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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

THE BENEFITS OF BAPTISM

Maintaining A Noble And Vigorous Spirit

 Amidst Troubles, Difficulties and Dangers

(Romans Chapter 8 verses 18-30)

We continue our work on the Gospel of John as viewed primarily from the teachings of St. John

Chrysostom.  Yet, considering the significance of the Season of the Baptism of our Christ, the

Son of the living God in Whom His Father was well pleased, we thought it might be helpful to

present a few thoughts regarding Baptism from his writings.  It gives a small taste of our next

project – the Book of Romans. Sadly, there is only space for Verse 18.  However, perhaps it will

inspire further reading about our own Baptism in the Orthodox Study Bible: Old and New

Testaments, while reminding us of His eternal love for all mankind – both Jew and Gentile.

ROM. 8:18 FOR I CONSIDER THAT THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS PRESENT TIME ARE NOT

WORTHY TO BE COMPARED WITH THE GLORY IN US, ABOUT TO BE REVEALED.

1.  Earlier in Chapter 8, St. Paul required that the spiritual person correct his habits, where he said,

for example, "So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh."  For such a

person should strive continually, to be above lust, anger, love of money, vainglory, grudging, etc.

  2.  But now, after he reminded us of God's grace, both given now and to come, and raised us up

with hopes, and placed us near to Christ, and showed us to be fellow-heirs with the Only-begotten, he

now leads us forth with confidence, even to dangers.  For to get the better of the evil passions in us,

is not the same thing with bearing up under those trials, scourges, famine, plundering, bonds, chains,

executions, etc., inasmuch as these require much more of a noble and vigorous spirit.

3.  Observe at once how he calms and rouses the spirit of the spiritual warriors.  For after he had

shown that the rewards were greater than the labors, he both exhorts to greater efforts, and yet, will not

let us be undone by self-glory of the crowns given us by the Lord, in return for our sufferings. 

4.  The sufferings mentioned in point 2 above, will seem heavy to warriors early in their experience

of sufferings.  So he comforts these by saying, For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are

not worthy to be compared with the glory in us, about to be revealed.  But notice that he did not say,

...with the “rest” in us, about to be revealed, but instead said what? ...with the glory in us, about to be

revealed.  For it does not follow, that where “rest” is, there is glory; but where glory is, “rest” follows.
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5.  Then, inasmuch as he had already spoken about the glory to be revealed in the world to come.

in verse 17, he now emphasized that this glory to be revealed is already in us.  So this glory exists now

within us, but is unrevealed.  He also said this in another place, but in clearer words, "Your life is hidden

with Christ in God."   

6.  Therefore, we should be of good heart about all this, for this glory has already been prepared for

the combatants, and only awaits their labors.  But if it happens to irritate some that this glory is yet to

come, they should rather allow this very thing to cause them joy.  For it is stored up there because it

is great, unutterable and transcends our present condition.  

7.  He spoke in such a way as to show that the life to come has the advantage, not only in quality,

but also in quantity.  For these sufferings, whatever they may be, are attached to our present life, but

the blessings to come reach out over ages without end.  This is why he put it the way he did, that any

sufferings we experience now are not worthy to be compared to the glory in us, and which is about to

be revealed. 

8.  Since he has no way of giving a particular description of the good things to come, or of putting

them before us in language, he gave them a name from what especially seems to be an object of desire

with us, namely, glory.  For this name seems to be the summit of blessings and the sum of them.  

9.  When spiritual warriors have gained much experience in the contest of sufferings, their heavy

trials will seem light in comparison.  For in another Scripture, St. Paul said, "For our momentary light

affliction is working for us a far more greater and eternal weight of glory."  However, here in 8:18, he

was speaking to those new to the contest.

10.  Next, he will urge us on to the contest in another way by the mention of Creation.

Happy New Year and 

A Joyful and Fulfilling Theophany / Epiphany 

In Christ our Lord,  

Paul Goetz for St. Athanasius Academy 

T h e O rth odo x  fa i th  –  i t s  ph i lo so ph ica l  an d  th eo lo g ica l  teach in gs  –  a s  h an ded  do w n  

b y  th e  A po st le s ,  co n f i rm ed  by  th e  S even  E cu m en ica l  C o u n ci l s ,  l iv ed  by  H is  C hu rch , 

and confirmed by Holy Scripture, is the faith that guided the Academy in completing:  


