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The mask is placed on my face and head and
is bolted to the table, so that my head doesn’t
move. The linear accelerator begins to work —
lights, buzz — and the prayer begins to flow,
 organically, instinctively. “Beneath your com-
passion, we take refuge, O Virgin Theotokos.
Despise not our prayers in our necessity. But
deliver us from harm, O only pure, only
blessed One.” At first, I am startled by the fluid-
ity with which the prayer begins, then I begin to
expect it and rely upon it. Every day, through ten
treatments of whole brain radiation, I have the
same experience, bolstering me, giving me con-
fidence that God is with me. My radiation techni-
cians, Diane and Jean, engage in the daily
repartee — “Perfect fit!” “Good, it’s my brain
you’re working on!”

Man is created to be a praying being, in com-
munion with God at all times, creature relying on
the Creator — praise, glory, intercession. I know
this, but still had it confirmed in a dramatic way
during a recent health crisis.

I have been living with ovarian cancer for
two and one-half years, doing well through
chemotherapy, working as a hospice social
worker, mother, assistant editor of The WORD,
and maintaining my usual schedule with some
minor modifications. That all came to an abrupt
halt on February 12. I worked that morning be-
fore boarding a plane to Rhode Island to attend
the funeral of my beloved aunt, Sophie Laffey. By

the end of the evening, I had lost all strength in
my left leg, and could not walk. We prayed that it
was temporary. After a day or two at Rhode  Island
Hospital, it was determined that the cancer had
metastasized to my brain, something unusual for
ovarian cancer. We prayed that God would care
for my family and me. In fact, people in Rhode
Island, people in Pittsburgh, people all over the
world began to send messages of prayer and sup-
port. Prayer was a natural response to our need.

I was stabilized and returned to Pittsburgh
six days later, admitted to my “home” hospital of
Magee Women’s. The next day, the radiation
began, with the comforting feeling that, through
my prayer and the prayer of others, I would en-
dure this. Messages of prayer continued to pour
in from all over the world. Our beloved parish
family sent food, messages of love and support,
and prayers to sustain us. When a severe reac-
tion to an anti-seizure medication, exacerbated
by the radiation, threatened my progress, we did
as St. James instructs us, and “called for the eld-
ers of the Church.” (James 5:14) Eleven priests
came to my home for an unction service.
Throughout this ordeal, that service has been the
most life-affirming, overwhelming experience.
Through the prayers of the presbyters, I gained a
new strength and a new resolve to heal.

It is instinctive. We need healing, the prayer
comes. My good friends, the sisters of the
 Orthodox Monastery of the Transfiguration in

“O Lord of Hosts,

be with us …”

editor’s letter

“Rejoice always. 
Pray without ceasing. 

Give thanks in all things, for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

(2 Thessalonians 5:16-18)



4 The Word

 Ellwood City, PA sent me a copy of the Akathist to
the Theotokos, “Pantenessa,” who heals cancer,
with oil from her icon in Moscow. The day before
undergoing a “high-tech” Gamma knife procedure,
it gave me a great sense of peace and calm to pray
this Akathist several times. I ask daily intercession
to St. Nektarios and to the Holy Unmercenaries.

Today, my recovery continues, through the
prayers of others and my own. I often find myself
awake during the night, praying the Trisagion
Prayers. It is a calming experience to realize that
God is with me at all times, praying within me. Of
course, I continue to offer thanks for my continued
strength. Through the Prayer of Metropolitan Phi-
laret of Moscow, I ask God to reveal His will for me:

“O Lord, grant me to meet the
coming day in peace. Help me in all
things to rely upon Your holy will. In
each hour of the day, reveal Your
will to me. Bless my dealings with
all who surround me. Teach me to
treat all that shall come to me
throughout the day with peace of
soul, and with the firm conviction
that Your will governs all. In all my
deeds and words, guide my
thoughts and feelings. In unforeseen

events, let me not forget that all are
sent by You. Teach me to act firmly
and wisely, without embittering
and embarrassing others. Give me
strength to bear the fatigue of the
coming day, with all that it shall
bring. Direct my will. Teach me to
pray. Pray within me. Amen.”

My goals are to attend the graduation of my
eldest child, Gregory, from St. Vladimir’s Seminary
on May 17, return to work eventually, and resume
my life as it was before. Through your prayers, I
will do this, God willing, always in a state of com-
munion with Him and with those who continue to
pray for me.

In this month’s issue of The WORD, you will
find information about keeping our teens in touch
with the Church and with one another through elec-
tronic media, news about seminary students and
their fellowship at the Antiochian House of Stud-
ies, missionary work in Tanzania, and parish news.
Keep all these endeavors and their participants in
your prayers, as we continue to be “praying be-
ings.” Please pray for us and for the Church, as we
continue to pray for all of you.

by Kh. Joanne Abdalah

daily devotions J U N E ,  2 0 0 8  Very Rev. George Alberts

1. ACTS 16:16-34; JOHN 9:1-38
2. ACTS 17:1-15; JOHN 11:47-57
3. ACTS 17:19-28; JOHN 12:19-36
4. ACTS 18:22-28; JOHN 12:36-47
5. ACTS 1:1-12; LUKE 24:36-53

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST
6. ACTS 19:1-8; JOHN 14:1-11 (fast)
7. ACTS 20:7-12; JOHN 14:10-21
8. ACTS 20:16-18, 28-36; JOHN 17:1-13
9. ACTS 21:8-14; JOHN 14:27-15:7

10. ACTS 21:26-32; JOHN 16:2-13
11. ACTS 23:1-11; JOHN 16:15-23 (fast)
12. ACTS 25:13-19; JOHN 16:23-33
13. ACTS 27:1-44; JOHN 17:18-26 (fast)
14. ACTS 28:1-31; JOHN 21:15-25

15. ACTS 2:1-11; JOHN 7:37-52, 8:12
FEAST OF PENTECOST

16. EPHESIANS 5:9-19; MATTHEW 18:10-20
17. ROMANS 1:1-7, 13-17;

MATTHEW 4:25-5:13
18. ROMANS 1:18-27; MATTHEW 5:20-26
19. ROMANS 1:28-2:9; MATTHEW 5:27-32
20. ROMANS 2:14-29; MATTHEW 5:33-41
21. ROMANS 1:1-7-12; MATTHEW 5:42-48
22. HEBREWS 11:33-12:2;

MATTHEW 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30
23. ROMANS 2:28-3:18;

MATTHEW 6:31-34, 7:9-11
APOSTLES FAST BEGINS

24. ROMANS 13:11-14:4;
LUKE 1:1-25, 57-68, 76, 80 (fast)

25. ROMANS 4:13-25; MATTHEW 7:21-23
(fast)

26. ROMANS 5:10-16; MATTHEW 8:23-27
(fast)

27. ROMANS 5:17-6:2; MATTHEW 9:14-17
(fast)

28. ROMANS 3:19-26; MATTHEW 7:1-8
(fast) 

29. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:21-12:9;
MATTHEW 16:13-19
FEAST OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

30. ROMANS 7:1-13; MATTHEW 9:36-10:8
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Forty years ago, Fr. Alexander Schmemann
called on Orthodox students to reflect on Ortho-
doxy in America.1 What does it mean to be an Or-
thodox Christian in America? Do we seek to
re-create the “Old Country” in our churches? Or do
we seek to become more American than the Amer-
icans? This is a dilemma even for those of us who
have no other cultural background except “Ameri-
can,” we who speak no other language than English
and have little or no tradition other than generic
American traditions. America is a daunting place. It
has enormous capacity to consume or at least mod-
ify customs, practices and beliefs. It does this
through its materialistic culture. However, America
also offers a level playing field for all religions. This
is a new situation for the Orthodox to find them-
selves in — we have always been either an op-
pressed group, typically a minority, or closely
connected to the ruling power. These two condi-
tions have masked the true aim of Orthodoxy,
which is to transfigure all of creation. America,
while unique, is no exception: it too can be trans-
figured by Orthodoxy. To do so we must understand
America, and one of the best ways to do this is to
understand its foundational ideas as expressed in
certain texts. These are the words we in America
live by. We may fall short of their aspirations, but
these texts reveal what those aspirations are.

Orthodoxy has always been open to building
on what is true and extant in any nation or culture;
America should be no different. Metropolitan

Antony Bashir was so bold
as to say that there is a
line of direct continuity
between Orthodoxy and
America. “Orthodoxy is a
freedom-loving, demo-
cratic faith … it is at its
best in our free America,”
he declared. “If the best of
Byzantium has survived, it
is in the United States, and
if there is an Orthodox po-
litical ideal, it is enshrined in the Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence”.2 I believe we
should heed Metropolitan Antony’s words and ex-
amine these foundational texts, to hold them up to
the light of the Orthodox faith to see how they
stand up to the revealed Truth. This essay looks at
three texts: the Declaration of Independence and
two speeches by Abraham Lincoln. By examining
America’s foundational texts, we may begin to see
a path to building on what is good and true.

The Declaration of Independence

There has been much debate about whether or
not the Founding Fathers who wrote and signed the
Declaration were Christians. Some say they were
more Deists in their beliefs. For our purposes, this
debate is moot, simply put, the founders were not
Orthodox, whatever their personal religious
practices. They had been shaped by Western
Protestant Christianity, English traditions, and the

Words We Live By:

&ORTHODOX
American Ideals
In Foundational Texts

The Four Liturgists:
These are the four
hierarchs for whom
liturgies were
named. These icons
are on the East wall
at St. Philip, Souder-
ton, PA. They are by
the hand of Nick
Papas of St. Michael,
Greensburg, PA.
Photo courtesy of
“Come and See”
Icons, Books & Art:
www.comeandsee-
icons.com.



Enlightenment’s po-
litical and philosophi-
cal ideals. Some, like
Thomas Jefferson,
were clearly outside
the dogmatic main-
stream of American
Christianity. Others,
such as John Jay,
were strict adherents
to their confessional
inheritance. (Jay was
President of the
American Bible Soci-

ety.) Many, such as John Adams, were in-between
and might be thought of as Unitarians. We cannot
blame them for their non-Orthodoxy. After all,
Americans of their generation had no first-hand
knowledge of the Orthodox Church.3

The Declaration is a polemic against British
rule as manifested by the king, George III. In the
centuries leading up to that year of 1776, Ortho-
doxy had only known rule by monarchs. Even civil
wars within Orthodox nations had been for the pur-
pose of installing a different king or queen. The em-
perors of Roman civilization had come to be seen
as an icon of Christ on earth. The Declaration
called for a severing of a people from a king, not in
order to set up another king, but to allow that peo-
ple to rule itself under God. This was truly revolu-
tionary.

Another departure from past Orthodox think-
ing and practice is the terminology used for God.
There is no acknowledgement of God as Trinity. In-
stead, God is referred to as “Nature’s God,” “Cre-
ator,” “Supreme Judge of the World,” and “Divine
Providence.” We can take at least two approaches
to this terminology. We could, of course, throw up
our hands and cry “heresy, anathema!” Or, we might
say that here is a basic understanding of God en-
shrined in a foundational text, and now it is our
mission to bring a fuller  understanding of God —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — to our American
brothers and sisters.

I leave it to political scientists and political the-
ologians to perform an exegesis of all the Declara-
tion’s various clauses, which are mainly complaints
against the King and British rule. The heart of the
text is found in its second paragraph: “We hold
these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are cre-

ated equal, that they are endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness …”
Holy Tradition clearly teaches much the same. We
find this passage: “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness” (Gen. 1:26, RSV). St. Luke
writes that St. Peter said, “Truly I perceive that God
shows no partiality, but in every nation any one who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him” (Acts 10:34-35). Orthodoxy teaches that all
men have an equal chance to fulfill their true des-
tiny: healing of their nous and deification (theo-
sis).4 A man or woman is intrinsically to be
respected for his/her resemblance to God, regard-
less of where he ends up in life. St. John Chrysos-
tom forcefully illustrates this in his sermons about
the Lord’s teaching on Lazarus and the rich man.

Regarding life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness, Holy Tradition again teaches that these are
important. But notice, as with the previous passage
on equality, that Orthodoxy links these qualities to
the Trinitarian God. God gives life: “For with thee
[God] is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we
see light”  (The Great Doxology). God gives liberty:
“He has sent me [Jesus] to proclaim release to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set
at liberty those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18).
Only in God is there ultimate happiness (which is
probably better translated as blessedness): “happy
is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose
hope is in the Lord his God” (Ps. 146:5, KJV). The
“American Scripture,” as some have called it, is not
wrong, just incomplete.5 It is concerned with
earthly government and not eternity. While the
scriptures and Tradition have much to say about
life in this world, they always point to the life be-
yond this present world. Too often the words of the
Declaration end up being used to justify a grab-it-
in-this-lifetime mentality. St. Gregory Palamas re-
bukes that kind of thinking. “He who through the
power of the Spirit has extirpated his materialistic
worldly proclivities in this life will hereafter live a
divine and truly eternal life in communion with
Christ,” he wrote in a letter to the Nun Xenia. “But
he through surrendering to his materialistic and
worldly lusts and passions has in this life deadened
his spiritual being [and will suffer] the second and
final death”.6 Part of Orthodoxy’s mission in Amer-
ica must be to point beyond a “this-world” con-
sumer culture.

“We hold these
Truths to be self-
 evident, that all
Men are created
equal, that they are
endowed by their 
creator with certain
unalienable rights,
that among these
are Life, Liberty,
and the Pursuit of
Happiness …”

Part of Orthodoxy’s
mission in America
must be to point be-
yond a “this-world”
consumer culture.
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Lincoln’s Speeches

Lincoln is not, strictly speaking, one of the
Founding Fathers. However, he fills a role not un-
like that of Maximus the Confessor in Orthodox
theology: he brought the earlier teachings into a
synthetic dogmatic unity. He is the great interpreter
of the Declaration of Independence and the Con-
stitution. “I have never had a feeling politically that
did not spring from the sentiments embodied in the
Declaration of Independence,” he told a crowd at
Independence Hall in Philadelphia while on his way
to Washington, D.C. to be sworn in as the sixteenth
President of the United States. He said later in the
same speech that “something in that Declaration
[gave] liberty, but alone to the people of this coun-
try, but hope to the world for all future time.”7 The
Greeks, for one example, looked to the United
States Revolution and its guiding principles in their
revolt against Ottoman rule in 1821.

Lincoln’s spiritual beliefs and religious prac-
tices have been much debated. The weight of evi-
dence boils down to this: he never joined any
church, though he attended Episcopalian and Pres-
byterian services; and, he frequently invoked God
in his public and private utterances both as a pri-
vate citizen and as President. In his own lifetime he
was called “Father Abraham” by the slaves he freed,
and modern-day scholars have named him, among
other things, “The Theologian of American An-
guish,” and “Redeemer President”.8

Both his detractors and those who champion
him aver that Lincoln and his words have helped
change the way Americans see the world. His life
and accomplishments are noted around the world.9

I would like to look at two of his most famous
speeches, the address at Gettysburg, delivered in
November, 1863, and his second inaugural address,
given in March, 1865. Both are masterpieces, and
both contain oft-quoted lines and ideas that can be
built upon in an Orthodox fashion.10

The Gettysburg Address was, in years past,
memorized by American students as a masterwork
of oratory. The occasion was the dedication of a
cemetery on the site of a battlefield. “Four score
and seven years ago,” began the President, showing
the importance of history and the fact that America
was, and is, a young country in the scope of his-
tory.11 He was referring to the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence. He continued,
mentioning “our fathers,” honoring those who la-

bored to bring a free nation into
being. Orthodoxy is familiar with
honoring those who have gone
before us and carried on the
apostolic teachings. And every
Orthodox nation has its revered
figures who founded, gave laws,
and fought for the people: Moses
and David among the Israelites,
Vladimir and Alexander Nevsky
among the Russians, Sava and
Lazar among the Serbians, and
so on. The opening paragraph continues, mention-
ing “a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedi-
cated to the proposition that all men are created
equal.” This has been America’s mission to the
world. It is up to us as bearers of Orthodoxy to
show America that the ultimate freedom is found
in Christ and that equality is more than just the re-
sult of a set of laws. Metropolitan Hierotheos, writ-
ing about transforming the world through political
power, writes, “This does not mean that we do not
applaud every effort to improve some bad condi-
tions in the unstable and sick societies, most of
which do not accept God’s word. But the most ef-
fective and realistic way is
through curing the nous”.12

The following paragraphs in
the Gettysburg Address draw at-
tention to the sacrifices of the na-
tion at war, particularly the men
who died on the battlefield fight-
ing for freedom. “It is altogether
fitting and proper that we should
do this,” said Lincoln. A society
that does not honor is dead is
both without a conscience and an
understanding of tradition and
eternity. “Let us now praise famous men, and our
fathers in their generations” declares the writer of
the Book of Sirach (44:1, RSV). Lincoln is there to
memorialize both the famous and the forgotten,
who “have consecrated” the battlefield with their
blood and struggle, and to call the living to com-
plete the task of the fallen. “Greater love has no one
than this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends,” declared Jesus (John 15:3, NKJV).

Lincoln closes the address with a call for per-
severance, faith, and patriotism. “[W]e here highly
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain

The Word 7
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— that this nation, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom — and that government of the
people, by the people, for the people, shall not per-
ish from the earth.” Is it too hard for us to believe
that America can have a new birth of freedom in
the fullness of the Orthodox faith? That, along with

the warriors who have died in battle protecting us,
we will remember the saints who shed their blood,
sweat and tears on American soil? Lincoln and the
earlier founders acknowledged God as sovereign.
They yearned for freedom from tyranny. They
sought justice and fought to allow Americans to
worship freely without fear of persecution. Surely
these are strong elements to build on.

That brings us to the second of Lincoln’s
speeches I want to examine, the Second Inaugural
Address delivered in March, as the Civil War was in
its last spasms. The great abolitionist and activist
Frederick Douglass reported that, “the address
sounded more like a sermon than a state paper”.13

Lincoln had an excellent command of scripture,
and he used that knowledge fully in this address.
He begins by summarizing the events since his first
inaugural four years previous. He ends the second
paragraph with a heartbreakingly terse four-word
sentence: “And the war came”.14

It is in the third paragraph that he comes to the
spiritual underpinnings of the war. “Both read the
same Bible, and pray to the same God; and each in-
vokes His aid against the other.” The special tragedy
of the Civil War was its truly fratricidal nature. After
touching on the injustice of slavery in the next sen-
tence, he says (alluding to scripture), “But let us
judge not that we be not judged.” What should the

nation’s perspective be? “The prayers of both could
not be answered; that of neither has been answered
fully. The Almighty has His own purposes.” To which
the Orthodox can say, “Amen.” It is tempting to treat
God and our prayers like a football game, with ei-
ther “our” side or “theirs” winning and proving which

one is God’s favorite. “For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah
55:9, RSV). Lincoln proposes that the war is a form
of punishment to the nation and that it will be re-
moved according to God’s timing, because “the
judgments of the Lord,” Lincoln writes, “are true and
righteous altogether.” (He is quoting Psalm 19:9).

The Inaugural’s final paragraph is worth quot-
ing in full, for it gives to us today as Americans and
Orthodox a clear mission. “With malice toward
none; with charity [love] for all; with firmness in
the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us
strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up
the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have
borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan
— to do all which may achieve and cherish a just,
and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all
nations.” Our age is one of demonization of the op-
posing side, which usually means anyone who does
not agree with us. By contrast, Lincoln calls for
healing and brotherhood, in spite of the fact that
hundreds of thousands of men died during the
course of the Civil War. He did not call for revenge,
but for justice and reconciliation. That is a message
we need to hear in our land and this world. He calls
for this, not as a sign of weakness, but in humble
submission to the God Who guides us.

“Both read the same Bible,

and pray to the same God;

and each invokes His aid

against the other.”
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Conclusion

“A people takes  its meaning from such found-
ing statements as the Declaration of Independence,
from such political expressions of its political
soul.”15 The Declaration and Lincoln’s speeches
have helped guide this land for decades and
 instilled in generations a desire to promote free-
dom and pursue justice. But we cannot stop there.
Metropolitan Hierotheos writes, “It is utopian for
us to want to transform society by trying to find a
suitable social system. It is not a question of a
 system, but of a way of life.”16 America, a land
 neither pagan nor Orthodox, seems in need of
 direction. Americans are confused and anxious. We
are deeply divided over a legion of issues. Nonethe-
less, there is hope. There remains, Fr. Schmemann
 reminds us, a “great hunger for God and His
 righteousness which has always underlain the
 genuine American culture.”17 By seeing what Amer-
ica has aspired to be, and discerning where
 Orthodoxy may build and expand upon those
ideals, we can do God’s work in this land, honoring
Him and the nation we call home. May we use these
words we live by to bring others to the Word Who
gives us all life.

Notes
1. Fr. Schmemann’s 1968 address has been reprinted in pam-

phlet form by Conciliar Press as “The Mission of Ortho-
doxy.” For a more ambivalent take on Orthodoxy in
America and the American “civil religion,” see Anthony
Ugolnik and Richard Mouw, The Illuminating Icon,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2002), particularly
pp. 227ff.

2. Quoted in Antony Gabriel, “Lest We Forget: The Adminis-
tration of Antony Bashir (1936-1966),” The Word, Feb-
ruary 1998, 10. The author is grateful for the assistance
provided by Fr. Antony Gabriel and Fr. John Abdalah in
obtaining a copy of that article.

3. John Quincy Adams (born in 1767) may have had a bit of
exposure in his work as part of the diplomatic mission to
Russia while still a teenager and then as an adult while he
was an ambassador to Russia.

4. This is a repeated theme in the writings of Metropolitan
Hierotheos (Vlahos) of Nafpaktos. See, for instance, Or-
thodox Spirituality: A Brief Introduction, (Levadia,
Greece: Birth of the Theotokos Monastery, 1996).
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Knopf: 1997).

6. Philokalia, Volume Four, 298.
7. Both quotes are taken from Abraham Lincoln: Speeches

and Writings, 1859-1865, (N.Y.: Library of America,
1989), 213.

8. There is a story about Lincoln entering Richmond after its
capture by Union troops and being hailed as “Father Abra-
ham” found in James M. McPherson, Battle Cry of Free-
dom: The Civil War Era, (N.Y.: Oxford University Press,

1988), 846-847. The first title comes from the Quaker
philosopher/theologian D. Elton Trueblood, and the sec-
ond by the historian Allen C. Guelzo. There are far and
away too many books on Lincoln to mention, especially in
an essay of this size. I will recommend two to the Ortho-
dox reader: William Lee Miller’s Lincoln’s Virtues: An
Ethical Biography, and Richard Carwardine’s Lincoln:
A Life of Purpose and Power.

9. Tolstoy tells a story of meeting a chieftain in the Cau-
causus who had heard of Lincoln and was eager to hear
more. Doris Kearns Goodwin, Team of Rivals: The Polit-
ical Genius of Abraham Lincoln, (N.: Simon & Schuster,
205), 747-748. 

10. An analogous example, I think, is St. Tikhon’s examina-
tion and slight revision of the Book of Common Prayer
for use in Western-Rite American Orthodox parishes.

11. Speeches and Writings, 536.
12. The Mind of the Orthodox Church, (Levadia, Greece,

Birth of the Theotokos Monastery, 1998), 195.
13. Quoted in Ronald C. White, Jr., Lincoln’s Greatest

Speech: The Second Inaugural, (N.Y.: Simon & Schuster,
202), 7.

14. The text of the speech is found in Speeches and Writings,
686-687.

15. George Anastaplo, Abraham Lincoln: A Constitutional
Biography, (N.Y.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2001), 32.

16. The Mind of the Orthodox Church, 195.
17. Schmemann, 12.

Gregory Cook is a graduate of the St. Stephen’s Program
and a member of Holy Trinity/Holy Resurrection OCA parish in

Tacoma, WA.

“With malice toward none; 

with charity [love] for all; 

with firmness in the right, as God

gives us to see the right, let us

strive on to finish the work we

are in; to bind up the nation’s

wounds; to care for him who

shall have borne the battle, and

for his widow, and his orphan —

to do all which may achieve and

cherish a just, and a lasting

peace, among ourselves, and

with all nations.”



“Starting a Conversation”

New Ways to Keep
Young People 
Engaged in the 
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All of these new forms of media are actually fora:
they are electronic means for teens to interact with
each other, form friendships, meet new people, ex-
change ideas and — yes! — learn about their faith.

According to the Barna Research Group, teens
in particular use the Internet as a way to explore
their own faith and different faith traditions in a pri-
vate, non-threatening environment. That’s why its
vitally important that the Church engages teens
where they spend most of their time.

But, in this new realm of electronic media, it’s
not enough to simply speak to (or at!) young peo-
ple. Teens are attracted to a form of media that em-
phasizes participation and community. They don’t
just want to watch or listen; they want to join the
conversation, comment on the program and create
their own show! In fact, according to a 2007 survey
from the Pew Internet & American Life Project, 64
percent of “online teenagers ages 12 to 17 engage
in at least one type of content creation.” They write
their own blogs, make and post their own videos,
create their own photo albums and so forth. And,
even more significantly, they are looking to be in-
cluded. The Pew survey discovered that “content
creation is not just about sharing creative output; it
is also about participating in conversations fueled
by that content.”

That’s why the Orthodox Christian Network
(OCN), a media ministry of the Standing Confer-
ence of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the  Amer-
icas, has partnered with NAC Teen SOYO and the
Department of Youth Ministry of the Antiochian
Archdiocese to start a new, user-driven online pro-
gram for Orthodox Christian teenagers and young
adults. It’s called OTTO: Orthodox Teen Talk On-
line, a bi-weekly podcast that features a pan-Or-
thodox group of teens from around the country. On
the show, the teens discuss real-life issues in an
open and honest manner with at least one Ortho-
dox priest. Recent topics have included drugs,
drinking, abortion, dating and peer pressure.

The teens themselves develop the topics for
discussion, contribute their own opinions and share
their own life experiences related to the discussion.
This allows Orthodox young people to find their
own voice and to develop their own Orthodox
Christian response to some of the most pressing
 issues of the day. Given today’s online culture,
that’s critical.

And, in accord with the Internet’s tradition of
inclusion, all Orthodox Christian teens are welcome
to participate. If a young person in your parish
would like to join the conversation, just ask; if the
members of your youth group would like to pro-
duce their own episode, it can be arranged.

This kind of grassroots teen involvement, as
well as OTTO’s focus on real-life issues, are key to
its popularity and promise.

“The young people of the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America are deeply
committed to living the Orthodox Faith in Christ
daily,” V. Rev. Dr. Joseph Purpura, Chairman of the
Department of Youth Ministry, said when the show
first debuted in February. “It is with joy that our
young people join with OCN and other Orthodox
teens in expressing their Orthodox Christian Faith
and its profound effect on their daily choices.”

One thing is clear: When it comes to teenage
media consumption, the numbers are astounding
— but so too is the opportunity to engage teens in
the life of the Church.

All we have to do is sign online and join the
conversation.

Seraphim Danckaert, M.Div., a graduate of Holy Cross 
Seminary,is a representative of Orthodox Christian Network.

The numbers are astounding. According to a variety of surveys conducted

over the last few years, the average American teenager spends more than

72 hours a week using “electronic media.” But the numbers alone don’t tell

the full story of teenage media usage, most especially when it comes to

the Internet, cell phones, iPods and video games. 
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In a Peanuts cartoon, Lucy demanded that Linus
change TV channels, threatening him with her fist if
he didn’t. “What makes you think you can walk right
in here and take over?” asks Linus. “These five fin-
gers,” says Lucy. “Individually they’re nothing, but
when I curl them together like this into a single unit,
they form a weapon that is terrible to behold.” “Which
channel do you want?” asks Linus. Turning away, he
looks at his fingers and says, “Why can’t you guys get
organized like that?” Just as this story illustrates, un-
less we — the Orthodox Christian Church of North
America, are unified with all ethnicities, we will hardly
impact this nation as the church of the apostles.

Take any example: a choir, a lacrosse team, a fac-
tory with an assembly line; if it doesn’t work in uni-
son, it doesn’t live up to its potential. We have such a
beautiful faith of 2000 years — we have kept the first
Church alive. We are that history — that great legacy
of Saints and of feasts. Christ told his followers in
Matthew 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world. A
city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on
its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.” Christ said, “Let your light shine.” Do we
make an attempt to illumine those who insist upon
the divisions of ethnicity and orthodoxy — for the
sake of our holy faith?

I can’t stress how beautiful it is to be an Ortho-
dox Christian — if only others could see. I can’t wrap
my mind around the fact that there are people who do
not believe in Christ — especially when there is over-
whelming historical evidence which proves contrary.
Perhaps they refuse to see it; perhaps they are too in-
telligent and therefore compromise faith, or logic and
proof. I can’t even imagine what an empty life I would
live without the Church. The corruption of the world
today has people, “living in the fast lane” — drugs,
sex, alcohol — it’s all glorified. The media hinges
upon the saying, “Carpe Diem — Seize the Day.” What
they neglect to mention is the feeling of emptiness

that accompanies such a lifestyle. Once one enters
the downward spiral, it’s difficult to escape
 unharmed.

Together as one, think how much bolder our
cause would be to seek higher morals in schools and
public places. Think how much stronger we’d be to
protest that which is ungodly. Think how many more
resources we would have to care for the poor and op-
pressed. And think how much louder our voice would
be to plead for the unborn.

We as Orthodox Christians, especially the youth,
must have priorities. In such a day and age, we must
know our duties and fulfill them. You see, the gift of
the Church and her teachings are not just something
that we hold as some charm or possession. They must
fill our lives and guide our actions. The elements of
the Church are called to challenge us! When we see
the icons, do we just look with our eyes, or are we en-
couraged to be holy? When we smell the incense,
does it stop there, or do we strive to pray more?
When we hear the liturgical music, does it inspire us
to live the angelic life?

Not too long ago, I walked into my house after an
average afternoon, nothing too special. As I greeted
my Teta, the TV show which she was watching caught
my eye. There was a beautiful child, a boy no more
than eleven years old. He was wearing a hat, sweater,
and a look of sorrow. The camera moved back to
show him sitting on a stairway in what used to be a
home. It had been blown up into nothing but rubble.
A woman’s voice began to sing hymns of mourning,
and what appeared next were tanks shooting left,
right, everywhere — at any unfortunate person,
place, or thing, which crossed their paths. And alone,

Oratorical Festival

Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America
Judges’ Choice — Lily Wakim
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the child appeared again. It made me want to cry.
Next, the child appeared in a church, and he walked
to the very front and knelt. Suddenly, the icon of
Christ appeared, and priests holding crosses above
their heads led the congregations in celebration.
Countless balloons soared about; a white dove graced
the screen and the depiction of the resurrection of
Jesus, along with people lighting candles, praying …
all of it appeared on the television screen. It was bliss.
And then, he woke up … it was a dream. He arose,
looked up to the cross which held the crucified Jesus,
and walked to the door of the church. The doors
opened, and he just stood. That is all. He had nowhere
to go, but that church, a non-existent home, and the
reserves of his mind. Nothing to live for, but his God.

I came to see that my “not too special” afternoon
was indeed something remarkable. I was able to walk,
to see, to hear, to learn, to be free, to come home with
a roof over my head, and a family to say hello to. But
most important, I live in a land where I, along with
others, am able to go to church without the threat of
being thrown in jail, beaten, or murdered.

We have the power, here in a free country, to
have so much more than a dream. We have the power
to pursue what others can only imagine. Why waste
it? Sure, it may sound difficult to overcome our eth-
nic pride, but we must look to the One we are wor-
shipping. He sent down His only begotten Son to die
for us on the cross. He suffered, after teaching and
preaching for 33 years to all sorts of people — those
who would listen, and those who wouldn’t, the young,
the old, the faithful, and the faithless. He was be-
trayed and ultimately crucified — all to grant our
souls life after death. Christ shows us how much He
loved us. And this, His cross and resurrection, are the
foundation of His Church; and His Church is to take
that very message into the world.

How are we to reach the unbelievers? How are
we to strengthen those who already do believe? Christ
bequeathed to St. Peter the keys of the kingdom, say-
ing, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). Christ
himself foretold of the strength and glory of His holy
Church, but never mentioned that the Church was
merely to exist. When resurrected He said, “Go there-
fore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” He intends for the Church to strug-
gle, overcome, and flourish in our hands.

While many people are flocking to the church
today, just think of how many more could be wit-

nessed to and healed by Christ’s love if our Orthodox
Church was unified in North America.

Just days ago, I read a frightful article in the
newspaper regarding Christians in Iraq: A reigning
group of fanatics has given an ultimatum to all in the
land — either marry off your daughters to the Islamic
fighters, pay a high monthly tax, convert to Islam, or
get out of the country. We are not Iraqis; we don’t live
in religious oppression. We’re free, but yet are hin-
dered. Sadly enough, we are halted not by our gov-
ernment, not by our military, but by ourselves —
those who wish to preserve ethnicity rather than
 Orthodoxy.

For us to have strength, to bind together, like five
fingers into a fist, will surely take work — for indeed,
Rome wasn’t built in a day. No great thing comes
without great toil. There can and should only be one
Orthodox Church in North America.

St. Ignatius of Antioch wrote to the church of
Ephesus saying, “ … in your unanimity and harmo-
nious love Jesus Christ is sung … it is, therefore, ad-
vantageous for you to be in perfect unity, in order that
you may always have a share in God.”

Imagine going to see a symphony and each mu-
sician is following a different conductor; think of the
wasted harmony which would result.

You see, St. Paul wrote to the Ephesians encour-
aging them to “build up the Body of Christ until we all
come to the unity of the faith…” While St. Paul’s
words still apply, we are not the Ephesians who were
starting from scratch! No, we are Orthodox Christians
who are called to preserve that faith that has already
been built. When we don’t function as a symphony,
as Saint Ignatius suggests, not only are we not build-
ing up the Body of Christ, but we are in essence re-
moving bricks which have been established long ago!

We are blessed throughout our archdiocese with
bishops who see the vision and work to fulfill it. May
we, as their little sheep, pray for our shepherds that
their labor, guided by the Holy Spirit, may produce
the fruit of unity.

It’s amazing that such a profound statement
could come from a cartoon character. “Why can’t you
guys get organized like that?” With Peanuts, the
comic strip ended. The blessing for us as a Church is
that there are still panels to be written in the strip of
our history. How will ours conclude? Weak, separate,
and divided fingers — or one unified Orthodox Chris-
tian Church in America?

Lily Wakim, 17, is a member of St. George Cathedral 

   in Wichita, KS.
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We ranged from our early twenties to our
fifties; from recent college graduates to men pur-
suing their calling after another career or serving in
the military; from laymen to a Deacon, and several
Priests. However, we all came for one reason, to
grow spiritually and intellectually in our paths
 towards or in Christ’s Holy Priesthood.

We started arriving around 3:00 PM, checked
in and then started off the weekend with an ab-
solutely beautiful daily Vespers service, which was
served solely by seminarian chanters and third-year
St. Vladimir’s seminarian Fr. David Bleam. We then
had our first meeting under Fr. John Abdalah, the
mentor in the Antiochian House of Studies in
charge of Priestly formation, and Fr. Fred Phiel,
pastor of St. Michael Church in Monessen, PA.

This year’s program was radically different
from previous years and was, in a sense, a return to
what the program originally was over two decades
ago. This program was originally started by His
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP as a program for
his seminarians to learn Antiochian practices and

grow in Priestly formation as they attended the
Russian and Greek seminaries. The program then
changed after His Eminence created the St.
Stephen’s distance learning program, and the sem-
inarians began taking classes with the St. Stephen’s
students. Since the St. Stephen’s program has
grown exponentially over the years, it was decided
that it would be more advantageous for the semi-
narians to be in a more intimate setting, amongst
their brother seminarians.

In the first session, we discussed Biblical
metaphors for the Priesthood and then were given
the assignment of meeting with another Seminar-
ian, whom we would introduce in the next session.
We would also share how we viewed the Priesthood
through the use of a modern metaphor. The
metaphors ranged from Physicians; to low-level
military officers; to the incense, needing to be
alight on the charcoal of the Holy Spirit in order to
spread its fragrance to the fellow worshippers.
However, there was one theme that ran throughout,
and that is that we have been called from the Priest-

House of Studies 
On Wednesday, August 22, 25 seminarians gathered at the Antiochian 

Village for the Antiochian House of Studies. We had come from everywhere,

from as close as Pittsburgh, from the Midwest and the South, from both

coasts, from Canada and Alaska and even from Palestine.
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hood of all believers to be servant leaders among
the faithful, leading by example, loving and en-
couraging our parishioners in their path to theosis.

Our four days at the Village continued in this
routine of daily services, served by Fr. David
Moretti, Fr. Aaron Warrick, Fr. David Bleam, and
classes and time spent catching up with our fellow
seminarians. We were blessed that our second day
was the Feast of the Leave-taking of the Dormition
of the Theotokos. We started our day with festal
Matins and then celebrated Divine Liturgy before
starting our classroom sessions.

Our sessions focused on the role of the Priest
in parish, with emphasis placed on the role of
 Father Confessor as well as practical challenges
that the Priest will face in a parish. The sessions
were both enlightening and challenging and the
comments and feedback that the seminarians
shared were all extremely positive.

We ended our time with a Saturday morning
Liturgy served by Fr. John, co-celebrated by Fr.
Fred and the three seminarian priests. It was strik-
ing to me to see these five men of God standing
around the Altar during the recitation of the Creed,
waving the Aer over the gifts. I was struck with the
importance and the holiness of the office of the
Priest, as well as the humanity and the need that
each Priest has of the prayers and support of his
parishioners, the blessing of his Bishop, the mutual

support of his brother clergy and, most of all, the
Grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Subdeacon Nathan Thompson from St. Anthony Church
in San Diego, CA, is a second-year student at St. Tikhon’s

Seminary in South Canaan, PA.

  Seminarian Track

Save the Date:
June 26 – 29, 2008

The 70th Annual Parish Life Conference
Hosted by St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church

Pawtucket, Rhode Island
401.726.1202

stmarypawtucket.org

The Diocese of
Worcester and
New England

will join for fellowship,
 spiritual illumination

and summer fun

The Providence Marriott
Providence, Rhode Island

866.807.2171
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Nearly 46% of all adults in America have
changed the religion from which they were raised,
states The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life,
published this February. The greatest gains were no
surprise, the rising “mega” evangelical churches,
because people found them to be more personal
than the more traditional “organized” religions. I
find this fascinating, because I think Orthodoxy is
as personal a religion as anyone will find! The or-
ganizations within Orthodoxy are geared specifi-
cally toward the personal. The Fellowship of St.
John the Divine is nothing if not personal!

The beginnings of the Fellowship was SOYO
which began in 1946. It touched on many aspects
of our church, both liturgically and socially. SOYO,
through the conferences, allowed people locally
and regionally to discuss the choir, church school,
Christian adult education and other facets of
church life. If along the way young adult Orthodox
men could meet young adult Orthodox women and
marry, all the better.

Due in many respects to the fluid demograph-
ics of Orthodoxy in America, 1993 brought The Fel-
lowship of St. John the Divine. Its purpose was/is to
meet the needs of the people in individual parishes.
Many of the duties that were SOYO are now fully
funded departments within the Archdiocese and the
Fellowship moved into different directions of the

personal. What is important at St. George Cathe-
dral in Toledo, OH is different than in St. John the
Baptist, Post Falls, Idaho, which is different than
St. George, Portland, Oregon. But, at each parish
and Diocese needs are and can be met through the
Fellowship. We come together at our Diocesan con-
ferences, see old friends and meet new. Our teens
get together and then see each other again at Anti-
ochian Village camp. How wonderful it is when we
come together on the Diocesan and Archdiocesan
levels. The strongest friendships are many times
found through our glorious faith.

This is one reason why it is so important for
the Fellowship to support Missions; the personal.
Yes, there is a Department for Missions, but in each
Diocese the Fellowship can help the personal
within the Missions — give them a face to connect
with and reach to. We have a lot to offer upstart
parishes that have found their way to Orthodoxy.
The Fellowship now has a Young Adult Fellowship
organization to meet the personal needs of growing
from Teen SOYO to College-age to Young Adults.

Throughout all of these organizations, we are
connected with our parish priest, on the Diocesan
level we are connected with spiritual advisors and,
of course, through all, with our Bishops. Very few
other religions have the opportunity for these per-
sonal connections with their spiritual fathers. It is
amazing to me how many of my friends have never
had a conversation with the head of their church.
My children attend a catholic school and for a while
I went to their Bible Studies. A theological question
arose and I suggested calling their priest for the an-
swer. A collective “what?” came about; they never
call their priest. (This could explain in part why the
Catholic Church had the most people leaving, ac-
cording to Pew’s survey.)

The Fellowship of St. John the Divine touches
the personal in a variety of ways. The fluidity of the
organization is our beauty. We can ask ourselves,
What are the goals of the Fellowship? The answer
is personal: a personal relationship with our Lord
that extends to each other.

Fellowship

Footnotes

The Importance of the Fellowship



As we develop programs in
the Department of Youth

Ministry and in Teen SOYO, the question that always
comes to my mind is: What does this do to keep our
teens in the Church today, tomorrow and forty years from
now? This is a vitally important question, because the task
of youth ministry is to ready teens to make good deci-
sions so they can attain Salvation through Jesus Christ.   

A recent Pew study informs us that the Orthodox Church
in North America is essentially staying even with its mem-
bership. That is an alarming statistic. Basically, the num-
ber of converts coming into the Church is close to the
number of people we are losing from the Church. While
the Antiochian Archdiocese is doing better in this area,
and in fact is growing, we must still ask why are we los-
ing any of our young people from the Church.

We are losing good young people because we are not ad-
equately serving their needs as Orthodox Christians. Yes,
there are many bright spots in our efforts: we have a car-
ing Metropolitan and many Bishops who are making our
youth a high priority. They have established Camps, a
Youth Department, Christian Education, and other efforts
to minister to our young people, yet these efforts must be
matched in our local parishes or we will lose these chil-
dren between ministries. 

Are we making our young people a high priority in our
local parishes, or are we investing more in electricity than
we are in the spiritual lives of our young people? A quick
look at many parish budgets show that we invest more
funds in heating and lighting the Church than we do in
warming and lighting the spiritual lives of our young peo-
ple. In fact, many parishes do not even have a line item
in the expenditures column for teen ministry outside of
Church School.

Many people believe we lose our young people when they
go off to college. Perhaps we lose them physically at that
time, but the distressing reality is that we lose many of
them from the Church during their Middle School and High
School years — when they go off to college they are sim-
ply free to acknowledge decisions they previously made. 

Why do they leave? They leave for many reasons, all of
which come down to two basic reasons: we have not
equipped the youth to make good decisions that will
allow them to survive in this world as members of Christ’s

Holy Church, and we have not made the most valuable
adults in our parish communities readily available to the
youth as examples of prosperity and righteousness. 

As families and as local Church communities, we need to
ask: what investment of time and resources are we mak-
ing to keep our teens in the Church? As parents with one
child in college and three in graduate school, my wife and
I are well aware of the enormous financial investment we
have made to bring them to where they are in life and we
are well aware that our job is not finished. This invest-
ment, over the past 28 years, is far beyond the cost of a
home and perhaps the cost of several homes and this is
simply to prepare them for this world, a brief speck in
time compared to the eternal life Christ offers each of us.
We all must ask: have we invested in only short term
goals —buildings, clothes, food, cars, careers, retirement,
etc.? What about the real long term goals — Salvation!
Eternity with God. How much have we invested of our time
and resources toward working on membership in the King-
dom of Heaven here and now on earth (as real members
of the Church) and what about membership in the King-
dom of God for all eternity for ourselves and the teens of
our parishes? When we are brought before the Great Judg-
ment seat of Christ, how will we explain our family and
Church budgets and schedules in which we have made so
little room to invest the Orthodox Education, moral & eth-
ical development, community and Christian character
building of our teens. 

As families, many of us have invested tens if not hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, and tens of thousands of
hours, to educate our own children to be successful in
this world. How many parish budgets have a line item
equal to what one family expends on their own children’s
education during their college and sometimes pre-college
years? How many parishes schedule weekly or even
monthly time to mentor each young person? Is there a
line item to budget the Teen SOYO ministry in your parish?
Is there a calendar to schedule time for the youth to dis-
cuss their life and goals with materially and spiritually suc-
cessful members of the parish? Is the budget for the lights
more than the budget to light the way for our teens, or
the heating line item greater to heat our buildings than
the very souls of our teens? Do we schedule our teens to
serve others regularly without scheduling ourselves to

Department of Youth

Are we doing enough for our Teens to keep them in

the Church for the rest of their lives?

By V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F.  Purpura
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serve our teens? Yes I understand we must heat and light
our churches, but we do these as means to a greater end:
to light the way and warm the hearts of people to God.
And, yes, we lead very busy lives, but if we lose the youth
then what is all our busyness for?

As Chairman of the Department of Youth Ministry, I chal-
lenge each member of every parish to ask what you are
doing to keep our young people in the Church for the rest
of their lives and beyond — what are we all doing to light
the way and warm their hearts to God? A simple check to
see if we have even begun this task is to look at what we,
as a parish, budget and schedule each year to make this
happen at home and in the local parish (sending them off
elsewhere for this to happen is not enough and not what
I am talking about here). Schedule and budget; where we
spend our time and money is a reflection of where our
hearts are. How many well-trained adults with successful
life experience do we have working alongside and with
our teens to help them be successful and stay in the
Church? If you have already done this in good measure,
wonderful —share your success by helping your sister
parishes to do the same. If you have not yet, then let’s
begin today by setting a parish priority to keep the teens
in our parish as members of the Holy Orthodox Church for
the rest of their lives; and let’s start this task today.

What can your parish do to light the way and warm the
hearts of our teens to God and His Holy Orthodox Church?

1. Ask your Parish Council and Pastor what plan

and schedule they have for keeping our teens

active in the Church and what their program

is to keep them in the Church for the rest of

their lives. If they have no plan, encourage

them to become proactive in ministering to and

with our teens in the parish.

a. Offer to help make this happen by using your

talents.
b. Volunteer your time so they can be successful.

c. Discuss volunteering with the most successful and
upright members of your parish.

d. Pray for their success.

e. Find out what they need to make this happen,
provide support in the area that you personally
can, and encourage your sisters and brothers in
Christ to meet the other needs.

2. Budget funds to educate and equip our teens

to live out their Orthodox Faith daily

a. This requires budgeting funds for your teen youth
workers to be educated

i. Two opportunities exist: the annual pan-Or-
thodox Youth Worker Conference and a much
more extensive training through the St.
Stephen’s Youth Ministry Concentration — a
must for the serious Youth Worker and Parish

— see www.antiochian.org/youth .

ii. Provide a budget so your volunteer or paid
youth workers, advisors, and youth director
can operate an effective youth ministry in the
parish that reaches our teens, changes lives,
and keeps them in the Church for the rest of
their lives.

b. Provide funds for your SOYO to carry out their var-
ious ministries on the parish and community
level:

i. October Youth Month — bring in speakers
for SOYO retreats and workshops

ii. January Education Month — help the teens
be successful in educating themselves and
the parish on the teachings of the Holy Or-
thodox Church concerning moral and ethi-
cal issues confronting them on a daily
basis, and support our teens in this effort.

iii. Help your teens with funds so they can at-
tend their diocesan meetings and gain in-
sight and ideas from other committed
Orthodox Teens

iv. Provide funds so your teens can participate
in NAC SOYO’s Orthodox Youth Outreach
(OYO) to your community and the sur-
rounding area. Help your teens reach out to
the members of your community and your
community at large, so they can bear wit-
ness to their Orthodox Faith in their
 actions.

v. Bring in speakers to make the Orthodox
Faith alive to our teens on a regular basis.

vi. Provide leadership training to the teens in
your parish so they can be successful lead-
ers in your parish and in the Church as a
whole today and tomorrow. Find good
mentors in the parish to work alongside
your teens so they learn the skills neces-
sary to succeed in SOYO and in life. (Lead-
ership material is available from the
Department of Youth — contact
 frjoseph@orthodoxyouth.com)

vi. Be creative – find meaningful and life-giving
ways to involve your teens in the life of the
Church.

vii. Pray for your teens and their youth director
and youth workers on a daily basis, by
name.

viii. Support the teens and those that work with
them by letting them know how important
they are to the life of the parish, and show
it in your actions and words.
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The Department of Youth Ministry

 announces the launch of recall —

an Internet radio program for

teens.

re/CALL is a podcast by Jason Barker* for Orthodox Chris-
tian teens. Each episode of re/CALL looks at how your re-
lationship with God can help you in every aspect of your
life: dealing with family, friends, school, work, your spiri-
tual life, and everything in-between! The program is a pro-
duction of the Antiochian Orthodox Department of Youth
Ministry and Ancient Faith Radio.
www.orthodoxyouth.org/recall 

*Jason Barker is a writer and multimedia designer for the Anti-
ochian Orthodox Department of Youth Ministry.

Orthodox Teen Talk Online (OTTO) features a pan-Orthodox
group of teens from around the country, who discuss real-

life issues with at least
one Orthodox priest.

Check out the new
pan-Orthodox Internet
Radio Station for Teens

by Teens, a project of the Departments of Youth Ministry
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. Listen in on
our Teen SOYO leaders and other Orthodox Teens as they
discuss real life issues confronting them on a daily basis.
http://www.myocn.net 

SOYO Leadership Training 2008

NAC Teen SOYO and the Department of Youth Ministry an-
nounce the dates for the 2008 SOYO Leadership Confer-
ence as July 25-30, 2008, at the Antiochian Village

Heritage and Learning
Center. This third an-
nual SOYO Officer and
Advisor Leadership
Conference is de-
signed to equip the
Officers and Advisors
of Teen SOYO on the
Diocesan and Archdio-
cese Level. Thirty-six
teen SOYO Officers,
seven Diocesan Spiri-

tual Advisors and seven Youth Directors will converge for

these six days of intensive training to enhance their lead-
ership skills as Orthodox Christian disciples and leaders in
the Church today. The result over the past two years of
this training has been life-giving and is the reason for
many of the great strides that Teen SOYO has made over
the past two years. To see some of those accomplish-
ments, visit our SOYO website www.TeenSOYO.org .

All newly-elected Diocesan and Archdiocese SOYO Officers
are required to attend the full schedule of leadership train-
ing. Nominations for Diocesan and NAC SOYO office are
available online at www.TeenSOYO.org 

Bible Bowl Study

1st Corinthians Bible Bowl Study

Web Site is up and running at

www.orthodoxyouth.org/1Cor

Those preparing for the Bible Bowl
and those interested in learning 1st
Corinthians will find a wealth of ma-
terial on this study site including:

• Practice Questions

• Study Handouts

• Commentaries from the 
Fathers
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Parish City State Amount

All Saints Raleigh NC $447
All Saints Salina KS $40
All Saints Bloomington IN $241
All Saints Bloomington IN $481
All Saints of North America Maryland Heights MO $80
Archangel Gabriel Mission Lafayette LA $115
Christ the Savior Anderson SC $55
Church of the Holy Spirit Huntington WV $198
Holy Ascension Mission Frazer PA $100
Holy Cross Linthicum MD $30
Holy Cross Linthicum MD $250
Holy Cross Yakima WA $100
Holy Cross Palmdale CA $50
Holy Resurrection Tucson AZ $500
Holy Resurrection Hobart IN $100
Holy Transfiguration London ON $100
Holy Trinity Mission Little Rock AR $117
Lillian Elias Roslindale MA $20
Orthodox  of the Redeemer Los Altos Hills CA $250
Our Lady of Regla Miami FL $25
SS. Constantine and Helen Dallas TX $558
SS. Peter and Paul Salt Lake City UT $138
SS. Peter and Paul Ben Lomond CA $140
SS. Peter and Paul Topeka KS $113
St Andrew Eustis FL $127
St. Andrew Lexington KY $185
St. Anthony Bergenfield NJ $371
St. Anthony Butler PA $63
St. Anthony Halifax NS $400
St. Athanasius Sacramento CA $200
St. Athanasius Goleta CA $126
St. Barnabas Lexington SC $43
St. Barnabas the Apostle Misson Delaware OH $194
St. Benedict of Nursia Wichita Falls TX $100
St. Elias Cathedral Ottawa ON $473
St. Elias Atlanta GA $860
St. Elias Austin TX $218
St. Elias Sylvania OH $284
St. Elias Atlanta GA $210
St. Elias Arvada CO $85
St. Elias Mission Peoria IL $73
St. Elijah Oklahoma City OK $647
St. George Cathedral Pittsburgh PA $317
St. George Cathedral Charleston WV $625
St. George Cathedral Wichita KS $1,437
St. George Cathedral Worcester MA $1,000
St. George Cathedral Toledo OH $310
St. George Cathedral Coral Gables FL $600
St. George Cathedral Wichita KS $470
St. George Terre Haute IN $420
St. George Phoenix AZ $647
St. George Akron OH $500
St. George W. St. Paul MN $100
St. George Portland OR $302
St. George Danbury CT $190
St. George Washington DC $247
St. George Houston TX $200
St. George Little Falls NJ $290
St. George Utica NY $175
St. George Indianapolis IN $25
St. George Methuen MA $111
St. George Cleveland OH $347
St. George W. Roxbury MA $1,050
St. George Houston TX $508
St. George Niagara Falls NY $252
St. George Vicksburg MS $300
St. George Cicero IL $600
St. George New Kensington PA $332
St. George Indianapolis IN $230
St. George Norwood MA $449
St. George El Paso TX $300
St. George Flint MI $256
St. George Orlando FL $63
St. George S. Glens Falls NY $100
St. George Canton OH $210
St. George Danbury CT $25
St. George Lowell MA $332
St. George Danbury CT $10
St. George Richmond Hill ON $571

Parish City State Amount

St. George Jacksonville FL $163
St. George Cedar Rapids IA $450
St. George Montreal QC $587
St. Gregory Washington DC $50
St. Ignatius Franklin TN $321
St. Ignatius Madison WI $300
St. Innocent Everson WA $208
St. James Ft. Collins CO $126
St. James Williamston MI $40
St. James the Apostle Mission Westminster MD $85
St. John Cathedral Eagle River AK $100
St. John Chrysostom York PA $210
St. John Levittown NY $250
St. John Memphis TN $685
St. John of Damascus Dedham MA $735
St. John the Baptist Post Falls ID $94
St. John the Evangelist Orinda CA $485
St. John the Evangelist Beaver Falls PA $200
St. John the Theologian Mission Rapid City SD $50
St. Joseph Houston TX $232
St. Luke Lafayette CO $100
St. Luke Garden Grove CA $581
St. Mark Youngstown OH $316
St. Mark Denver CO $25
St. Mark Irvine CA $434
St. Mary Brooklyn NY $1,365
St. Mary Wilkes Barre PA $222
St. Mary Chambersburg PA $165
St. Mary Omaha NE $100
St. Mary Pawtucket RI $511
St. Mary Wichita KS $224
St. Mary Mississauga ON $109
St. Mary Brooklyn NY $10
St. Mary Cambridge MA $700
St. Mary W. Palm Beach FL $382
St. Mary Topeka IN $200
St. Mary Brooklyn NY $1,365
St. Mary Johnstown PA $146
St. Mary Berkley MI $100
St. Matthew Torrance CA $205
St. Matthew N. Royalton OH $100
St. Michael Beaumont TX $203
St. Michael Van Nuys CA $303
St. Michael Louisville KY $348
St. Michael Monessen PA $57
St. Michael Geneva NY $264
St. Nicholas Cathedral Los Angeles CA $565
St. Nicholas Cathedral Brooklyn NY $300
St. Nicholas San Francisco CA $323
St. Nicholas Montreal QC $264
St. Nicholas Grand Rapids MI $650
St. Nicholas Shreveport LA $112
St. Nicholas Beckley WV $276
St. Nicholas Cedarburg WI $200
St. Paul Emmaus PA $177
St. Paul Naples FL $320
St. Peter Madison MS $268
St. Philip Ft. Lauderdale FL $200
St. Philip Edmonton AB $300
St. Philip Souderton PA $100
St. Sophia Dripping Springs TX $28
St. Stephen Hiram GA $300
St. Stephen Campbell CA $232
St. Stephen the Protomartyr S. Plainfield NJ $225
St. Thomas Sioux City IA $237
St. Timothy Lompoc CA $25
St. Timothy Fairfield CA $200
St. Vincent of Lerins Omaha NE $28
St. Anthony Mission Spring TX $300
Virgin Mary Montreal QC $225
Virgin Mary Yonkers NY $310
Virgin Mary Alslip IL $100

Amount collected as of 3/31/2008 $42,952.00

Special Olympics Awareness Day October 2007 Donations Received.

The Department of Youth Ministry and the Officers of NAC Teen SOYO thank the following parishes that sent donations to
help fund the August 2008 NAC SOYO Special Olympics Sports Camp:
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GENERAL FUND

Metropolitan PHILIP $10,000
Bishop ANTOUN 1,000
Mrs. Elaine Heider — Johnstown, PA 30,000
Anonymous 30,000
Mrs. Adele Soffa — San Marino, CA 20,000
Anonymous 15,000
Mr. Douglas Skaff — South Charleston, WV 12,000
Mr. Daniel Abraham — Grand Rapids, MI 10,000
Abraham Brothers — Grand Rapids, MI 10,000
Mr. Edward Assile — Creskill, NJ 10,000
Dr. David Bojrab — Ft. Wayne, IN 10,000
Mr. Dan Braun — Goleta, CA 10,000
Mr. Fawaz El Khoury — Westboro, MA 10,000
Dr. George Farha — Wichita, KS 10,000
Dr. Elias Hebeka — Naples, FL 10,000
Dr. Donald Howard — Davie, FL 10,000
Mr. Richard Kattouf — Bonita Springs, FL 10,000
Mr. Anton Khoury — Miami, FL 10,000
Dr. Sam Kouri — Wichita, KS 10,000
Mr. Gregory Laham — Westwood, MA 10,000
Mr. William Morrison — Wheaton, IL 10,000
Mr. William Nassir — La Jolla, CA 10,000
Mr. George Nassor — Wyckoff, NJ 10,000
Dr. Raymond Rishwain — Stockton, CA 10,000
Mr. Philip Saliba — New York, NY 10,000
Mr. Elias Shaheen — Houston, TX 10,000
Mr. Dave Tax — Newport Beach, CA 10,000
Mr. Kory Warr — Oklahoma City, OK 10,000
Anonymous 10,000
Mr. Nicola Antakli — Troy, MI 8,000
Mr. Robert Laham — Chestnut Hill, MA 8,000
Mr. Hafiz Nassar — Toledo, OH 6,000
Mr. Mansour Rayan — Lincolnwood, IL 6,000
Mr. Walid Khalife — Bloomfield Hills, MI 5,000
Mr. Sam Newey — Jacksonville, FL 5,000
Mr. George Darany — Dearborn, MI 4,000
Dr. Eugene Sayfie — Miami, FL 4,000
Dr. John Dalack — Staten Island, NY 3,500
Mr. Ernest Younes — Willowdale, Ontario, Canada 3,000
Dr. Alan Matook — Cedar Grove, NJ 2,500
Mr. Ralph Abercia — Houston, TX 2,000
Dr. Anthony Bashir — W. Roxbury, MA 2,000
Mr. Philip Haddad — Charleston, WV 2,000
Mr. Walter Parhamovich — Las Vegas, NV 2,000
Rt. Rev. Paul Doyle — Torrance, CA 1,500
Chaplain Fund US Army — Arlington, VA 512
Mr. Andrew Lehman — Englewood, NJ 321
R. Raif S. Geha — Belmont, MA 300

Dr. Samuel Cross, Jr. — Ford City, PA 100
Mr. Robert Hardy — Vicksburg, MS 100
Mrs. Edward Kassab — Boca Raton, FL 100
Mr. George Nimmer — Omaha, NE 100
Ms. Yvonne M. Homsy — Boston, MA 50

ARCHDIOCESE SEMINARY FUND
Sam F. Hamra Memorial Funds $1,000
Mr. Nicola Antakli 500
Dr. George Farha 500
Mr. Dave Tax 500
Mr. Philip Haddad 250
Dr. Raymond Rishwain 250

ARCHDIOCESE SEMINARIANS FUND
Anonymous $11,000
Mr. Philip Haddad 10,000
Joe Swehla 4,200
Mr. Nicola Antakli 500
Mr. Dave Tax 500
Mr. Sam Newey 300
Marwan Sabbouh 250

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
Dr. Sam Kouri $500
Mr. Philip Haddad 250
Mr. Walid Khalife 250
Dr. Raymond Rishwain 250
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Watson 100

(In Memory of Pauline Malouf)

FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE
Dr. Sam Kouri $500
Mr. Nicola Antakli 300
Mr. Walid Khalife 250
Dr. Raymond Rishwain 250

NAC TEEN SOYO
Dr. Sam Kouri $500
Mr. Nicola Antakli 300
Mr. Walid Khalife 250
Dr. Raymond Rishwain 250
Mr. Sam Newey 200

MIDWEST TEEN SOYO
Mr. Nicola Antakli $300
Mr. Walid Khalife 250

Archdiocesan 

Office

Individual Contributions to Archdiocese Funds

January 31, 2008
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FOR THE PATRIARCHATE OF ANTIOCH
Endowment of the Antiochian Women and

Katherine Ajar Fund $5,000
(Saidnaya Monastery, Syria)

Zack Farha Trust, Wichita, KS 2,000
(Saidnaya Monastery, Syria)

Dr. Raif Geha, Belmont, MA 400
(St. George Church, Bechmezzine, Kouri, Lebanon)

St. John of Damascus, Dedham, MA 303
(St. Gregory Orphanage, Damascus, Syria)

CLERGY BENEFITS FUND
Order of St. Ignatius $250,000
Antiochian Women 146,377
David and Debbi Elkouri 10,000
Richard Zakka 6,500
Anonymous 5,000

ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE
Larry and Cookie Rossy $568,000
Issam Fares Foundation 75,000
Council of Eastern Orthodox Churches of Lowell 1,000
St. George Teen SOYO — Lowell, MA 500

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
St. George Church, Cedar Rapids, IA $500

CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND
Anonymous $5,000

THE AMEROSE MEMORIAL FUND
Mrs. Mary Mabardie — Ridgewood, NJ $3,000

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mrs. Elaine Heider $1,000

NATIONAL ORATORICAL CONTEST  SCHOLARSHIPS
Mr. and Mrs. George Nassor $1,600

BISHOP BASIL SOUTHWEST MISSIONARY FUND
Southwest Region $56,084

ST. JOHN THE MERCIFUL ENDOWMENT FUND
Sam and Julienne Newey $75,000
Joseph and Marlene Samra 25,000

MISSIONARY FUND
David Ghiz, Phoenix, AZ $3,000

(In Memory of Sally Ghiz)
Kory Warr, Oklahoma, OK 2,500
Terry Swehla, Modesto, CA 2,000
George Nassor, Wyckoff, NJ 1,000
Dave Tax, Newport, CA 1,000

MIDDLE EAST RELIEF FUND
Terry Swehla, Modesto, CA $1,000
St. Anthony Church, Tulsa, OK 115

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND ENDOWMENT FUND
Dr. and Mrs. C. Frederick Milkie $3,333
Laham Family Foundation 250
Yvonne M. Homsy 100

MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM ENDOWMENT FUND
St. Michael Church, Van Nuys, CA $16,438

Kevin and Colleen Allen 10,000
Dn. Thomas and Wendy Braun 10,000
Mary Lapadat 5,000
Dr. Albert and Nancy Malouf 5,000
Dn. Thomas and Zinetta Nassif 5,000
Dr. and Mrs. C. Frederick Milkie 3,333
Nelson G. Mamey 3,000
William and Hazel Nassir 3,000
Dave Tax 2,000
Richard and Joyce Ayoob 1,000
Jack M. Malouf 1,000
Michael and Patricia Malouf 1,000
Ms. Isabel E. Elac 500
Dn. John and Barbara Fate 500
Nicholas Haddad 500
Bruce and Lynn Marie Heying 500
Scot and Yumiko Larsen 500
Mrs. Marion R. Deeb 350
David and Mona Morrow 300
Mrs. Gwen C. Corey 200
Mitchell and Trenna Berry 200
Ms. Robin Lynn Nicholas 200
R. Thomas Porter 200
Mrs. Marie S. Jabour 150

YOUTH MINISTRY ENDOWMENT FUND
Dr. and Mrs. C. Frederick Milkie $3,333
Dave Tax 1,000

Elevated

KINNICK, Priest Bernard to the dignity of Arch-
priest by Bishop JOSEPH on March 23, 2008 at
St. Nicholas Church in Spokane, WA

Attention Antiochian Village Alumni!

In an effort to keep everyone well-in-
formed, the Antiochian Village Camp would
like to stay in touch with all former campers,
counselors, staff and volunteers. Please e-mail
the camp at campoffice@antiochianvil-
lage.org with your name, e-mail address,
home address and phone number, as well as
the years you attended the Antiochian Village
and in what capacity. This will create a network
for the Village and allow us to stay in contact
with our alumni about upcoming events, im-
provements and important announcements, in-
cluding our annual Alumni Weekend scheduled
for July 4-6, 2008.

Editors’ Note: Our apologies to Elsie
Kaleel, who was mistakenly listed among
the departed in an Antiochian Women
 article in the March issue.
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ST. ROMANOS CHORALE,
HOUSTON, TX

By the time you read this
Christmas will have long come
and gone, so much so that it may
now be soon to come. But that’s
just the point! Our annual cele-
bration of the Incarnation in the
Flesh of the God-Man, Christ, is
familiar, glorious, and timeless,
to those of us in the Church.
However, to those outside the Or-
thodox Church, our beautiful and
ancient hymnody is seldom avail-
able outside the confines of our
worship services. 

In an effort to remedy this and
to enlighten and enliven the
hearts of faithful and visitor
alike, the St. Romanos Chorale,
under the direction of Dr William
Attra, held a benefit concert at St.
George, Houston, on December
8, 2007. The proceeds from this
event benefited the Orthodox
Clergy Association of Greater
Houston and their joint mission-
ary and outreach projects, espe-
cially their broadcast, audio, and
electronic media efforts. Thanks
to the St. Romanos Chorale,
close to $3,500 was raised dur-
ing the benefit.

The St. Romanos Chorale is a
pan-Orthodox Christian Chorale,
composed of singers from seven
Orthodox Churches in five cities:
Houston, Spring, Beaumont,
Austin and Shreveport,
Louisiana. The Chorale is self-
funded and composed entirely of
volunteers whose mission has

been described as “Putting Or-
thodox Christianity on Wheels.”

The Orthodox Clergy Associa-
tion of Greater Houston, with
clergy from seven different juris-
dictions, is continually working
toward unity of purpose and
local evangelization. Last year
the Houston Clergy Association
purchased air time on a local
radio station, KKHT, for broad-
casting the Orthodox Christian
Network program, “Come Re-
ceive the Light.” This year a part-
nership with Ancient Faith Radio
will allow participating parishes
to store MP3 audio presentations
on the Association’s website.

ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS
CHURCH, DEDHAM, MA

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
1907-2007

In October, His Eminence Met-
ropolitan PHILIP presided over
the Centennial Celebration at St.
John of Damascus Church in
Dedham, MA. During the cele-
bration, nineteen new members
were inducted into the Order of
St. Ignatius.

A weekend of festivities started
on Friday evening with an event
entitled Night of Memories —
100 years at St. John’s. It was de-
signed as a no-fee event to
spread good will, fellowship and
comradeship. The committee
began planning the evening over
one and a half years prior to the
event, by collecting archives and
photos from all parishioners. We
wanted a combination of physi-

cal archives, photos, memora-
bilia, but also a memorable show.
The items we received were in-
credible. They included photos
and film from the 1930’s, talent
show brochures from the 60’s
and 70’s, and a 1935 raffle
ticket, to name just a few. All
photos and memorabilia were
digitally scanned and saved.

We then requested wedding
photos of all parishioners who
wanted to participate in the
“Wedding Wall.” These were
scanned and reprinted, so as not
to ruin the original photos. Rang-
ing from the 1910’s to the cur-
rent day, we collected over 300
wedding photos.

We then put together a sight
and sound show of the photos we
had collected. The DVD we pro-
duced had our Night of Memo-
ries show, an additional bonus
show, video clips of our parish-
ioners throughout the years, a
message from Fr. John Teebagy,
our pastor, and committee and
sponsorship information.

For the actual event, we had
the smaller function hall set-up
“museum” style to display the

St. Romanos
Chorale

Communities In 

Action
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physical archives and pictures
we had collected. Our Wedding
Wall took up much of the wall
space in our function hall. We
had the large hall set up audito-
rium-style so everyone could
view our show. Light hors d’oeu-
vres were served. A cash bar was
available.

The DVD we produced was
available for sale, as were other
old movies we had converted to
DVD format. The sale of the
DVD’s helped to defray the cost
of the evening, and actually it
helped the evening to become a
fund-raiser for the church.

Although the actual show was
only 35 minutes long, the event
ran from 7:00 pm and ended at
11:00 pm. Everybody wanted to
stay. A fantastic time was had by
all attendees.

Our Centennial Celebration
continued on Saturday morning,
when St. John’s Church School
Parent Guild hosted a brunch at
which the children of the church
school entertained Metropolitan
PHILIP. The program, directed
by Church School Director

Nancy Close and Khouryie Joan
Teebagy, told the history of the
Church of St. John of Damascus.
Our opening number featured
twelve of our students singing a
song about the twelve disciples.
During the telling of the church
history by the children, a huge
“puzzle” handmade of individual
tiles was put together, revealing
to all in attendance a picture of
Jesus in the midst of children
surrounded by the words “St.
John’s Church School — We are
the Future.” The program culmi-
nated with  beautiful rendition of
“A Psalm of Thanksgiving”
chanted by the children. Follow-
ing the production, the Church
School and Parent Guild pre-
sented Metropolitan PHILIP with
an additional donation of $2,500
(this is in addition to our $5,000
pledge) for the Antiochian Vil-
lage 2010 Capital Campaign.

On Saturday evening, October
6, the Centennial Ball was held at
the elegant Westin Waltham
Boston Hotel with a sold out
crowd of 481 attendees from all
over the country. This magical

evening was one to rekindle
friendships, reunite families, and
re-ignite the spirit of the parish-
ioners of The Church of St. John
of Damascus.

Committee chairpersons and
MCs for the evening, Cynthia and
Mark Haddad, invited all centen-
nial committee members along
with past and present members
of each parish organization, cen-
tennial weekend sponsors, all
veterans, members of the Arch-
diocese Board of Trustees,
friends from sister churches, and
past and present members of the
clergy to stand. This brought all
attendees to their feet. With
everyone standing, a toast was
made to the people who make
The Church of St. John of Dam-
ascus what it is today. Coinciding
with the theme of the weekend,
this tribute was a celebration to
“Honor Our Past” from genera-
tion to generation, from Damas-
cus, Syria to Boston,
Massachusetts from Hudson
Street to Museum Road to West
Street, to share the love of God
and the Holy Orthodox Church.

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP
cutting the Centennial birthday cake
as St. John’s Dean of Altar Servers,
John Najjar, looks on.

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP addressing those in attendance follow-
ing the wonderful presentation by members of the church school.
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This was a celebration to “Enrich
Our Present” and to preserve the
unity of the faithful of this
blessed parish. This was a cele-
bration to “Ensure the Future”
with the support, generosity and
faithfulness of all to continue our
voice for a new generation of Or-
thodoxy in America.

Speeches from our Centennial
Weekend Chairman, Mr. Tom
Sabbag; Chairman of the Execu-
tive Board, Dr. Wayne Zahka; and
our Pastor, Rev. Father John Tee-
bagy, enlightened attendees as to
the dedication of a handful of
people that made this weekend
one to remember for a lifetime. A
special presentation from Saidna
PHILIP to one of our two Cente-
narians, Mrs. Evelyn Sakakeeny
Zahka, graced the evening, as
her children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren proudly
gathered around her. The high-
light of the evening was having
Saidna PHILIP as our always-in-
spiring keynote speaker. He com-
plimented the committee by
saying that he felt at home in his
beloved Damascus with our won-

derful weekend festivities.
Saidna and all attendees con-

tinued to enjoy the evening with
Arabic entertainment by our own
Fouad Hajjar and Ensemble and
ballroom dance music with The
Trilogy Orchestra. A special
guest appearance from Arabic
vocalist Dr. John Nazarian had
the entire ballroom dancing the
dubkee to the songs of Damas-
cus. Attendees went home with a
limited edition icon of St. John of
Damascus, the patron saint of
our parish, as well as a copy of
the commemorative centennial
history and ad book. A truly mag-
ical evening was enjoyed by all.

On Sunday, His Eminence Met-
ropolitan PHILIP celebrated the
Hierarchical Liturgy, which was
followed by a parish luncheon.

The parishioners of St. John of
Damascus have been blessed by
the past 100 years and we look
forward to the next 100.

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP with (l to r): Khouryie Joan Teebagy,
Very Rev. Fr. John Teebagy, pastor of St. John of Damascus, Thomas Sab-
bag, Gala Chairman, Sherie Sabbag, Dr. Wayne Zahka, Executive Board
Chairman, Dana Zahka, Cynthia and Mark Haddad, Gala Ball Co-Chairs.

DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES
AND THE WEST
2008 PARISH LIFE 

CONFERENCE
July 2-6, 2008

“Pray and pL.A.y”

Please plan on joining
His Grace Bishop JOSEPH

and the faithful for the
2008 Diocese of Los Angeles

Parish Life Conference.

Venue: LAX Marriott Hotel
www.marriott.com
888-236-2427

Rate: $109/night
Reference Code: AOCAOCA

Keynote Speaker: His Grace Bishop
MAXIM
Serbian Orthodox
Church

Registration information has been posted
on the PLC website.

Please download the forms you need.
www.2008plcla.com

Online registration available soon!
Any questions, please email:

plc20081a@aol.com
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ELINOR BOURJAILY —
MEMORY ETERNAL!

On Saturday morning, Decem-
ber 15, 2007, the members of St.
Matthew the Evangelist Ortho-
dox Church of North Royalton,
Ohio, with family and friends
from the Midwest, gathered for a
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy,
presided by Right Rev. MARK,
Bishop of Toledo and the Mid-
west, to pay tribute to our dear-
est Elinor Bourjaily, known to
most as “Aunt Elinor.” Having
suddenly been stricken with a
life-threatening illness in Sep-
tember, the parish members, led
by Mark and Josie Katzbach, de-
cided that they wanted to honor
Aunt Elinor while she was well
enough to attend the festivities.
The liturgy was beautiful and fur-
ther enhanced by the participa-
tion of our pastor, V. Rev. Fr.
Andrew Harmon, V. Rev. Fr. Paul
Albert of St. Elias, Toledo, V. Rev.
Fr. Anthony Cervo of Canton, V.
Rev. Fr. Louis Mashie and Rev. Fr.
Michael Corbin of Akron, V. Rev.
Fr. Jean Dib El-Ojaimi and Fr.
Deacon Yarid Sahley of St.
George, Cleveland, Fr. Gregory
Harrigle of New Castle, PA, V.
Rev. Fr. Anthony Yazge of the An-
tiochian Village Camp, Rev. Fr.
Stephen Ziton of Solon, and Sub-
deacon Joseph Olas, and our
own subdeacons, Fred Bourjaily,
Mark Katzbach, and Richard
Sahley.

Following the service, parish-
ioner Tom George, assisted by
his colleagues who volunteered
their services, served a beautiful
dinner to all in attendance. Sev-
eral individuals spoke to and
about Aunt Elinor, including His
Grace Bishop MARK, Fr. Andrew
Harmon, parish council presi-
dent Mark Katzbach, Kathy Abra-

ham of Grand Rapids on behalf
of her husband Daniel Abraham,
president of the National Order
of St. Ignatius, the regional pres-
ident of AOCWNA, Roberta Roy-
hab of Sylvania, Peter Katsaros,
parishioner and dear friend of
Elinor, V. Rev. Fr. Anthony Yazge,
director of the Antiochian Village
Camp, and Dr. Anne Thomas,
beloved daughter of Elinor. Dr.
Chris Farage hosted the event as
the Master of Ceremonies.

The first highlight of the after-
noon came when Bishop MARK
presented Aunt Elinor with the
Episcopal Commendation of Ex-
emplary Service. No stranger to
awards, Aunt Elinor was thrilled
to receive her first from His
Grace. The greatest highlight of
the day was when Aunt Elinor
herself addressed the gathering.
Although not quite herself for the
past several days, she brightened
and delivered a gracious and
humbling speech to all, her voice
clear and her message unques-
tionable: “Thank you to all and
remember to work for the glory
of God and the Holy Orthodox
Church.”

Elinor’s many years of service
to St. George Church in Cleve-
land, to St. Matthew Church in
North Royalton, and to the Anti-
ochian Archdiocese include:
Church School teacher and su-
perintendent, Ladies’ Club mem-
ber and president, regional and
national president of AOCWNA,
member of the Order of St. Ig-
natius, and most importantly, An-
tiochian Village Camp volunteer
and honorary “Sitto.” Aunt Eli-
nor’s work is continued today by
her son, Fred N. Bourjaily, a
parish council, men’s fellowship
and St. Ignatius member, camp
volunteer and subdeacon, and

her daughter, Dr. Anne Bourjaily
Thomas of St. Luke the Evangel-
ist Orthodox Church of Solon,
founder of St. Matthew and St.
Luke, parish council member
and president, and member of
the St. Ignatius Governing
 Council.

It is not uncommon for her
children and any of those who
knew and loved her, to have a
fleeting thought, “I need to ask
Aunt Elinor about that.” The de-
gree to which she was instru-
mental in the lives of ALL who
knew her is impossible to meas-
ure or explain.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band, Fred D., fifteen years ear-
lier, her son-in-law, Ed Goff in
August of 1996, and her daugh-
ter, Beth Marie Goff in May of
1997, Aunt Elinor Bourjaily de-
parted this life on January 4 to be
with the Lord, and was laid to
rest on Tuesday, January 8,
2008. “Well done, thou good and
faithful servant.” MAY HER
MEMORY BE ETERNAL!

ST. NICHOLAS,
 BRIDGEPORT,

 CONNECTICUT
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

On this extraordinary occa-
sion, fifty years after the dedica-
tion of St. Nicholas, Bridgeport,
Connecticut as a new parish in
the Antiochian Orthodox Arch-
diocese, it is particularly fitting
that we, the parishioners of St.
Nicholas, honor the memory of
the founders of our community.
They were our fathers, and moth-
ers, our grandfathers and grand-
mothers. This unforgettable
milestone in the life of the St.
Nicholas parish of Bridgeport is
an enduring tribute to them.
Their dream has been realized.



Once again, we were privileged to have our
beloved Metropolitan PHILIP to offer the prayers
and lead the commemorative services on that spe-
cial weekend of September 15, 2007.

This glorious weekend comprised an array of
events that included receptions for the clergy, an
evening reception sponsored by the Ladies, the fab-
ulous dance performance by our children, directed
by Robin Jones, meetings, services of dedication
and remembrance and a truly festive program cul-
minating in an elegant finale, the grand banquet at
the Stone Barn Restaurant in Monroe, Connecticut.

Honored clergy at the banquet included: His Em-
inence Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba, Archdeacon
Hans El-Hayek, our pastor, Fr. Romanos Malouf and
Khourieh Laurie, former St. Nicholas pastor, Fr.
Joseph Purpura and Khourieh Kathleen, and Dea-
con Sami Bal and his wife Susan. In addition to St.
Nicholas clergy, several Antiochian clergy from
nearby parishes, as well as clergy from other local
Orthodox churches, attended this joyous celebra-
tion. God bless St. Nicholas Church of Bridgeport,
Connecticut; may we continue to grow and be
blessed with 50 more prosperous years!

ORTHODOX WOMEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT
SEPTEMBER 21-23, 2007

Yet another blessing was our 7th Orthodox
Woman’s Retreat held at the Enthios Retreat and
Conference Centre, 18 km west of Calgary city lim-
its. We were thankful for the priests representing
the different church families of Calgary who served
throughout the weekend — Fr. Michael Lupu from
St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Church, Fr. Taras
Krochak from St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox

Above: Metropolitan PHILIP with our kids!
Below: Metropolitan PHILIP and ladies’ officers (L-R) Samar Sakakini, Susan
Shawah Kosturko, Nahida Saliba Abraham, Patti Boros

Above: Metropolitan PHILIP with two founders — George Shawah and John Betar
Above left: Metropolitan PHILIP at banquet with Fr. Romanos and Deacon Sami Bal
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Metropolitan PHILIP at banquet with Fr. Romanos (R) and
Deacon Sami Bal (L)
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Church, Fr. Ibrahim Chahoud
from the Antiochian Orthodox
Church of the Annunciation and
Fr. Richard Rene from Holy Mar-
tyr Peter the Aleut Orthodox
Church.

Once again we were all warmly
welcomed by Shirley Dinn, one
of the four coordinators. The
other coordinators, Myra Rein-
heimer, Ghada  Ziadeh, and Joan
Popowich also, in their own per-
sonable ways, made all the ladies
feel very much at home! Ladies
came from as far west as British
Columbia, right across the
Prairie Provinces, and as far east
as Ontario. There were 80
women who attended the Retreat
this year!

Our speaker this year was Kh.
Maggie Hock from St. Mary’s Or-
thodox Parish in Omaha, Ne-
braska, USA, who arrived with
excellent credentials. She is the
Director of the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese
Department of Marriage and
Parish Family Ministries, special-
izing in crisis and trauma ther-
apy, individual, marital, parenting
group and corporate dynamics,
Kh. Maggie counsels from an Or-
thodox Christian perspective.
She is the mother of five, married
to the Very Reverend Don Hock.
Kh. Maggie spoke to us on the
Importance of Forgiveness in
Spiritual Growth — Spiritual
Healing through Forgiveness.

Kh. Maggie began the retreat
with sharing with us how crucial
understanding the practice of
forgiveness was, as shown in
Biblical Text and the Church Fa-
thers. We reflected on what for-
giveness actually was, then on
the steps of forgiveness, leading
to the four stages of forgiveness:
1) hurt; 2) hate; 3) healing and

4) harmony. These stages were
dealt with in-depth, leading to
the key to complete forgiveness,
which is abolishing moral hin-
drances.

This was followed by Kh. Mag-
gie giving us practical steps on
how to practice forgiveness with
specific exercises which focused
on the awareness about forgive-
ness. The sessions ended with us
all realizing without any doubt
that forgiveness is truly the gate
to the path of salvation. We need
only to think on The Lord’s
Prayer to realize how conditional
“forgiveness” is. Both receiving
forgiveness from God and for-
giving others leads to the path of
salvation. Forgiveness opens the
door to healing. It is love’s anti-
dote to pain.

During this entire retreat, it
was most evident that we were
not “going to a retreat” but that
we were “going to retreat,” which
was just what we did, as we were
given a number of quiet times to
reflect, to meditate on the mate-
rial that was presented to us. For-
giveness does have many faces.
As Kh. Maggie so clearly empha-

sized, it is clear that forgiveness
is not easily cultivated, especially
when we have been deeply
wounded by another person and
our human dignity has been af-
fronted. Forgiveness is not a sim-
ple feat. To begin, we need to
confront and affirm our anger,
our pain, our sense of betrayal.
Ultimately though, it is the act of
choosing to forgive that allows
us to enjoy the present.

Once more we leave this Re-
treat counting our blessings —
that we are able to come together
as a community of sisters each
year. We are already looking for-
ward to our Retreat next year,
where we will not be going to a
retreat but that we will retreat
once more! May our beloved
Lord watch over us, protecting
and guiding us as we look for-
ward to Retreat 2008, September
19-21. Inshalah. For details,
contact Ghada Ziadeh at (403)
240-2549.

“Be kind to one another, ten-
der-hearted, forgiving one an-
other, just as God in Christ also
has forgiven you” Ephesians
4:32.

Saints Constantine and Helen Orthodox Church
is proud to host the

4th Annual DOWAMA
Parish Life Conference

June 18th-22nd, 2008
Dallas, Texas

For all Hotel, Registration and all other information
Please visit our website at www.dowamaplc.org



THE STANDING CONFERENCE OF
THE CANONICAL ORTHODOX
BISHOPS IN THE AMERICAS

(SCOBA) HONORS VICAR GENERAL
OF THE WESTERN RITE

FATHER PAUL SCHNEIRLA FOR HIS
YEARS OF  SERVICE TO THE INTER-

ORTHODOX RELATIONS
GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE,

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

On Monday, December 10, 2007, His
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Chair-
man, hosted a reception and luncheon for
SCOBA Commission members to ac-
knowledge Father Paul Schneirla’s many
years of service to SCOBA since its incep-
tion in 1961. Citing his “lengthy and ex-
traordinary” support for Inter-Orthodox
development and communication, Arch-
bishop Demetrios said that this unusual
dedication and commitment “certainly
merit such recognition.” Honored as “the
living memory of SCOBA and contributing
to the cause of Orthodox Unity for many,
many years,” a commemorative cross and
congratulations were offered in St. Paul’s
chapel at 10 East 79th Street in New York
City, the Greek Archdiocese headquarters.
A luncheon followed, which included Fa-
ther Paul’s son and daughter, who were in
attendance for this special event which
yielded the following resolution:

Resolution of SCOBA

Hierarchs – December 10, 2007 

Whereas the Standing Conference of
the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the
Americas was founded in 1961 for the pur-
pose of:

The consideration and resolution of
common ecclesiastical problems, the
coordination of effort in matters of
common concern to Orthodoxy, and
the strengthening of Orthodox unity:

And whereas the Very Reverend Father
Paul Schneirla was among the original
clergy assisting in the work of the Stand-
ing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox
Bishop in the Americas,

And whereas the Very Reverend Father
Paul Schneirla has worked for over forty-
six years for the common good and unity
of all Orthodox Churches in the Americas
through SCOBA,

We, the Hierarchs of the Standing Con-
ference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops
in the Americas, do hereby recognize the
vast contribution and tireless ministry of
the Very Reverend Father Paul Schneirla
and express our profound thanks and abid-
ing appreciation.

We wish him “Many Years” and every
blessing in Christ; this tenth day of
 December in the year of Our Lord 2007.

+ + + + + + + + + + +
Reluctant to stand out as other than the

parish priest he was for sixty years,  Father
Paul nonetheless agreed to attend the cer-
emony at the urging of his children, the
Archdiocese and Mr. Charles Ajalat, a rep-
resentative of the Antiochian Orthodox
Archdiocese to SCOBA’s Study and Plan-
ning Commission. While pastor at St.
Mary’s, Brooklyn, New York, Father Paul
also taught Old Testament at St. Vladimir’s
Seminary in Crestwood, New York and
worked on behalf of both Archbishop
Antony Bashir and His Eminence Arch-
bishop PHILIP in support of SCOBA.
 Father Paul is currently working on a his-
tory of SCOBA, as well as that of the West-
ern Rite since World War II.

Bishop ANTOUN Khoury of the Anti-
ochian Archdiocese moved that the Reso-
lution be made unanimous, and those
present responded enthusiastically. The
Standing Conference represents the Pri-

Orthodox World
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mates of the Greek, Albanian, An-
tiochian, Bulgarian, Carpatho-
Russian, OCA, Romanian,
Serbian, and Ukrainian Orthodox
Churches in the United States,
sponsoring IOCC and numerous
agencies and enterprises sup-
porting united Orthodoxy. From
our Antiochian Archdiocese, the
members of the Study and Plan-
ning Commission, a coordinating
body for SCOBA, include Father

Paul Schneirla and
Charles Ajalat, a
Chancellor of the
Archdiocese. Each
member body of the
Standing Conference
is represented by two
members of the Plan-
ning Commission.

TEXAN CENTERS
EAGLE SCOUT

PROJECT ON HIS
CHURCH

Overlooking the
banks of a normally
placid stream is Blake
Rutledge’s Eagle

Scout project, which took on ad-

ditional significance when His
Grace Bishop BASIL blessed the
structure the day after it was
completed.

Blake, 15 at the time of plan-
ning and construction, is a mem-
ber of St. Peter’s Orthodox
Church in Fort Worth, along with
his parents, Laura and John, and
his brother and two sisters.

Blake said he heard adults talk-
ing about building a chapel-like
structure for Church School stu-
dents. He decided to undertake
the construction as his Eagle
Scout service project. The Trin-
ity Valley sophomore is a mem-
 ber of Scout Troop 64 in Fort
Worth, which has almost 40
members.

Blake appeared before the
Very Rev. Anthony Miller and St.
Peter’s Vestry to describe his
project and re ceived permission
to make it a reality.

His task involved the design,
raising money to pay for all the
materials and then scheduling
Boy Scouts, Scout leaders, and
friends to build Saint Nicholas
Children’s Chapel. In addition,
Blake had to obtain a building
permit, which involved a review
by the City of Fort Worth Flood
Plain Management personnel.

After visits to several busi-
nesses to solicit donations, Blake
was fortunate to receive dona-
tions; all the lumber was donated
by a family-owned lumber com-
pany in Fort Worth.

He shared that the project
“was very enjoyable to con-
struct,” and that he was appre-
ciative of much support from his
family and others. Particular ap-
preciation goes to his grandfa-
ther, who made the Russian-style
Orthodox cross on top of the
structure. Blake’s grandfather

has the distinction of being an
Eagle Scout.

Blake concludes, “Over all,
everything went very smoothly,”
including two spring-like Satur-
days on December 1st and 8th
that allowed all involved to put in
long hours to complete the work.

Bishop BASIL’s December 9th
visit to St. Peter’s Church coin-
cided well with this, so His Grace
could personally bless the
 structure.

BISHOP JOSEPH SPEAKS AT
ST. TIKHON’S SEMINARY
AND MONASTERY AND

 ORDAINS AN ANTIOCHIAN
STUDENT TO DIACONATE

On Tuesday evening, Septem-
ber 25, Bishop JOSEPH of the
Diocese of Los Angeles was a
guest lecturer at St. Tikhon’s
Seminary and Monastery. He
spoke as part of the Fall Lecture
Series, which this year invited
four bishops of various Dioceses
— OCA, Greek, ROCOR and Anti-
ochian — to address the students
and guests of the Seminary on a
variety of topics. Bishop JOSEPH
spoke on the topic of holiness in
ministry: Holy Nation, Holy
Bishop, Holy Priest, Holy Deacon.

During his talk, Sayidna made
these important remarks:

“I speak to you this day about
holiness, true, Godly, divine,
pure, unwavering holiness. To be
holy is to be set apart by God. If
all things are from God, then to
be set apart by Him means that
what is holy has been returned to
its true owner. Holy things have
been restored to their rightful
place in a world of disorder. In
essence, it becomes what it really
is supposed to be.

An object that is “sanctified” or
made holy may carry out a com-

His Grace Bishop
BASIL and Blake

Blake’s crew at
the time of
 completing the
project, which
 includes a
 Russian
 Orthodox cross
on top of the
structure
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mon task, but it does so for a di-
vine purpose. For example, a
flask of water is a flask of water,
but if it is consecrated, that
means it carries water for a task
related to God. No longer can it
be used for anything else. To be
used for a common purpose
would be a violation of what it
has become.

And so it is for those who seek
to minister in the Church: if we
have been chosen as such a ves-
sel of God’s grace, and we are
sanctified by the laying on of
apostolic hands, then we are no
longer able to go back to having
a common life. Instead, we be-
come our true selves in connec-
tion to God, gradually being
transformed by His grace that re-
stores the Image and Likeness of
God in which we were made.

Please allow me to explain my
point to eliminate any confusion.
Seminary and ordination are not
merely matters of individual pref-
erence. If any person is ambitious
and impatient for clergy status,
thinking that he is capable by his
own power to face the challenge,
he is still far from the godly
priesthood. Priesthood is some-
thing chosen by God for us, and
He places His yoke upon those
who will heed His voice. He will
also permit His yoke to be placed
upon those who force themselves
into ministry, and this same
priesthood may destroy them and
destroy their parishioners.”

Sayidna spoke about holiness
in all the ranks of the priesthood,
personally addressing bishops,
presbyters and deacons on holi-
ness in their lives. He also ad-
dressed the wives of the clergy
on the importance of holiness in
their marriages and in their lives.
He spoke to them these words:

“I cannot comment on this
topic without addressing the
ministry of the clergyman’s wife.
Especially in this era, the wife of
a priest or deacon plays an in-
creasingly important role. Why?
Because, there are so few women
who are strong enough to endure
the strain of marriage to one of
God’s ministers …

Just as a candidate for ordina-
tion must be purified of sinful
cultural distortions, so must the
wife of such a candidate undergo
her own spiritual purification.

The matushka must also re-
member that her marriage to her
husband is to be an iconic reflec-
tion of the relationship between
her husband and the parish itself.
After all, if she is rebellious and
demanding of her husband, why
should the parish obey and re-
spect her husband as a clergy-
man? Parishes learn how to treat
the clergy after observing the be-
havior of the wife:

A healthy, God-inspired mar-
riage is the bedrock foundation
of the clergyman, and the weak-
nesses of his marriage will nec-
essarily crack what is built upon
it. My advice for seminarians not
already married is to ask a few
priests to talk to your prospec-
tive mate prior to buying a ring
and making promises. As for
those of you already married, re-
member that it is never too late
for self-examination and chang-
ing your ways.”

(The full text of the talk can be
read on the Diocese of Los Ange-
les webpage.)

On the following morning at
the Monastery’s Divine Liturgy
served by Bishop JOSEPH with
four priest concelebrants, Sub-
deacon Kevin Meyers, who is
from the parish of St. Andrew of

Riverside, California, was or-
dained by the bishop to the Holy
Diaconate. The subdeacon re-
ceived the name Deacon Nicholai
at ordination. The deacon is in
his third year of studies at St.
Tikhon’s and is assigned to assist
on weekends at St. Mary Anti-
ochian Church, Wilkes-Barre,
PA. The deacon is married to
Jeannette and they have a baby
girl, Anna Marie.

THE PRINCIPAL’S STORY
A DEDICATED EDUCATOR

AND NEW EQUIPMENT
FROM IOCC

MAKE THE DIFFERENCE
FOR A LEBANON PUBLIC

SCHOOL

Beirut, Lebanon — In Ain Al
Remaneh, an East Beirut suburb,

Bishop Joseph 
giving lecture

Deacon Nicholai
receiving his

 vestments from
Bishop JOSEPH,

assisted by
 Subdeacon

Michael Habib



there is a public school principal
who will do anything for her 300
students. On a day of heavy win-
ter rains, Principal Marie
Chahine, bundled in a heavy
coat, relates to visitors in her of-
fice some of her exploits at the K-
9 Chiah Public School for Girls.
She convinced her optician son
to give the girls free eye exams.
She wouldn’t admit an NGO into
the school until they first re-
paired all 16 dilapidated bath-
rooms. And her connections with
the municipality have ensured
electricity for the school, even
during Beirut’s now frequent
blackouts.

Chahine’s creative maneuver-
ing is “survival of the fittest” in a
country whose crumbling public
schools are hobbled by bureau-
cracy and a lack of investment by
the central government. “If I so
much as want to purchase pen-

cils it requires a special letter of
permission to the Ministry of Ed-
ucation,” says Chahine. A lover
of learning, Chahine began her
34-year teaching career in Ain al
Remaneh and continued teaching
“under the bombs” when
Lebanon’s civil war began, and
the school found itself along the
notorious Green Line which sep-
arated the eastern and western
sectors of Beirut.

During recess in the school’s
courtyard, her visitors see veiled
and unveiled teenage girls dressed
in sweat pants line up to run a
race. First graders dressed in pink
uniforms stand huddled together
against the cold as they watch the
older girls. Ain al Remaneh had
been a predominantly Christian
area, but many families fled the
civil war. “Today, you will find stu-
dents of all faiths here,” says
Chahine, “Shi’a, Sunni, Orthodox,
Druze, Maronite — and, thank
God, no conflicts between them.”

In Lebanon, children from low-
income families represent a sig-
nificant percentage of public
school enrollments. As the coun-
try’s economy has suffered due
to the unstable political situation,
more middle-class families now
send their children to public
schools.

International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities (IOCC), working to
develop hundreds of public
schools in Lebanon since 2001,
is currently repairing and devel-
oping 206 public schools
throughout the country through
a $4.7 million grant from the
United States AGency for Inter-
national Development (USAID).
Through the Lebanon Education
Assistance for Development
(LEAD) program, IOCC is in-
stalling new computer labs with

internet access, and purchasing
new furniture and laboratory
supplies for science instruction.

Chahine says that IOCC’s as-
sistance to Chiah has greatly ad-
vanced the quality of education
offered. “We used to be a tradi-
tional school with only theoreti-
cal instruction,” says Chahine,
“but now we have equipment,
labs, and technology that allow
us to make education more
 practical.”

Chahine’s dedication and cre-
ative problem solving has helped
the school to gain a good reputa-
tion among parents in the area.
She even has to hire a police of-
ficer to control the crowds show-
ing up every year for the first day
of registration. “There is a mood
in Lebanon that public schools
are not good and do not have a
good status,” says Chahine, “and
I want to change that.”

IOCC, founded in 1992 as
the official humanitarian aid
agency of the Standing Confer-
ence of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops in the Americas
(SCOBA), has implemented
over $250 million in relief and
development programs in 33
countries around the world. In
addition to the USAID pro-
gram, IOCC’s work in
Lebanon has included a major
school feeding and nutrition
education program through
the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA), and a
$3.7 million grant from the Of-
fice of U.S. Foreign Disaster
Assistance (OFDA) to help re-
turnees rebuild their lives in
southern Lebanon following
the 2006 war.

In the Beirut suburb of Ain al Remaneh, teenagers
Farah and Luna dream of becoming journalists and
educators. Their new computer lab provided by
IOCC through a $4.7 million grant by USAID will give
them some of the tools needed to realize that dream.
IOCC has been repairing and developing hundreds
of public schools throughout Lebanon since 2001.
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ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
AND FR. ALEXANDER

SCHMEMANN REMEMBERED
AT ST. VLADIMIR’S

 SEMINARY
Crestwood, NY — St.

Vladimir’s Seminary celebrated
the Feast of the Three Hierarchs,
the patronal feast of the semi-
nary chapel, with a Divine
Liturgy, a symposium on St. John
Chrysostom, and the 25th annual
Fr. Alexander Schmemann Me-
morial Lecture, on January 30,
2008. The day began with a hier-
archical Divine Liturgy cele-
brated by His Grace Bishop Basil
of Wichita and Mid-America. His
Grace, a graduate of St.
Vladimir’s Seminary (SVS ’73),
was this year’s speaker for the Fr.
Alexander Schmemann Memorial
Lecture. 
SYMPOSIUM

The afternoon’s symposium
on St. John Chrysostom wrapped
up the year-long commemora-
tion of the 1600th anniversary of
the repose of the Orthodox Saint
and one of the Three Hierarchs.
The symposium featured three
contemporary theologians illu-
minating his ancient, yet relevant
teachings. 

Dr. Margaret Mitchell ad-
dressed St. John Chrysostom as
homilist. With her own new
translation of one of St. John’s
sermons on 2 Corinthians 4:13,
the Professor of New Testament
and Early Christian Literature at
the University of Chicago’s Di-
vinity School discussed the struc-
ture and content to show how St.
John communicated his pro-
found and practical message. She
particularly highlighted St.
John’s emphasis on the impor-
tance, even necessity, of alms-
giving. “His teachings almost

always communicate an exhorta-
tion to care for the poor and
needy,” said Dr. Mitchell.

The second speaker, Igumen
Gregory Woolfenden, spoke
about St. John Chrysostom and
liturgy, especially on St. John’s
liturgical thinking as expressed in
his sermons. Fr. Gregory is pastor
of St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in New Britain, Connecti-
cut and serves as a Visiting Assis-
tant Professor of Liturgical
Studies at Yale Institute of Sacred
Music/Yale Divinity School. Fr.
Gregory spoke of a practical as-
pect of St. John’s approach to
liturgy when he pointed out that
in the Divine Liturgy we pray,
“that the Holy Spirit may be upon
us and these gifts here offered.”
He concluded his talk with, “may
we be transformed evermore by
what we do in church, as well as
what we say there.” 

The Very Reverend Josiah
Trenham, pastor of St. Andrew’s
Orthodox Church in Riverside,
California, was the third speaker
of the day. He spoke about St.
John Chrysostom and his teach-
ings on married life. Fr. Josiah
read excerpts of texts where St.
John described the ideal Chris-
tian married and family life. Fr.
Josiah also fleshed out St. John’s
teachings on the differences in
mankind’s state before the fall,
after the fall, and in the Kingdom
of Heaven, and how those differ-
ences affect the experience of
marriage. 
FR. ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN
LECTURE

That same evening, Bishop
Basil delivered the Fr. Alexander
Schmemann Mem orial Lecture,
speaking on Fr. Schmemann as
Teacher and Liturgist, to a ca-
pacity crowd in the Metropolitan

Philip Au-
ditorium.
B i s h o p
Basil, fo-
cusing on
the influ-
ence Fr.
Alexander
had on him
personally,
began his
talk by ask-
ing the
p e o p l e
present to
raise their
hands if
they had
never met
or even
seen Fr.
Alexander
Schmemann. To the surprise of
His Grace, as well as several in
the audience, more than half
raised their hands. 

To illustrate the late Dean’s
pastoral gifts, Bishop Basil told
the story of his first day at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary, when he
first spoke with Fr. Alexander. He
recalled a bustle of activity in the
Main Building (now the Ger-
mack Building) as the seminary
prepared for the arrival of the
relics of the newly canonised St.
Herman. He saw Fr. Alexander
running down the hall and then
come to a full stop to warmly
welcome this new seminarian.
His Grace said, “He was truly
gifted as a pastor, as a liturgist,
and as a theologian.”

A highlight of His Grace’s
presentation was the viewing of
an episode of the old CBS news
program For Our Times about
Fr. Alexander Schmemann enti-
tled “The Spirit of St. Vladimir’s.”
The video included snippets of

Dedicated educa-
tors like Principal

Marie Chahine use
creative, and often
surprising, strate-

gies to improve the
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Lebanon’s crum-

bling public
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dox Christian Char-
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him preaching as well as speak-
ing to the camera. There were
many liturgical scenes, including
the blessing of the waters at
Theophany, and it captured sig-
nificant moments in the Semi-
nary’s history, including the
consecration of the Three Hier-
archs Chapel and Fr. Alexander’s
funeral. 

Second-year student Vijay
Thomas spoke for many when he
said later, “Seeing this video
about Fr. Alexander makes me
proud to be a student at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary.”

With a catch in his voice,
Bishop Basil concluded his talk
saying, “I owe a debt of gratitude
to Matushka Juliana and the

Schmemann family for sharing
Fr. Alexander with us. Thank
you.”

These talks can be heard on
Ancient Faith Radio at www.an-
cientfaithradio.org in the coming
weeks; a photo gallery of the
event is available at
www.svots.edu.

Parish Life Conference in Montreal
Save the date! June 26-29, 2008

Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada & Upstate New York

Join St. Mary Church during four days of caring, discovering and growing in faith.

St. Mary Church • www.alsayde.com • 514-858-7004 • email: 2008plc@gmail.com

Host Hotel: Sheraton Laval • 1-800-667-2440

Reserve before May 20 and get the group rate

http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=0803

Host Hotel is 
The Embassy Suites

1-800-362-2779
(across from the Town 

Center Mall 
and St. George Cathedral)

St. George Orthodox 
Cathedral

Charleston, West Virginia
304-346-0106

www.stgeorgecharleston.org

SAVE THE DATE!
JULY 2-6, 2008

Join the 
parish of 

St. George Cathedral in 
Charleston, 

West Virginia 
as we 

celebrate 
our first 

Parish Life 
Conference 

as a 
Cathedral!
Eastern 
Dioceses 

Parish Life Conference 

Hosted by: 
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
P.O. Box 6265 Grand Rapids, MI, 49506
phone: 616-454-7558
fax: 616-454-8174
http://www.stgeorgegr.com

Antiochian Orthodox Diocese
of Toledo and the Midwest Conference

June 25th - June 29th, 2008

Amway Grand Plaza
Reservations: 800-253-3590

Room rates are $107 per night



Dear Fr. John,
Your Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP,

Following the meeting of the Board of Trustees of
our Archdiocese, I am writing to you to express our
sincere thanks and gratitude to you and your Arch-
diocese, for the assistance you have provided to our
Archdiocese over the years and most recently in the
support of our students studying abroad and our
new mission in the Philippines.

The future of our Archdiocese is so dependent on
our youth and their education and your support has
made this possible. Our new mission in the Philip-
pines is a huge and very exciting challenge to our
Archbishop  Metropolitan Paul and the Archdiocese.
There are currently 31 parishes wishing to become
part of our Archdiocese and we thank you for your
 assistance in making this possible. We have been
truly blessed with the growth of our Archdiocese
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

May the Holy Spirit guide and bless you always.
Richard Melki

Hon. Secretary,
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese 

of Australia and New Zealand
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The People Speak …

Even young children enjoy The WORD! Diego Monge,
St. Peter the Apostle Church, San Dimas, CA is about
to offer his feedback.
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Yes, I want more information about The
Order

Name: ___________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________
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E-mail: ______________________________________________
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Help support the married men who are studying to 
shepherd our souls.  Help reduce the stress factor for a
seminarian and his spouse as they prepare to serve the

Lord while supporting a family.  The Order contributes
$1,500 per year to married seminarians to ease their ex-

penses.  For as little as $1.36 per day you can join the
thousands of Orthodox Christians who support 

The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.  To learn 
more, call 201-871-1355 or  or email: 

theorder@antiochian.org or return this slip to:
The Order 

358 Mountain Road
Englewood, NJ 07631

They dedicate their lives 
in service to us in the Name of the Lord.

Help support them
Join The Order.


