW 17:1-9

HOLY TRANSFIGURATION (fast)
7. 2 CORINTHIANS 2:14-3:3; MATTHEW 23:23-28

(fast)
8. 2 CORINTHIANS 3:4-11; MATTHEW 23:29-39

(fast)
9. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-6; MATTHEW 24:13-28 (fast)

10. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:13-18;
MATTHEW 24:27-33, 42-51 (fast)

11. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9; MATTHEW 19:3-12 (fast)
12. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:2-12; MATTHEW 18:23-35

(fast)
13. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:10-15; MARK 1:16-22 (fast)
14. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:15-21; MARK 1:16-22 (fast)
15. PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11; LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-28

(fast)
FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE MOTHER
OF GOD

16. 2 CORINTHIANS 7:1-10; MARK 1:29-35
17. 2 CORINTHIANS 7:10-16; MARK 2:18-22 (fast)
18. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-29; MATTHEW 20:29-34
19. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11; MATTHEW 19:16-26
20. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7-15; MARK 3:6-12
21. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:16-9:5; MARK 3:13-19
22. 2 CORINTHIANS 9:12-10:7; MARK 3:20-27 (fast)
23. 2 CORINTHIANS 10:7-18; MARK 3:28-35
24. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:5-21; MARK 4:1-9 (fast)
25. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-9; MATTHEW 22:15-22
26. 1 CORINTHIANS 16:13-24; MATTHEW 21:33-42
27. 2 CORINTHIANS 12:10-19; MARK 4:10-23
28. 2 CORINTHIANS 12:20-13:2; MARK 4:24-34
29. ACTS 13:256-32; MARK 6:14-30 (strict fast)

BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
30. GALATIANS 1:1-10, 20-2:5; MARK 5:1-20
31. GALATIANS 2:6-10; MARK 5:22-24, 35-61 (fast)

Very Rev. George Alberts
daily devotions

SEPTEMBER, 2007
1. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-5; MATTHEW 23:1-12

2. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:21-2:4; MATTHEW 22:1-14

3. GALATIANS 2:11-16; MARK 5:24-34

4. GALATIANS 2:21-3:7; MARK 6:1-7

5. GALATIANS 3:15-22; MARK 6:7-13 (fast)

6. GALATIANS 3:23-4:5; MARK 6:30-45

7. GALATIANS 4:8-21; MARK 6:45-53 (fast)

8. PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11; LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-28

FEAST OF THE BIRTH OF THE MOTHER

OF GOD

9. GALATIANS 6:11-18; JOHN 3:13-17

10. GALATIANS 4:28-5:10; MARK 7:14-24 (fast)

11. GALATIANS 5:11-21; MARK 7:5-16

12. GALATIANS 6:2-10; MARK 7:14-24 (fast)

13. EPHESIANS 1:1-9; MARK 7:24-30

14. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-24;

JOHN 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-35

ELEVATION OF THE CROSS (strict fast)

15. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-29; JOHN 8:21-30

16. GALATIANS 2:16-20; MARK 8:34-9:1

17. EPHESIANS 1:22-2:3; LUKE 3:19-22

18. EPHESIANS 2:19-3:7; LUKE 3:23-4:1

19. EPHESIANS 3:8-21; LUKE 4:1-15 (fast)

20. EPHESIANS 4:14-19; LUKE 4:16-22

21. EPHESIANS 4:17-25; LUKE 4:22-30 (fast)

22. 1 CORINTHIANS 14:20-25; LUKE 4:31-36

23. GALATIANS 4:22-27; LUKE 5:1-11

24. EPHESIANS 4:25-32; LUKE 4:37-44

25. EPHESIANS 5:20-226; LUKE 5:12-16

26. EPHESIANS 5:25-33; LUKE 5:33-39 (fast)

27. EPHESIANS 5:33-6:9; LUKE 6:12-19

28. EPHESIANS 6:18-24; LUKE 65:17-23

29. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:39-45; LUKE 5:17-26

30. 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-11; LUKE 6:31-36

Very Rev. George Alberts

Archdiocean Office W O R D  M A G A Z I N E
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

358 Mountain Road, Englewood, NJ  07631 
Phone: 201-871-1355 Fax: 201-871-7954 

Book List & Order Form 
2007-2008

JUNE 2007 ORDER FORM JUNE 2008
TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 
CHURCH SCHOOL MATERIALS 

PRESCHOOL 
The Wonder of it All (Student)  $  7.50 
The Wonder of it All (Teacher)    8.50 
God, My Friends, and Me (Student)      7.00 
God, My Friends, and Me (Teacher) 11.95 

KINDERGARTEN 
Together with God (Student)      8.00 
Together with God (Teacher)      9.00 
Birth of Jesus (Picto-graph)    11.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE ONE 
God Loves Us (Student)      8.95 
God Loves Us (Teacher)    13.95 
Lenten Lotto      3.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Packages, 4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE TWO 
New Life in Jesus (Student)      8.95 
New Life in Jesus (Teacher)    15.95 
Making Things Right (Student)      5.95 
Making Things Right (Activity Packet)      3.95 
Making Things Right (Teacher)    10.95 
God is With Us (Teacher/Parent)      8.00 
We Return to God (Teacher/Parent)      2.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE THREE 
New Life in the Church (Student)      8.00 
New Life in the Church (Teacher)      9.95 
We Worship God in Church (Student) 7.50 
We Worship God in Church (Teacher) 8.00 
The Icon Book (Student) 8.00 
Forty Saints Text Book (Student)      4.00 
Forty Saints Coloring Book (Teacher)      4.00 
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE FOUR 
Jesus, The Promise of God (Student)    10.00 
Jesus, The Promise of God (Teacher)    11.00 
Icon Cards: Miracles of Christ (Student)      4.00 
Icon Cards: Life of Christ (Student)      4.00 
Finding Your Way Through the Bible (Student)      6.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE FIVE 
Our Life in the Church (Student)      7.00 
Our Life in the Church (Teacher) 9.95 
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE SIX 
In the Beginning (Student) 8.00 
In the Beginning (Teacher)      8.50 
Exploring How the Bible Came to Be      5.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 
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JUNE 2007 ORDER FORM JUNE 2008
TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
CHURCH SCHOOL MATERIALS: 

GRADE SEVEN 
The Young Church (Student) $  7.00 
The Young Church (Teacher)      8.50 
Acts Map and Chart (Teacher)    12.00 
Biblical and Liturgical Charts 3.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE EIGHT 
Heroes for Truth (Student)      7.50 
Heroes for Truth (Teacher)      8.00 
Heroes Worksheets (Student)      2.50 
Teaching Pictures (1 Packages, 4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE NINE
New Frontiers (Student)      7.50 
New Frontiers (Teacher)      8.00 
Frontiers Worksheets (Student)      2.50 
The Way, The Truth, The Life (Student)    15.95 
The Way, The Truth, The Life (Teacher)    19.95 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package/4 Sets)    35.00 

GRADE TEN 
Celebration: Feast and Holy Days (Student)      8.75 
Celebration: Feast and Holy Days (Teacher)    10.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package/4 Sets)    35.00 

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR GRADES 1—8 
Lenten Lotto      3.00 
Teaching the Parables of Jesus      6.00 
My Lenten Journey      7.00 
The Icon Book (Student) 8.00 
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00 
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Set of Two Books    10.00 
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Text Book      7.00 
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Activity Book      7.00 
Birth of Jesus (Picto-graph)    11.00 
Come Bless the Lord Icon Packet (Teacher)    20.00 
Byzantine Coloring Books:       *Volume 1 – Sunday Gospels      4.00 

                      *Volume 2 – Liturgical       4.00 
                      *Volume 3 – Feast Days      4.00 
                      *Volume 4 – Parables      4.00 

“Crayon” Icon Coloring Books: * The Miracles      5.00 
                      * Special Edition       5.00 

* The Old Testament      5.00 
                      * Journey to Pascha       5.00 
                      * The Nativity      5.00 

Scope and Sequence Chart      2.00 
Total Parish Education      6.00 
Build Your Own Church (Exterior)      9.00 
Build Your Own Iconostasis and Altar      9.00 
Build Your Own Bishop, Priest and Deacon      9.00 
The Children of Promise (Western Rite Catechism Book)      9.95 
The Parables (Archbishop Dmitri)      9.95 
Iconostasis (Pavel Florensky)    14.00 
Bible for Today’s Family    10.95 
Praise the Lord: A Christmas Workbook      3.00 
The Lenten Workbook      3.00 
Biblical and Liturgical Charts (Student)      3.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL

What’s Love Got to Do With It? Everything 7.00 
To Teach All Nations 7.00 
What Would You Do? Ethics Unit of 14 Lessons 7.00 
The Earth is the Lord’s 7.00 
God is Calling You 7.00 
The First 800 Years 7.00 
My Body, My Spirit 7.00 
The Work of Salvation 7.00 
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TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Getting Along With Parents $  7.00 
International Orthodoxy 7.00 
What’s Love Got to Do With It? Everything 7.00 
God is Calling You 7.00 
The Earth is the Lord’s 7.00 
Reaching Out: Our Call to Minister 7.00 

MATERIALS FOR YOUTH WORK 
Lifestyle Discipleship    12.00 
Holy Cross Society      5.00 
Reruns, Reruns      6.00 
Second Helpings 1      5.00 
Second Helpings 2      5.00 
Retreat & Study Guide      6.00 
Focus on You (6 Programs, 30 Sessions)    40.00 
Film and Values (Supplemental program to Focus on You)    10.00 
Him Again (Supplemental program to Focus on You)     12.00 
Youth Dynamics Cassette Leadership Training    25.00 
Sourcebook for Youth Work      7.00 
Challenge Questions on Orthodoxy A to Z for Students      9.95 
Sacred Symbols that Speak: A Study of the Major Symbols 
of the Orthodox Church    ~ Volume 1    14.95 

  ~ Volume 2    14.95 
The Story of Icons (Hallick)    14.95 
Bible for Little Hearts      9.99 
Child’s Garden of Bible Stories (Groll) 13.95 
My Bible Story Book (Fletcher)     10.99 
One Hundred Bible Stories       12.99 

ADULT STUDY TEXTS 
Second Time Around      6.00 
The Doctrine of Sanctification      8.00 
Christian Community      4.00 
Liturgy and Life (Schmemann)      7.00 
Inner Way (Allen)    14.95 
Pillars of the Church      6.00 
New Apostles of Christ      6.00 

MATERIALS FOR TEACHERS AND LIBRARIANS
Teaching Dynamics Cassette Teacher Training    25.00 
Teaching Dynamics Workbook      2.00 
Playing it up for Christmas (6 Christmas Plays)      9.00 
Children’s Literature      6.00 
Foundations for Christian Education    12.95 
Foundations for Christian Education (Cassettes)      7.00 
Reading and Parish Library Guide      3.50 
Intentional Parenting (Cassettes ~ By Dalack)    24.95 
The Growing Child in the Christian Home (Cassette)         7.00 

YOUNG CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
Christina Goes to Church      8.50 
You Are Special: An Alphabet Book for Children      8.50 
My Orthodox Counting Book      8.50 
Christina Learns the Sacraments    10.00 
Byzantine Coloring Books: 

                     * Volume 1 – Sunday Gospels      4.00 
                     * Volume 2 – Liturgical      4.00 
                     * Volume 3 – Feast Days      4.00 
                     * Volume 4 – Parables      4.00 

“Crayon” Icon Coloring Books: 
                     * The Miracles      5.00 
                     * Special Edition       5.00 

* The Old Testament      5.00 
                     * Journey to Pascha      5.00 
                     * The Nativity      5.00 

The Book of Jonah    13.95 
Celebrate the Earth, Psalm 104 13.95 
North Star, St. Herman of Alaska    15.95 
The Praises: Psalm 148    16.95 
Prepare O Bethlehem, The Feast of the Nativity    16.95 

SUB-TOTAL C
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JUNE 2007 ORDER FORM JUNE 2008
TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

YOUNG CHILDREN’S BOOKS
We Pray to God – A Prayer Book for Children $  2.00 
Bible for Kids      11.95 
Read and Learn Bible 14.99 
A Book About Jesus 8.95 

FAMILY ITEMS 
How About Advent      6.00 
Bible for Today’s Family    10.95 
The Biggest Birthday Party (Family Advent)      6.00 
Praise the Lord (Family Advent Workbook)      3.00 
The Mystery of Love (Cardinal Basil Hume)    13.95 
Preserve Them, O Lord – John Mack    14.95 
801 Questions Kids Ask About God with Answers from the Bible    12.99 
The Divine Liturgy – A Text for Students      2.95 
Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian Home    15.95 
The Great Bible Discovery: Discovering the Baby King (VHS)    12.99 
The Savior is Born (VHS)    12.99 
Contemplating Icons (VHS)    19.99 
The Bread of Life: Your Guide to Making Holy Bread (DVD) 15.00 
The Growing Child in the Christian Home (Cassettes ~ Boojamra)      7.00 
The Icon Book (Student)      8.00 
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00 
Encyclopedia of Major Saints and Fathers of the Orthodox 
Church (Eleftheriou)                       *Volume 1    14.95 

     *Volume 2    14.95 
Symbols of Church Seasons and Days - John Bradner 7.95 
Mom’s Devotional Bible    24.95 
Our Church and Our Children (Koulomzin)    16.00 

CATECHISM MATERIALS 
Faith and Science (Limited Availability)      5.95 
The Faith – Understanding Orthodox Christianity:
An Orthodox Catechism (Carlton)

   22.95 

The Way – What Every Protestant Should Know About the 
Orthodox Faith (Carlton) 

   22.95 

The Truth – What Every Roman Catholic Should Know About the 
Orthodox Church (Carlton) 

   22.95 

The Life – The Orthodox Doctrine of Salvation, An Orthodox 
Catechism (Carlton) 

22.95 

In Peace, Let Us Pray to the Lord. An Orthodox Interpretation of
the Gifts of the Spirit (Trader) 

   22.95 

Homeland of Your Heart’s Desire – The Orthodox Teachings on 
How to be Saved (Carlton) 

     9.95 

Orthodox Christians in America (Erickson)    28.00 
The Treasured Traditions and Customs of the Orthodox 
Churches (Hallick) 

   14.95 

The Orthodox Faith (Hopko): 
                * Volume 1 – Doctrine      9.00 
                * Volume 2 – Worship      9.00 
                * Volume 3 – Bible and Church History      9.00 
                * Volume 4 – Spirituality      9.00 
                * Complete Set (Volumes 1-4)    33.00 

Baptism (Lazor)      3.00 
The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Meyendorff)      2.00 
Holy Wednesday & Holy Thursday (VHS Tape)    29.95 
Great Friday & Resurrection (VHS Tape)    29.95 

                        ** Set of Both VHS Tapes     50.00 
Holy Matrimony (VHS Tape)    29.95 
Baptism & Chrismation (VHS Tape)    29.95 
An Orthodox Catechism of the Antiochian Archdiocese      4.00 
A Way of Life (Family Centered Activities)    16.00 
Studies in the Greek Church      7.00 
Renovation of the Heart (Dallas Willard)    24.99 
The Gospel for Real Life (Jerry Bridges)    19.00 
The Pursuit of Holiness (Jerry Bridges)    11.00 
The Pursuit of Holiness ~ Bible Study      6.00 
The Orthodox Companion (Abramtsov)      9.00 
Meeting the Orthodox (Hopko)      2.00 
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JUNE 2007 ORDER FORM JUNE 2008
TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

CATECHISM MATERIALS 
Orthodox Catholic Instruction Books: 

                * Book 1: Beginners’ Course  $  4.00 
                * Book 2: Primary Course      4.00 
                * Book 3: Junior Course      4.00 
                * Book 4: Intermediate Course      4.00 
                * Set of 4 Books     12.00 

Orthodox Christian Catechism 12.00 
The Orthodox Church (Ware)    16.00 
The Orthodox Way (Ware)    14.00 
Orthodox Study Bible – The New Testament & Psalms: 

                * Hardbound 30.95 
                * Softbound 24.95 
                * Bonded Leather Edition    39.95 
                * Genuine Leather Edition 50.95 
                * Thumb-indexing per Bible, add extra      6.00 

The Third Millennium Bible     36.00 
Coming Home (Gillquist)      8.95 
Becoming Orthodox (Gillquist)    14.95 
Welcome Home, A Journey to Antioch (DVD) 13.95 
Anglican/Orthodox Pilgrimage (Billerbeck)      4.50 
One Lord, One Faith  (Bakoyannis)      9.00 
Suffering & Salvation (Bakoyannis)    6.00 
Introducing the Orthodox Church (Coniaris)    16.95 
Intentional Parenting (Cassettes—Dalack)    24.95 

GENERAL SERVICE BOOKS 
The Divine & Holy Gospel Book  100.00 
The Liturgikon: Book of Divine Services for the Priest & Deacon    50.00 
Service Book of the Archdiocese    13.00 
Divine Prayers and Services (Nassar)    25.00 
Service Book of the Orthodox Church (Hapgood)    23.00 
Western Rite Service Book    23.00 
The Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity      9.00 
The Funeral Service Book      9.00 
The Pocket Prayer Book—Paperback      4.00 
The Pocket Prayer Book—Red Vinyl ~ or ~ Black Vinyl      5.00 
Antiochian Village Camp Music Service Book    12.00 
Psalm Verses of the Orthodox Church    20.00 
Old & New Testament—English    15.00 

SPECIAL SERVICE BOOKS 
Evening Divine Liturgies—Phase I  (10 Volumes)    30.00 
Evening Divine Liturgies—Phase II (12 Volumes)    35.00 
Individual Copies for Christmas      3.00 
Individual Copies for Epiphany      3.00 
The Office of the Typika      4.00 
My Daily Orthodox Prayer Book      8.95 
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael—Hardcover     15.00 
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael—Softbound    12.00 
Supplication Service to Our Father Among the Saints Raphael      5.00 
The Complete Service of St. Raphael—Audio CD    15.00 
Service of Chrismation of Converts into the Orthodox Faith       2.50 

LENTEN SERVICE BOOKS 
The Service of Holy Unction       4.00 
The Little Compline & Akathist Hymn       4.00 
9TH Hour Typika and the Presanctified Liturgy—Music Book     12.00 
Now the Powers of Heaven—CD of the Presanctified Liturgy     18.00 
The Presanctified Liturgy of St. Gregory—Textbook Only      7.00 
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great—Pastor’s Text      4.00 
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great—Layman’s Text      3.00 
Services of Great & Holy Week and Pascha—Fr. John Winfrey
NEW 2007 EDITION  

25.00 
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JUNE 2007 ORDER FORM JUNE 2008
TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

BILINGUAL SERVICE BOOKS (ENGLISH / ARABIC) 
The Divine Liturgy for the Pews     $  8.00 
The Little Compline with the Akathist Hymn      7.00 
The Funeral Service for Lay People      7.00 
The Funeral Service for a Bishop or Priest      7.00 
New International Version: New Testament—English/Arabic 10.00 
New International Version: Bible / Hardcover—English/Arabic    22.00 

ARABIC SERVICE BOOKS 
The Arabic Service Book (Kassab)    50.00 
The Small Arabic Service Book: Beirut Archdiocese    15.00 
The Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Black Vinyl)    12.00 
The Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Hardcover)    20.00 
The Great Euchologion (Hawaweeny—Arabic)    20.00 
The Small Euchologion with the Service of Holy Unction    15.00 
The Divine and Holy Gospel Book (Arabic—For Altar Use)  100.00 
Services of Holy Week & Pascha (Beirut Archdiocese—Arabic)    25.00 
The Gospels and Epistles—Arabic Orthodox Lectionary    15.00 
The Service of Holy and Great Pascha (Arabic)      5.00 
The Little Compline & Akathist Hymn (Arabic)      4.00 
The Life Application Bible (Hardcover—Arabic Study Bible)    22.00 
NIV Old & New Testament (Arabic Bible)    15.00 

MUSIC BOOKS:
BYZANTINE MUSIC PROJECTS (BY BASIL KAZAN) 

Byzantine Project # 1: VESPERS    25.00 
Byzantine Project # 2: MATINS    30.00 
Byzantine Project # 3: HOLY WEEK (2 Volumes)    45.00 
Byzantine Project # 4: PENTECOSTARION (3 Volumes)    60.00 
Byzantine Project # 5: TRIODION (2 Volumes)    45.00 

DIVINE LITURGY MUSIC BOOKS/SHEETS 
The Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity      9.00 
Tchaikovsky Divine Liturgy (Meena)      5.00 
Three Divine Liturgies (Hilko)      5.00 
Hymns of Praise: Troparia & Kontakia (Meena) 5.00 
Divine Liturgy (Abboud)      2.00 

OTHER MUSIC BOOKS
Hymns from the Festal Menaion, Karam-George      5.00 
Orthodox Hymns in English      5.00 
Great Friday Service of Lamentations (George)      5.00 
The Resurrection Service (George)      5.00 
The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Meena)      3.00 
Vespers (Abboud)      3.00 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 
The Date of Easter (Abboud)      1.00 
A Brief History of the Patriarchate of Antioch      1.00 
Guide to Monasteries of the Patriarchate of Antioch      1.00 
A History of the Orthodox Church in America, 1917-1934      12.95 
Lebanon: Twenty Poems for One Love (Tueni)      9.95 
History & Rituals of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch     15.00 
Christians in the Holy Land (Michael Prior & William Taylor)     16.95 
Dying in the Land of Promise (Donald Wagner)     16.95 
Orthodox Lent, Holy Week & Easter (Hugh Wybrew)    10.95 
Beyond the Walls: Churches of Jerusalem (Aviva Baram)    14.95 
Jerusalem Easy Walks (Aviva Baram)    22.95 
The Priest’s Guide: Constitutions & Bylaws      6.00 
Altar Server’s Guide      5.00 
A Beginner’s Guide to Prayer (Keiser)     10.95 
Beginning to Pray (Anthony Bloom)      9.95 
The Art of Prayer (Arabic—Adnan Tarabulsi)    15.00 
On Prayer (Archimandrite Sophrony)    15.00 
Scripture Readings in Orthodox Worship—Georges A. Barrois 15.00 
If We Confess Our Sins (Hopko)      4.00 
Confession – Met. Anthony Khrapovitsky      9.95 
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JUNE 2007 ORDER FORM JUNE 2008
TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS
Partakers of Divine Nature (Archimandrite Stavropoulos)  $  12.95 
Let Us Commit Ourselves (Coniaris)      9.95 
Liturgy and Life (Schmemann)     7.00 
Of Water and the Spirit (Schmemann)    14.00 
Understanding the Orthodox Liturgy (Najim)    14.00 
Harvest of Antioch—Lives of Antiochian Saints      4.00 
ANTIOCH: Incarnational Theology & Ministry (Allen/Najim) 12.00 
St. John Chrysostom—On the Priesthood 15.00 
St. John Chrysostom—On Wealth & Poverty 15.00 
St. John Chrysostom—On Marriage & Family Life        13.00 
St. John of Damascus—On the Divine Images      14.95 
The Apostolic Fathers (Sparks)    14.95 
Poets & Hymnographers of the Church      6.00 
We Praise God (Tarasar)      2.00 
Out of the Depths (Saliba/Allen)    10.95 
Mystery of the Incarnation (Cardinal B. Hume)    13.95 
Mystery of the Cross (Cardinal B. Hume)    12.95 
Mystery of Fidelity (Allen)      6.95 
Orthodox Synthesis (Allen)    16.00 
The Church & Social Reform (Boojamra)    20.00 
A Light from the East (Michael O’Carroll) 16.00 
The Faith We Hold (Archbishop PAUL, Finland) 11.00 
Feed My Sheep (Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba) 12.00 
Inner Way (Allen) 14.95 
The New Oxford Annotated RSV Bible with the Apocrypha    39.99 
Metropolitan PHILIP: His Life & His Dreams (Softbound)       5.00 
Metropolitan PHILIP: His Life & His Dreams (Hardbound)     10.00 
Metropolitan PHILIP: And He Leads Them (Softbound)    20.00 
Metropolitan PHILIP: Ordained for Men—40TH Anniversary Book 27.00 
The First 100 Years—A Centennial Anthology    20.00 
The Centennial Jewelry Box (1895-1995 AOCA)    25.00 
Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre (Hawaweeny ~ Arabic)       6.95 
Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre (Najim ~ English)      6.95 
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael (Softbound)    12.00 
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael (Hardbound)    15.00 
The Ministry of the Church (Allen)    14.95 
Twenty Parables of Our Lord      4.00 
The Parables (Archbishop Dmitri) 13.00 
The Miracles of Christ (Archbishop Dmitri)      13.00 
Jesus, Politics and the Church (Tony Nassif)    13.00 
Christmas Poems (John Hollander)    13.95 
Emigration from Syria and Lebanon (Najib Saliba)    12.00 
A New Era Begins: Proceedings of the 1994 SCOBA Meeting      7.95 

PERIODICALS, CASSETTES, CD’s, & ICONS 
The Word Magazine (USA & Canada ~ Annually)    20.00 
The Word Magazine (Overseas ~ Annually)    26.00 
The Word Magazine (Individual Copies)      3.00 
Joy of the Soul (Metropolitan PHILIP) Audio CD 10.00 
Joy of the Soul (Metropolitan PHILIP) Audio Cassette       5.00 
Bless the Lord O My Soul (English-2 Cassettes-Bitar) 18.00 
God is With Us (English-Cassette-Bitar)     10.00 
Orthodox Byzantine Hymns (Arabic-Cassette-Bitar)     10.00 
Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Bitar ~ CD)    15.00 
Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Bitar ~ Cassette)    10.00 
Christ is Born: Music for the Nativity of Christ (Cassette)     12.00 
The Complete Service of St. Raphael – Audio CD    15.00 
Now the Powers of Heaven—Presanctified Liturgy CD    18.00 
Antiochian Village CD    10.00 
Antiochian Village Cassette    10.00 
It is Truly Meet: Byzantine Chant: Arabic & English CD    15.00 
Chants from Balamand—Audio CD    16.95 
Orthodox Male Choir of Beirut: Byzantine Chants in Arabic CD 15.00 
Orthodox Male Choir of Beirut: Paschal Hymns in Arabic CD 15.00 
First Fruits: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00 
Thy Passion: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00 
Mystical Supper: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00 
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JUNE 2007 ORDER FORM JUNE 2008
TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

PERIODICALS & AUDIO/VISUAL MATERIALS
ICON: Synaxis of the Great Saints of Antioch (11.5” x 15.5”) 25.00 
ICON: Life of Saint Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (7” x 9.75”) 15.00 
ICON: Saint Raphael Bishop of Brooklyn/Bust—Small (4” x 6”) 8.00 
ICON: Saint Raphael Bishop of Brooklyn/Bust—Large (8” x 12”) 20.00 
ICON: Saint Raphael of Brooklyn/Standing—Small (4” x 5.25”) 7.00 
ICON: Saint Raphael of Brooklyn/Standing—Large (8.75”x11.75”) 18.00 
ICON: Saint Romanos the Melodist (Icon Card: 6” x 7”) 1.50 
Intentional Parenting (Dalack Lectures / 5 Cassettes)    24.95 
Divine Liturgy Video (Holy Trinity Cathedral, NY)    29.95 
Centennial Musical Video (1895-1995 AOCA ~ VHS Tape)    30.00 
The Great Bible Discovery: Discovering the Baby King (VHS)      12.99 
The Savior is Born (VHS Tape)    12.99 
Contemplating Icons (VHS Tape)    19.99 
Holy Matrimony (VHS Tape)    29.95 
Baptism & Chrismation (VHS Tape)    29.95 
Holy Wednesday & Holy Thursday    (VHS Tape)    29.95 
Great Friday & Resurrection Service (VHS Tape)    29.95 

*** Both Holy Week VHS Tapes    50.00 
The Ancient Church—DVD or VHS Tape    15.00 
The Bread of Life: Your Guide to Making Holy Bread (DVD) 15.00 

SUB-TOTAL H 

INSTRUCTIONS & TERMS

1. Payment MUST accompany all orders—Sorry, no COD’s, Billings, or Credit Cards. 
2. Make your check or money order payable to the Antiochian Archdiocese, in US funds. 
3. Use this form by completing the first two columns.  Keep a copy for your own records. 
4. Please see guidelines below for Shipping & Handling charges.
5. For questions or information, please contact our office at 201-871-1355.

Payment Information and Shipping & Handling within the U.S.§

Total of Order 
Shipping & Handling: Add 10% 

Please add $2.00 if  your total order is under $20
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

$
$
$
$

§Due to the constantly changing Air Mail postage rates to Canada and Overseas,
please contact us prior to placing your Purchase Order. Thank you! 

SHIPPING INFORMATION

Your Name: 

Your Address: 

Send all orders to: 
Antiochian Archdiocese - Publications Department 

P.O. Box 5238 
358 Mountain Road, Englewood, NJ  07631 
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Pictured from left to right are: Paul Finley, Very Rev. Anthony Yazge, Robert Laham,
Bishop ANTOUN, Metropolitan PHILIP, George Farha, Peter Dacales, George Nassor and
Edward Assile.

The Archdiocese Department of
Finance held its annual budget meeting
on Wednesday, April 18, 2007 at the
Archdiocese Headquarters in
Englewood, NJ.

The main order of business was the
development of the Archdiocese budget
for the Fiscal Year 2009 (February 1,
2008 through January 31, 2009).

This budget was successfully devel-
oped by the members of the
Department, and it will be submitted to
the Archdiocese Board of Trustees for
approval at their June meeting. The final
step will be to submit the budget to the
General Assembly of the Convention in
Montreal for final approval.

Meeting of the Archdiocese 
Department of Finance April 18, 2007
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Throughout late February and March,
2007, 104 college students chose to serve
the poor, orphaned and those in need on
their spring break, as an alternative to the
traditional “sun and fun” breaks that col-
lege students normally choose. Orthodox
Christian Fellowship’s (OCF) Real Break
program held twelve trips and served
eight different locations this year. Real
Break provides an opportunity for college
students to actively engage in life-chang-
ing experiences and to orient their lives
towards Christ.

Joanne, a freshman at the University
of Michigan, went on a Real Break to St.
John the Compassionate Mission in
Toronto and shared, “Putting faces and
personalities to some of Toronto’s home-
less has had a big impact on me. Hearing
stories, doing a tangible project that
improved the Mission, and then coming
back together as a group and having
incredible discussions is like putting the
puzzle together of what a true Christian
life should be like.” Joanne and her group
served the Mission by befriending the
homeless, completing much-needed
maintenance on the facilities and wor-
shiping with the parish on a daily basis.

In addition to the group who traveled

to St. John the Compassionate Mission in
Toronto, Real Break teams served Hogar
Rafael Ayau Orphanage in Guatemala
(two groups), Project Mexico and St.
Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico
(three groups), Raphael House in San
Francisco, CA, Holy Monastery of the
Twelve Apostles in Greece, San Cristobal
Orphanage in San Salvador, El Salvador,
and Jackie’s House in Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic. Orthodox Christian
students participating in Real Break also
joined hundreds of other volunteers from
throughout North America as part of
International Orthodox Christian
Charities’ (IOCC) “Volunteers in the
Gulf,” to help those in New Orleans area
who are still recovering from the devas-
tating hurricanes of 2005.

Real Break’s intense daily schedule
creates opportunities for each participant
to reflect on his or her relationship with
Christ. The majority of participants admit
they sign up for Real Break with the
intent of serving and giving to others, but
the time spent loving their brothers and
sisters in Christ has a very different effect
than expected. Each student receives
more than what he gives; they receive a
life-transforming experience. Jamie, a

Orthodox Christian Fellowship

Twelve Real Breaks, Eight Locations, 104
Students and ONE focus — Christ

St. John the Compassionate
Mission, Toronto
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freshman at Gonzaga University in
Spokane, WA, was clearly impacted on
the Real Break to Jackie’s House in the
Dominican Republic at one specific
moment. “The most memorable and
important moment of the trip was when
we left Jackie’s House for the last time.
The whole week, I felt like they (the chil-
dren) had shown and given me so much.
As we left, everyone, including the chil-
dren, were bawling. It showed me how
much we meant to them, and that meant
the world to me.”

The 104 students who participated in
Real Break this year brought the total
number of participants over the eight
years of Real Break to more than 620.
The amazing growth of this program is a
testimony to the fact that college students
thirst for outreach opportunities in col-
lege in order to maintain and deepen their
relationship with Christ.

OCF humbly asks each Orthodox
Christian to continue to offer prayers and
support for this crucial and growing col-
lege ministry.

IOCC Gulf Coast Relief II

Jackie’s House, Dominican Republic

Plan to Join His Grace Bishop Mark at the

60th Annual Midwest Parish Life Conference
June 27 – July 1, 2007

St. Andrew Antiochian Orthodox Church
Lexington, KY - Heart of the Bluegrass Region

For details see our web site.
http://www.standrewlexington.org

Located at Marriott’s fabulous Griffin Gate Resort
for just $94/night!  Reservation code: SAPSAPA

http://www.griffingatemarriott.com

The Visit of Archbishop Theodosius “Atallah” Hanna to the U.S.

Archbishop THEODOSIOS “Atallah” Hanna, Archbishop of Sevastia, from the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, is visiting the U.S. and is a guest of His Eminence Metropolitan
PHILIP at the Archdiocese Headquarters in Englewood, NJ. The visit of Archbishop THEO-
DOSIOS has included attendance at the 20th Anniversary banquet for the Palestinian
Heritage Foundation, which was held on Sunday, April 15 and attended by more than 400
guests. On that same Sunday, His Eminence celebrated the Divine Liturgy at St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church of Little Falls, NJ. He has also visited the homes of several
Palestinian families in this country, and has had an opportunity to meet with people from
his village of Rameh in Galilee. The photo was taken on Tuesday, April 17 at the Archdiocese
headquarters, with the members of the Ordination Review Board, who happened to be meet-
ing on that day. In the photo, from left to right are Very Rev. Thomas Zain, Bishop ANTOUN,
Metropolitan PHILIP, Archbishop THEODOSIOS, and Very Rev. Elias Bitar.
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St. Elias Cathedral, Ottawa, Ontario

“Building Up the Body of Christ,
Until We all come to the Unity of the

Faith” (Ephesians 4:12-13)
This year our Church School decid-

ed to embrace the 2007 Festival
Theme with a group project that
involved the entire Church School

working together to
build our very own
“St. Elias Cathedral.”

Each class was
assigned a different
section of the
Church to be built,

not only a building but displaying the
REAL Church as the people. The
Kindergarten 4 and Kindergarten 5
classes were responsible for the foun-
dation, each child forming a rock with
their family name on it — families are
the foundation of the Church. Grade 1
painted the steps, each child placing

their footprint
leading to the front
door. Each and
every person can
make a difference
using their special
“gifts of the Holy
Spirit.” Grades 2
and 3 made beauti-
ful stained glass
windows, proving
that “many hands
can accomplish
much.” Grade 4
carefully placed
jewels on a Chalice
to adorn the entry
way. “Christ is the
Head of the
Church and we can
attain Christ
through the
Eucharist.” Grade
5 had the enor-
mous job of mak-
ing all the bricks
r e p r e s e n t i n g
everyone from our
Bishop ALEXAN-
DER to the stu-
dents, every
Organization with-
in the Church and
even our own pan-
Orthodox sister

Churches. Of course, all the Saints and
Angels were there too! The bricks
were decorated with Icons, crosses,
etc. Grade 6 beautifully painted two
Icons of St. Peter and St. Paul to place
on either side of the doorway. Grades
7 and 8 painstakingly prepared an
Icon of Jesus Christ to be the focal
point of the Church centered above
the doorway. The Teen class dressed
the dome in gold foil and printed the
Festival theme across it.

The Sunday after the Church display
was assembled, the students were very
excited to have Father Ghattas come
to bless both the display and the hands
that built it!

It stands in our hallway as a witness
to the student’s efforts and their com-
prehension of the 2007 Festival theme.

New Mission in Warrenton, Virginia

On Friday, March 30 His Grace
Bishop THOMAS received a congrega-
tion of forty-five people into the
Orthodox Church at a Chrismation
Service held in Warrenton, Virginia.
Joining Bishop THOMAS in the
Chrismation Service were Fr. Nicholas
Alford of St. Gregory the Great,
Washington, DC, Fr. Alban Waggener
of Holy Trinity of Lynchburg, VA, Fr.
Gregory McGregor of Saint Basil the
Great, Poquoson, VA, and Fr. Gregory
Matthews-Greene of Holy Cross in
Linthicum, MD. Other Orthodox cler-
gy as well as many other clergy were
in attendance. Besides the Orthodox
faithful, there were many from the
community who came, bringing the
attendance to over 150 people.

Bishop THOMAS presided over the
liturgy and admonished the new con-
verts that upon receiving the Holy
Spirit and being brought into the
Church they were given the gift to be
perfect as their Father in heaven is
perfect. As the four priests anointed
the catechumens with Holy Chrism,

Communities 
in Action
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the Bishop loudly chanted, “The seal
of the gift of the Holy Spirit!” Again
and again the congregation shouted in
joyful acclamation, “Seal!” With so
many catechumens, this went on for
some time, until the large church
reverberated with the sound of new
life. The choirs of St. Gregory the
Great and Holy Trinity led the congre-
gation in ancient and beautiful
Gregorian chants and Fr. Alford cele-
brated the Divine Liturgy. Most in
attendance stayed for the reception
following, where gifts and blessings
were exchanged over a Lenten meal.

The new mission, named St. Patrick,
is made up of former laity and several
clergy from the Charismatic Episcopal
Church (CEC). Their search, as well
as a long history of interest in the
Antiochian Orthodox Church, led
them to visit the clergy conference at
the Antiochian Village last summer.
Bishop THOMAS began to explore
with them the possibility of beginning
an Orthodox mission and visited them
last fall. Fr. Nicholas Alford of St.
Gregory the Great Orthodox Church
in Washington, DC was asked to hold
catechism classes for the group.
Subdeacon Jerome Chiles has helped
with liturgical training.

On the last Sunday in September,

2006, the congregation started meet-
ing in the basement of the pastor,
Patrick Cardine, formerly a priest in
the Charismatic Episcopal Church.
Catechism classes started that Sunday
as well. They soon found that this
space was too small and Christ
Church (Anglican) graciously allowed
them to use their sanctuary on
Sundays. The mission has now
acquired their own space and began
holding services in the newly remod-
eled facility on Palm Sunday, with Fr.
Nicholas Alford celebrating the Divine
Liturgy. The men of the church spent
many hours turning a meeting hall

into an Orthodox church.
The new mission is a part of the

Western Rite Vicariate of the
Antiochian Orthodox Church. The
Western Rite is recognized by all the
Orthodox Patriarchates and is based
on the liturgies of the western Church
in use before the year 1000. The
Western Rite has grown by four new
missions this past year, and the mis-
sion in Warrenton is the first of sever-
al CEC congregations coming into the
Church. As far as they know, this is the
first Orthodox Church in Warrenton,
one of the fastest growing cities in VA.
The new mission is strongly commit-
ted to being a vibrant witness of the
Orthodox faith to their community.
The congregation is made up of sen-
iors, young couples, families and
many children. The new mission
already has a dynamic youth group
underway that looks forward to
becoming active in the community
and Archdiocese.

The congregation is most grateful to
all of those who have supported them
in their journey, especially Sayedna
THOMAS and Fr. Alford for their gra-
cious ministry and care. To find out
more about the new mission contact
Patrick Cardine at: 703-819-0093 or
pcardine@cardinestudios.com.

Bp. THOMAS, Fr. Nicholas Alford and the congregation of St. Patrick Mission in Warrenton, VA

Catechumens are chrismated as Bishop THOMAS proclaims “Seal!”
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St. George, Orlando, FL

On Friday, March 9th, 2007 the
community of St. George in Orlando
welcomed for the first time to our
parish the Bishop of Miami and the
Southeast, His Grace Bishop
ANTOUN. While this was not the first
time that His Grace graced our com-
munity with his presence, it was the
first time he was with us as the new
Bishop of Miami and the Southeast.
His Grace was accompanied to
Orlando by Archdeacon Joseph Harb
of West Palm Beach, Florida. The
weekly Lenten covered dish supper
held in the Mama Alyce Hamatie
Fellowship Hall was well attended and
all enjoyed the time spent with His
Grace and Archdeacon Joseph.
Following the dinner we had the 3rd
Madeah Service in the Sanctuary, then
coffee and refreshments in the Church
Hall.

On Saturday, March 10th Sayidna
had an afternoon get-together with
some of the young people of the
Parish which was followed by Great
Vespers. After Great Vespers, Sayidna
had dinner with the Parish Council of
St. George’s. Sunday, March 11th was
a very special day for all of us. In addi-
tion to the beautiful Hierarchical

Divine Liturgy, we also had the honor
of witnessing the ordination of
Deacon Ernesto Obregon to the Holy
Priesthood by His Grace. Fr. John E.
Hamatie, Pastor of St. George, along
with Archdeacon Joseph led Deacon
Ernesto around the Holy Altar three
times as the Deacon prayed upon the
coming laying on of hands by the
Bishop and the receiving of the Grace
Divine to the Holy Office of Priest.
Following this beautiful Liturgy, His
Grace announced that Father Ernesto
would be going in a few months to
become the new pastor of St. Antony
the Great Mission in Palm Bay,
Florida. In attendance at the Liturgy
was not only the present Pastor of St.
Antony’s, the Rt. Rev. Archimandrite
Paul Moses, but also members of the
mission. At the conclusion of
Sayidna’s homily, six people were
inducted into the Order of St. Ignatius
of Antioch: Mr. George Kousiry, Life-
Member, Mrs. Nadia Gedoun, Dame,
Mr. Todd Harding, Knight, Mr. Thomas
G. Maillis, Knight, Mrs. Cindy
Rappold, Dame, and Ms. Suzanne
Tyndall, Dame. Following the Divine
Liturgy a beautiful Lenten luncheon
was held in the Fellowship Hall of the
Church, at which His Grace spoke of
the mission of Fr. Ernesto and thanked

the community of St. George for their
gracious hospitality extended to all.
Fr. John then made a presentation to
His Grace of a large, beautifully
framed picture of Sayidna, to be
placed eventually in the hoped-for new
chancery of the Diocese. In addition,
Fr. John informed all present that the
parish last summer made a pledge to
raise $5,000.00 towards the purchase
of the new chancery, and then pre-
sented a check for $1,000.00 to His
Grace for the first year’s portion of the
five-year pledge. That evening, Mr.
Kousiry hosted His Grace, Fr. John,
Khouriye Monique, Archdeacon
Joseph and some members of St.
George’s at dinner at the Brio
Restaurant in Winter Park, Florida. As
the weekend drew to a close, all of us
were looking forward to seeing His
Grace and many of our Diocesan
brothers and sisters in Christ at the
upcoming Parish Life Conference
being held in June in Orlando.

Nell Audi Atty

Nell Audi Atty, an Orthodox Christian
and member of St. Mary’s Antiochian
Orthodox Church in Wilkes-Barre, PA,
turned 100 on April 3, 2007. She cur-
rently lives in Lancaster, PA and is vis-
ited regularly by Father Peter Pier from
St. John Chrysostom Orthodox Church
in York, PA.

Nell Audi Atty was the fifth of eight
children born to Lebanese immigrant
parents, John and Catherine Audi, in
Wilkes-Barre, PA. The children were
Ann Charles, Jean Audi, George
(Duck) Audi, Barbara Audi, Nell Atty,
Kay Audi, Lillian (Honey) Audi, and
Margaret (Guy) Solomon.

She was baptized by Reverend
Michael Saba and her Godmother was
Aunt Mame, wife of Uncle John Saba.
There was a community of Lebanese
Orthodox that lived near each other in
the area of High Street. These wereBishop ANTOUN with new members of the Order of St. Ignatius at St. George, Orlando, FL
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the people that organized and built a
church in Wilkes-Barre. Church was
important and attended regularly, and
Nell and her brother and sisters
attended Arabic School. The church
became the center of family social
activities.

The Audi household at 204 High
Street was the center of activity for
friends and relatives. There were
always wonderful Lebanese meals,
conversation and singing in English
and Arabic, and wonderful gestures of
hospitality. Nell’s parents had a small
store, her mother peddled fine goods
to the wealthy and later her father
opened a shoe repair shop.

Nell was a family girl but had an
independent flair. She and her brother
and sisters always seemed to have a
part-time job. She tells me school was
only 1/2 day, so they would work the
other part of the day. After high school
graduation she went to Wilkes-Barre
Business School, was the 2nd girl in
Wilkes-Barre to drive a car, and drove
her mother to Nebraska to visit rela-
tives. She later opened her own dress
shop, “Nell’s Shop,” and frequently
traveled to New York to buy clothes
for her shop.

In those days the Orthodox church-
es had summer picnics and traveling

ball teams and that’s how she met Jim
Atty. She and some of her sisters went
to Johnstown to visit relatives, Abe
and Freida Audi, and went to a church
picnic. Later, Jim was on a ball team
that went to Wilkes-Barre and they
saw each other two more times.

In 1943 he called and asked Nell to
marry him. It was wartime and they
married and lived in San Antonio,
Texas. After the war they settled in the
Johnstown area and raised their two
daughters. At that time they attended
St. Mary’s Orthodox Church in
Cambria City.

Jim was a teacher in Johnstown, and
a guidance counselor in Everett. He
graduated from the University of
Pittsburgh with a Ph.D. in Guidance
and Psychology. In 1963 he became a
professor at Millersville University in
Lancaster, PA, and the family moved
to Lancaster.

The Atty home was always open to
friends and family and Nell became an
outstanding cook, housekeeper, wife
and mother. Jim and Nell always took
time to visit their families in
Johnstown and Wilkes-Barre for holi-
days and special family events. Jim
died in September of 1976 and Nell
has been a widow since that time.

Both daughters became educators
and live in Lancaster, PA. Patricia May,
Ed.D. is married to Stanley May and
Charlyne is married to Duane Holder.
Nell has two grandchildren, Tina, mar-
ried to Dr. Jeffrey Musser, now living
in the Tacoma, Washington area and
Todd, married to Lisa Stafford, living
in Lancaster. Then she has another
generation of five wonderful great
grand-children.

For the last seven years Nell has lived
with her daughter Patty in Lancaster.
Father Peter Pier comes to visit month-
ly and we have wonderful chats about
the past, about God and recently about
the future. Nell has trouble with her
recent memory but vividly remembers

the past. Each day we talk about
Wilkes-Barre, her family and friends,
who’s living and not living, and her
wonderful memories. She remembers
her life, relatives and friends with true
affection and happiness.

Nell has always seemed happy and
content with her life and counts her
blessings each day. She has always had
a strong belief in God, and trusted her
life to God. To her, LIFE HAS BEEN
GOOD! We write this article as a living
tribute to a life well-lived.
Congratulations to Nell on her 100th
birthday!

Our Lady of Regla Church
Consecrated in Miami

After a quarter of a century of min-
istry in the heart of Miami’s Little
Havana district, the Ermita de Regla
or Shrine of Regla was consecrated on
Sunday, 18th of February, 2007.

The Shrine of Our Lady of Regla
began in 1982 as a Hispanic Mission
of the Cathedral of Saint George in
Coral Gables. Led by its founder, the
Very Rev. Canon Michael F. Lobo, the
community moved to its present loca-
tion in 1984. The Shrine ministers in
both Spanish language and the cultur-
al forms of its largely Hispanic con-
gregation, and follows the Antiochian
Western Rite.

The Shrine of Regla is dedicated to
the wonder-working image of Our
Lady of Regla, one of the historic
“Black Virgins” of Western
Christianity. The church’s patron
image, which is also the Patroness of
Little Havana, originated in fourth
century North Africa, in the Oratory of
Saint Augustine. From there it migrat-
ed to southern Spain, and eventually
to Cuba and south Florida. The Shrine
was a beloved pilgrimage site of the
late Cuban cultural icon Celia Cruz.

The Shrine of Our Lady of Regla was
consecrated with the ancient rites of

Nell Audi Atty
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Orthodoxy by His Grace Bishop
ANTOUN of Miami and the Southeast.
Highlights of the moving consecration
service, conducted in both English
and Spanish, included the anointing of
the Holy Altar and the walls of the
church with the fragrant oil of Chrism,
whose many component essences rep-
resent the many gifts of the Holy and
Live-giving Spirit.

Immediately following the rite of
consecration, the Shrine’s founder, the
Very Rev. Canon Michael F. Lobo, cel-

ebrated the Divine Liturgy of Saint
Gregory, assisted by the Greek
Orthodox Rev. Dr. Elias Bouboutsis
and the Russian Orthodox  Subdeacon
Samuel Diaz. The whole event was a
very memorable day indeed in the life
of our community. 

The Orthodox
World

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS: A
COLLOQUIUM ON ORTHODOXY

FOR ANGLICANS

One hundred Anglican,
Protestant and Orthodox clergy
and laity attended “Faith of Our
Fathers: A Colloquium on
Orthodoxy for Anglicans” January
29-30 in Detroit, MI, sponsored by
St. Andrew House Center for
Orthodox Christian Studies.

The colloquium was designed to
explain Orthodox Christianity to
U.S. Episcopalians and Canadian
Anglicans. It was held at St. Paul of
the Cross Passionist Retreat
Center, located next to St. Andrew
House in northwestern Detroit.

Attendees came from as far
away as Bar Harbor, Maine;
Denver, CO; Lakeland, FL, and
Toronto, ONT. In addition to
Anglicans, there were Lutheran
and other Protestant ministers and
an Old Catholic priest.

Orthodox attendees included
members of the laity, monastics,
parish priests, seminary profes-
sors and four hierarchs: Arch-
bishop Nathaniel, founder and
president of St. Andrew House;
the Rt. Rev. Nikon, Bishop of
Boston, New England and the
Albanian Archdiocese, and the Rt.
Rev. Tikhon, Bishop of Phila-
delphia and Eastern Pennsylvania,
both of the Orthodox Church in
America; and the Rt. Rev. Mark,
Bishop of Toledo and the Diocese
of the Midwest of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America.

Archbishop Nathaniel delivered
the key address on the historical
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IOCC RECEIVES $5.16 MILLION FOR
LEBANON DEVELOPMENT

U.S. Government Grants Target
Most War-Ravaged and

Marginalized Areas with Aid for
Villages, Schools, Farms, and Small

Businesses
Beirut (IOCC) — International

Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
has received two grants from the
United States Government to signifi-
cantly expand its ongoing work to help
Lebanon recover from the war. A grant
of $3.46 million has been awarded to
IOCC by the United Stages Agency for
International Development (USAID)
for the repair and development of 154
public schools in southern Lebanon,
the Beqaa valley, and Mount Lebanon.
A $1.7 million extension grant from
the U.S. Government’s Office of
Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA)
will expand IOCC’s current program to
help returnees rebuild their lives in
southern Lebanon and southern
Beirut.

IOCC, which has been operational in
Lebanon since 2001 with a school
feeding and nutrition program, will be
able to draw on its extensive network
of cooperation between public schools,
municipalities and churches to launch
its new initiative for Lebanon’s public
schools. IOCC’s two-year USAID-fund-
ed program will benefit 90,000 public
school students (about 37% of
Lebanon’s total public school popula-
tion) with repairs to sanitary facilities,
new equipment and furniture, labora-
tory supplies for science instruction,
and new computer labs with internet
access.

“Throughout this crisis, IOCC’s work
has been distinguished for delivering
quality aid that meets the highest
humanitarian aid standards,” says His

Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, the
primate of the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America and a member of the Standing
Conference of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), the
organization that founded IOCC.

IOCC’s school development pro-
gram will also improve the learning
environment by training students and
parents on the importance of health
and nutrition through educational
materials and the creation of parent
associations. “Children from low-
income families represent a significant
percentage of public school enroll-
ments in Lebanon,” says IOCC
Director of Operations Matthew Parry.
“Especially in the immediate aftermath
of an armed conflict, children require
special protection and care, over and
above what the family and extended
family can normally provide,” he
added.

The $1.7 million grant will extend
IOCC’s current $2 million OFDA-fund-
ed program to help returnees in 64
towns and villages located south of the
Litani River, the area that is closest to
the Israeli border and that suffered the
most damage during last July’s war.
Assistance will also be focused on the
heavily destroyed areas of southern
Beirut. The original program is assist-
ing an estimated 2,500 vulnerable fam-
ilies including families of victims, peo-
ple with disabilities, families caring for
orphans and elderly people living
alone. IOCC is also repairing 23
schools and installing water systems in
30 villages.

relationship between the Orthodox
Church and the Anglican Communion,
including the involvement of the royal
families of Britain and Romania dur-
ing the past century.

Other colloquium speakers included
the Rev. Dr. Hieromonk Calinic Berger
of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological
Seminary, Crestwood, NY; the Rev.
John W. Fenton of Holy Incarnation
Orthodox Mission (Western Rite),
Taylor, MI; the Rev. James Stephen
Freeman of St. Anne Orthodox
Church, Oak Ridge, TN; the Very Rev.
Gregory and Khouria Frederica
Mathewes-Green of Holy Cross
Orthodox Church, Linthicum, MD; the
Very Rev. William Olnhausen of St.
Nicholas Orthodox Church, Cedar-
burg, WI; the Rev. John E. Parker III of
Holy Ascension Orthodox Church,
Mount Pleasant, SC; the Very Rev.
Patrick Henry Reardon of All Saints
Orthodox Church, Chicago; and the
Rev. Alban Waggener Holy Trinity
Orthodox Mission (Western Rite),
Lynchburg, VA.

Topics included theology, liturgy
(including the Western Rites author-
ized by the Antiochian Archdiocese),
culture and tradition, and practical
considerations for prospective con-
certs to Orthodoxy.

Ancient Faith Radio, the on-line
Orthodox radio station (www.ancient-
faithradio.com), recorded all colloqui-
um sessions. The recordings can be
listened to or downloaded free of
charge from its web-site or that of St.
Andrew House at www.orthodoxde-
troit.com.

St. Andrew House Center for
Orthodox Christian Studies was
founded in 2001. Its mission is to pro-
mote the Orthodox Christian faith by
word and example through formal
instruction, worship and good works.
It exists to serve the Orthodox clergy
and faithful of metropolitan Detroit
and to be a symbol of the unity of the

faith. For further information, visit
www.orthodoxdetroit.com.
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The new OFDA extension grant will
allow IOCC to do even more: 2,400
families (about 10,750 individuals)
will receive supplies to replant farms
and rebuild farm-related small busi-
ness; 3,000 highly vulnerable families
will receive heating fuel to help endure
the harsh winter; approximately
90,,000 women and children who
have suffered from war-related trauma
will receive psycho-social support;
and about 100,000 individuals will
have safe drinking water.

IOCC has had an established infra-
structure in southern Lebanon since
2001 through a USDA-funded nutrition
and feeding program. The area had
been selected by IOCC because it had
been the most out of reach of the cen-
tral Lebanese government due to
Israel’s 20-year occupation. “Back in
2001, there were only three NGOs
working in southern Lebanon and
IOCC was one of them,” says IOCC
Regional Director George Antoun. “We
know the people. We know the area.
We know the best way of doing relief.”

IOCC’s emergency efforts in
Lebanon began as soon as the crisis
broke out in July. Since then, IOCC has
delivered $100,000 in medicine and
medical supplies to St. George Ortho-
dox Hospital in Beirut and five other
medical centers in the South. IOCC also
distributed food and hygiene parcels to
over 5,000 displaced persons taking
shelter in the Matn, Alay and Chouf
areas, as well as to families who
returned to the village of Marjeyoun
shortly after the August 14 ceasefire.

IOCC was founded in 1992 as the
official humanitarian aid agency of the
Standing Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas
(SCOBA). Since then, it has imple-
mented over $226 million in relief and
development programs in 30 coun-
tries around the world. IOCC is a
member of Action By Churches
Together (ACT) International.

To help in providing emergency
relief, call IOCC’s donation hot-
line toll-free at 1-877-803-4622,
make a gift on-line at
www.iocc.org, or mail a check or
money order payable to “IOCC.”
Donors can write “Lebanon Crisis
2006,” in the memo line. Mail to:
IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore,
Md. 21263-0225.

AN OASIS OF SALVATION:
AN OCMC MISSION TEAM VISITS

THE HOGAR RAFAEL AYAU
ORPHANAGE

Guatemala City, Guatemala —
The squalid streets of Guatemala City
create an infinite labyrinth of pave-
ment that spans the entire breadth of
the mountain valley that it occupies.
Laced with an intricate web of tele-
phone wires and lined with colorful
stucco buildings, these streets are
amongst some of the most impover-
ished in the Western Hemisphere. In
the center of this bustling metropolis,
far away from the shops of Las
Majadas and the romance of Antigua,
rests Zona 1. Known as the old his-
toric district, this area of Guatemala
City is also home to some of the city’s
more nefarious elements. Yet within
this industrial, polluted and over pop-
ulated bastion of flailing modernity,
shines the light of God, a place from
which can be heard the joyous laugh-
ter of children and the ringing of
church bells. This oasis of salvation is
the Hogar Rafael Ayau orphanage.

In 2006, the Orthodox Christian
Mission Center (OCMC) sent two
Mission Teams to the Hogar with the
hopes of providing a mother, a father,
a sibling and a friend to small hearts,
even if for only a couple of weeks. One
of these teams, led by Fr. Matthias
Moriak, consisted of 11 Orthodox
Christians from varying jurisdictions.
Sharing his first impressions of the
orphanage and its residents, Fr.

Matthias relates, “The orphanage
holds the beauty of God’s love and the
protecting grace of God’s presence to
these children, while outside the walls
it is surrounded with the presence of
all that is evil and ugly in this world. I
have often reflected in my mind how
these children have none of the pos-
sessions that the world thinks are so
important, and yet, they are abundant-
ly rich with what they do have — the
healing presence and love of God.”

Guatemala has always been on the
frontlines of the clash between
European and Native American cul-
tures. About half of Guatemala’s pop-
ulation is mestizo (known in
Guatemala as “ladino”), people of
mixed European and native ancestry.
Guatemala is also home to a large
indigenous population of Maya. The
Maya have retained their own distinct
identity, speaking their own language
and having their own traditional and
religious customs. The two cultures
have made Guatemala a complex soci-
ety that is deeply divided between rich
and poor. This division has produced
much of the tension and violence that
has marked Guatemala’s history,
including a 36-year conflict that was
only officially ended in 1996.

Guatemala’s economy traditionally
has been based on agricultural ex-
ports. This economic approach has
enriched the country’s small wealthy
class, but a large segment of the pop-
ulation remains very poor, especially
the native people who supply much of
the agricultural labor. The dangerous
cocktail of conflict and poverty has
left many Guatemalan children
orphaned.

Amidst the eight million inhabitants
of Guatemala City, the largest of all
Central American cities, are thousands
of unwanted and unloved children. An
overwhelming majority of Guatemalan
population lives on less than five dol-
lars per day. This often results in
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mouths being left unfed. Without a
home and lacking hope, the young
struggle to survive. By the grace of
God and through the caring service of
the nuns at the Hogar Rafael Ayau
orphanage, many Guatemalan
orphans are delivered from the cold
streets of Guatemala City to the warm
embrace of a loving Christian home.

One month before Fr. Matthias’
Team arrived in July, the government
gave the nuns 26 new orphans to care
for. The abuse and neglect that come
from the frustrations of abject poverty
were the only memories that many of
these children had. Entering into the
care of the Hogar can be an over-
whelming experience for a child who
has known nothing but suffering. It
takes time to adapt to the sincere com-
passion that they receive. Under the
care of monastics like Abbess Inés,
Mother Ivonne, Mother Maria, the
staff, and OCMC missionaries
Christine Hagelios and Ed Pier, some
of these children are shown love for
the first time. Everyone works hard to
feed, clothe, educate and provide spir-
itual direction to a population of
orphans that is constantly in flux.

Thankfully, the older orphans assist
in this care. “The older children help
and teach the younger children, espe-
cially in the Church. An older child will
lead a younger child as they come into
the Church. They will teach their
younger ‘brother’ or ‘sister’ how to
make the sign of the cross, bow, and
venerate the icons. The selflessness
expressed by these older children is
truly an amazing occurrence,” recalls
Fr. Matthias.

In its most profound expression of
love, the orphanage welcomes each of
those in its care into the life of the
Church. The many baptisms of the
orphanage’s young residents were
some of the most endearing memories
that the Team members who volun-
teered at the Hogar shared. In addition

to becoming friends and mentors to
these children, Team members became
godparents as well. Sophia Andriotis of
Watertown, MA shares, “I looked down
at my new godchild, my first godchild,
asleep in my arms. One hand was hold-
ing his new cross, the other wrapped
around my finger. I smiled down at him
as my eyes welled up with tears as we
sang ‘Dios les conceda muchos años’
(God grant you many years). I thought
of all my hopes, dreams and prayers
for him. I held him close to me and
saved a picture of this memorable
moment in my mind, knowing I would
hold on to it forever.”

Despite the virtuous work of the
Hogar Rafael Ayau Orphanage, it con-
tinues to endure great struggle. How
does one address issues of poverty
while being embroiled in the throws of
it? As the numbers of children increase,
when will the love of a few dedicated
servants be spread too thin? When
asked these questions, Mother Ivonne
responds plainly, “I don’t lose any sleep
… you have to trust in God completely;
we’ve all had to learn that.”

God has always provided for the
nuns of the Hogar. The sea of smiling
faces at the orphanage is not a burden
to these women, but a blessing.
Though there is always need, volun-
teers and donations regularly come to
the Hogar. The Mission Center has
been sending Teams to the orphanage
since 1998 and it currently sponsors
two long-term missionaries in
Guatemala as well. In July 2007,
OCMC, the international mission
agency of the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in
America, will be sending two more
teams to Guatemala to assist the sis-
ters in their vital ministry.

“No matter who much we may do as
Mission Team members for these chil-
dren in Guatemala,” reflects Fr.
Matthias, “the satisfaction and love
that is returned outweighs whatever

sacrifices we may make.” Through the
continued help and love of volunteers,
the nuns, the staff and its orphans, the
light of the Hogar Rafael Ayau Orphan-
age will continue to shine, illuminating
the darkness left by poverty and bring-
ing the peace of Christ to the people of
Guatemala one child at a time.

REPORT FROM LEBANON 

The beautiful country of Lebanon
was, once again, ravaged by war this
past summer. The devastation was heav-
ily reported in the press, including the
huge humanitarian crisis that followed
the Israeli bombardment of Lebanon.
Almost one-quarter of the population
was displaced, visitors and foreign
nationals were evacuated, and an
embargo of the ports and points of
entry created severe shortages, espe-
cially of fuel. Thirty-four days later,
when the long-delayed cease-fire finally
took effect, the long-term consequences
for Lebanon began to be assessed. 

Lebanon was a politically fragile
nation before the war, and in the after-
math of the war political divisions
have been exacerbated. The wide-
spread, though not universal, solidari-
ty that the Israeli bombardment
evoked among the various Lebanese

Metropolitan ELIAS Kfoury with members of
the IOCC delegation in Lebanon.
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political factions dissipated somewhat
as Hezbollah sought to gain more con-
trol over Lebanon’s unity government.
In November of 2006, the young
Christian cabinet minister Pierre
Gemayel was murdered in broad day-
light. His assassination, like the assas-
sinations of Gebran Tueni, Samir
Kassir, George Hawa, and former
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, among
others, remains unsolved. These polit-
ical assassinations have only served to
make Lebanon’s already fragile situa-
tion even more tenuous. 

While some Lebanese fault
Hezbollah for sparking this summer’s
devastating war, most anger is direct-
ed towards Israel, who is seen as
responsible for killing many innocent
civilians and ravaging the economy
and infrastructure of the country.
Many Lebanese felt betrayed that the
United States government did not
insist on a cease-fire sooner. The clus-
ter bomblets that Israel spread across
southern Lebanon in the last forty-
eight hours of the war (even after UN
Resolution 1701 had been signed),
and which continue to kill and maim
Lebanese and bomb-clearing teams,
are widely believed to have been made
in the United States. 

Approximately three weeks after the
formal cease-fire took effect, and two
days after the Beirut airport was

opened for direct flights, it became
possible for me to travel to Lebanon in
order to see first-hand some of the
damage that had been wrought and to
visit with friends and colleagues,
including with IOCC staff in Lebanon.
IOCC Middle East Regional Director
George Antoun arranged for visits
with local staff and to IOCC projects,
including areas in southern Lebanon.

During a visit to International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
offices in Lebanon, it was an honor to
meet with the local Beirut staff and to
be able to personally express the pro-
found appreciation of the IOCC board
for their work during the war. Literally
overnight, IOCC’s Beirut staff con-
verted a long-term development pro-
gram into a platform for emergency
humanitarian aid. Often, while travel-
ing to deliver aid, they knew that they
could be targeted by Israeli war
planes. Thanks were also expressed to
Linda Shaker Berbari, IOCC’s Beirut
head of office, who worked tirelessly
during the war while she was 81⁄2
months pregnant. She gave birth to
her first child just days after the cease-
fire took effect.

Regional director George Antoun
also arranged meetings with the US
Ambassador to Lebanon, the senior
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) representative
in Lebanon, and the head of the local
US Government’s Office of Foreign
Disaster Assistance (OFDA) DART
Team. IOCC’s very successful school
feeding and education program fund-
ed by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), in place since
2001, established a respected and
credible foundation for IOCC’s relief
efforts (see IOCC’s Fall 2006 issue of
News & Needs) and expanded oppor-
tunities to continue its work in the
reconstruction phase. The partnership
with Balamand University and efforts
by IOCC consultant Dr. Nadim Karam

and his staff to help develop the pub-
lic health and civil society aspects of
IOCC’s programs are quite impres-
sive. The professionalism evidenced
by George Antoun in all of his interac-
tions — with staff, program recipients,
church representatives and especially
with the US Ambassador and staff of
USAID — is reflected in every aspect
of IOCC’s presence in Lebanon. 

It was clear during our meetings at
the US Embassy that there was a
heightened intention to provide funds
for effective programs and projects in
local communities in the aftermath of
the July 2006 war. IOCC’s local
staffing, reputation and track record
are appreciated there, placing it in
very good stead to be able to under-
take such efforts. In December 2006,
IOCC was awarded two grants from
the United States Government to sig-
nificantly expand its ongoing work to
help Lebanon recover from the war,
including a grant of $3.46 million by
USAID for the repair and development
of 154 public schools in southern
Lebanon, the Beqaa valley, and Mount
Lebanon, and a $1.7 million extension
grant from OFDA, which will expand
IOCC’s current program to help
returnees rebuild their lives in south-
ern Lebanon and southern Beirut. In
addition, IOCC has raised almost
$90,000 in direct contributions from
individual donors in the US, as well as
$75,000 from the appeal that was
sponsored by ACT International
(Action by Churches Together). 

Meetings while in Syria included an
audience with His Beatitude Patriarch
Ignatius IV, and meetings with
Metropolitan ELIA Saliba of Hama,
and Engineer Samer Laham, the direc-
tor of diaconal projects for the
Patriarchate of Antioch. Visits while in
Lebanon included meetings with
Metropolitan ELIAS Audi of Beirut,
Metropolitan ELIAS Kfoury of
Marjayoun in southern Lebanon and
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Metropolitan GEORGE Khodre of
Mount Lebanon, all areas of Lebanon
which either had been deeply affected
by the war or had cared for large num-
bers of refugees, as well as with
Lebanon’s Minister of Culture Tarek
Mitri, an Orthodox member of
Lebanon’s cabinet of ministers. All
expressed appreciation for the contin-
uing efforts of IOCC in the region.

While traveling with IOCC staff
members to the Marjayoun, Chebaa,
Khiam and Deirmimas areas, we saw
first-hand the devastation from the
widespread bombing of southern
Lebanon; damaged bridges, roads,
and buildings. The diocese of His
Eminence Metropolitan ELIAS Kfoury,
Marjayoun in southern Lebanon,was
the one most directly affected by the
bombardment. His Eminence ex-
pressed to us his deep appreciation
for IOCC’s support and efforts to
assist in relief, which included open-
ing an office in Marjayoun to oversee
the distribution of relief supplies. His
assistant, Father Philip, had been part
of the convoy that was targeted by
Israeli air strikes as they were evacu-
ating the area during the last few days
of the war. 

Volunteers from the church staff
were observed helping to manage
boxes of relief supplies that had been
sent from donors. Among the direct
aid that IOCC provided that was most
appreciated were water reservoirs,
medicines and health kits. Direct relief
supplies offer an opportunity for IOCC
to partner directly with the Orthodox
churches in Lebanon. IOCC has re-
ceived an increase in attention from
the press, and was well known to
everyone we met from the various dio-
ceses visited.

We also visited two of the schools
that have been rehabilitated by IOCC
and which have received equipment
and educational materials: one in
Chebaa, a predominately Sunni town,

and the second in Ain Qinya, a pre-
dominately Druze town. IOCC was
warmly welcomed there and the
impact of seeing IOCC, USDA and
Lebanon Ministry of Education sym-
bols on certificates and posters in
these communities was profound.
School officials expressed their appre-
ciation for IOCC’s work and said that
the rehabilitation of schools by IOCC
would always be remembered by the
whole community. We drove past
another school that had participated
in IOCC’s programs and had been
heavily damaged during the war, and
the empty site of another school
recently renovated by IOCC that had
been completely destroyed. 

Staff at Saint George Hospital in
Beirut were particularly impressed with
the “health kits” (the name does not do
justice to the densely-packed large
boxes) filled with critical medicines and
hospital supplies. These arrived during
a period of grave uncertainty, when
Israeli air, sea and land blockades of
Lebanon were continuing, and hospi-
tals were faced with a severe shortage
of fuel and medical supplies, especially
for chronic illnesses.

Lebanon continues to be in great
need following this war. Although
most of the physical damage occurred
in southern Lebanon and southern
Beirut, bridges and roads throughout
the country were also damaged or
destroyed by air strikes. In addition,
the coastline and fishing industries
have been devastated by the huge oil
spill that occurred when Israel
bombed oil storage tanks. This dam-
age and political uncertainty will con-
tinue to impact tourism and com-
merce, exacting a huge toll on an
economy that is heavily dependent
upon tourism. The psychological and
political fall-out from the war has yet
to be fully realized. There is tremen-
dous need in the country as many
Lebanese in the service sector have

either lost their jobs or effectively lost
the year’s income. Many aid agencies
are present in Lebanon; most are new
to the country. It was especially grati-
fying to know that IOCC has had a
presence in Lebanon from before the
war, and has national staff who know
their country and are personally
invested in the reconstruction of their
beloved homeland.

Anne Glynn Mackoul is a parishioner
of Saint Philip’s Antiochian Orthodox
Church in Souderton, PA and is a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of IOCC.

ENSURING DONOR DOLLARS REACH
LEBANON

IOCC Delivers Heating Fuel to
Families Through Innovative

Distribution Method
Beirut (IOCC) — International

Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
has developed an innovative method
to ensure that donor dollars are used
for what they were intended as it helps
to rebuild the infrastructure of 65 vil-
lages in Southern Lebanon.

Along with fixing schools, installing
water systems, and equipping farmers
with seeds and tools, IOCC is also pro-
viding diesel for heating the homes of
3,500 families (about 15,300 individu-
als) this winter. In order to manage the
distribution properly, and to ensure
that it is done without fraud, IOCC
Lebanon staff designed a unique pro-
cedure. Instead of ordinary vouchers,

In order to ensure the proper distribution of
heating fuel to families in Southern Lebanon,
IOCC printed full-color plastic cards with
secure codes to prevent fraud. About 3,500
families will receive heating fuel from IOCC to
endure the winter months.
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which could be easily forged, IOCC
printed 14,000 full-color plastic cards.

The fuel cards, which are distrib-
uted by municipalities in the presence
of IOCC field monitors, feature a hid-
den scratch code. Individuals take the
card to fuel stations, where they must
present identification, and then
scratch the secret code in the pres-
ence of a fuel station employee, who
confirms that the code matches the
one provided to them by IOCC.
Payment to the fuel station by IOCC is
based on the number of used cards
and signatures of beneficiaries.

According to IOCC Regional
Director George Antoun, the fuel
cards worked so well that other NGOs
have taken similar measures to ensure
that their vouchers are not duplicated.
“In emergency aid situations like we
had in Southern Lebanon last sum-
mer,” says Antoun, “sometimes the
temptation is to rush services to peo-
ple without attending to all the details.
But we’ve found that creating systems
of accountability such as the fuel card
is certainly worth the time, the effort,
and the expense.”

IOCC’s rehabilitation of villages in
Southern Lebanon is made possible
through a grant from the U.S.
Government’s Office for Foreign
Disaster Assistance (OFDA). IOCC,
which has been operational in
Lebanon since 2001 with a USDA-
funded school feeding and nutrition
program, is able to draw on its exten-
sive network of cooperation between
public schools, municipalities and
churches to aid Lebanon in its recov-
ery from last summer’s conflict.

IOCC was founded in 1992 as the
official humanitarian aid agency of the
Standing Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas
(SCOBA). Since then, it has imple-
mented over $250 million in relief and
development programs in 33 coun-
tries around the world.

MEETING OF THE CANONICAL
BISHOPS OF THE WEST COAST

At the invitation of His Grace
Bishop JOSEPH (Antiochian), the
canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
West Coast held their historic first
gathering on Bright Tuesday, April 10,
2007, in Los Angeles, California. In
attendance were His Eminence
Metropolitan GERASIMOS (Greek),
His Grace Bishop MAXIM (Serbian)
and His Grace Bishop BENJAMIN
(OCA), along with the Deans of the
four Cathedrals in the Los Angeles
area: V. Rev. Great Economos Michel
Najim (St. Nicholas Antiochian
Cathedral), V. Rev. John Bakkas (St.
Sophia Greek Cathedral), V. Rev.
Michael Senyo (Holy Virgin Mary OCA
Cathedral), V. Rev. Nikola Ceko (St.
Stephen Serbian Cathedral).

The gathering began with the
singing of the Paschal Apolytikion and
the blessing of the food. After lunch,
His Grace Bishop JOSEPH welcomed
everyone and thanked them for mak-
ing time to attend this gathering. He
reviewed the items on the agenda and
made an opening statement about the
importance of expressing our Holy

Orthodox Faith with one voice. His
Eminence Metropolitan GERASIMOS
congratulated His Grace Bishop BEN-
JAMIN on his recent election to the
vacant See of San Francisco and the
West of the OCA. The hierarchs dis-
cussed a variety of matters, including
the need for pan-Orthodox gatherings.
They appointed the four deans present
to meet and make recommendations
about gatherings of the people from
the different jurisdictions.

The hierarchs agreed to schedule
the next gathering during the summer,
to be hosted by His Eminence
Metropolitan GERASIMOS at the
Greek Metropolis of San Francisco.
Please pray that the Paraclete, the
Holy Spirit Himself, will guide the
works of the hierarchs to do His will
on earth as it is in Heaven.

A WARM WELCOME IN
SOUTHERN LEBANON

By Chrysanthe Loizos,
IOCC Lebanon

It was a short climb: International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
Chairman of the Board Alex
Machaskee and Board Member Anne
Glynn-Mackoul scaled a wooden lad-

West Coast Hierarchs and Deans of Los Angeles Cathedrals hold historic meeting.
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der to reach the top of a concrete
water reservoir. They were in southern
Lebanon with IOCC Executive
Director Constantine M. Triantafilou
to visit some of the people and villages
that IOCC has assisted since last sum-
mer’s war. Standing on top of the
reservoir was the best way to appreci-
ate one of the more than thirty water
projects implemented by IOCC in
southern Lebanon in recent months.

“We take our water supply for grant-
ed in the United States, which is not
the case in southern Lebanon,” said
Machaskee. “By building a reservoir in
the village of Kaoukaba, IOCC has
assured the inhabitants a continuous
supply of this precious commodity.”

Kaoukaba is an agricultural village
mainly known for its olive groves, and
for fruit production along the Hasbani
River. The village is blessed with a nat-
ural spring, but residents weren’t able
to maximize its benefits without a place
to store the spring’s water. “The whole
village will benefit from the reservoir,”
said municipality member Suleiman
Salim Nakkour, who personally thanked
the IOCC executives. “Even some
neighboring villages will come and take
water from it. Now we will be able to
manage all of our water needs.”

Situated only seven miles from the
Israeli border in the shadow of Mount
Hermon, nearly all of Kaoukaba’s res-
idents evacuated during last summer’s
conflict, and more than 30 homes
were damaged.

The day in southern Lebanon includ-
ed a visit to the Orthodox Diocese in
Marjayoun, where the group was
received by His Eminence ELIAS
Kfoury, Metropolitan of Tyre, Sidon
and their dependencies. “Recently we
felt your presence fruitful [in] helping
the people,” His Eminence told the
group. “We are proud of you, not only
because you are Orthodox, but
because of your work, your presence
and your love of Lebanon.”

His Eminence accompanied IOCC
to the village of Hebbariyeh, where
they were welcomed by members of
the community and the village’s
Sheikh, Abdel Hakim Atwi. Seated
beside His Eminence at the head of a
long table, Atwi thanked IOCC for the
assistance it has provided to the vil-
lage. “This is charity, and God loves
charity,” Atwi said. “It’s important for
people to unite and do good things.”
Metropolitan ELIAS also took the
opportunity to remind those gathered
that “IOCC provides assistance with-
out discrimination.”

Hebbariyeh’s mayor, Shawki Youssef,
thanked IOCC particularly for assisting
the village’s disabled residents in the
aftermath of the conflict. Since the war,
IOCC has provided heating fuel,
hygiene kits and seedlings to 43 fami-
lies in the village, 38 of which have a

disabled family member. Youssef pre-
sented IOCC with an engraved bronze
plaque of appreciation, and told IOCC
Board Members and staff, “Please con-
sider Hebbariyeh as your town. You are
welcome among us anytime.”

“We felt most honored by this wel-
come and recognition in Hebbariyeh,
to witness the warm mutual respect
among those gathered and to have
IOCC’s efforts in the area appreciated
by the whole community,” said Glynn-
Mackoul.

Each of the group’s visits while in
southern Lebanon underscored what
for Triantafilou was the most impor-
tant aspect of the trip. “We are accom-
plishing our goals together with local
partners, and that is very important,”
he said. “You could see the sincerity,
the respect and the commitment in the
relationships.”

Lebanese Village Thanks IOCC:  Shawki Youssef, Mayor of Hebbariyeh in southern Lebanon,
presents an award to International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) Chairman of the Board
Alex Machaskee (second from right) to express his community’s appreciation for the continu-
ous humanitarian assistance provided to them by IOCC since last summer’s Israel-Hizbullah
conflict. IOCC has been active in Lebanon since 2001 when it implemented a school feeding
and nutrition education program. (photo from left: IOCC Regional Director George Antoun,
Executive Director and CEO Constantine M. Triantafilou, Shawki Youssef, Alex Machaskee,
Metropolitan ELIAS [El Kfoury] of Sidon and Tyre. 
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Through a grant by the U.S.
Government’s Office of Foreign
Disaster Assistance (OFDA), IOCC has
provided continuous humanitarian
assistance to more than 3,500 families
in southern Lebanon since last sum-
mer’s conflict. In the immediate after-
math of the war, IOCC gave families
hygiene parcels and blankets. In the
months since, they have received a
four-month supply of diesel fuel to
heat their homes during the winter.
IOCC is also repairing 23 schools and
installing water systems in 30 villages.
More than 90,000 women and chil-
dren who have suffered from war-
related trauma will receive psycho-
social support. IOCC’s relief work in
southern Lebanon is also supported
by Action by Churches Together
(ACT), International.

IOCC  in Southern Lebanon: (left to right) IOCC Board Chairman Alex Machaskee, Board Member
Anne Glynn-Mackoul, and IOCC Regional Director George Antoun survey the construction of a
concrete water reservoir in the village of Kaoukaba in southern Lebanon. With a grant from the
U.S. government, IOCC is repairing schools, building water systems, assisting farmers and pro-
viding food, heating fuel, and psycho-social counseling to those most severely affected by the
conflict.

DDiioocceessee  ooff  MMiiaammii
aanndd  tthhee  SSoouutthheeaasstt

PPaarriisshh  LLiiffee
CCoonnffeerreennccee

JJuunnee  2200  ––  2244,,  22000077
SSiittee  HHoosstt::  DDiioocceessee  ooff  MMiiaammii

HHiiss  GGrraaccee  BBiisshhoopp  AANNTTOOUUNN,,
PPrreessiiddiinngg

VVeerryy  RReevv..  EElliiaa  SShhaallhhoouubb,,  CChhaaiirrmmaann

Important Hotel Information
Sheraton Orlando Downtown Hotel

6600  SS..  IIvvaannhhooee  BBllvvdd..
OOrrllaannddoo,,  FFll..    3322880044

TTeell::  ((440077))  442255--44445555  **  11--880000--332255--33553355
FFaaxx::  ((440077))  442255--77444400

WWeebb  SSiittee::  wwwwww..sshheerraattoonn..ccoomm//oorrllaannddooddoowwnnttoowwnn

WWee  hhaavvee  aann  eexxcceeppttiioonnaall  rroooomm  rraattee  ooff::
$$8899..0000//nniigghhtt

The Diocese of
Worcester and New England

hosts the
69th

Annual Parish Life Conference

June 28-July 1, 2007

His Grace Bishop ANTOUN,

Presiding

Keynote Speaker:
Father Michael Keiser

on Missions and Evangelism

Conference held at the Radisson Hotel,
Plymouth, MA

Call 508-747-4900 for hotel reservations and reference
“the Fellowship of St. John the Divine” for the group rate of

$119/night

Visit www.worcesterdiocese.net for more information
and to register!
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The Community of St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church
invites you to join us for the

54th Annual Diocese of Ottawa
Parish Life Conference

Syracuse, New York • June 28-July 1, 2007
At the Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel & Conference Center

in Downtown Syracuse
Conference Features

Free Parking • Free trip to Carousel Mall
Friday Night Party • Saturday Night Hafli

Sheraton Syracuse University and Conference Center
801 University Avenue, Syracuse, New York 13210

(315) 475-3000   Toll Free (800) 395-2105   Fax (315) 475-2266
Reservations 1-800-395-2105

Book before May 29, 2007 to lock the special room rate of
$99 (US) per night

From the fascinating Erie Canal parks to our terrific fishing, gor-
geous lakes and numerous scenic parks, to our wide variety of per-
forming and visual arts, Syracuse is a city that has it all! Check out
all Syracuse has to offer at www.VisitSyracuse.org or at our website
— www.sainteliasny.com

Saint Elias Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church
Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada and Upstate New York

Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
Fr. Terence Baz, Pastor

4988 Onondaga Road, Syracuse, New York 13215
Telephone Church (315) 488-0388   Telephone Office (315) 491-8266

Fax (315) 484-9437
E-mail: steliasny@aol.com   Web Site: www.sainteliasny.com

3rd Annual

DOWAMA Parish Life Conference
Host Parish: Ss. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, Topeka,

KS
Presiding Hierarch: Bishop BASIL

June 14-17, 2007

Keynote Speaker: H. Tristram Engelhardt, Ph.D., M.D.
Host Priest: Rev. Fr. Joseph Longofono

The Capitol Plaza Hotel is holding a block of guest rooms
at the special rate of $88 per night.

(800) 579-7937

Call by May 29, 2007 to reserve your room
and reference “PAUL” for special rate.

www.peterandpaul.net
or e-mail plc2007@peterandpaul.net

2007 Parish Life Conference Eastern Dioceses

 
Hosted by Holy Cross Orthodox Church, Linthicum, MD

July 4-8, 2007 - Hunt Valley, MD

Join us for a weekend of 
fellowship, deepening of faith,
 and learning about missions at 

home and abroad.

Diocese of Los Angeles and the West

 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE
  Rt. Rev. Bishop JOSEPH, presiding

 Hosted by St. George, Portland, OR

June 27-July 1, 2007

$99 room rate at the Doubletree Lloyd Center in Portland.
Rooms limited—book now to secure yours! (800) 222-TREE, 

or www.portlandlloydcenter.doubletree.com. Code: ANA

10% discount on Alaska Airlines (online only).
www.alaskaair.com, eCert Code: ECCMR9106

Keynote speaker: Frederica Mathewes-Green! Don’t miss it!

Many opportunities for prayer, spiritual growth, fellowship, and fun for
the whole family. Stay on after the conference and enjoy all Portland has

to off er—discounted attractions pass available to save you $$!

Register early to get the best price!  Visit our Web site for
information & registration: www.stgeorgeportland.org

E-mail us with questions at plc2007@stgeorgeportland.org.
or call (503) 255-6055

Special Off er! Purchase an early bird ticket book and stay
at the conference hotel and receive breakfast & lunch on

 ursday, Friday & Saturday FREE (6 free meals!).
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Yes, I want more information about The Order

Name: _________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________________________

E-mail:____________________________________________________

6/07

Our hearts rejoice in our Church, we feel safe and secure; we feel blessed to raise our families within Her arms.
Our parishes are extended families, our church families. What if it were gone? The Order supports the growth of
our Archdiocese, insures that future generations will have access to worship with the opportunity to let Holy Spirit
thrive within us. Join The Order and resolve to help your archdiocese, your parish, your community and the world.
Learn more about The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Call 201-871-1355,
email: theorder@antiochian.org or return this slip to:
The Order • 358 Mountain Road • Englewood, NJ 07631

The Holy Spirit has
guided us to Orthodoxy.

Rejoice in the life we’ve been given.
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St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church

Montreal, Canada

Welcomes You To The

48th Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Archdiocese Convention 

July 23-29, 2007
www.stnicholasmtl.org

Convention and accommodations located in the heart of downtown Montreal,
20 minutes from the Montreal Trudeau International Airport.

LAST CHANCE! Montreal is ready to welcome you …
This is the last reminder of details before the big week! Here is a recap of information you need to

make sure everything is in order for your trip to Montreal for this year’s Convention:

Accommodation
Hotel rooms are booked at Le Centre Sheraton ($189 CDN, 1-800-325-3535) and, due to overwhelming
response, additional rooms are available at Marriott Chateau Champlain ($205 CDN, 1-800-200-5909,
convention code SAISAIA). For more information on either hotel, please visit www.stnicholasmtl.org.

Registration, Events and Souvenir Journal
Convention and event registration as well as parental consent forms can be found on the St. Nicholas

website or through your parish priest. Don’t delay — there is limited space for all events!

In addition to registering for the convention, you can also find forms to participate in the souvenir journal —
a wonderful keepsake and great way for you and your family to mark this memorable event!

Montreal Tourism
City maps and brochures will be provided to you during onsite registration at the Convention, but to

familiarize yourself with our wonderful and culturally-rich city, visit the St. Nicholas website for links to the
Montreal tourism office. Don’t forget, if you haven’t taken care of passports yet, now is the time to do it —

visit http://travel.state.gov/passport for more information.

For more information on Accommodations, Registration, Scheduled Program and Event

Tickets, visit www.stnicholasmtl.org or speak with your parish priest.

We look forward to seeing you and saying, BIENVENUE A MONTREAL!


