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editor’s letter

When we hear of Holy Mothers, we often think of the many female martyrs, teach-
ers and leaders of the Church throughout the ages whom the Church holds up for us
as examples. These women whose icons we venerate appear from time to time on bul-
letin covers or educational brochures. They have given us life through their example
and prayer, and we are right to remember them with gratitude.

We also owe gratitude to a second type of holy mothers: the mothers, grand-
mothers, and Godmothers who have given us life through their nurturing efforts. These
women have taught us the faith while holding us on their knees, feeding us at their
tables, and talking to us when we were in need of instruction. The life they can bring

is not limited to the life of this world, but is indeed living water that flows from God Himself. These women are more
than baby-making machines or babysitters; they are vessels of God that God uses to nurture His own children, chil-
dren He created and placed in time and space for education and protection.

The third category of holy mothers are those women in the Church whom we watch and with whom we inter-
act, who may or may not have formal titles. These women lead by example, and share their lives as teachers, teen
advisors, coffee hour hosts and ushers. Some of them have no official role in the parish, but make others feel at home
in Church. These Holy Mothers belong to God because they too share in the cloud of witnesses that bring others to
Christ. In our relationship with them, we receive Godly food that nurtures the soul and brings us to salvation. These
Christ-bearers may never know the role that they play in our salvation. These Godly vessels might be totally unaware
of who is watching, learning and growing because of their lives, kindnesses and witness. Parenting is a holy vocation,
the vocation of all the members of the Church. It is a vocation of the monastics and parishioners, of the married and
unmarried, surely of everyone, because we are all called to parent by sharing the life-giving love of Christ.

When people fail to give gratitude to the holy mothers, they forget that they are connected to each other and
share a common humanity. Without this holy understanding, people act and think that each person is a self-con-
tained being. Such self-contained beings have no need for others, not even God. Unfortunately, this leads to isolation
and misery, and we were not created to be in isolation. If this is what God had intended, surely we would have each
been given our own galaxy. Instead, God has given us each other to nurture and challenge. He has given us each other
to teach and learn from. He has given us each other to love and be loved by.

By giving thanks to God for those in our lives that bring us life, we acknowledge all that God has done. Such
thankfulness brings us to discern the real relationships with which we are blessed. Through these relationships, we
even discover ourselves. Yes, by looking outside of ourselves and encountering God, we discover ourselves, because
we are in relationship with God; without understanding this relationship, we cannot begin to understand ourselves.

Mothers sacrifice, teach, love and give life. God sacrifices, teaches and gives life. Mothers preach God by their
lives. Spiritual motherhood is the vocation of every woman in the Church. This is their vocation. This is their life.

In the United States, America celebrates Mother’s Day each year on the second Sunday of May. This surely is
a celebration we Orthodox can embrace. Let’s pause on this day, and give thanks for mothers. Such thanks will sure-
ly bring us closer to God.

by Fr. John Abdalah

Holy Mothers
of the Church
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One of my favorite

things about going to a

movie or renting a movie

is the “sneak previews.”

By giving us a foretaste or foreshadow-

ing of the upcoming movie, the preview

allows us to decide whether or not we

are going to be interested in the fullness

of that motion picture event. Wouldn’t it

be great if the Orthodox Church offered

sneak previews? Wouldn’t it be great if

we could get just a peek at some of the

things in our future, such as the second

coming of Christ, the kingdom of

Heaven, or, even more scary, the hor-

rors of Hell? The fact is that, during the

Divine Liturgies of the Church, we do

get a foretaste of all of these things —

yes, including Hell. To develop my the-

sis, I need to present some important

data, much like the pieces of a puzzle. At

the end, we will put all of the pieces

together and we, hopefully, will under-

stand my thesis completely. Let’s begin.

“Sneak Previews”
OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM1
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First of all, there is a curious statement that is made in
the Divine Liturgy that many of us may not be aware of, yet
it is absolutely fundamental to our understanding of what is
happening in each and every Divine Liturgy — be it St. John
Chrysostom’s or St. Basil’s. In the Anaphora (or consecra-
tion prayers) of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom,
right after we hear, “Take eat, this is My Body …,” and
“Drink ye all of this: this is My Blood …,” the priest prays,
“Having in remembrance, therefore, this saving command-
ment and those things that have come to pass for us: the
Cross, the grave, the resurrection on the third day, the
ascension into heaven, the sitting at the right hand, and the
second and glorious coming.” The text of St. Basil’s Divine
Liturgy has a similar statement. Immediately following this,
the gifts are elevated and then the epiclesis, or consecration
prayer, is recited, during which the Holy Spirit changes the
bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ. Now, let’s
return to that statement about what we are remembering.
Yes, we remember the Cross, the Resurrection, the
Ascension and all of those events that happened in the past
as recorded in the texts of the New Testament, but how can
we remember the second coming of Christ? How can we pos-
sibly remember a future event that has not happened yet? To
answer these questions, let us turn to our Bibles for the next
puzzle piece.

In chapters 4 and 5 of the book of Revelation, we read St.
John’s vision of the glory of God and of the Lamb. In this
vision, St. John sees the twenty-four elders who fall down in
worship before the throne of God. He sees fantastic angelic
creatures singing, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and is to come.” He sees myriads
of angels who say with loud voices, “Worthy is the Lamb who
was slain,” and he hears every creature in heaven and on
earth offer honor and glory to the Lamb. Many interpreters
of these passages say that this vision was inspired by the
Eucharistic Liturgy of the Church at the time of St. John.
The bread and wine, then, as today, become the Body and
Blood of Christ right there on the Holy Table. Behold the
slain Lamb of God that sits upon the heavenly throne — the
altar itself. (Take note of the fact that the piece of bread that
becomes the Body of Christ is referred to as “the Lamb.”) In
addition, in the prayer that the priest recites during the
Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts just before the
Lord’s prayer, one reads, “ … look upon us, Your unworthy
servants who stand at this holy altar as at Your cherubic
throne, upon which lies Your only-begotten Son and our

God, in the dread mysteries spread forth thereon ….” If we
read chapter 5 of Revelation we can see the parallels
between this prayer and the verses which read, “And
between the throne and the four living creatures and among
the elders, I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been
slain (…) [a]nd I heard every creature in heaven and on
earth and in the sea, and all therein, saying, ‘To Him who
sits upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor
and glory and might for ever and ever.’” Every time we
Orthodox Christians celebrate a Divine Liturgy, even a
Presanctified Divine Liturgy (where the gifts were previous-
ly consecrated during the Liturgy of either Chrysostom or
Basil), we are privileged to witness the exact same vision as
St. John described. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the slain
Lamb of God, in the bread and wine of the Eucharist, mani-
fests Himself in the presence of His people, and God’s king-
dom is made manifest upon the earth. Thus, we are remem-
bering the second coming because our Divine Liturgies pro-
vide a “sneak preview” of what the second coming of Christ
will be like when He comes to judge the living and the dead.

Our third puzzle piece also comes from the Holy
Scriptures. What are the two greatest commandments? The
Old Testament tells us that we are to “ … love the Lord your
God with all your heart, all your soul, and with all your
might” (Deut. 6:4) and to “ … love your neighbor as yourself
….” (Lev. 19:18). In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus
Christ re-affirms this in Matthew 22:36-24, Mark 12:28-31
and Luke 10:25-28, even stating, in the passage from Mark’s
gospel, that “[t]here is no greater commandment than
these.” Do we, as Orthodox Christians, follow and live these
two greatest commandments? Do we truly love God and do
we truly love our neighbor as Christ commands us to? We
shall see shortly that how we answer these two simple ques-
tions determines what we are experiencing in the Divine
Liturgy.

Our last puzzle piece is the Orthodox understanding of
hell itself. First of all, let me say that hell is not some
“closet” into which God throws bad people on Judgment
Day, then abandoning them for all eternity. Secondly, hell is
not Hades, despite the bad translations in many of our litur-
gical texts. Hades, the realm of the dead, where all souls
went because of the curse of death brought upon us by the
transgression of Adam and Even, has been completely and
utterly destroyed by Jesus Christ. That’s what Holy Week
and Pascha are all about. Through the cross, Jesus
descended into Hades and took that place of death, dark-
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ness, and separation from God, and destroyed it by filling it
with His eternal presence, His Divine Light, and His infinite
and eternal Love. Now, with death and Hades spoiled by
Christ, we look forward to the resurrection from the dead,
when our souls will be reunited with our new and glorious
bodies and we will stand before the Light and Love of our
Almighty God. Most of us think that if we are in the presence
of the Light and Love of God then we must be in Heaven; the
same place, however, is also Hell. Love burns. St. Isaac of
Ninevah describes Hell, stating:

… I say that even those who are scourged in hell are
tormented with the scourgings of love (…) that is, the
scourges of those who have become aware that they
have sinned against love …. The pain which gnaws
the heart as the result of sinning against love is sharp-
er than all other torments that there are. It is wrong
to imagine that the sinners in hell are deprived of the

love of God. (…) The power of love works two ways: it
torments those who have sinned … but to those who
have observed its duties, love gives delight.2

Commenting on this text from St. Isaac, Fr. Thomas Hopko
writes:

For those who love the Lord, His Presence will be infi-
nite joy, paradise and eternal life. For those who hate
the Lord, the same Presence will be infinite torture,
hell and eternal death. (…) According to the saints,
the “fire” that will consume sinners at the coming of
the Kingdom of God is the same “fire” that will shine
with splendor in the saints. (…) Thus it is the
Church’s spiritual teaching that God does not punish
man by some material fire or physical torment. God
simply reveals Himself in the risen Lord Jesus in such
a glorious way that no man can fail to behold His
glory. It is the presence of God’s splendid glory and
love that is the scourge of those who reject its radiant
power and light. Man’s eternal destiny — heaven or
hell, salvation or damnation — depends solely on his
response to this love.3

Simply put, Hell is standing in the presence of God’s light and
love and forgiveness and not wanting it or being completely
unable to comprehend it or partake of it. Nothing burns
greater than love that you don’t want!

Putting all of our puzzle pieces together, we arrive at this
undeniable conclusion — during every single Eucharistic
Liturgy, the Lord Jesus Christ manifests Himself before us as
the slain Lamb sitting upon the Holy Table that is both the altar
and the throne. In doing so, God provides a “sneak preview” of
the second coming and a foretaste of the Kingdom when we will
be resurrected from the dead — body and soul — and all will
stand in His Divine Presence. Then, Jesus will judge the living
and the dead, separate the sheep from the goats, and bestow
upon us the kingdom of Heaven or the fires of Hell. To deter-
mine where we stand in His judgment, each and every one of
us must answer honestly, “Do I really love God?” If we don’t
believe in the God of the Scriptures, if we don’t believe in the
teachings of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, if
we loathe coming to Church services, if we ignore the sacra-
mental life, if we just come to Church because that is what nice
people do, or because we think Church is a fashion show or
that Church is a linguistic and ethnic preservation society, and
if we do not actualize the evangelical and apostolic work of the
Gospel that Jesus Himself committed us to do, then the answer
is, “No, I do not love God.” Then ask, “Do I really love my neigh-
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bor as myself?” If we loathe anyone for any reason, if we are
unforgiving towards someone for whatever reason, if we can’t
stand the other person sitting two pews behind us, or if we neg-
lect the poor, the hungry, the naked, the thirsty, the sick, those
in prison, and all of those whom Jesus tells us to love — if we
love Him — then the answer is “No, I do not love my neighbor.”
If we answer “no” to either or both of these questions, then wel-
come to Hell! With all its splendor! Feel the fire of the presence
of God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the angels, the saints, icons,
incense, liturgy, that bishop, that priest, the woman who
changed your grandmother’s baklava recipe last year at the
annual festival, the visitor who sat in your pew, our parents,
our relatives, and all of our “friends.” All are gathered together
under one roof, there is nowhere to go for all eternity, and the
door is locked from the inside with the key of our attitude and
our conscience. Oh, the weeping and gnashing of teeth!

On the other hand, if we truly love God then we must love
Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Church and Her teachings, the
Liturgies and other worship services, and the Sacramental
life of the Church. If we love our neighbor then we must seek
humility, charity, and forgiveness amongst ourselves and with
all humanity and creation, and seek to preach, teach, and
spread that love of neighbor via the evangelical and apostolic
work of the Church, truly seeking to bring all mankind to the
love of God and the knowledge of Christ. If we do this with all
our heart, all our soul, and with all our might, then truly
wherever and whenever we gather together as a Church it is
a foretaste of heaven. Here, the door is always opened so that
God’s love can be poured out on all creation and so that all of
creation may enter herein. Look around. Do we see an “icon”
of heaven or of hell? It’s up to each and every one of us to
make the decision for ourselves. Is this where we want to be
for eternity? I hope so. If not, then let us seek during this
Lenten season, and at all times, to repent of those things
which keep us from the love of God and the love of neighbor,
so that we can know in our hearts that our Churches are truly
Heaven on Earth and a foretaste of the eternal joy of all the
saints. To Jesus Christ, our Lord and God and Savior, who
established His Holy Church on this earth to save us and to
provide us with the knowledge of the Kingdom to come, to
Him we send up glory, honor, and worship, now and ever and
unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Fr. Steven C. Salaris, M.Div., Ph.D., is pastor of All Saints of North America

Antiochian Orthodox Mission in St. Louis, MO.

1 A sermon preached on March 29, 2006 at the pan-Orthodox
Presanctified Divine Liturgy at St. Thomas Romanian
Orthodox Church, St. Louis, MO.

2 St. Isaac of Ninevah, Homily 84.
3 Fr. Thomas Hopko, The Orthodox Faith, vol. iv.

Spirituality. 2nd Ed., (Syossett, NY, Orthodox Church in
America, 1984), pgs. 196-197.
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“Sex” is a word belonging to
the sacred, not the theater mar-
quee. Yet “sex” is an exhilarat-
ing word used to sell everything
from cars and beer, to tooth
paste and every appliance on
“The Price is Right.”

Sex is also an explosive ser-
mon topic and any priest who
selects it is bound to touch off a
controversy. Many parishioners
prefer to ignore the topic, as if
children were indeed found in a
cabbage patch, while others
just throw up their hands about
our culture’s contemporary
conduct, insisting that nothing can be done
about it. Still others pretend to be shocked that the
clergy talk about a topic they consider just too “dirty for
Church,” as if it has nothing to do with spirituality. All
of these good intentions have contributed to the gener-
al moral decline, and specifically, to the sacred nature of
sex. The result has been an imbalance in the proper role of
sexual relations. In discussions with American youth, sociol-
ogists have discovered an inconsistency, with teens saying
sex is “no big thing,” while youth culture and its musical tra-
dition stress that it should be something special. Even adults
often profess that sex has nothing to do with right or wrong
but only what is best for the individual. The truth demands
some scriptural clarification.

The sexual character of the human person has a positive
role to play in human spirituality. God must sanction sexual-
ity, like all things truly human, as both inspired by and filled
with the Holy Spirit. Also, like other aspects of life, through
misuse and abuse, sexuality can be perverted and corrupted.
This is how sex can become an instrument of sin rather than
the means for glorifying God and fulfilling oneself as made in
His image and according to His likeness.

“The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body … Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? … Do you not know that he who joins him-
self with a prostitute becomes one body with her? For as it is

written, the two shall become one.
But he who is united to the Lord
becomes one spirit with Him.
Shun immorality. Every other sin,
which a man commits, is outside
the body; but the immoral man
sins against his own body. Do you
not know that your body is a tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit within you,
which you have from God?” (1
Corinthians 6:13-19).

The teaching of St. Paul about
sexuality is the same as his
teaching about eating and drink-
ing and all bodily functions. That
is, God gives them for spiritual

reasons to be used for His glory. In themselves
they are holy and pure. But we as Christians

must remember when we make moral decisions that,
“You are not your own; you were bought with a price.
So glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:20).

When we misuse or see pleasures of the body as ends
in themselves, they become instruments of sin and death.
The apostle Paul again affirms that all sexual perversions

have as their direct cause man’s sinful rebellion against God.
Man has, “boast[ed] of his wisdom but they have made fools
of themselves, so God gave them the freedom they desired …
giving them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity”
(Romans 1:22-24). It is “for this reason that God gave them
up to dishonorable and unnatural passions … since they did
not see fit to acknowledge God” (Romans 1:25). Under the old
law of Moses, adulterers, homosexuals and incestuous people
were ordered to be “put to death for to do such things they
deserve to die” (Leviticus 20:10-16). While defending the
moral righteousness of Moses’ law, the words of Christ are
full of hope, love and mercy for any sinner who repents and
asks for forgiveness. In short, he or she needs to experience
metanoia (change of heart) and redirect his or her life.
Today, sinful behavior is rationalized as alternative lifestyles,
yet the only alternative they offer “is spiritual death, not life.”
The call of Christ is to adopt a pure attitude as well as behav-
ior (Matthew 5:27-32; 19:3-9; Romans 7:3).

Sex
The Sacred Nature of 
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It is important to note that the Church does not have a
double standard on sexual morality. As a priest for more than
twenty-three years, I have heard over and over again that we
don’t care what our boys do as long as we don’t know and
don’t meet the girls they do whatever with! Our girls, howev-
er, well, that’s a different story … they must remain pure! The
same Christian moral standard is expected for both men and
women. The Orthodox Church continues to hold the view of
the apostle Paul that unrepentant adulterers, fornicators and
homosexuals will not enter the Kingdom of God (cf. I
Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19). According to the revela-
tion of God’s Word, the only two lifestyles sanctioned are the
community of marriage and celibacy.

It is in the community of marriage that sexual relations are
holy, pure and natural, with the ideal relationship being that
between one man and one woman forever. “Let marriage be held
in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for
God will judge the immoral and the adulterous” (Hebrews 13:4).

The single person who lives his or her whole life without
husband or wife is called to virginity or celibacy as a witness
in this world of the Kingdom of God, where “in the resurrec-
tion they neither marry nor are given in marriage but are like
angels in heaven” (Matthew 22:30). It is for this reason that
those who enter monastic life are said to have taken the
“angelic habit.” This does not mean there will be no sexual
character to the unmarried person’s spiritual life, for the
unmarried man or woman still will express his or her human-
ity in masculine and feminine spiritual forms. The goal of
such a lifestyle is to “promote good order and to secure your
undivided devotion to the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:38-40).

Sexuality in and of itself is not sinful in the eyes of God.
The impurity comes from human beings profaning what was
given as a sacred gift to express love. “Sex” is a word that
belongs to the sacred, not to the theater marquee or the ped-
dlers of pornography. It is high time that the Church raises
the moral bar and demands that Christians be faithful, pure,
and aspiring to the holiness of the Lord.

by Father Thomas Gallaway

Fr. Thomas Gallaway is pastor of St. Andrew Church,

Lexington, KY.

daily devotions

Very Rev. George Alberts

M A Y ,  2 0 0 6
1. ACTS 3:19-26; JOHN 2:1-11
2. ACTS 4:1-10; JOHN 3:16-21
3. ACTS 4:13-22; JOHN 5:17-24
4. ACTS 4:23-31; JOHN 5:24-30
5. ACTS 5 :1-11; JOHN 5:30-6:2
6. ACTS 5:21-33; JOHN 6:14-27
7. ACTS 6:1-7; MARK 15:43-16:8
8. 1 JOHN 1:1-7

JOHN 19:25-27, 21:24-25
9. ACTS 8:5-17; JOHN 6:27-33

10. ACTS 8:18-25; JOHN 6:35-39
11. HEBREWS 7:26-8:2

MATTHEW 5:14-19
12. ACTS 8:40-9:19; JOHN 6:48-54
13. ACTS 9:20-31; JOHN 15:17-16:2
14. ACTS 9:32-42; JOHN 5:1-15
15. ACTS 10:1-16; JOHN 6:56-69
16. ACTS 10:21-33; JOHN 7:1-13
17. ACTS 14:6-18; JOHN 7:14-30 18. 

ACTS 10:34-43; JOHN 8:12-20
19. ACTS 10:44-11:10; JOHN 8:21-30
20. ACTS 12:1-11; JOHN 8:31-42
21. ACTS 26:1-5, 12-20; JOHN 4:5-42
22. ACTS 12:12-17; JOHN 8:42-51
23. ACTS 12:25-13:12; JOHN 8:51-59
24. ACTS 13:13-24; JOHN 6:5-14
25. ACTS 14:20-27; JOHN 9:39-10:9
26. ACTS 15:5-34; JOHN 10:17-28
27. ACTS 15:35-41; JOHN 10:27-38
28. ACTS 16:16-34; JOHN 9:1-38
29. ACTS 17:1-15; JOHN 11:47-57
30. ACTS 17:19-28; JOHN 12:19-36
31. ACTS 18:22-28; JOHN 12:36-47
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“Blessed are the merciful,” where mercy and compassion
are evident from their deeds. I haven’t seen many of these peo-
ple in corporations or businesses. “Blessed are the meek,”
whose child-like qualities are worthy of emulation. I haven’t
noticed these people portrayed on television or in magazines.
“Blessed are the pure in heart,” those who are devoted to the
worship and service of God. These people are too few in our
churches. “Blessed are the peacemakers,” where are they in
governments around the world? These Beatitudes of our Lord,
given to us in Matthew, Chapter 5, are the instructions for liv-
ing a Christian life. Unfortunately, if we conform to our cul-
ture, we depart radically from what our Lord expects from us.

Your Grace Bishop THOMAS, Reverend Clergy, brothers
and sisters in Christ:

“Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind” (Romans 12:2). Saint Paul stress-
es that conforming to this world should not be the priority of
our lives. Instead, we should in a way all be rebels to this
world; as Orthodox Christians we should be rebellious against
actions such as discrimination, hatred, greed and idle talk.
Mark Twain said, “Whenever you find yourself on the side of
the majority, it’s time to pause and reflect.” This quote made
me ask myself whether I was following the majority. I came to
realize that my church and my family have made a major

impact on my life. They have helped me to find Christ and not
allowed me to conform to earthly cares. Therefore, while
growing up, it was easy for me not to follow the majority. From
my baptism to joining Teen SOYO, my Church and family have
played major roles in leading me on the right path. A sup-
portive, Christian family is a very important tool that trans-
forms young people. I thank God everyday that I belong to a
Christ-centered family.

In Luke 8:14, Jesus says, “Now the ones who fell among
the thorns are those who when they hear, go out and are
choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life and bring no
fruit to maturity.” In this Parable of the Sower, Jesus com-
pares the seeds that fell in the thorns to those who focus
more on earthly pleasures, even though they have heard the
Word of God. Although it is hard to resist the temptations of
this world, we must trust in God that He will help us on our
journey. For too many people, the temptation is so strong that
they fall into a world of sin and devastation. We are all sinners
in a world of sin and yet we manage to find Christ. The
Church is a perfect example of Christ in this world. It is like
a ship riding over the  murky waters of sin, shielding us from
all the dangers of the world. The Church provides me with a
positive, energetic, and committed group of people, who
inspire me and uplift my spirit. For me, they are the force

Judges’ Choice—
Paul Juzdan

Dioceses of New York and
Washington, DC and Oakland, PA

and the East

Oratorical
Festival
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through which I am transformed, because I see Christ in each
one of them. Someone once said to me, “Tell me who your
friends are and I will tell you who you are.”

How many of us Orthodox Christian teens have watched
someone we know walk down a wayward path? It may even be
a strong student, a good friend, a neighbor, or even a relative.
Most of us would see this person as an example of how not to
behave and be thankful for the path that we have chosen for
ourselves. But Christ instructs us to lead and guide those
people with the light that He shines through us.

How many of us justify sinning by saying to ourselves,
“Nobody’s perfect,” or “Since God is forgiving I don’t have to
be so hard on myself.” One man, after listening to the Ten
Commandments said, “Well at least I’ve never made any
graven images.” Society makes us feel it is okay to have pre-
marital sex or take illegal drugs. It is not society’s decision
but God’s decision whether or not these things are accept-
able. Moses is a perfect example of someone who did not con-
form to this world. In the Book of Hebrews (11:25) we learn
that Moses “Chose rather to suffer afflictions with the people
of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.” In this
verse Saint Paul is showing us the strength and faith Moses
had and telling us that we should be the same. Moses
renewed his spirit with God, which allowed him to endure the
pain and suffering.

Another challenge which requires the renewal of one’s
mind is coping with the death of a loved one. An excellent
example would be my mother. When she was only twenty-one
years old, her father died. Soon afterward, the Church
became a stranger to her. It wasn’t that she left the Church;
it was that she was angry with God for taking her father away
from her. She was so overcome by the death of her father that
she had forgotten about Christ. She became a different per-
son, hard to find or understand. Her belief that she would
never see her father again placed her in a state of deep
depression and tore her away from Christ’s comfort. The
world might tell us this is true but we, as Orthodox
Christians, know better. This kind of thinking is definitely
conforming to this world. Physical death is not our end but
rather the beginning of our eternal life. My mom’s struggle
was without hope. As Saint Paul teaches in 1 Thessalonians
(4:13), “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,

concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as
others who have no hope.” It was not until she married my
father, moved to America, and sincerely embraced the
Sacraments of the Church that she understood that Christ
was with her all her life. By renewing her mind through Christ
she was able to accept the death of her father.

In 2 Corinthians 3:18, Saint Paul says, “But we all, with
unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord,
are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” This verse is telling us
that understanding and accepting the Holy Spirit will trans-
form us into the likeness of Christ, therefore becoming what
we were made to be. We are all called to be perfect and pure.
It is so hard in this world to resist temptation. As Orthodox
Christians we should, “lay aside all earthly cares,” as stated
in our Divine Liturgy. We need to be leaders on the path to sal-
vation and show others that conforming to this world will only
lead to an immoral life.

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “Do not go where the path
may lead, go instead where there is no path and make a trail.”
Many of the paths in this world lead away from God. The only
way to salvation is through Jesus Christ and as Orthodox
Christians we must leave a trail for others to follow. Are we
good examples for our fellow brothers and sisters? Jesus
says, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven” (Matthew
5:16). By not conforming to this world and setting examples,
we are glorifying God.

I cannot speak for others, not my family, my friends, or my
brothers and sisters in Christ. I can, and will speak for myself.
I commit myself to walking with Jesus Christ, and to being
different from my peers. I know that my choice is difficult.
But our Lord does not promise us a smooth journey, only a
safe landing. And when I do land, and face Him for my judg-
ment, it is my sincere prayer that He will say to me, “Well
done thou good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your
Lord” (Matthew 25:1).

Paul Juzdan is a member of St. George Church, Little Falls, NJ.



The best thing that I do is sin. In fact, I’m a pro at it. I’m
not proud of it, but it’s a fact. I’m a sinner and I’m good at sin-
ning. So you might ask, why do I want to listen to a sinner?
Well, my saving grace here is that we’re all sinners. The
psalmist even says, “In sin did my mother conceive me.” And
isn’t it amazing to think of how good our God is; no matter
how bad of a sinner we are, He is always there ready to for-
give us, ready to offer His kingdom, ready with open arms.

When we asked Danny Shadid to be the Stewardship
Chair, I didn’t realize it was going to backfire on me and he
would ask me to give a stewardship address. I asked him why
me, and his response was: “You’re the Chairman of the
Board.” That phrase has become a running excuse at my
home with my wife, Debbie. We have conversations that go
like this: I pick up the phone from my office and call Debbie.
I tell her I’m going to the church for a meeting; she says what
for; I say, I’m not sure; she says, then why are you going; I
respond, I’m the Chairman of the Board. Well, I can only use
that excuse for two more months. And for those of you tired
of hearing from me, you only have to hear me through the end
of January, 2006 when my term expires. But for now, I’m what
you get.

While we’re on the topic of “The Chairman of the Board,”
let’s stay there for a moment, shall we. It is truly one of the
greatest honors I have ever had or will ever have. You get to
see the inner workings of the Church and learn so many good
things. And you get to know so many people and learn about
them. It is truly a blessing. And of course, with the good
comes the well, not so good. The meetings are a pure joy.
Picture this: I’m sitting there at the head of the board table
trying to lead an organized meeting. I’m leading my cousins
who think I’m still twelve years old; I’m leading my brothers
in law, my peers, my mentors; and I’m leading Ned Shadid,
who yes, locked me in a closet when we were growing up
together. Today, we’re the best of friends. Then there’s Fr.
Constantine; when he gets bored at meetings, he pulls a Bible
off the shelf and starts reading. Can you imagine how organ-
ized the meetings are?

Here are some of the top opportunities and complaints I
get as Chairman of the Board. I get, “the sound system in the
sanctuary is awful, I can’t hear a thing” — to, “the noise is
so loud in the Church, can you do something about the vol-
ume.” To both I reply, “I’ll see what I can do.” I hear it’s too
cold in the sanctuary during the service — to it’s too hot dur-
ing the service; “can you do something about the air?” I hear,
“the Parish Council gives the priest and the staff too much
vacation” — to “the priest and the staff work too hard; you
need to give them more time off.” I get, “there is too much
Arabic during the Divine Liturgy” — to, “I don’t hear enough
of my native tongue during the service.” And one of the best
complaints I get is, “those donuts you serve during Coffee
Hour aren’t fit for human consumption” — to, “thanks for
the donuts during coffee hour; could we also have bagels and
fruit?” Again, to all I reply, I'll see what I can do. Now put
yourself in my shoes; there is no winning here. My job as
Chairman of the Board is to try to maintain some kind of
peace and harmony. First of all, the Church pays for the
donuts. And of these complaints, some are strictly ecclesias-
tical and none of my business. In fact, the only complaint I
can truly solve is for those who are too hot or too cold in the
sanctuary. You see, it’s a zone issue like in your home. Some

Stewardship: WHY MY FAMILY TITHES
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spots are hot; some spots are cold. So if those people who are
too hot could find those people who are too cold and you just
switch seats, that problem would be solved.

Now what does all this have to do with stewardship? Well
that’s simple; one of the main complaints I get is about stew-
ardship. “Why are there so many speeches about steward-
ship?” “Why do people ask me to give money to the Church?
It’s no one’s business what I give.” And I also get, “Why can’t
you get all the parishioners to tithe?” “Why can’t you get the
people to give more money?” And, “why did you allow us to go
into debt to build the Family Life Center?” Now these are
some major complaints. In fact, if my grandfather Nafeeth
were living he would say, “The Church never did a project
until we had all the money or at least all the money pledged.
Why now?” Well imagine adding to all the worries you think
about at night and trying to sleep at night knowing that your
name is on a $1.5 million credit line loan for the Church.

You know, truly when I started writing this address, I did-
n’t really believe in people standing up here asking for money.
There was something about it that I didn’t like. It was like lis-
tening to a sales person. I didn’t understand the need; I
thought we should all just be tithing. Then I remembered, I’m
actually very shy and boring. I’m not in sales; I’m in service
and support. That’s what I do for a living. I’m after the sale. I
don’t sell the product, I support it. I tell you how to work it
and how to make money with it. I’m a much better party plan-
ner than a party attendee. Watch me at Coffee Hour. I'm bet-
ter at pouring the coffee than mingling. I can perform in front
of a group all day long, but at the party, I’m not the life. Thank
God, I’m married to the life of the party. So, being in support
instead of sales, I realized, the product of Stewardship had
already been sold. All I had to do is support it. And I believe
in God and St. Elijah so deeply, that supporting stewardship
is easy. Debbie and I are so blessed to have the opportunity to
share our faith and our Church with our four children and
raise them in such a wonderful environment. And we’re both
fortunate that we can attend Church with our parents.

I don’t have to sell stewardship. Stewardship was sold by
the number one sales person in the world — God. And here’s

His product: eternal life. That’s What God has to offer us. And
the terms of God’s promise of Eternal Life are simple: believe
that His Son Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior and follow
God’s Ten commandments.

Let’s cover those points, 

“For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever believed in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.”
Imagine Jesus is applying for the job of Lord and Savior of
your life. Think what His résumé would look like. Name: Jesus
Christ; address: seated at the right hand of the Father.
Telephone number: just call, toll free, any time, from any
place. Work experience: created heaven and earth and died
for our sins. References: God the Father. It’s a simple choice;
Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior.

The second term is a big one: follow God’s Ten command-
ments. Let’s just review the first commandment: 

“I am the Lord thy God; thou
shalt have no other Gods before me.”
His first commandment is — serve Me. We are to be His ser-
vants and serve Him in everything we do. He even tells us how
to serve Him — give Him 10% back of all He gives us to begin
with. When we “ bought” God’s sales plan, we became mem-
bers of a very elite group — those seeking the Kingdom of
God. And like belonging to the PTA, a neighborhood associa-
tion, a bowling league, or a country club, membership comes
with a price.

St. Elijah offers us so many ways to serve God. There are
tons of committees, tons of needs — Sunday School, the
Choir, Adult Fellowship, Ladies Aid — there is something for
everyone. I’m amazed every year at the Bake Sale that we
have the opportunity to meet new parishioners. This year I
met and got to know Mark McGuiness. I got to work with and
learn how to make sfeeha from my adopted grandmother,
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Aunt Adeeba. As you know, Nila Dutcher has just recently lost
her mother. When I went to see her and tell her I was sorry,
she said, yes, I’ve lost my mom, but there are plenty of ladies
at St. Elijah to fill the spot. What a huge statement about our
Church and the people of St. Elijah.

You see, St. Elijah is one of the best kept secrets. We need
to start spreading that secret. I have been a member since
birth, 45 years. My father has been a member for 81 years.
How many of our friends outside of St. Elijah can say that
they have been a member of their same church for 45 or 81
years. For that matter, how many of them can say they have
been a member of the same church for 3 to 5 years. I have
friends at work who are always saying, well I’m looking for a
new church. I respond, where did your old church go? We
have something going on here at St. Elijah — I invite us to
spread that secret — and not to just people outside the
Church but to those who are inside the Church, but not real-
ly a part of the Church.

One of the things I don’t like is when a parishioner says,
well I wasn’t asked to work or help or donate money so I’m not
going to. We need to quit waiting to be asked and become the
askers. The power of one is amazing. God just asked one per-
son to die for our sins, Jesus Christ. There is power in one
person asking another person to do something. In 1992,
Esber Samara asked me to chair the anniversary banquet.
I’ve done it about 8 times since then. Each of us needs to ask
just one person to join us as a full time, full fledged member
of St. Elijah and ask one person to work on a committee. Say
“hello” to one more person at Coffee Hour. Just imagine how
filled our sanctuary would be every Sunday, if we each just
asked one person to join us.

And to keep this place going, yes, it takes money. To main-
tain our entire facility inn 2006, our budget for 2006 will be
$795,000; $56,000 of that is our Archdiocese assessment.
That’s a lot of money. In fact, you can look at it this way; we
have about 744 members, so it’s about $1,075 per person, but
not really. Remember, I said there is a price to membership in
God’s kingdom. I’m not selling or preaching the price here,
I’m just supporting it. God simply asks us to give Him back
10% of what He gives us. Imagine what it would be like if we
all tithed. First, there would be no more Stewardship speech-
es. We would be able to pay all our bills every day with no
problem. And we could do amazing things as a tithing
Church. This Thanksgiving with all of us pitching in, we feed
over 50 needy families. If we all tithed, we could feed hun-

dreds of families and do even more. We would be serving God
on a top level of service and we could pay for a great portion
of the unpaid Family Life Center.

Let’s look at that a minute. Bishop BASIL reminded us at
the 85th Anniversary Banquet that of those who voted for the
Family Life Center, 89% of us voted to begin building the
Family Life Center, but only 25% of us have donated to the
project. We need the support of the other 75%. So last week, I
gave the Parish Council a challenge that by the parish meet-
ing in January we would raise over $100,000 in donations and
pledges by contacting as many of the 75% who haven’t donat-
ed yet as possible. So today, as the Chairman of the Board, I
am personally asking you if you haven’t donated to the Family
Life Center, to please do so. We don’t need to buy rooms or
pledge thousands of dollars. We need to pay for the paint for
the walls, the nails, you name it. So every dollar is important.
Every dollar is big. Please, if you haven’t donated or pledged,
do so today.

I’ve covered a lot and given us a few challenges. Here’s
our mission: First, be responsible for yourself, both spiritual-
ly and financially. Then, ask just one person to join you. God
gives us everything we have. All He asks in return is 10%.
When you receive your pledge card, I’m asking you to buy and
support God’s plan. There is no greater return on any
investment.

Yes, I'm a sinner, but by the grace of God, I'm being saved,
but only if I believe in Jesus Christ and follow God’s com-
mandments. I know what Debbie and I and our children do.
We tithe. “As for me and my house, we follow the Lord.” What
you do is between you and God and it’s His Kingdom we’re all
trying to get in. We bought His product, eternal life, by being
baptized and walking into His Church. Now all we have to do
is service the product we bought. All we have to do is be ser-
vants of the Lord. I pray for us all that when our time comes,
the Lord may say to us all, 

“Well done thy good and faithful
servant, enter into My Kingdom,”
which is now and forever. Amen.

by Harvey H.H. Homsey

Harvey Homsey is a member of St. Elijah Church, Oklahoma City, OK.
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10
Antioch

comes to 
Britain — THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY

Until comparatively recently, the Patriarchate of Antioch
has not been present in the British Isles. It first came to these
shores over twenty years ago, when as a result of the
Lebanese civil war and other pressures in the Middle East, a
growing number of immigrants settled here. There are around
15 million Arab Christians in the world, and a number of
Orthodox from Palestine, Lebanon and Syria decided there
should be a Church in London at which they could worship.
St. George’s Cathedral was leased and services have been
held there, largely in Arabic, for over twenty years. The pres-
ent Priest, Father Samir Gholam,
is Lebanese.

But in 1995 a Deanery was
created in this country of English
speaking communities. All this
took two years or so to come to
fruition. The process began in
early 1993 when the Pilgrimage to
Orthodoxy was set up by a small
group of Anglicans, who had
decided to leave the Church of
England and seek to become
Orthodox. I was invited to be the
President of this group, and our
initial contacts and support came
from Metropolitan PHILIP of the
Antiochian Archdiocese of North
America. Some of us visited him
in New Jersey towards the end of
1993. He commissioned a Priest,
Father Michael Keiser, to come over to this country regularly
to catechize us, and help us to set up a Deanery.

Our Patriarch, His Beatitude IGNATIUS IV, placed us
under his protection, and linked us with Bishop GABRIEL,
who lived in Paris and was then the Vicar-General for the
Antiochian Church in Western Europe. It has since become a
Diocese and he is now our Archbishop. In a historic moment

in September 1994, a group of us went to Paris to meet our
patriarch in our Bishop’s apartment, and he held out his
arms to us and welcomed us “home.” Many of us wept with
joy.

It took another six months before the Deanery was
launched. In March 1995, my wife and I were received into the
Orthodox Church. Three days later we went to Paris and I was
ordained Deacon by Bishop GABRIEL in the Greek Cathedral.
Two weeks later, we were to return, and on April 1, I was
ordained Priest, and appointed the first Dean. I was ordained

on April Fools’ Day, and it has been
a comfort ever since to know that
the Orthodox do have a place for
fools for Christ. We now have
about twelve parishes all over
England, and new ones are being
set up all the time. Last year, we
also set up parishes in Belfast,
Northern Ireland, and Dublin, in
the Republic of Ireland. This year
we celebrate our tenth anniver-
sary.

The policy of the Deanery has
been straight-forward from the
first — we are whole-heartedly
committed to being a Church in
which English people can feel at
home, with our services in
English, and our goals to help to
bring our country back to God and

its ancient Christian heritage. Equally we welcome all
Orthodox as true partners with us in this task. We do not
believe that culture or ethnicity should ever divide Christians.
But, if we are to have a Christian influence to our fellow coun-
trymen, the language has to be English.

We have also from day one sought to work as closely as
possible with all Orthodox. It was to me symbolic that at my
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ordination in Paris, a Greek Bishop was present. The Deanery
has also played a full part in the setting up of the Institute for
Orthodox Christian Studies in Cambridge University, which is
part of the Cambridge Theological Federation. Cambridge
now has the largest concentration of theological education in
Europe, and we are part of this. Our Chairman is Bishop
KALLISTOS of Diokleia. I was myself present at all the early
meetings, and the Patriarchate and Deanery have been
amongst the most generous donors.

This has also been true of the new course put out by the
Institute, “The Way.” Its Director is Professor David Frost, an
Antiochian, and I am his deputy. Last winter the course was
launched in the Greek Cathedral in London, Singapore and
Sydney, Australia, and this Fall it is being staged in the
Russian Cathedral in London. There are several Antiochians
on the committee and six of us are amongst the speakers.
Many of us were present at the Pan-Orthodox Swanwick con-
ference last summer, when the goal of one Orthodox jurisdic-
tion in this country was made clear, and we are committed to
that goal.

For Antiochians, a favorite text is Acts 11:26, “it was in
Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians.” The
Patriarchate has become very cosmopolitan in the last hun-
dred years, as it was in the beginning. It was from Antioch
that Paul and Barnabas began their missionary journeys,
which were to spread eventually to Rome itself. As we thank
God for the blessings of the first ten years of the Deanery, we
are rediscovering in this country our missionary heritage.

Before concluding — one must mention another
Antiochian who landed on our shores on May 27, 669. He was
St. Theodore of Tarsus. He had been chosen by the Pope to be
the Archbishop of Canterbury. He was to serve (from the age
of 67) for twenty years, and he is rated one of the most influ-
ential Archbishops of Canterbury of all time. It was he who
united the Church in this country, and the Diocesan and
Parish structures, which have lasted to this day, were largely
set up by him, as well as educational facilities, which had
barely existed before. The great historian Bede describes the
years he was in this country as “the happiest time of the
English people since they came to Britain.” But Antioch is
back in this country and Ireland, and “happiness” is an apt
word to describe what we are experiencing, thanks be to God!

by Father Michael Harper
Dean, Antiochian Orthodox Deanery

of the United Kingdom and Ireland

The Orthodox
World

IOCC Appoints New Communication

Director

Baltimore (IOCC) International Ortho-
dox Christian Charities (IOCC)
announces the appointment of Amal E.
Morcos as its Director of Communica-
tions. Ms. Morcos will be responsible for
implementing the organization’s commu-
nications plan, and act as its communica-
tion’s liaison with other organizations.

Ms. Morcos is a twenty-year communi-
cations professional who has worked at
some of America's most recognizable non-
profit and media organizations. During
her six-year tenure as Executive Director
of the Atlanta Press Club, where she
launched the organization’s Educational
Endowment Fund, it grew to become the
second largest journalism association in
the U.S., after the National Press Club. In
1993, Ms. Morcos was named Acting
Director of Communications at the United
Negro College Fund, overseeing that orga-
nization’s production of print and elec-
tronic marketing materials, and its
nationally recognized, award-winning
public service advertising campaign. She
began her career at Time, Inc. Magazine
Company, where she worked as a fact-
checker for the journalists of Life, Money

and Fortune magazines.
IOCC was founded in 1992 as the offi-

cial humanitarian aid agency of the
Standing Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas
(SCOBA). Since then, it has implemented
$225 million in relief and development
programs in 30 countries around the
world.



The Word 17

The 2006 SOYO

Leadership Conference

and SOYO Summer

Meetings will take place
July 21-26, 2006 at the
Antiochian Village Heritage
and Learning Center.

Fr. Joseph Purpura stat-
ed that the purpose of this

Leadership Conference is:
• To train and equip officers to lead in their capacity as

officers of NAC (North American Council) and
Diocesan SOYO. 

• To enable SOYO Officers to lead Teen SOYO on its var-
ious levels in the parish, diocese and archdiocese and to
enable other teens to do the ministries of SOYO.

Teen Officers will:
• Learn leadership skills
• Further develop the ministries of SOYO and plan out

their 2006-2007 SOYO year. 
• Live out SOYO’s goal of raising a generation of leaders

and disciples for the Holy Orthodox Church. 
Attendance at the SOYO Leadership Conference and

Summer Meetings of SOYO is a requirement for all newly-
elected NAC and Diocesan SOYO Officers.  

Those wishing to help fund this Conference and to help
defray the cost of attendance and travel for our newly-elect-
ed SOYO officers may send their donations to the
Department of Youth Ministry – PO Box 389 – Westwood, MA
02090.  Please make checks payable to “SOYO Leadership
Conference” or go to our secure online donation page found
at www.teenSOYO.org and place in the note field of the dona-
tion form “SOYO Leadership Conference”.

__________________________________

SOYO Diocesan Elections

Information

Are you an active Teen
SOYO Member in your parish
looking for a challenging
position of serving the
Church and your fellow
Orthodox Christian Teens? 

Are you looking to grow in your faith?
Looking to gain Leadership skills?
Want to make a difference in the life of people around

you?
Consider running for a Diocesan Teen SOYO office this

summer at your Diocesan Parish Life Conference.
To be nominated you must complete a SOYO Officer

Nomination Form, have your parent and Pastor sign it and
bring it to the SOYO Meeting at the Parish Life Conference.
Be sure to give it to the SOYO Spiritual Advisor prior to the
start of the SOYO General Assembly at your conference.
Nomination forms are now available online at
www.teenSOYO.org

__________________________________

NAC Teen SOYO Special Olympics

Sports Camp

Applications for Teen SOYO Coaches
are now available online at
www.teenSOYO.org for teens ages 16-19.

My SOYO Special Olympics Experience
By Michelle Nicola

“Let me win but if I can not win, let me be brave in the
attempt.”  At the Special Olympics Pennsylvania training
camp, this is what someone would hear the athletes and
coaches shouting as they played their sports and ate their
meals.  This motto means a lot to me because for the past
two summers I have been a volunteer coach at a Special
Olympics training camp in Pennsylvania.

DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH MINISTRIES

DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH MINISTRIES
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The first time I traveled to Special Olympics was in the
summer of 2004.  During the first days of training I was
scared, did not know anyone, and wanted to come home.  I
knew I needed to stay because I had made a commitment to
myself, to the coaches, and to the athletes.  It is a good thing
I stayed because it turned out to be one of the greatest weeks
of my life.  No education or credentials could have taught me
the life lessons I learned while at camp.  I found a patience
and sense of determination in myself that I never knew exist-
ed.  The athletes amazed me each day with their enthusiasm
and pure hearts.  Every morning I was greeted with a hug
and smile from each athlete in my cabin and those on my
team.  If an athlete fell in soccer, they would get back up and
get to the ball.  Nothing could bring them down.  As I
coached that week teaching the fundamentals of basketball,

I realized I was not the one doing the teaching; the athletes
were teaching me how to live and love life.  Each morning
they woke up with a smile on their faces, excited and ready
to embrace the day.  As I stayed in cabins with the athletes I
saw what a struggle it was to brush their teeth or put on a
shirt, and I considered myself fortunate that I could do those
everyday tasks.  While taking care of my body was easy, tak-
ing care of my life was something I learned from the athletes.

They live each day with such enthusiasm and never com-
plain, even with all the struggles they face.  I saw so many
scraped knees and hurt ankles, but I never once saw a
broken spirit.

My experience at Special Olympics might be similar to
what I will experience at college.  When I first arrive, I may
want to come home.  However, all I have to do is recall my
times at Special Olympics and I will regain the determina-
tion to succeed.  Just like I owed it to myself, the coaches
and athletes to be at camp, I owe it to myself, my family, and
my peers to succeed in college.  I have seen the struggles
that people with mental and physical disabilities face and I
have learned to treat them as equals.  Through my experi-
ences at Special Olympics, I will be able to teach others how
to accept people with disabilities and discover abilities with-
in themselves.  Special Olympics was one of the most enrich-
ing experiences of my life.  The lessons I learned will help
motivate me to be a successful college student.  The Special
Olympics motto, “Let me win but if I can not win, let me be
brave in the attempt,” not only pertains to success in sports,
but also success in life.

Michelle Nicola is a Teen SOYO member from St. John

the Evangelist Orthodox Church in Orinda, California.
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2006 Bible Bowl - The Book of Acts

Teens are encouraged to participate in the Bible Bowl.
Each parish of the Archdiocese should have a Teen Team
(ages 13-18) and an adult team (19 and up), representing
their parish at their Parish Life Conference.  The winner of
each Diocesan Bible Bowl will compete this year at the
Antiochian Village Heritage and Learning Center in July
2006.

Information on the Bible Bowl and other festivals may
be found at www.antiochian.org/festivals.

Practice questions for the Book of Acts may be found at
http://www.orthodoxyouth.org/acts/articles.htm

You may also utilize our online ACTS study guide (still
under development) at http://www.orthodoxyouth.org/acts

__________________________________

NAC Teen SOYO Orthodox Youth Outreach OYO

OYO continues it growth, having now sponsored 15
major outreach events.

May 5-7, 2006 South Central Los Angeles, CA

March 10-12, 2006: Toronto, Canada

Feb. 25 , 2006: Providence, RI

Feb. 17 - 19, 2006: Nashville, TN

Jan. 14-16, 2006: Houston, TX

Nov. 18-20, 2005: San Francisco, CA

June 14-22, 2005: Crossroad, Holy Cross Seminary

May 27-30, 2005: Tijuana, Mexico

March 25-27, 2005: Houston, TX

March 4-6, 2005: Los Angeles, CA

Nov. 5-7, 2004: Chicago, IL

July 5-6, 2004: Philadelphia, PA

May 28-30, 2004: Washington, DC

May 28-30, 2004: San Francisco, CA

January 2-4, 2004: Los Angeles, CA

This June, SOYO members that have gone on at least two
major OYO events will be eligible to participate in a week-
long SOYO Orthodox Youth Outreach event geared towards
producing teen leaders for our Orthodox Youth Outreach
Ministry.  More information on OYO and this June event in
New York may be found at www.orthodoxyouthoutreach.net

__________________________________

Christ in the Wilderness Retreat
Snowy Lakes, North Cascade Mountains,

Washington State

“Some people, in order to discover God, read books. But

there is a great book: the very appearance of created things.

Look above you! Look below you! Note it. Read it. God,

whom you want to discover, never wrote that book with

ink. Instead He set before your eyes the things that He had

made. Can you ask for a louder voice than that?  Why heav-

en and earth shout to you: God made me!’” St. Augustine
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Do You Seek a Deeper Spiritual Life?

Find it in the heavenly places on earth.

August 28th – September 4th, 2006

Teens, college students, and adults who want to re-dis-
cover God through His Creation are welcome to join us on a
pilgrimage into the spiritual lessons of wilderness to explore
prayer, spiritual reflection, and the Orthodox understanding
of the Creation.

Hosted by:

Orthodox Fellowship of the Transfiguration, Fred
Krueger, Facilitator — Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese
Department of  Youth Ministry www.antiochian.org/soyo; Fr.
Joseph Purpura

To register contact: Kae Lourie, Orthodox Wilderness
Retreats, PO Box 389, Everson, WA 98247

Deadline: August 15, 2006        (360) 966-2375, fax: (360)
966-3193, e-mail: scrooby@earthlink.net

2006 Teen SOYO General Assembly Schedule
Teen SOYO officers from each parish are encouraged to

attend their SOYO Diocesan Delegates Meeting at their
Diocesan Parish Life Conference on the following dates.  See
www.antiochian.org/dccp for more conference details.

Teen SOYO General Assembly dates and time:
• May 26th (Friday) at 10:00 AM - Diocese of Los

Angeles and the West - in San Diego, CA
• June 15th (Thursday) at 12:30 PM - Diocese of Miami

and the Southeast – in Atlanta, Georgia
• June 17th (Saturday) at 1:30 PM – Diocese of Wichita

and Mid-America – in El Paso, TX
• June 23rd (Friday) at 10:30 AM – Diocese of Worcester

and New England – at Lake Winnipesaukee, NH
• June 30th (Friday) at 10:00 AM – Diocese of Toledo

and the Midwest – in Independence, OH
• June 30th (Friday) at 11:00 AM    - Diocese of Ottawa,

Eastern Canada and Upstate New York in Richmond
Hill, ON Canada

• July 6th (Thursday) at 10:30 AM – Dioceses of New
York and Oakland, PA (Eastern Dioceses) in
Coraopolis, PA
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Is there a more pure and beautiful sight than
a woman lovingly instructing a child?

During Sunday of Orthodoxy vespers I was
particularly moved while observing several
mothers patiently teaching their youngsters the
ways of our Faith.

This month we celebrate our mothers on
Mother’s Day, and (fleetingly!) reflect on their
enduring love for us, their children, and the
untold sacrifices they have made — and contin-

ue to make — for us. This month we also commemorate the Myrrh-Bearing
Women, Great Martyr Irene, St. Helen and Photini, the Samaritan Woman —
each woman an exemplary model of enduring faith, sacrifice and charity.

Women guide us through the strength and power of their love. Women
today in North America also have financial power, as never before. This
month I appeal to my sisters in Christ to further embrace our Holy
Orthodox Faith. Include your local parish and our Archdiocese in your will
or estate plans. Ask your family members to do likewise. We are guests on
this earth. As we strive to live a saintly life in preparation for eternal life, let
each and every one of us leave a lasting legacy for Orthodoxy. A bequest gift
requires no sacrifice. Quite the opposite, it is one more act of love and nur-
turing for our children, our grandchildren and future generations of
Orthodox Christians. A bequest gift to the Church is an act of love and faith.
It is the ultimate gift.

For a confidential discussion of how you can contribute or make a lega-
cy gift, contact:

Ruth Ann Skaff, Director of Development
Toll free: 866-765-7001
Phone: 301-765-7001
Fax: 301-765-6267
E-mail: development@antiochian.org

Ruth Ann Skaff is Director of Development of the Self-ruled
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese.

Department of 
development

MOTHERS AND OTHER SAINTS

by Ruth Ann Skaff
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—by Madeline Tappe, age 9

Have you ever had one of those days
when you wake up and just want to go
back to bed and then you remember
something that you’re going to do that
day and you jump out of bed, all tired-
ness forgotten? Well, that happened to
me one day when I remembered I was
going to the Antiochian Village. By the
way, I am Madeline Tappe and I would
like to tell you about my wonderful expe-
rience at the Antiochian Village. This was
my first time going to camp and I was
excited and scared.

On the car trip over, I decided I was
more scared than excited and I was hav-
ing second thoughts about going and I
told my father so. He was driving my
brother Will, my first cousin Leeanne,
and my cousin Scottie. He said that I
should not worry because it is very fun,
so I asked my cousin Leeanne because it
was her and my brother’s second time
going and she said he was right. I
believed them so I tried to forget about
being scared and enjoy the movies we
were watching, but it was hard.

When we got there, we went to check
in and to drop off money for the Gimme
shop. After that we went outside to a
man who announced our arrival over the
mega phone and told our counselors to
come meet us and take us to our cabins.
My dad dropped our bags off at our cab-
ins and said goodbye. My counselor’s
name was Tara and my Cabin mates were
Victoria, Sophia, Leah, and Julia. My CIT
(counselor in training) was named
Rachel.

I really liked my new friends. We went
back up to the main office and played

cards with our brother cabin, which
included my cousin Josh. He had ridden
up with his father. Later that day when
we were playing Four-Square my
cousin’s cabin came to play and she told
me that she was the sister and brother
cabins with Will, my brother’s cabin.
Later we went back to the cabin and
washed up for disco night, Vespers and
dinner. After disco night, Vespers and
dinner we went to pray with our sister
cabin. Every morning we had Matins and
then breakfast. Matins is like Liturgy but
it is every day, not just on Sunday.

I would like to tell you a little secret,
before I went to camp I usually did not
like to go to church because I did not
understand the Liturgy. But, when I went
to the Antiochian Village it changed my
life in so many different ways and my
perspective about church. We were able
to sing and chant during Liturgy along
with everybody, including the priests. I
really liked being a part of the service.
Now when I go to church I read the
Liturgy book and follow along with the
service because I understand what the
priest is saying.

The next Monday we went horse back
riding. We rode Western so I did not have
as much experience as I do in English
riding. Oh, I almost forgot to tell you
about the Gimme shop. It has tons of
candies and sodas which you pick from
every day. All week I was having so much
fun playing with my friends and learning
about my heritage and Orthodoxy that I
did not notice that the end of my stay
was coming. The night before every one
was supposed to leave I sat up all night
recounting the adventures I had at the

Antiochian Village.
At about 5:00 that morning my cabin

mates Julia and Leah woke me up to say
“goodbye” because they were flying
home so they had to leave early. I woke
up, helped them pack the rest of their
things and then said goodbye as the
truck came to carry their suitcases up to
the waiting bus. Later on, the rest of our
cabin went up to eat a quick breakfast,
then we got our suitcases and went to
wait for our parents. We found Victoria
and Sophia’s parents so my counselor
and I said goodbye as they drove away. I
was waiting for my dad to pick me up so
we went to the Gimme shop for the last
time and got some popsicles.

I looked for my cousins and they were
at the volleyball court so I went to the
parking lot to wait for my dad. I saw my
dad pull in and I ran as fast as I could
and hugged him as hard as I could.
Later, my cousins came, so we left. In the
car Leeanne told me that Will liked some-
one from camp so he told us her name is,
oops, sorry that’s his little secret.
Anyway, I enjoyed my stay at the
Antiochian Village more than anything in
the world! It was my home away from
home and no matter how many times I go
back I will never forget the first time I
went to the Village. I encourage everyone
to go to the Village and have the time of
their lives, just like I did.

Madeline attends St. George Church

in Charleston, WV, and is signed up

and ready for another Summer at

camp!

If you’ve ever wondered why it’s important for kids to attend the Village …

MY FIRST TIME AT CAMP

As you can see by Madeline’s article, the Village is a life-changing experience for our youth. Camp has helped foster and provide
formation to countless youths for over 25 years who remain active in the Church. Antiochian Village is excited and honored to part-
ner with parents, families and parishes to help minister to our children. For Summer 2006, there is still availability in Session I (June
18-30). If you haven’t already, check out our website at www.antiochianvillage.org and register your child for camp!
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The annual St. Vladimir’s
Seminary Summer Institute is
a week-long study opportunity
for everyone interested in the
life of the Orthodox Church:
clergy and laity, men and
women, young and old.
Participants are invited to
delve into important theologi-
cal questions in small and
large group discussions, all
within a context of active involve-
ment in daily worship. A
combination of lecture and inter-
active workshops will explore this year’s theme, “A Christian

Ending to our Life: The Mystery of Death.”

“Everyone speaks of death as something that concerns us
all,” says Dr. Peter Bouteneff, SVS Assistant Professor in
Dogmatic Theology and organizer of this year’s Institute.
“But do we all understand the same thing about death? A
physician, a theologian and an insurance salesman will speak
differently about death. And anyone’s perspective changes
when they look at their own death or that of a loved one.”

A full cycle of services in the seminary’s chapel is at the
center of the activities that define this edifying week. The SVS
Summer Institute provides opportunities to make and renew
friendships, to interact with SVS faculty and guest lecturers.
Participants will enjoy being on the beautiful campus, taking
advantage of the SVS bookstore, and having access to the
seminary’s library.

The daily program allows for several different ways to par-
ticipate in the Institute. Participants may attend specific lec-
tures and activities focused on Liturgical Music, or Theology
and Pastoral Practice. Those in the Liturgical Music track will
receive training in singing, conducting, and composition, and
also attend lectures on such topics as Interpreting Music for

the Departed and Hymns of

St. John Damascus. Those in
the Theological and Pastoral
track will explore topics such
as Life and Death Today:

Ethical Issues, Death in the

Old and New Testament, and
Legal Implications of Death:

Wills and Living Wills.

Participants in both tracks
will also hear lectures by guest

faculty, who include some of the
most gifted scholars, practition-
ers, and writers in the Orthodox

Church today, such as David Bentley Hart, Fr. John Garvey,
and Lila Kalinich. These and other distinguished guests will
join SVS faculty and staff members during several days of the
Institute in order to interact with participants in lecture as
well as in informal question-and-answer sessions.

A new feature being offered this year is an intensive
twelve-hour for-credit course on Christian counseling in rela-
tion to death and dying taught by Dr. Albert Rossi, clinical
psychologist and SVS Adjunct Professor of Pastoral Theology.
Dr. Rossi will cover topics including an Orthodox vision of
death; tasks of mourning; grief, suffering and pain manage-
ment; children and death; suicide; euthanasia; miscarriages;
and abortion. Those in the course will acquire counseling
skills through an interactive and discussion-oriented learn-
ing style.

Please visit the “Events” section of our website,
www.svots.edu, for detailed information about the sessions,
the faculty, registration, fees and accommodations. A regis-
tration form is downloadable at http://www.svots.edu/files/-
2006institute/2006-registration.pdf. More information and
registration forms are also available by e-mailing
events@svots.edu or calling (914) 961-8313.

“A Christian Ending to our Life:
The Mystery of Death.”

SVS Summer Institute
June 25-30, 2006

A SHORT-TERM WAY TO STUDY AT ST. VLADIMIR’S SEMINARY
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This year’s theme of the Institute is
Exploring the Fundamentals of

Orthodox Music, or “Back to Basics”:

A Conference devoted to exploring the

meaning of Orthodox Musical Form

and Content.

This year’s SMI will host many new
speakers and old favorites. Among the
new and special sessions for this year’s
SMI will be, for the first time, presenta-
tions on the chant, choral music and
history of our Western Rite Tradition. In
addition, a special session will be pre-
sented on the harmonized Prosomia
(special melodies) recently issued by
the Department. Another new session
will feature the history of the Friday
Akathist with the Byzantine music of
Kazan (issued for the first time), neatly
featured with text and music, including
ison added. And, of course, our new
Chairman of the Department, Christo-
pher Holwey, will devote a session to
presenting the goals of the Department
and answering your questions.

The Keynote speaker will be Mark
Bailey, MM, Yale School of Music and
Lecturer at St. Vladimir’s Seminary, an
extraordinary musician, lecturer and
choral conductor with a background in
both Byzantine and Russian traditions,
who will address the participants on
the theme of the Institute. Bishop
THOMAS is scheduled to preside over
the liturgical services.

This year’s workshops will include
topics never before presented. These
will include new workshops on examin-
ing the different types of Troparia
(idiomela, automela, and prosomia)
and their function (including theotokia,
megalynaria, kontakia, exaposteilaria
and more); workshops presenting the

music for Troparia for the Saint of the
day, the theology of both Kontakia and
the Paschal Odes, and how to organize
Matins. Other workshops will feature
pitch-giving, children’s music, conduct-
ing, using the Finale program for com-
puterizations, improving your presenta-
tion of the Divine Liturgy, how to obtain
a great sound from your choir, learning
the basics of Western Music Theory,
conducting instruction, and learning
the basic Byzantine eight tones. An
entire session will be devoted to singing
lots and lots of new music. The SMI will
also feature its annual talent show,
which features an outstanding array of
the musical talent within the
Archdiocese.

The Department of Sacred Music is
excited about this year’s SMI, the new
subjects, the new speakers and all the
old favorites. It strongly encourages
and sincerely hopes that parishes will
make arrangements for their choir
director, choir members and chanters
to attend these sessions, to learn and to
share experiences, to meet new friends
and to bring back to their parishes the
new choral and chant music so impor-
tant to prayerful worship.

The mission of the Department of
Sacred Music is to provide leadership to
the parishes of the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese, drawing from the
talents of the faithful in order to serve as
a resource for the publication of Music, to
organize workshops and seminars, to
build strong ties of communication
throughout the Archdiocese, to support the
work of missions, and to be a positive
influence in the creation of new works of
liturgical music for the glory of God and
the Holy Orthodox Faith.

sacred music institute

The Department
of Sacred Music is 
excited to announce
its agenda for its

21ST ANNUAL
SACRED MUSIC

INSTITUTE
(SMI), to be held
Wednesday, July 12
through 
Sunday, July 16,
2006 at the 
Antiochian Village,
Ligonier, PA.

TO FOCUS ON MUSICAL FORM AND CONTENT
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Individual Contributions to Archdiocese Funds
January 31, 2006
GENERAL FUND

Metropolitan PHILIP ..................................................... $10,000
Bishop ANTOUN................................................................. 1,000
Anonymous....................................................................... 40,000
Mrs. Elaine Heider, Johnstown, PA ................................ 25,000
Mrs. Adele Soffa, San Marino, CA .................................. 20,000
Mr. Kory Warr, Oklahoma City, OK.................................. 10,000
Mr. Anton Khoury, Miami, FL ......................................... 10,000
Dr. Elias Hebeka, Naples, FL .......................................... 10,000
Mr. Fawaz El Khoury, Westboro, MA .............................. 10,000
Anonymous....................................................................... 10,000
Mr. Edward Assile, Cresskill, NJ..................................... 10,000
Dr. David Bojrab, Ft. Wayne, IN ...................................... 10,000
Mr. William Morrison, Wheaton, IL ................................ 10,000
Mr. William Nassir, La Jolla, CA...................................... 10,000
Dr. Donald Howard, Davie, FL ........................................ 10,000
Mr. Dan Braun, Goleta, CA.............................................. 10,000
Mr. Ernest Saykaly, Montreal, Quebec, Canada ............ 10,000
Mr. Gregory Laham, Westwood, MA ............................... 10,000
Mr. Dave Tax, Newport Beach, CA .................................... 9,000
Mr. Hafiz Nassar, Toledo, OH ............................................ 8,000
Mr. Robert Laham, Chestnut Hill, MA.............................. 8,000
Mr. George Nassor, Wyckoff, NJ ........................................ 7,000
Mr. Nicola Antakli, Troy, MI............................................... 7,000
Dr. Raymond Rishwain, Stockton, CA .............................. 7,000
Anonymous......................................................................... 7,000
Mr. Mansour Rayan, Lincolnwood, IL.............................. 6,000
Mr. Walid Khalife, Bloomfield Hills, MI ............................ 5,000
Mr. Sam Newey, Jacksonville, FL...................................... 5,000
Mr. George Darany, Dearborn, MI..................................... 4,000
Mr. Philip Haddad, Charleston, WV .................................. 3,500
Anonymous......................................................................... 3,500
Dr. Sam Kouri, Wichita, KS ............................................... 3,000
Dr. John Dalack, Staten Island, NY .................................. 3,000
Mr. Alan Abraham, Grand Rapids, MI .............................. 2,500
Mr. Abe Abraham, Grand Rapids, MI................................ 2,500
Mr. James Abraham, Grand Rapids, MI ........................... 2,500

Mr. Wade Abraham, Grand Rapids, MI ............................. 2,500
Rt. Rev. Paul Doyle, Torrance, CA .................................... 2,000
Mr. Walter Parhamovich, Las Vegas, NV........................... 2,000
Interaudi Bank, New York, NY........................................... 2,000
Dr. Anthony Bashir, W. Roxbury, MA ................................ 1,000
Mr. Adeeb Sadd, Encino, CA ............................................. 1,000
Dr. Alan Matook, Cedar Grove, NJ .................................... 1,000
Mr. Richard Ayoub, Glendale, CA...................................... 1,000
Mr. Anthony Thomas, Louisville, KY ................................ 1,000
Army Chaplain Fund, Arlington, VA .................................... 205
The St. Philothei Stewardship Fund, Atlanta, GA.............. 120
Dr. Samuel Cross, Jr., Ford City, PA..................................... 100

FOR THE PATRIARCHATE OF ANTIOCH

James N. Koury, La Habra, CA ..................................... $50,000
(Al Hosn Hospital and University for Wadi El-Hosn)

St. George Church, West Roxbury, MA........................... 14,117
(St. George Orthodox Council for Enfeh, Lebanon)

Dr. Ibrahim Hanna in Honor of Dr. Wehbeth
and Mrs. Samira Hanna .................................................. 10,000

(St. Gregory Orphanage, Damascus, Syria)
Endowment of the Antiochian Women and
Katherine Ajar Fund.......................................................... 5,000

(Saidnaya Monastery, Syria)
Gloria El-Khouri, Scottsdale, AZ ...................................... 5,000

(Balamand Monastery, Loura, Lebanon)
Gloria El-Khouri, Scottsdale, AZ ...................................... 5,000

(Al-Hosn Hospital)
Dr. Ali N. Schwayri ............................................................. 3,000

(Church of St. John, Kafarhata, El Koura, Lebanon)
St. John of Damascus, Dedham, MA................................... 947

(St. Gregory Orphanage, Damascus, Syria)
Ms. Evie Hage, Leander, TX ................................................. 500

(St. Gregory Orphanage, Damascus, Syria)
Ms. Evie Hage, Leander, TX ................................................. 500

(Saidnaya Monastery, Syria)

ARCHDIOCESE SEMINARY FUND

Sam F. Hamra Memorial Fund ........................................ $1,000
Elaine Heider ..................................................................... 1,000
George Nassor .................................................................... 1,000
Mr. Nicola Antakli.................................................................. 500
Dr. George Farha ................................................................... 500
Mr. Dave Tax.......................................................................... 500
Mr. Walid Khalife ................................................................... 250
Church of the Annunciation, Calgary, AB .......................... 250

archdiocesan
office
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ARCHDIOCESE SEMINARIANS FUND

Joel Swehla....................................................................... $1,200
Anonymous......................................................................... 1,000
Mr. Nicola Antakli.................................................................. 500
Mr. Dave Tax.......................................................................... 500
Mr. Sam Newey ...................................................................... 300
Mr. George Darany ................................................................ 200

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN

Dr. Sam Kouri ...................................................................... $500
Mr. Dave Tax.......................................................................... 500
Mr. Philip Haddad ................................................................. 250
Mr. Walid Khalife ................................................................... 250
Mr. George Darany ................................................................ 200

FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE

Dr. Sam Kouri ...................................................................... $500
Mr. Nicola Antakli.................................................................. 300
Mr. Philip Haddad ................................................................. 250
Mr. Walid Khalife ................................................................... 250
Mr. George Darany ................................................................ 200

NAC TEEN SOYO

Dr. Sam Kouri ...................................................................... $500
Mr. Nicola Antakli.................................................................. 300
Mr. Philip Haddad ................................................................. 250
Mr. Walid Khalife ................................................................... 250
Mr. Sam Newey ...................................................................... 200
Mr. George Darany ................................................................ 200

MIDWEST TEEN SOYO

Mr. Nicolas Antakli.............................................................. $200

THE V. REV. PAUL W. AND HILDA K. MOSES

BENEVOLENT FUND

Fr. Paul Moses .............................................................. $100,000

THE AMEROSE MEMORIAL FUND

Mrs. Mary Mabardie, Ridgewood, NJ ............................. $3,000

THE YOUSSEF NASR VILLAGE ENDOWMENT FUND

Mr. Youssef Nasr............................................................. $25,000

THE YOUSSEF LESLIE ASSAD AND

MARK NASR FUND FOR SAIDNAYA

Mr. Youssef Nasr............................................................. $25,000

ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE CAMP

Mr. and Mrs. George Zac Zac ...................................... $300,000
Nicola Antakli..................................................................... 3,500
Fawaz El Khoury................................................................ 3,500
Walid Khalife ...................................................................... 3,500
Anton Khoury..................................................................... 3,500
Leon Smatt (Celebration of 80th Birthday) .................... 2,185
Stephen Gowers ................................................................. 1,000

CLERGY BENEFITS FUND

Mr. Kory Warr ................................................................... $5,000
Dr. Gregory Esper .............................................................. 1,300

YOUTH DEPARTMENT

Anonymous....................................................................... $2,000
Elaine Heider ..................................................................... 1,000
David Tax............................................................................... 500
Walid Khalife ......................................................................... 250

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Anonymous....................................................................... $2,000

MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT

Elaine Heider ................................................................... $1,000

MARRIAGE AND PARISH MINISTRIES DEPARTMENT

Anonymous....................................................................... $3,000
Mr. Sam Newey ...................................................................... 300

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRIES

Anonymous....................................................................... $2,000

CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND

Anonymous.......................................................................... $500

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Mrs. Elaine Heider........................................................... $1,000

NATIONAL ORATORICAL CONTEST SCHOLARSHIPS

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Laham ............................................... $3,000

EASTERN REGION

ORATORICAL CONTEST SCHOLARSHIPS

Mr. & Mrs. George Nassor ............................................... $1,700
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND

Rev. Robert Bethoney ...................................................... $1,000
Dave Tax ............................................................................. 1,000

MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM ENDOWMENT FUND

Estate of Ruth Edwards.................................................. $8,000
Dave Tax ............................................................................. 1,000

YOUTH MINISTRY ENDOWMENT FUND

Dr. Eugene Sayfie............................................................. $5,000
Dave Tax ............................................................................. 1,000

METROPOLITAN PHILIP ENDOWMENT FUND

Gloria El-Khouri, Scottsdale, AZ .................................... $5,000
Ghada Saliba-Malouf, San Mateo, CA ................................... 50

BISHOP BASIL SOUTHWEST MISSIONARY FUND

Southwest Region .......................................................... $46,500

MISSIONARY FUND

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Laham.......................................... $1,000
Mr. Gregory Laham............................................................ 1,000

For the health of Metropolitan PHILIP
George Nassor .................................................................... 1,000
Dave Tax ............................................................................. 1,000
Dr. George Farha ................................................................... 700
Odette Peters......................................................................... 500

In memory of Aminie Abdun-Nur
Fr. Michael Massouh ............................................................ 500
Walid Khalife ......................................................................... 500
Dr. George Fares.................................................................... 500
SS. Peter & Paul Church, Potomac, MD.............................. 250
Philip Haddad ....................................................................... 250
Barbara Berney....................................................................... 25

In memory of Stephen Berney

MIDDLE EAST RELIEF FUND

Ms. Patricia Abraham ...................................................... $1,000
St. Elias Church, Arvada, CO .............................................. 725

ORDAINED

GILLQUIST, Dn. Peter to the Holy Priesthood by Bishop MARK on
February 2, 2006 at St. Vladimir’s Seminary in Crestwood, NY. He will
continue his studies at St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

BLEAM, Dn. David to the Holy Priesthood by Bishop THOMAS on
February 13, 2006 at St. Philip Church, Souderton, PA.

HOGG, Dn. Gregory to the Holy Priesthood by Bishop MARK on March
5, 2006 at St. James Church in Williamston, MI. He will continue to
serve at St. Nicholas in Grand Rapids, MI.

ROGERS, Dn. Philip to the Holy Priesthood by Bishop ANTOUN on
March 26, 2006, at St. Barnabas Church, Lexington, SC. He is
attached to St. George Church, Little Falls, NJ while he completes his
seminary studies.

LEIDA, Dn. Sava to the Holy Priesthood by Bishop BASIL on March 26,
2006 at St. George Cathedral in Wichita, KS. He is assigned as sec-
ond priest at St. Thomas Church in Sioux City, IA.

HADDAD, Dn. Moussa to the Holy Priesthood by Bishop MARK on
March 26, 2006 at St. George in Cicero, IL. He will continue his stud-
ies at St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

CROSS, Andrew to the Holy Diaconate by Bishop THOMAS on March
12, 2006 at St. George Cathedral, Pittsburgh, PA. He is assigned to
the Cathedral.

MORETTI, David to the Holy Diaconate by Bishop MARK on March 12,
2006 at St. Mark Church in Youngstown, OH. He will continue his
studies at St. Tikhon’s Seminary.

RELEASED

MASSARA, Archpriest Antaneos from the Archdiocese of North America
to the Archdiocese of Mexico as of August 1, 2005.

OCAMPR E-Journal Latest Edition Published on
Website

The Orthodox Christian Association of Medicine,
Psychology and Religion (OCAMPR), has published the latest
edition of the Association e-journal on its website:
www.ocampr.org. It includes two articles by Stephen Muse,
Ph.D. dealing with Orthodox marriage and family life. One
article deals with marriage as a spiritual path, the second
article deals with the care-taking necessary in the Orthodox
family for one another. The third article is by a physician who
wants to retain anonymity (to avoid conflict of interest),
explaining how he integrates his Orthodox spiritual life into
his practice of medicine. There is also a link to articles on
psycho-spirituality written by V. Rev. Fr. George Morelli,
Ph.D., on www.orthodoxytoday.org. He is the Religion
Coordinator, e-journal editor and the Antiochian
Archdiocesan Liaison to OCAMPR, as well as the Coordinator
of the Antiochian Archdiocese Chaplain and Pastoral
Counseling Ministry. For further information about OCAMPR
or the Ministry, Fr. George can be contacted at:
gmorelli@fdu.edu.
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Hunt Valley, Maryland

On the weekend of March 24-26th, St.
Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church of
Hunt Valley, Maryland was honored to

host the visit of His Grace Bishop
THOMAS, Bishop of Oakland, PA and
the East. His Grace presided over the
Akathist Hymn to the Theotokos on
Friday night with close to 100 people
attending. On Saturday morning,
Orthros and Liturgy for the Feast of the
Annunciation were celebrated, followed
by a luncheon presented by St. Mary’s
Ladies Society. His Grace made special
mention and appreciation to the Greek
members of the parish celebrating
Greek Independence Day. Sunday
Orthros and Hierarchical Liturgy
marked the Feast of the Adoration of the
Holy Cross, with over 150 people in
attendance. 

The visit of Bishop THOMAS marked
seven months since he first visited,
bringing with him our beloved new pas-
tor, Archpriest Fr. Theodoros Daoud.
Since Fr. Theodoros’ arrival at the end
of August, a new dimension has been
brought to the community of St. Mary’s.
He has worked tirelessly to tap new
resources to evangelize the Hunt Valley
area and, by God’s Grace, attendance at
the church is overflowing with approxi-
mately 130 attending the Sunday Divine
Liturgy. A new Sunday School program
was instituted, a much-needed ministry
for the blossoming and ever-growing
population of young children in the
parish. The church has also become
active with the Coordinating Council of
Orthodox Churches of Greater
Baltimore, a pan-Orthodox organization
promoting cooperative events for all of
the canonical Baltimore area Orthodox
churches.

Additionally, new improvements have
been made at St. Mary’s to the existing
church building, including a decorative

retaining wall between the sanctuary
and parish hall. The choir continues to
grow in members and skill and is
improving weekly. Finally, and most
importantly, major steps have been
undertaken to purchase land and build
a new church building. Already,
significant contributions have been
accepted and fund-raising has begun to
further this goal. God willing, this
dream will become a reality very soon.
The visit of Bishop THOMAS was
further blessed by the induction of
twelve new members into the Order of
St. Ignatius of Antioch. We hope and
pray that by His Grace’s next visit, God
will grant us continued growth.

Bishop THOMAS’ Annual Visit to

St. Michael Orthodox Church,

Monessen, PA

Bishop THOMAS made his annual
visit to St. Michael Orthodox Church,
Monessen, PA on February 25-26, 2006.
The Parish Council took His Grace to
dinner on Saturday evening, at which
he was asked to explain ways the
Archdiocese can assist the parish in
growth and evangelism. A lively discus-
sion ensued, and Fr. Fred Pfeil was
encouraged to work with the Council to
contact the various archdiocesan
departments that have skill and materi-
als for just such things.

After dinner, His Grace and Fr. Fred
went to the church for Great Vespers.
His Grace spoke to a good number of
parishioners in attendance about mak-
ing a solid commitment to the parish,
and promised a “surprise” at the Divine
Liturgy Sunday morning.

Worship began Sunday morning with

communities in action
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Orthros and the hierarchical Divine
Liturgy. His Grace then revealed his
“surprise” — the Gospel for Meatfare
directly applied to St. Michael’s. In our
congregation, there were both “sheep”
and “goats.” The sheep were living out
God’s command to feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, visit the sick and pris-
oners, and they would receive a blessing
for doing so. But there were also goats,
who did not and were in fact “a waste,”
and were on the way to hell. He ended
by offering hope, though. Next Sunday,
he said, we would be told there was still
time to repent, although time was grow-
ing short.

After worship, the Ladies’ Society
served a delicious Syrian meal; the
Council presented His Grace with a gift

and all wished our Bishop “many
years.”

Bishop THOMAS encouraged us,
challenged us, and exhorted us to work
ever harder for the advance of the
Kingdom of God here in Monessen. As
we enter Lent, may we act in faith and
with conviction on the words of our
Father in Christ.

St. Peter’s Celebrates Several

Momentous Occasions

The final weekend in January provid-
ed several momentous occasions for St.
Peter’s Parish in Fort Worth, TX. His
Grace Bishop BASIL honored the com-
munity with his presence and blessed
the parish’s new educational building.
The addition, consisting of ten class-

rooms and two offices, provides 8,045
square feet of space for St. Peter’s
Classical School during the week and
for the Sunday School on weekends.

Homer Cox was presented with a
brick in his honor for spearheading the
building of this educational wing. The
entryway to the school addition has a
brick for every child enrolled in St.
Peter’s Sunday School, plus bricks pur-
chased by other parishioners.

During Vespers service on January
28, Bishop BASIL elevated Father
Anthony Miller to the dignity of arch-
priest. Father Anthony has been an
Orthodox priest for over ten years.

At the conclusion of Vespers, these
new members of the Order of St.
Ignatius of Antioch were inducted:
Father Anthony, Al Mair, Judy Albright,
and Bart and Ben Bradberry. Rex
Moore, a St. Peter’s parishioner who is
the chair of the Order of St. Ignatius for
the Diocese of Wichita and Mid
America, reports that this brings our
total to nineteen members.

Parishioners were treated to a joyful
dinner in the hall following the service.
At this dinner, the parish presented
Father Anthony with special gifts in
observance of his 10th anniversary as a
priest. He received a personally
engraved chalice and paten and alb
from the parish. St. Monica’s Bookstore
members presented him with a new cas-
sock. Our Khouriye, Kim, was remem-
bered with gratitude and a special gift
basket.

The following day, January 29, Bishop
BASIL removed the marriage crowns for
Sam Kalil III and Jennifer Farha Kalil,
who had been married earlier that
month at St. Elijah’s Orthodox Church
in Oklahoma City. Sam and Jennifer are
making their home in Fort Worth and
their parish home at St. Peter’s. Many

Bishop BASIL blesses the new school building.
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parishioners have remarked that this
marriage represents the uniting of east
and west, as St. Peter’s is a western rite
parish while St. Elijah’s is an eastern
rite church.

St. George Antiochian Orthodox

Church of Lowell, MA

Honors Phyllis Skaff Arsenault

for a Lifetime of Music

A Choir Director for fifty-five years,
she worked with altos, baritones, sopra-
nos and those who can’t quite carry a
tune. “She’s fantastic. She brings out
the best in everybody,” said George W.
Saba, who has sung with the choir for
over twenty years. Phyllis is one of the
longest-serving choir directors in the
entire Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America. Her
friends and family gathered at the
church on Saturday evening, December
3, 2005 and cheered on the unsuspect-
ing Phyllis as she received the Silver
Antonian Medal of Merit for the second
time for her fifty-five years of service to
the church.

This award was granted by His
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP. It is the
second highest award presented to a
layman by the Archdiocese. On behalf of
Metropolitan PHILIP, Fr. Leonard Faris,
Pastor of St. George, presented this
award to Phyllis.

Fr. Faris thanked Phyllis for her tire-
less work for the church as he gave her
the award. “Phyllis, this is your night,”
Faris said. “We congratulate you and we
honor you for your many years of dedi-
cated service.” Fr. Faris said he is grate-
ful to have Phyllis leading our beautiful
choir. “First-time comers to the church
will say, ‘Father, you have a beautiful
choir.’ It makes me proud,” said Fr.
Faris. “I couldn’t ask for a more won-
derful, dedicated and thoughtful per-
son. Her faith is paramount in her life,
and she loves what she does.”

Phyllis studied voice at the New
England Conservatory of Music in
Boston. She has written and directed
many talent shows and plays for the
church, including “The Arabic Wedding
Reception.” This comedy was per-
formed with much excitement to a sell-
out crowd and received a standing ova-
tion at our New England Regional
Conference held last June.

In addition to directing the choir,
Phyllis has been an active member of
many of the church organizations, serv-
ing on the Parish Council and Vice-
President of the Ladies Society. This
year, Phyllis and her husband Lionel
celebrated forty-eight years of marriage.
Her family includes three children and
their spouses and six grandchildren.

In closing, Phyllis said, “As long as I
have my good health I will continue to
direct the choir. I can’t think of any-
thing else that I would rather do.”

May God grant Phyllis many more
years in the service of the Church!

St. George, Vicksburg, MS

St. George Orthodox Church in
Vicksburg, MS sponsored a weekend
celebration beginning November 18,
2005 to commemorate the twenty-fifth
anniversary of priesthood of the Very
Reverend Father John Morris. His
Grace Bishop ANTOUN and Mrs.
Phyllisjean Morris, Fr. John’s mother,
were honored guests. The celebration
began Friday night with dinner at a
local restaurant, where Bishop
ANTOUN had a chance to meet with
members of the Parish Council and
their spouses. Saturday morning
Bishop ANTOUN had brunch with the
Women of St. George, the local AOCWNA
group. Several clergy members from the
surrounding area attended Vespers that
evening, during which Bishop ANTOUN
tonsured a number of acolytes. Later
Saturday evening, a dinner banquet was
held to honor Fr. John at the Vicksburg
Convention Center.  A slide show was
presented reviewing Fr. John’s life and
accomplishments, including all the
Parishes he has so faithfully served. Fr.

Bishop BASIL elevates Father Anthony to arch-
priest.

Phyllis Skaff Arsenault of St. George, Lowell,
MA
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John was presented with a pectoral
cross from the Parish Council. The
beautiful center stone of the cross was
an amethyst, which was given previous-
ly to Fr. John as a gift from his mother.
The parish had also presented him with
the keys to a van a few weeks prior to
this.  

Sunday morning, His Grace Bishop
ANTOUN presided over Orthros, fol-
lowed by the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy. Afterwards, Sayedna and every-
one else enjoyed catfish and a variety of
other dishes at a potluck lunch. Sunday
evening the youth of the parish ate din-
ner with the Bishop. A question and
answer session where the kids were
encouraged to ask Bishop ANTOUN
questions followed. Throughout his visit
Bishop ANTOUN graciously shared his
insights with the parish, speaking at
each event and visiting with church
members. 

Fr. John has served in churches in
Huntington, WV, Fort Wayne, IN, Cedar
Rapids, IA, Canton, OH and missions in
Shreveport, LA and Sugar Land, TX.
During his service at these churches

and missions, he has overseen the ren-
ovation of one church and various
stages of the building of three churches.
He also trained over a dozen priests and
deacons and helped to instruct their
congregations.  In addition to this, he
has written two books on Orthodoxy and
dozens of articles for The WORD and
AGAIN magazines, as well as for the
GREEK ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL

REVIEW. Currently, he is working on a
history of Christianity from an
Orthodox point of view for laity.  While
doing mission work in Louisiana, he
was asked by the Metropolitan of Hong
Kong to do mission work in the
Philippines, where he lectured at sever-
al Catholic universities and trained
Orthodox clergy on how to serve liturgi-
cal services.  He has also served as a
representative of SCOBA to the
Orthodox Lutheran dialogue for almost
twenty years and is a member of the
Orthodox Theological Society. 

This celebration of Fr. John’s anniver-
sary is a part of a year-long celebration,
which St. George’s is having to com-
memorate its 100th anniversary as a

church.  It is the oldest Orthodox
Church in Mississippi and the south-
eastern diocese.  

Please visit
www.stgeorgevicksburg.org and click on
pictures to see a slide show of the cele-
bration. 

A Time to Remember

Remembrance Day weekend 2005 was
a time not to be readily forgotten by the
sixty or so Canadian young adults who
gathered at St. John’s Institute, a uni-
versity aged student residence owned
and operated by the Ukrainian Orthodox
community in Edmonton, Alberta.
Attendees came from eleven churches
throughout Saskatchewan, Alberta and
British Columbia to hear Fr. John
Hainsworth of the Orthodox Church in
America talk about “Orthodox Single-

ness & Marriage: Myth-breaking,

Waiting on God, Choosing,” to leave
behind concerns about work and
school, and to reunite with old friends
and make new ones. Each day was filled
with prayer, talks, discussions, and
activities, which left one feeling chal-
lenged, and yet encouraged.

Fr. John was a wonderful, vibrant
speaker who made his talks come alive
with real life examples, and poetry and
lyrics from songs by Aimee Man and
Bob Dylan. The only complaint was that
he was not able to pack all that he want-
ed to say into the three days that we
were able to spend with him! His talks
were invaluable as they helped to affirm
what we as Orthodox Christians should
uphold while living in the modern world.

It is hard to say what was the main
highlight of his talks. Was it his giving
sense to the struggles we feel by saying
that we are “at war” in a biological, cul-
tural, and spiritual sense, or was it his
statement that we need to come to an
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understanding of who we are and who
God is before we can understand love?
Maybe it was his point that marriage is
not the solution to singleness, because
being single is not a problem and we will
not have a satisfying marriage unless
we can be content as singles (rather,
singleness is a time for devotion to God
— not waiting and wasting). Or could it
have been his point that the choices we
made in who we date/marry can affect
generations to come? From the varying
reactions that people had, it would
seem that Fr. John’s talks applied to
everyone in a special way, as they were
all at a different stage in their lives. We
came away with many answers, but also
just as many questions to ponder and
wrestle with over the next weeks,
months and years.

With our modern culture telling us
that love is all about romance and sex,
and that we should free ourselves in our
actions and what we wear, etc., it is
often hard for us to keep our head above
the increasing clamor and realize that
there is much more to love than just
sex, and that “freeing” ourselves actual-
ly ends up enslaving us. Fr. John helped
to renew our resolve to shut out the
false claims of the world and combat
them with the truth of the Gospel. He
challenged us to strive to know God, to
be the best we can be, to set standards,
to be modest, and to feel content.

Every morning and evening we had a
service in the Chapel (a converted gym)
at St. John’s Institute. The most amaz-
ing thing was witnessing how everyone
sang the services together and noticing
how musical we all were. We came from
different churches and backgrounds,
but somehow we sounded like one uni-
fied choir with people singing not just
melody, but parts as well. The sound of
our voices combined was full and rich.

It made each service just that much
more powerful and one could not help
but realize that these voices were the
makings of the future Orthodox parish-
es. If our experiences this past weekend
were any indication of what we have to
look forward to, then the future looks
very bright indeed.

On the last night of the retreat we had
a Vespers service followed by an
Akathist, and the Jesus Prayer. For
many of us the Jesus Prayer service was
a new and wonderfully powerful experi-
ence. The Chapel was lit only by hang-
ing lampadas, the room was silent
except for the slow chanting of the

prayer, and as the prayer continued to
waft over us we became immersed in a
sense of peace, letting all sense of
worldly time and care disappear. After
the service many stayed for confession
and Fr. John remained in the Chapel
until three in the morning hearing con-
fessions for about seven hours!

The weekend retreat concluded with
the Divine Liturgy led by Father Elias
Ferzli at St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox
Church. We were blessed to join the
parishioners on the day of their
patronal feast. After the liturgy we were
treated to a delicious Middle Eastern
lunch that the women (and some of
their husbands) of the parish prepared
for us.

Our group represented quite a range
of stages and ages, which gave a family
feel to the retreat as a whole. There
were several married couples who were
able to enjoy the discussions on what
they thought their family life should
look like, and were not only able to
encourage each other but also those
who were single. The retreat was for
young adults (ages 18-35), but some-
how one cute 5-month-old little
retreater named Nicholas snuck in and
won all the girls with his adorable
smiles.

The weekend was also a wonderful
opportunity for all of us to get to know
each other and connect with other
Canadian Orthodox within our Deanery.
We can often feel very much alone in
our lives as Orthodox Christians (espe-
cially Canadian ones who do not have
local retreats or conferences to attend)
and it was a wonderful opportunity to
spend time with other like-minded peo-
ple. The fascinating thing to discover
was that these people not only shared
beliefs and common ground, but were
really cool! We shared many laughs and

Father John Hainsworth
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some tears and grew closer together
than the limited time would seem to
allow for. With the friendships that were
formed during the weekend, we con-
firmed Fr. John’s statement that
“friendship can be very deep and is a
true expression of God.”

This was the second annual pan-
Orthodox Canadian retreat put on by
the Fellowship of St. John the Divine. It
was organized by a small group of ambi-
tious and enthusiastic people who
wanted to unite Canadian young adults
by giving a feeling of community within
Western Canada’s Prairie Deanery. As a
result of their vision and dedication, we
were able to come together, listen to an
enlightening speaker, share many expe-
riences and reunite and make friends.
In the two years this retreat has taken
place it has not only doubled in size but
has been so successful that plans are
already underway for next year. It would
seem that we finally have our own pan-
Orthodox Canadian young adult retreat
— maybe this is the first step towards a
Canadian OCF College Conference, eh?

Christ the Saviour Antiochian

Orthodox Church

Anderson, SC

Discount Food Programs Help

Families Eat for Less

Christ the Saviour Church in
Anderson, South Carolina offers the
Angel Food Ministry discount food sales
program.

Anyone can purchase unlimited units
of food, which includes several pounds
of assorted meats, vegetables, meal
additives and desserts for $25 per unit.
People also can purchase special meat
offerings for an additional $18 per offer-
ing. Fr. David Randolph, pastor of the
church, sees this as a way to help the
community.

Upon marketing and the clientele
ordering their purchases, the church
orders several units of food to disperse
to the needy. The program is marketed
to low-income families, but customers
of any income level can purchase the
food. In particular, the ministry helps
people with lower incomes spend their
money more wisely. Fr. David says,
“There are no income requirements. If
someone pulled up in a limousine and
wanted to buy the food, they could.”
The church accepts cash, checks and
food stamps for the food.

Cathy Stazione, Angel Food
Ministries program coordinator, says,
“If they can put that $25 aside, they can
get enough food with it to feed a family
of four for a week. They get about $65
worth of food for a much lower price.”

Each month volunteers from the
church also man a desk at Anderson
Interfaith Ministries, a local food and
clothing bank, helping the charity’s
clients place food orders.

The deadline to order the food is two
weeks before the delivery date.
Customers must bring a large box when

they pick up their food on delivery day.
At 1:00 AM in the morning, Cathy and
her brother drive 100 miles to Georgia
with a rental truck, pick up the food and
return to church, where other members
await their arrival, in order to unload
the truck and set up for distribution.
Members young and old join in the fac-
tory-style production line distributing
the food to those who participate in the
program.

Angel Food Ministries is a nonprofit,
interdenominational organization dedi-
cated to providing grocery relief and
financial support to communities
throughout the United States. The pro-
gram began in 1994 with 34 families and
has grown to serve thousands of fami-
lies across 17 states. The program
which began five months ago at Christ
the Saviour presently serves over two
hundred families. Fr. David and Cathy
expect the ministry to grow even more.
The Church believes it is an interesting
way to “Do unto the least of these”
(Matt. 25:35).

Fr. David and parish members help pack food orders.
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Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America

PARISH LIFE 
CONFERENCE

Host Parish:
St. George Orthodox Church

El Paso, TX
Presiding Hierarch: 

Bishop BASIL

June 15-18, 2006

El Paso Airport Marriott

800.228.9290

Ask for “Parish Life Conference
for the Diocese of Wichita and

Mid-America”

Parish web-site: www.st.george-

elpaso.org
Phone: 915.584.9100

Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
51st Annual Parish Life Conference

PARISH LIFE 
CONFERENCE

Host Parish:
St. George San Diego

Presiding Hierarch: Bishop JOSEPH
Keynote Speaker: 

V. Rev. Fr. Thomas Hopko 
Host Priests:

V. Rev. Fr. Hanna Sakkab &
Assistant, V. Rev. Fr. George Morelli

May 24-28, 2006
Memorial Day Weekend

Sheraton Harbor Island & Marina is
holding block of guest rooms at the

special rate of $125 per night.

877-734-2726
by May 1, 2006 to reserve your room
and reference “PLC” for special rate.

www.stgeorgesd.org
or email plc@stgeorgesd.org

Join us for the 59th annual
Diocese of the Midwest

PARISH LIFE 
CONFERENCE

Host Parish:
St. Matthew the Evangelist

Orthodox Church 
North Royalton, Ohio

www.stmattroyalton.org

June 28-July 2, 2006

Holiday Inn South
For reservations call

216-524-8050

Metropolitan PHILIP will be with
us to celebrate His 40th Year in

the Episcopacy
Also celebrating with us will be

His Grace, Bishop MA

Diocese of the East

PARISH LIFE 
CONFERENCE

July 5-9, 2006

Hosted by
St. George Cathedral, Oakland, PA

Rt. Rev. Bishop THOMAS
Very Rev. John Abdalah, Dean

The Pittsburgh Airport
Marriott is holding a block of
guest rooms at a special rate

of $84.00 plus tax for
single/double occupancy.

1.800.328.9297
by June 25, 2006 

Reference “Eastern Region
Parish Life Conference 2006

rate.” The special rate is
available for two days before and

after the conference.

Join us for the 68th annual

PARISH LIFE 
CONFERENCE

Diocese of Worcester & New England

Host Parish:
St. George Antiochian Orthodox

Church of Boston

June 22-25, 2006

His Grace Bishop ALEXANDER
Presiding

Very Rev. Fr. Timothy Ferguson
Host Pastor

Very Rev. Fr. Jean Ojaimi
Host Assistant Pastor

Conference held at The Margate on
Winnipesaukee, Laconia, NH

Call 1-800-627-4283 by May 23, 2006
to reserve your room

Use the code “St. George”
Hotel rates available 2 days before

and after the conference.

2nd annual Diocese of Miami
and the Southeast

PARISH LIFE 
CONFERENCE

His Grace 
Bishop ANTOUN Presiding

June 14-18, 2006

Westin Atlanta North, Atlanta, GA
$89 a night + tax + free parking

Call 1-888-733-7666
Ask for the “Southeast Diocese

PLC” room rate.

Reservation deadline is
May 15, 2005

Hosted by
St. Stephen Church, Hiram, GA

Phone/Fax 770-489-0010



The Word 35



THE WORD
358 Mountain Road

PO Box 5238
Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

Periodical postage paid at
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Yes, I want more information about The Order

Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:__________________________________________________________________________
5/06

Insightful ideas and inspired giving, since 1976. The Order of St. Ignatius has donated more 
than $16 million to those in need. Learn more about the The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

Contact Arlene Assile at 201.569.4587, e-mail:  theorder@antiochian.org
or return this slip to:

The Order 
358 Mountain Road

Englewood, NJ 07631

Picture all the
ways your giving

can do good.

Then, think about
joining The Order

of St. Ignatius.


