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editor’s letter

Would you like to be a prophet?

A prophet is one who speaks for God. Because 
of the Resurrection, because we are Christians, 
because in our baptisms we put on Christ, we are 
already prophets. It is our vocation as Christians 
to incarnate the Divine Logos, the Word of God. 
It is our sacred duty to reclaim the space we live 
in and to reveal God to the world. It is our life to 
witness to the good news and share it with all of 
God’s creation. It is our life to speak Truth and 
witness to God in His world. It is our job to speak 
to the world, revealing what God teaches, wants, 
and is.

So our fi rst task is to see how to live as proph-
ets in this time and place, perhaps without so 
aggravating the authorities that they lock us up. 
Christ’s Resurrection has brought us from being 
a religion of laws to being a people of philanthro-
py. He has brought us from being people worried 
about governing ourselves to being a priesthood 
that cares for others and brings mankind to God 
and God to mankind. He has delivered us from 
a place of bondage to a freedom to proclaim the 
empty tomb and share in His own Joy. Our task 
is to put fl esh on His words and to bring God to 
penetrate our cultures and countries.

For our method, see Christ’s own example. 
Jesus said, “I can do nothing on my own author-
ity; as I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, 
because I seek not my own will but the will of 
Him who sent me” (John 5:30). If we are to speak 
for God, we need to put our own egos aside and 
do God’s will. We need to detach from all that is 
unholy and speak the Truth God has revealed to 
us, and to do so with the joy and love that comes 
from being united with Him. We need to put away 
our pleasure-seeking and hedonistic ways and 
enjoy the love and peace that are from God. We 
need to allow the Spirit of God, who was sealed 
in us at baptism, to shine forth. We need to pay 
attention to where God is leading us, and by sub-
mitting fi rst to Him, call out to all the nations as 
did all the prophets of old.

Many of the crises in the industrialized world 
today come from an abandonment of God and an 

emphasis on 
self. Without 
God, pleasure 
is all that there 
is to seek and 
follow. It is no 
wonder that a 
post-Christian 
society would 
seek to rede-
fi ne what is 
meant by hu-
manity, fam-
ily, right or 
wrong. Our 
Orthodox un-
ders tanding 
of all these 
things comes 
from God’s 
revelation. It 
is in our rela-
tionship with 
God that we 
fi nd meaning, 
and it is in His relationship with us that He has 
revealed all that we know to be good and true.

Our authority to be prophets comes from 
Christ. He has called us to Himself and empowers 
us to act as stewards. He has sent the Spirit to 
lead His church and has empowered us to act in 
His name. Acting in His name means discovering 
Him, living in Him, and following Him. We are 
not leading; rather, we follow Christ. In following 
Christ we are able to offer a prophetic voice.

Christ is Risen! With this prophetic proclama-
tion we greet each other and witness to the world. 
We proclaim God to be Lord and we submit to His 
authority. It is of this Risen Lord that we speak in 
prophetic voice and in this voice that we witness, 
teach, love and serve. It is He who empowers us, 
leads us and keeps us.

Christ is Risen!

Bishop JOHN
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What lan•guage is this?

The first couple of times I invited some of my 
Protestant friends and family, the service was 
not entirely in English – a little Greek or Arabic 
was explainable and acceptable. When a real live 
bishop was coming to visit, I broke out the first-
century letters from St. Ignatius and boasted about 
how the mystical and true Church manifests itself 
in a special way when the bishop is present. Some 
of my seeker friends were excited about this and 
decided to come and visit.

Of course, the bishop chose to chant almost 
the entire service in Arabic. I was defeated. I was 
experiencing a real, incarnational relationship 
with God and yet could not explain to others why 
whole parts of the Divine Liturgy were in a differ-
ent language. I wanted Orthodoxy to be the faith 
tradition for them, where they could find meaning, 
healing and encounter God in a real “come-and-
see-for-yourself” way. Which language was spoken 
became a real issue for me as it does for most Prot-
estant seekers and seasoned converts.

I felt like such an American elitist when I de-
manded the services be entirely in English from 
my priest. I told him I knew I needed to embrace 
Orthodox spirituality and worship but could not, 
would not, if I had to learn Arabic, Russian or 

Greek. I’m an American, 
for God’s sake; why do I 
need to learn a new lan-
guage? I realized that I was 
still suffering from a spiri-
tual “head injury” of pride.

I had invited some of my 
siblings to come to a Christ-
mas Eve service. My broth-
ers and sisters are quite a 
bit younger than me, and for 

the most part are products of a mixed Pentecos-
tal/Baptist Christian tradition. Most of them were 
working through their own “unlearning” of God, 
but had not taken their faith seriously since they 
left the practices and faith communities of their 
own childhood.

They knew I had moved to a different church 
and suspected that it was a totally different reli-
gion. So what better way to show them original 
Christianity than to invite them to an Orthodox 
service before a Christmas family party? I mean 
Christmas is about the birth of Jesus and who He 
is and why He was born – to save us. I thought 
that, if I could start with that fundamental truth, 
this would serve as a foundation for other conver-
sations with them.

We met at my house before the service because 
I wanted to prepare them, pre-proselytize them, if 
you will. I had an arsenal of articles, magic Gil-
lquist pamphlets and timelines of church history. I 
talked for an hour. I was eloquent. I was smooth. I 
was channeling St. John Chrysostom.1

This turned out to be a horrible idea, grossly 
misjudged by me. I anticipated some of the normal 
questions about “high church” liturgics, chanting, 
and icons, and why St. George is slaying a dino-
saur like a character from Dungeons and Dragons. 
I even tackled the “venerational” kissing of icons 
as not idolatrous. I told them it’s like kissing a pic-
ture of Grandma who had Jesus in her heart and 
thereby reverencing the work of the Holy Spirit, 
not worshipping Kodak. I could tell I was speak-
ing a foreign language to them and they suspected 
spiritual trickery of me.

We caravanned to the service. I knew my broth-
er did not want to go to my church because he did 

not listen to my pre-emptive lecture trying desper-
ately to translate Orthodoxy into his world. But he 
was forced to attend due to family pressure. We all 
stood in the back pew of the darkened nave and my 
brother sat down after one psalm was read, put his 
hat on and pulled it down low over his eyes. He had 
checked out seven minutes into the service. The 
rest of my siblings were wide-eyed, confused and 
feeling self-conscious that they were under-dressed.

An older gentleman from our parish made his 
way over to us from the very front and asked my 
brother to take off his hat. This experience was so 
horrible for me, I went inside my head and silently 
recited “Lord have mercy” over and over as fast as 
I could to get away from my embarrassment.

My brother did take off his hat but did not stand 
up. He folded his arms with verve and his stubborn-
ness set in. I knew he would endure this  Orthodox 
service once but never again. I recognized this in-
ner passive revolt because we have the same spiri-
tual “head injuries.” I also knew it was hopeless to 
try and fix this but I leaned down to him anyway 
and half apologizing and half wanting to punch him 
in the neck for acting like a jerk, asked, “So pretty 
different, hey? What do you think so far?”

He looked up at me and asked, “What language 
is this?” I couldn’t help but laugh and answered, 
“Um, it’s English. The whole thing has been in 
English so far.” He rolled his eyes and waited the 
service out. There was “no room at the inn” for 
my brother, and I’m pretty sure he wouldn’t have 
stayed at Hotel Orthodoxy if a room was offered. 
He has never been back and we have not discussed 
Orthodoxy or God since.

We had a priest who was born in Syria. 
He spoke English very well, with a slight 
accent but definitely bi-lingual, and 
probably still dreamt in Arabic. Our 
family loved him even though his stay 
was brief at our parish. Sometimes 
during the Divine Liturgy he would 
read the priestly prayers in Arabic. 
These prayers are supposed to be 
silent, according to the red 
service book in the pew, 
but most priests say them 
quietly. It’s a fun “cultural” 
experience to try and fol-
low along as Arabic 
is being read by 

the priest right to left and in the book it’s written 
left to right in English. However, on this particular 
Sunday morning, it was more than just the silent 
prayers of the priest; he was going off in Arabic, 
almost the whole service. My wife could tell bees 
were buzzing around my head during the service 
about this issue.

Soon after joining this ancient and sacred tra-
dition of worship I was able to formulate my own 
sinful nit-pickings. It happens to everyone. We all 
have those molehills of which we make mountains 
from time to time. Arabic dominating the services 
was mine. I was in desperate need of healing and 
my whole inner life revolved around learning Or-
thodox worship, not language lessons. Over half 
way through the Divine Liturgy our priest was 
still not using English. I leaned forward and asked 
a woman in front of us, of Palestinian descent, 
“What is he saying?”

This was very bad of me. I knew there was no 
good to come from asking this. As an immigrant 
she didn’t catch the frustrated American sarcasm of 
my spiritual head injuries coming out – thank God. 
But my wife knew full well where my heart was and 
I could feel her stare in the back of my head.

The woman, leaned back and said, “I don’t 
know. I can’t understand his accent.” I laughed 
through my nose and leaned back. My wife looked 
at me with eyes that said, “I had crossed the line.” I 
whispered to her, “Even she doesn’t know what the 
heck language this is.” Her eyes steeled and she re-
plied, “You’ve got a problem and you should watch 
your own language before you critique the priest.”

Afterward, I spoke to the priest 
about his “over-use” of Arabic 
in the service. I told him I come 

here to worship and Arabic 
is a problem for me. I don’t 

know what you are saying 
up there. I could tell he 
sensed a spiritual head in-

jury in my tone.
“Habibi, (loved one in 

Arabic) was God praised 
and glorified today, even 
if you didn’t know the 

words?” he asked. He 
smiled at me without an-

other word of cor-
rection need-
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Part of unlearning the conception of God that I had picked up in my fundamentalist Protestant 
upbringing has been to figure out how to talk about the understanding of God in the Orthodox 
Church, her different spirituality, and sometimes the ethnocentric life within her. How could I de-
scribe what I was experiencing and then tell others, without shredding the spirituality of people 
from my past? I thought that, rather than try to explain everything, perhaps I should invite them to 
come and see for themselves. It worked for me.

In this excerpt from 
his memoir, Unlearn-
ing God, R. Leo Olson 
describes his conver-

sion to Orthodoxy 
from a Protestant 

fundamentalism as 
a process of healing 

from “spiritual head 
injuries” and un-

learning a problem-
atic understanding 

of God.

“Habibi, (loved one 
in Arabic) was God 
praised and glori-
fied today, even if 
you didn’t know the 
words?” he asked. 
He smiled at me 
without another 
word of correction 
needed.



Danish: Kristus er opstanden!Kristus er opstanden!
Dutch: Christus is opgestaan! Ja, hij is waarlijk opgestaan!
Eritrean-Tigre: Christos tensiou!Bahake tensiou!
Esperanto: Kristo levigis! Vere levigis!
Estonian: Kristus on oolestoosunt!Toayestee on oolestoosunt!
Ethiopian: Christos t’ensah em’ muhtan!Exai’ ab-her eokala!
Finnish: Kristus nousi kuolleista!Totistesti nousi!
French: Le Christ est réssuscité! En verite il est réssuscité!
Gaelic: Kriost eirgim! Eirgim!
Georgian: Kriste ahzdkhah!Chezdmaridet!
German: Christus ist erstanden! Er ist wahrhaftig erstanden!
Greek: Christos anesti! Alithos anesti!
Hawaiian: Ua ala hou `o Kristo! Ua ala `I `o no `oia!
Hebrew: Ha Masheeha houh kam! A ken kam! (or Be emet quam!)
Icelandic: Kristur er upprisinn! Hann er vissulega upprisinn!
Indonesian: Kristus telah bangkit!Benar dia telah bangkit!
Italian: Cristo e’ risorto! Veramente e’ risorto!
Japanese: Harisutosu siochatsu!Makoto-ni siochatsu!
Javanese: Kristus sampun wungu!Saesto panjene ganipun sampun wungu!
Korean: Kristo gesso! Buhar ha sho nay!
Latin: Christus resurrexit! Vere resurrexit!
Latvian: Kristus ir augsham sales!Teyasham ir augsham sales vinsch!
Lugandan: Kristo ajukkide! Amajim ajukkide!Malayalam
(Indian): Christu uyirthezhunnettu!Theerchayayum uyirthezhunnettu!
Nigerian: Jesu Kristi ebiliwo! Eziao’ biliwo!
Norwegian: Kristus er oppstanden! Han er sannelig oppstanden!
Polish: Khristus zmartvikstau!Zaiste zmartvikstau!
Portugese: Cristo ressuscitou! Em verdade ressuscitou!
Romanian: Hristos a inviat!Adevarat a inviat!
Russian: Khristos voskrese!Voistinu voskrese!
Sanskrit: Kristo’pastitaha! Satvam upastitaha!
Serbian: Cristos vaskres! Vaistinu vaskres!
Slovak: Kristus vstal zmr’tvych!Skutoc ne vstal!
Spanish: Cristos ha resucitado! En verdad ha resucitado!
Swahili: Kristo amefufukka! Kweli Amefufukka!
Swedish: Christus ar uppstanden!Han ar verkligen uppstanden!
Syriac: M’shee ho dkom! Ha koo qam!
Tlingit: Xristos Kuxwoo-digoot!Xegaa-kux Kuxwoo-digoot!
Turkish: Hristos diril-di! Hakikaten diril-di!
Ugandan: Kristo ajukkide! Kweli ajukkide!

I, I – and none of it mattered, because there was no 
love in my words, no gratefulness. He heard only 
clanging symbols on that Christmas Eve.

When I am truly grateful for the Lord’s gift of 
Orthodoxy, instead of demanding He tell me He 
loves me in English only, my cold Jonah-like heart 
warms. I begin to truly love other people and all 
their customs, values and even their languages. 
I begin to heal. Twenty-two words from Fr. John 
would have saved me years of frustration and aid-
ed my spiritual therapeutic needs; if only I would 
have had ears to hear then. I would rather say sev-
en true words of faith, hope and love in any lan-
guage than thousands of my own words that don’t 
mean anything in the end.

At Pascha (Easter), every patriarch, bishop and 
priest stands in front of the holy altar of God and 
proclaims to all, “Christ is risen!” – the only hope 
of healing for people with spiritual head injuries 
and salvation for humankind. The people from 
around the world shout back, “Truly He is risen!” 
And I am among them. What else is there to know, 
understand or believe?

Jesus Christ, love incarnate, conquered sin, 
death and Hades for all people, no matter where 
they were born or what language they spoke. It 
is with gratefulness that I stand every Pascha 
with Orthodox Christians worldwide and mysti-
cally with every Christian since the myrrh-bearing 
women at the tomb discovered it empty, and shout 
the greatest cosmic archetype mystery of faith, 
hope and love that the universe has ever heard: 

ed. I smiled back, full of inner shame that I let my 
spiritual head injuries lash out like that.

Flashback a few years when my wife and I 
wanted to visit every parish in town before choos-
ing one to join – that horrible predicament for con-
verts; we had to judge parishes by our own likes 
and dislikes. We had all but decided to join St. 
Nicholas, but there was one more parish in town 
we hadn’t visited. So we did.

Fr. John Estephan, may he rest in peace, was 
the priest. Fr. John was a highly educated man. He 
held two doctorates, one in the history of the Mid-
dle East and the other in anthropology. He was an 
ambassador to Lebanon from Mexico, spoke five 
different languages, of which English was his last 
and least fluent. He was a priest who had served 
our city for decades and when he fell asleep in the 
Lord a couple of years ago, the true fruits of his 
ministry were seen by all.

As I say, however, English was the last of his 
languages and he spoke with a thick accent. The 
Liturgy was great and the choir was grand. Ortho-
dox worship with its ancient ritual and minor toned 
chanting often transports everyone to a mystical 
manifestation of the Kingdom of God. I was rap-
tured in spiritual revelry. Then came the homily.

Fr. John walked slowly to the podium with many 
notes and started preaching in English for the 
most part. He would explain something in Arabic 
and then in English. It was like he was the speaker 
and translator for his own sermon. Towards the 
end of the sermon, he pounded his fist into the 
podium and said, “If you are not grateful – you are 
not Christian! How can you say you love someone 
and not be grateful to them.” 

That was all I needed to hear or understand 
from Fr. John Estephan. We did not choose St. 
George as a parish because of the “language issue” 
on our horrible parish evaluation list of “likes and 
dislikes.” To this day, however, many years later, I 
have not forgotten the simple truth of those twen-
ty-two words from Fr. John. 

St. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13 – the “love 
chapter” quoted in almost every marriage cer-
emony – “Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, but have not love, I have become 
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthi-
ans 13:1). I was the one spiritually injured with the 
“language issue,” not Orthodoxy. Truth transcends 
language. Orthodox worship engages all the fac-

ulties and senses of a person: touch, taste, smell, 
feel, hearing, mind, and soul.

My spiritual head injuries deformed my idea 
of worship because it was hyper-cerebral and still 
self-centered. If I didn’t understand the language, 
then it was of no use to me. I demanded Orthodoxy 
conform to me and my American way of think-
ing, rather than let it transform me through the 
universal language of God – love. I had become a 
‘clanging symbol’ to those around me by proudly 
demanding English-only.

The shining light of truth and the healing spiri-
tual medicine of love, known in Orthodoxy, made 
its way to the “land of the free and the home of the 
brave” not by religious crusade or a movement of 
rational enlightenment, but by way of immigrants. 
Many risked their own lives and forsook all they 
owned, their loved ones, and all they knew about 
life to come here to America. They brought with 
them the most ancient expression of Christianity 
and worshipped in spirit and in truth the only way 
they knew how and in the language they spoke. 
Who was I to demand the terms and conditions of 
God’s blessings of Orthodox worship? I had a Jonah 
complex and that didn’t work out so well for Jonah 
when he didn’t agree with God about the Ninevites.2

I don’t know how many times I’ve said, “I wish 
I knew another language?” Well, I can sample Ara-
bic and Greek and Russian anytime I want. And, 
unlike my years of studying swear words in French 
and Spanish classes, I get to learn the very best 
words in those languages and sing “Lord have 
mercy” or shout “Christ is risen!” at Easter in mul-
tiple languages. To learn the words of praise to our 
Lord in another language is a great privilege. I am 
grateful for different languages now. Healing from 
spiritual head injuries requires the closing of a my-
opic eye and an open-hearted, grateful embrace of 
someone else and sometimes an entire culture. Or-
thodoxy is here in America, but it is wrapped in a 
cultural wrapping paper like a Christmas present.

When I reflect on the language issue now, I re-
member when my brother didn’t even recognize 
English in that Christmas Eve service. I spoke so 
many words to him before he visited. I made bibli-
cal arguments about how the Church came before 
the Bible. I used hollow-point long-range bullets to 
shoot down praise bands and “pep rally” worship. 
I said this … Bang! I said that … Fire in the hole! I, 
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Ukranian: Khristos voskres!Voistinu voskres!
Welsh: Atgyfododd Crist!Atgyfododd in wir!
Yupik: Xristusaq Unguixtuq!Iluumun Ung-uixtuq!
Zulu: Ukristu uvukile! Uvukile kuphela!

R. Leo Olson
St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan

1   St. John Chrysostom (347-407 A.D.) was known for his eloquence in 
preaching and public speaking, and assembling the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. He was given the Greek epithet chrysostomos, 
meaning “golden-mouthed.”

2   Jonah was the reluctant prophet of God. He did not want to share 
God’s message with a foreign people. After being swallowed by a fish 
and vomited on a beach, he angrily preached God’s message then went 
on a hill to watch the Ninevites burn. They repented. Jonah was con-
sumed with anger at God’s mercy on a foreign people. He was even 
annoyed with God about the plant that shaded him, but then died, no 
longer providing him shade while he hoped for Nineveh’s destruction 
(Jonah 4).

English:

What Language Is This?

Albanian: Krishti U Ngjall! Vertet U Ngjall!
Aleut: Khristus anahgrecum!Alhecum anahgrecum!
Alutuq: Khris-tusaq ung-uixtuq! Pijiinuq ung-uixtuq!
Amharic: Kristos tenestwal! Bergit tenestwal!
Anglo-Saxon: Crist aras! Crist sodhlice aras!
Arabic: L’Messieh kahm! Hakken kahm!
Armenian: Kristos haryav ee merelotz!Orhnial eh  
harootyunuh kristosee!
Aroman: Hristolu unghia! Daleehira unghia!
Athabascan: Xristosi banuytashtch’ey!Gheli banuytashtch’ey!
Bulgarian: Hristos voskrese! Vo istina voskrese!
Byelorussian: Khristos uvoskros!Zaprowdu uvoskros!
Chinese: Helisituosi fuhuole!Queshi fuhuole!
(Cantonese): Gaydolk folkwoot leew! Ta koksut folkwoot leew!
(Mandarin): Ji-du fu-huo-le!Zhen-de Ta fu-huo-le!
Coptic: Pi-ekhristos Aftonf! Khen oomethmi Aftonf!
Czech: Kristus vstal a mrtvych!Opravdi vstoupil!

CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN!
CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN!



What I mean by mystery is that you very quickly 
reach a point in thinking about persons, or evil, or 
love, when you realize that your thinking cannot 
continue because of the nature of the subject it-
self. Love is such a mystery. A young woman asks a 
young man, “Why do you love me?” If he answers, 
“Because you make a great lasagna,” or tells her 
that she has great physical characteristics – and 
he isn’t joking – he’s in trouble. If he tells her he 
loves her because she is a virtuous woman – kind, 
loving, loyal, generous, sweet, forgiving, patient, 
or any other virtue you can think of, he’s on bet-
ter ground. Still, is that enough? There are other 
women out there who are kind, loving, loyal, gen-
erous, sweet, forgiving and patient, so why this 
one? What if he finds someone who is better in 
all these qualities? Would he love her more than 
this one? After you give all the possible reasons 
for loving this other person, there is an irreducible 
uniqueness about this person, and love similarly 
is not reducible to the appreciation of someone’s 
qualities, or the benefit that another person brings 
to you. The young man is on safe ground to say, 
“I don’t know why, but I love you.” (As a practical 
matter, it probably doesn’t hurt to mention those 
virtues, either.) If the young woman persists in 
her question, he can always quote the philosopher 
Blaise Pascal: “The heart has its reasons of which 
reason knows nothing.”

There is a great saying about how we treat one 
another that points to the mystery of love: “To re-
turn good for good is human. To return evil for 
good is demonic. To return good for evil is divine.” 
God returns good for our evil; he treats us well 
when we treat Him badly. As St. Paul says, “For one 
will hardly die for a righteous man; though per-
haps for the good man someone would dare even 
to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward 
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Romans 5:7–8). Why should God do this? 
He needs nothing. He created the world out of his 
own good pleasure; He was under no necessity to 
do so. He wasn’t lonely and He didn’t need us. Yet 
He created the world, and all the people in it. Now 
we have made a mess of things, and continue to do 
so. God doesn’t have to fix it. He is not driven by 
some inner necessity to love us. Nor is there any-
thing in us that He finds particularly charming or 
virtuous, that somehow overcomes what we might 

imagine to be His disinterest in us or His unhappi-
ness with us. Our virtues are only possible because 
they are His gift, and when we possess them they 
are still a shadow of His goodness.

In our experience of one another, acting with-
out a reason is often thought to be arbitrariness, 
caprice, willfulness. We should not think of God as 
loving us arbitrarily or capriciously, as a sheer act 
of will because He has a very high expectation of 
Himself, or any other such misconception. Nor is 
God’s action simply like play, which is also a kind 
of action without reason: when we think of play, 
or dancing (for example, the popular song, “I am 
the Lord of the dance,”) we somehow make trivial 
what is sublimely important. So we have reached 
the end of our thinking: God loves us because He 
loves us. As the human lover says, “I don’t know 
why, but I love you.” 

As with love, so with persons. Another person 
is a mystery to you: as much as you may know 
him, he can surprise you, you can find that there 
are motivations or notions running through his 
mind that you had no idea were there. This is true 
about evil in the human heart, obviously: Jeremiah 
writes, “The heart is more deceitful than all else 
and is desperately sick; Who can understand it?” 
(17:8-10). St. Paul says, “For what I am doing, I 
do not understand; for I am not practicing what I 
would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I 
hate” (Romans 7:15). Even apart from evil, how-
ever, another person is an irreducible mystery. No 
one is simply a stream of consciousness, a collec-
tion of ways of behaving, a set of traits inherited 
from one or both parents, or the product of an 
environment. This uniqueness is apparent in our 
dreaming: while many people have similar dreams 
at different points, most often their dreams are 
so strange a combination of things that they are 
unlike those of anyone else. Everyone, too, has a 
unique history.

Evil, like love and the person, is a mystery. 
When Christians defend their belief in God in light 
of great evils, they assert three things. They say, 
God is good; God is omnipotent; and evil is real. 
Then they usually qualify each of these statements. 
They say, God is good, but His goodness is not like 
our goodness; God is omnipotent, but He limits 
His power to allow His creatures to be truly free; 
and evil is real, but it is not real in the way that 
God is real. People often comment on how real 
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That, however, is not the kind of mystery I mean.
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tegrates the person and makes one inconsistent, 
easily influenced by external forces, more and 
more one of the herd, like an animal – think of 
the fictional half-alive zombies in popular culture. 
(Read C. S. Lewis’s The Great Divorce, or his sci-
ence fiction novel Voyage to Venus, in which the 
scientist Weston seems, over time, to disintegrate 
as a person before our eyes and become a jumble 
of cowardly and nasty reflexes.) Another thing we 
learn from these notions of good natures and evil: 
there is no nature that does not have some good in 
it, inasmuch as it is. Therefore, there is no such 
thing as “pure evil,” a nature that is entirely evil.

“Nothing,” then, is ambiguous: it seems both to 
be the absence of anything, and to be something 
with power. Consider demons. (Demons might be 
the best candidates for the title, “pure evil.”) In the 
Bible, they appear in connection with idols, and 
with the question of whether an idol is nothing or 
something real. In contrast to God, the Creator 
of the universe, idols are worthless nothings, in-
animate objects created by men (see, for example, 
Isaiah 40:18-20). St. Paul writes the Corinthians 
on a pastoral question, “So then, about eating 
food sacrificed to idols: We know that ‘An idol is 
nothing at all in the world’ and that ‘There is no 
God but one.’ For even if there are so-called gods, 
whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are 
many ‘gods’ and many ‘lords’), yet for us there 
is but one God, the Father, from whom all things 
came and for whom we live; and there is but one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came 
and through whom we live (I Corinthian 8:4-6). 
“Do I mean then that food sacrificed to an idol is 
anything, or that an idol is anything? No, but the 
sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not 
to God, and I do not want you to be participants 
with demons” (I Corinithians 10:19-20). So idols, 
or the gods represented by them, are empty noth-
ings, but at the same time, the worship of an idol 
is the worship of a something, a demon. The wor-
ship gives this “nothing” power over the worshiper.

Rather than thinking of demons as persons, we 
might do better to think of them as sub-personal, 
lacking being or reality in themselves, and para-
sitic of something real. Whether we think of de-
mons as entities distinct from the individual (like 
the ones that fled the Gadarene demoniacs for the 
swine, in Matthew 8:28ff.), or metaphorically (“he 
was wrestling with his demons,” as we might read 

in the newspaper), we can think of them as com-
pulsive, pointless, destructive and self-destructive, 
and finally irrational and absurd.

So there is this mystery about evil: it is real, but 
how? It does not seem to be real in the way that 
the things of this world are real. It seems to be 
“nothing,” but a “no-thing” with destructive power.

The Lord of all addresses this mystery of evil, 
not with an explanation, but with his power. A 
common myth among other nations was that the 
world was created in an original conflict or bat-
tle between two powers. One power was good; 
the other was evil, and associated with disorder 
and unformed matter. If we look more closely at 
the Bible, we discover that it refers to this alien 
view of evil in its first verses. “In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 
was formless and void (waste and emptiness), and 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the 
waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light . . .’” 
(Genesis 1:1-3). The Hebrew word for “deep” here 
is tehom, and this word is related to the name of 
a dragon-figure called Tiamat in a creation-myth 
called the Enuma Elish. In this story, a demi-god 
goes to war on behalf of other demi-gods against 
a ruling female dragon, a chaos-monster, associ-
ated with the sea. He fires his arrows (lightning) 
down her throat, piercing her inner organs, and 
she dies. He takes his sword and cuts her from the 
throat to the groin. He throws up one half of her 
split body, which becomes the sky, while the other 
half becomes the earth. We hear allusions in Gen-
esis to this story not just in the term the deep, but 
in the reference to “the waters,” and to formless-
ness and the void, that is, to chaos. (The notion 
of an evil chaos-monster or dragon has recurring 
appeal; in the popular children’s film of 1984, The 
Never Ending Story, we are told that “The Noth-
ing” is a “void of darkness that consumes every-
thing.” Oddly, the dragon in the film is a friend of 
the protagonist.)

Several early Church Fathers assumed that God 
created the world from “the waters” or a pre-exis-
tent matter, but by the fourth century the Fathers 
insisted that God created ex nihilo, that is, out of 
absolutely nothing, whether all at once, or in two 
stages (first the creation of “the waters,” or matter, 
then the ordering of the world). In any case, the 
writer of Genesis was making a particular point: 

evil is after a particularly horrifying example of 
it has touched them – a suicidal mass killing, for 
example. And of course, people in the middle of 

grief find it very hard to hear, without anger, words 
of comfort that minimize the reality of the evil that 
has touched them. Religious language at these 
points can seem like it belongs in another world, 
not the world we live in.

We can see how mysterious evil is if we look 
at an early attempt to answer the question, Where 

did evil come from? The question is an excellent 
one, and it ties together the two statements 

about God’s power and the reality of 
evil: God limits His omnipotence 

for our freedom, and evil is not 
real the way He is real. God 
created a good world, so, if He 
did not create evil, where did 
it come from? Is it truly some-

thing with the same reality as 
the sun and the moon, or you and 

your friends?
The obvious answer to the question, 

Where did evil come from? is that it came from the 
disobedience of Adam and Eve. They had been told 
not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, yet they ate, and death entered the world. God 
limited his power, and let them choose between 
right and wrong, and they chose the wrong. Yet it 

also says that they ate, being tempted by the 
serpent. So was the serpent evil by na-

ture? That cannot be, if God created 
it, for God does not do or make 
evil. The story in Genesis does not 
pursue this question about the ser-
pent, but it points to an even bigger 

cosmic stage, on which we see God 
and the angels. Bishop Augustine of 

Hippo, in his monumental City of God, 
asks the question, Why did the fallen angels 

fall? Think about it: the angels, these marvelous 
beings created by God, behold God, Being Itself, 
and worship Him, and have no reason to turn away 
from Him. Why should they? Augustine compares 
this to two men, looking at the same beautiful 
woman, the one being drawn into illicit desire and 
the other not.

Shall we say of the successfully tempted 
man that he corrupted his own will, since 

he was certainly good before his will be-
came bad? Then, why did he do so? Was it 
because his will was a nature, or because it 
was made of nothing? We shall find that 
the latter is the case. For if a [good] nature 
is the cause of an evil will, what else can we 
say than that evil arises from good or that 
good is the cause of evil? How can it come 
to pass that a nature, good though mutable, 
should produce any evil – that is to say, 
should make the will itself wicked? (City of 
God, Book XII, Chapter 6).

A good nature does not produce an evil will, 
Blessed Augustine says: “The evil choice takes its 
origin not from the fact that the man is a natural 
being, but from the fact that his natural being is 
created from nothing.” This is true of the angels, 
too, he says. There is no “efficient” or “essential” 
cause of evil, but rather a “deficient cause,” which 
really just means we don’t have a clue. He says 
that trying to answer the question of why the will 
of the fallen angels went bad is like trying to hear 
silence, or to see darkness (City of God, Book XII, 
Chapter 7). The more we think, the more the mys-
tery deepens.

This way of thinking about being and nothing 
is strange: if “nothing” is just the absence of any-
thing, how could it affect the angels? For Augus-
tine (and for C.S. Lewis and for many theologians 
influenced by the philosopher Plato and his stu-
dents), there is a hierarchy of being, from God, 
who is unchangeable Being Itself, down through 
changeable entities – angels, human beings, ani-
mals and plants – to the unformed matter, which 
is on the border of being, so to speak. In this way 
of thinking, everything that has been created has 
been created good, but the higher or lower you go 
on this hierarchy, the more or less you are real, 
that is, unchangeable or changeable. If God 
shares His very Life with us, “Nothing” seems to 
be a kind of “no-thing,” with a power to negate.

This can be a helpful way to think, theologi-
cally. Consider divinization, or theosis: this shar-
ing more and more in the divine nature is becom-
ing more “being-ful,” more real as a human being, 
more alive, more integrated as a person, more 
unchangeable in the sense of self-consistent, 
more authentically and fully yourself, who you 
were meant to be. Sin, on the other hand, disin-
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he knew the creation-battle myth, but the one and 
only God does not create the world like that. The 
true God does not struggle. He just speaks like a 
king, and it is done: “Then God said, ‘Let there be 
light’; and there was light” (Genesis 1:3). There 
is no matter or principle which exists eternally 
beside him. There is no battle in creation. This 
absolute transcendence of God over everything is 
underlined in the baptismal liturgy, with its echoes 
of Genesis:

For by Your Will have You out of noth-
ingness brought all things into being and 
by Your power sustain all creation and by 
Your Providence direct the world. You from 
the four elements have formed creation and 
have crowned the cycle of the year with 
the four seasons; all the spiritual powers 
tremble before You; the sun praises You; the 
moon glorifies You; the stars in their cours-
es meet with You; the Light hearkens unto 
You; the depths shudder at Your presence; 
the springs of water serve You; You have 
stretched out the Heavens as a curtain; You 
have founded the earth upon the waters; 
You have bounded the sea with sand . . . .

Our Lord, who is above creation and history, 
does battle against his adversary in history on the 
Day of Judgment: “In that day the Lord will punish 
Leviathan the fleeing serpent,/ With His fierce and 
great and mighty sword,/ Even Leviathan the twist-
ed serpent;/ And He will kill the dragon who lives 
in the sea” (Isaiah 27:1; cf. Revelation 12, 13, 20). 
Leviathan, (a version of Tiamat, the chaos-mon-
ster), is associated with the sea, and God triumphs 
over evil in Christ’s baptism, and ours: “You hal-
lowed the streams of Jordan, sending down from 
the Heavens Your Holy Spirit, and crushed the 
heads of dragons that lurked therein” (The Ser-
vice of Holy Baptism). At the end of our history, 
when He re-creates the world, the Devil has been 
destroyed and the sea disappears: “Then I saw a 
new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth passed away, and there is no 
longer any sea” (Revelation 21:1).

Cosmic evil is an intellectual challenge, leading 
us to admit that our thinking has its limits. We af-
firm that, somehow, evil is real; it is not an illusion. 
At the same time, we know that it is not real as 
God is real, nor even as we ourselves are real, and 

someday it will be entirely gone. Besides this intel-
lectual challenge, of course, there is the mystery 
of the evil we have to deal with close at home: sin. 
We return to St. Paul’s observation, quoted above: 

For what I am doing, I do not under-
stand; for I am not practicing what I would 
like to do, but I am doing the very thing I 
hate. . . . I find then the principle that evil 
is present in me, the one who wants to do 
good. For I joyfully concur with the law of 
God in the inner man, but I see a different 
law in the members of my body, waging 
war against the law of my mind and mak-
ing me a prisoner of the law of sin which is 
in my members. Wretched man that I am! 
Who will set me free from the body of this 
death?” (Romans 7:15, 21-24).

Sin in ourselves, like evil in general, is mystify-
ing, but our chief need is not an intellectual an-
swer. We need to be set free. St. Paul has no grand 
theory, no intellectual program, no aphorism 
that explains everything. Just as God creates the 
world not by engaging in a fight, but by speaking 
the Word, so He startles us and saves us by do-
ing something beyond anything we could conceive 
heretofore – “trampling down death by death,” 
and raising Christ from the dead. After all he has 
said about this mystery of sin, “Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” says St. Paul in the 
next verse. We may struggle (“So then, on the one 
hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of 
God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin,” 
Romans 7:25), but the same Spirit Who raised Je-
sus from the dead is at work in us.

This is a bright Mystery, in contrast to the dark 
mystery of evil. Are you tired of thinking about evil? 
Do you find your mind turns naturally to the evils 
that, at times, seem to surround us? Sometimes we 
can be depressed by these things. Without denying 
the reality of these evils, and doing what we can to 
make things better, we are called not to think too 
much about them, but to turn our minds to other 
things: “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatev-
er is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if 
there is any excellence and if anything worthy of 
praise, dwell on these things” (Philippians 4:8).

Chris Humphrey
St. George Cathedral, Oakland (Pittsburgh)
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A particular web-
site has recent-
ly become quite 
pop u lar. Entitled 
“Pinterest,” this 
site allows indi-
viduals to “pin” in-
teresting images, 
articles, and vid-
eos onto a virtual 
bulletin board to 
share with oth-
ers. Not long ago, 
while I probably 
should have been 

writing an essay or translating something into 
French, I came across an interesting post. The im-
age portrayed a simple ice cream cone, with the 
caption, “You can’t buy happiness, but you can 
buy ice cream. And that’s kind of the same thing.” 
Well, it’s nice to know we can all relax. Turns out 
happiness can be reduced to milk, cream, and 
sugar – we can even pick our own flavors!

In reality, this idea seems innocent enough. 
As a child, I remember being told to think of 
something “happy” if I ever had bad dreams; sure 
enough, my late-night thoughts often centered 
around teddy bears, balloons, and, of course, ice 
cream. Since that first post on Pinterest, I’ve seen 
others like it – encouraging individuals to invest 
their happiness in cupcakes, bicycles, organic 
produce, tea, wine, and books. It would seem that 
happiness can be found in anything. Or perhaps, 
happiness can be found in everything.

St. John of Damascus calls the Bible a garden 
– “delightful, beautiful.” I’ve learned that gardens 
often symbolize the youth and growth of an in-
dividual and that Carl Jung, in Psychology and 
Alchemy, refers to the garden as a symbol of the 
unconscious mind – a place where ideas can be 
planted and pruned. For these definitions, does 
the Bible not apply? Historically, everything be-
gan in the Garden, even humanity – planted and 
pruned in God’s perfection. And, as we know all 

too well, Adam and Eve were allowed to cultivate 
their own freshly sowed minds – free to consider 
each idea and reap whichever they chose.

From these examples, one might get the idea 
that, in the past, gardens haven’t really done us 
a favor. But perhaps we’ve been given another of 
God’s gifts – a new garden, or possibly the tools 
to cultivate our own gardens, our minds and spir-
its, to produce fruit.

Let’s look back at St. John’s verse: “The Bible 
is a scented garden, delightful, beautiful, it en-
chants our ears with birdsong in a sweet, divine, 
and spiritual harmony, it touches our heart, com-
forts us in sorrow, soothes us in a moment of an-
ger, and fills us with eternal joy.” Combining our 
literary analysis with St. John’s words, we can de-
duce that the garden is a beautiful place; a place 
for us to learn and grow, but also a place of com-
fort and hope. For me, this is the most beautiful 
thing about the Bible – that it can help me grow, 
but that, should I stumble, the Word of God will 
comfort me and set me on the right track.

For millennia, these same words have touched 
the lives and hearts of millions and that is both 
terrifying and completely amazing. The words, 
in Arabic, Greek, English, possibly even the 
Khoisan language of the Bushmen, have created 
an unbreakable bond, capable of surpassing both 
time and space, not to sound too cliché. A sort of 
fellowship is forged between all of humanity – a 
drive to live according to Christ.

But how do we know that we are living accord-
ing to His will? This is where the Word comes in. 
In Matthew 19:26, we are told that “with God all 
things are possible.” In the church, we have seen 
countless miracles – healings, transformations, 
resurrections – the kind of works that fiction writ-
ers can only dream about. And yet, they are not 
fiction. At Teen Bible Study a certain priest once 
told us about the most shocking book he’d ever 
read. He said it was full of drama, murder, sex, 
mystery, and conflict. Now, as you can imagine, 
a room full of teenage minds can come up with 
some pretty interesting ideas. But here we are, 

sitting around, absolutely dumb-founded. How 
did our priest find the literary version of Desper-
ate Housewives? I’m sure you’ve all been brain-
storming – what could this book possible be? The 
answer? The Bible.

Think about it, was he wrong? The Bible does 
contain all of those elements, and why? The Bible 
is an account of our interaction with God, both 
when we draw near Christ and when we fall away. 
Unfortunately, in our imperfection, there is no 
shortage of human transgression in the Bible, and 
it becomes sort of a reflection of human nature 
without God. We see the elements of a creature 
that over thousands of years essentially have not 
changed. We still murder, cheat, lie, and steal. We 
still war against our brothers; politics seem al-
ways to be corrupted; and, especially in our world 
today, there is no end to the lack of modesty. Yet 
another thing also remains the same – we still 
have hope. “The Bible . . . fills us with eternal joy” 
because of God’s eternal love. Through all of our 
error, God continues to see the best in us and has 
left us a guide, the Bible, to lead us in his design.

One of the funny things about words, even 
those that come from our Word, is that, with-
out meaning, they are nothing. To be significant, 
words must be defined and have purpose. The 
Bible is no different; without purpose, the words 
have no consequence. Someone once told me to 
“preach the Bible always, and, when necessary, 
use words.” I love this quote. It is completely true. 
The words are not what make the Bible special 
– it is the meaning, the interpretation, and the ac-
tion. I am so blessed to have so many exceptional 
role models in my life – individuals who embody 
this idea in so many ways. In tough situations, 
I can turn to my parents, my priests, my youth 
director, camp counselors, teachers, and friends. 
These people, without even knowing it, have set 
such good examples for me. I am so grateful, and 
I hope that I can follow them in living a good life.

God wants us to live well, to live right. We are 
told countless times that our “Lord God, [is] mer-
ciful and gracious” (Exodus 34:6). He gives us 
every tool to sow and reap our mental gardens, 
and should a weed come to choke the fruit, we 
have only to rip it out for God to dispose of it, 

to forget it, and instantly to forgive it. We may 
sin an infinite number of times, but God’s love, 
infinite in itself, continues to forgive and hope for 
us. Job’s words about our God, “I know that You 
can do everything, and that no purpose of Yours 
can be withheld from You” (Job 42:2), comfort 
us. God has a purpose for each of us and he will 
continue to weed and prune our gardens if only 
we let him in.

So what does this mean for us? We should 
act according to the Word; God will forgive and 
continue to teach us; but where do we go from 
here? I suggest investing in ice cream. No, seri-
ously. Ice cream may not be the embodiment of 
happiness, but why shouldn’t it be a catalyst? If 
buying a child an ice cream cone can make him 
or her smile, brighten that child’s day just a little, 
then haven’t you just invested in happiness? You 
may not believe me. Last Christmas one of my 
best friends and I were driving by Starbucks and 
decided to get some hot chocolate. On a whim, 
we paid for the car behind us. We waited to see if 
the lady behind us paid for the next car. And she 
did. We were so excited. That was honestly the 
best hot chocolate either of us had ever tasted. I 
went back later that evening and asked how many 
people continued our “pay-it-forward” chain – 
seventy-eight. Seventy-eight people invested in 
ice cream – well, coffee, but you get the idea.

The Bible is a guide for us in life, an exam-
ple of how to live according to Christ. Living in 
and through Christ, we find hope, comfort, and 
love – the fruits of the Spirit and of our very own 
gardens: our spirits and minds. Occasionally our 
green thumbs may be tested by outside forces – 
storms, drought, or even cute little nibbling crea-
tures – but if we have faith in Christ and remem-
ber to look to the Bible, then we will find a guide 
to lead us through the most difficult times. God 
always has loved us, and always will. He gives us 
all the tools for eternal joy, if only we choose to 
listen to His words.

Jessika Nebrat,17  
is the Judges Choice for the  Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America.  

She is a member of St. George Cathedral, Wichita, Kansas.
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The Orthodox Church proclaims equality be-
tween men and women. They have, however, dif-
ferent roles to perform within the context of the 
Church. Women, as the Church emphasizes, are the 
backbone of the Church in that they are the back-
bone in their respective parishes and homes. It is 
well known that churches cannot continue to be 
strong units in the Church unless their families and 
children, the nucleus of any given parish, are raised 
and cared for in a Christian manner and according 
to Christ’s teachings. Chrysostom asserts that “the 
home is the little church” (Homilies on Ephesians, 
Homily XX), where all Christian education starts 
and ends. Nowadays, more than ever, women play 
an essential and indispensable role in the family. 
They are caring wives, nurturing mothers, valuable 
parish leaders and workers, and productive contrib-
utors in the workplace of our modern society. One 
might note that men play very similar roles in all 
mentioned segments! That would be absolutely true. 
Nevertheless, roles vary in different fields according 
to the gifts granted by God to each sex. 

Whether one likes it or not, whether one admits 
it or not, whether one accepts it or not, the hands-
on role in raising children and keeping the sense of 
family strong belongs to the wife and mother more 
than to the husband and father. This is not to say 
that the husband or father has nothing or very little 
to contribute in this field. On the contrary, the hus-
band or father has a crucial role to play. Yet the wife 
or mother has a bigger role. God has equipped the 
female with more qualities than the male in this area 

of human responsibility. A mother’s nurturing abili-
ties are not matched by the father in most cases. A 
mother’s nurturing abilities is shown by the fact that, 
more often than not, a child will run crying to his or 
her mother when he or she falls and has a scratch 
on the knee, rather than to dad. This innate ability 
to comfort and console the child is more commonly 
found in the mother. It is noteworthy that, in gen-
eral, the mother spends more time with the children 
than the father. Children, who are impressionable 
especially in the first five years of their lives, receive 
invaluable education not only through the direct 
teachings from the mother, but also through her 
actions, behavior, and words. Children absorb like 
sponges the mother’s influence on them, even if it 
is not directly apparent at first. If the mother carries 
herself properly, adheres to the rules she sets for her 
children in the house, is polite, and is genuine, then 
the children will usually follow suit. If the mother, 
on the other hand, is on drugs, drinks to excess, and 
so forth, and/or does not pay attention to her chil-
dren, then the children will learn that behavior and 
eventually practice it. They would seem to them to 
be the norm, because their mother lived it and she 
is the prime example for them. The following Arabic 
proverb rings true: “A mother is a school; if you have 
prepared her well, you have prepared good people.”

What does this have to do with being the back-
bone of the Church, one might ask? St. John Chrys-
ostom instructs mothers that they are to “let every-
thing take second place to our care of our children, 
our bringing them up to the discipline and instruc-

tion of the Lord. If from the beginning we teach them 
to love true wisdom, they will have more wealth and 
glory than riches can ever provide” (Homilies on 
Ephesians, Homily XXI). When a child grows up 
in a home saturated with discipline and the instruc-
tion of the Lord, and full of Christian values, and 
he or she witnesses and experiences sacrificial love, 
which is the highest virtue according to St. Paul (1 
Corinthians 13:4), he or she will imitate those pat-
terns and will become a virtuous and productive 
member of the Church and, by extension, society. 
It is widely known that children learn best by imita-
tion at first.

Apart from this psychological and behavioral 
view of the important role a woman plays in the 
Church, a glance at Church history yields much fruit 
with respect to the same topic. The New Testament 
is a good place to start. We see in the Gospel Ac-
cording to St. John that “there stood by the cross 
of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene” (John 
19:25). Nevertheless, all His disciples, who followed 
Him, learned from Him, and were very close to Him 
for three years, were conspicuously absent at the 
foot of the Cross, with the exception of John the Be-
loved. The loyalty that these women exhibited to the 
Son of God was second to none. This alone qualifies 
them to be the Church’s backbone.

Another example from the New Testament is in 
order. The story of Mary and Martha in the Gospel 
According to St. Luke demonstrates to us several 
important virtues to acquire (Luke 10:38–42). First 
of all, Mary was eager to learn from the Master, so 
she sat at His feet in humility, while Martha served 
Him with love. She complained a little about her sis-
ter, but nevertheless, she served Him well with love. 
The virtue of knowledge through learning, for which 
Mary thirsted, strengthens the virtue of faith. Since 
the more one learns, the more one realizes that faith 
is needed to accept that which is not understand-
able, and hence unknowable, like the substantial 
constitution of the Holy Trinity. At the same time, 
the virtue of humility, which again Mary exhibited 
by sitting at the feet of someone, is the beginning of 
the virtue of wisdom, which one must have on the 
narrow road of salvation. On the one hand, faith and 
wisdom are two of the most important virtues that 
advance someone on the narrow road of deification. 
On the other hand, the virtue of love is evident in 
Martha’s behavior as she served Him in her house. 

Despite the fact that she complained about her sis-
ter’s lack of service, she had obediently served her 
Master. A Church father remarked that the begin-
ning of love is obedience. If someone is not obedient 
to anyone, he or she does not love anyone. 

The prototype of faith, love, service, humility, 
and knowledge, among other virtues, is the Virgin 
Mary herself. She managed to combine the virtues 
that both Mary and Martha had, especially faith, 
love and service. She served Christ, her Son, and 
cared for His needs as would any good mother. She 
learned from Him every opportunity she had, despite 
the fact that she did not understand what He said in 
every instance such as: “‘Why did you seek Me? Did 
you not know that I must be about My Father’s busi-
ness?’ But they did not understand the statement 
which He spoke to them … but His mother kept all 
these things in her heart” ( St. Luke (2:49–51). Let 
us not neglect the fact that she had such love for 
the Master, her Son, that she was at the foot of the 
Cross (John 19:25), feeling His pain on the road to 
Golgotha and at the Place of the Skull. Conversely, 
her faith in His Resurrection, which was continually 
strengthened by acquired knowledge about Him and 
His teachings, was unwavering. Therefore, she did 
not go with the other women to the tomb to anoint 
Him, where she should have been the first one there 
as His mother, did she not have her steadfast faith in 
His Resurrection: “Now when the Sabbath was past, 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, that they might come and 
anoint Him” (Mark 16:1). 

There is a plethora of stories that we can refer-
ence in the Old and New Testaments to confirm the 
aforementioned assertions, but a practical example 
from the lives of parishioners is more demonstra-
tive. I leave you, then, with the obvious living ex-
amples of the Ladies Societies in every parish, that 
carry the burden, cheerfully, I might add, of raising 
funds for many good causes, of serving on parish 
councils, of cooking for almost every event in ev-
ery parish, of leading Sunday Schools and teach-
ing most classes, and of singing in choirs and at 
chanters’ stands. Without women’s efforts, parishes 
would not function properly.

Bishop NICHOLAS,
Bishop of Brooklyn and Assistant to the Metropolitan

The Role of Women in the Orthodox Church
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Over the past two years I have had the privi-
lege of being part of the Pastoral Marriage and 
Family Counseling Program, a pilot program of-
fered through the Antiochian House of Studies. 
Having served as a priest for 21 years, I was keen-
ly aware of the need for greater competency and 
mores skills in dealing with marriage and family 
needs on a pastoral basis. So after receiving the 
blessing of my hierarch and the support and en-
couragement of my parish, I set off on the most 
transformative opportunity for growth in ministry 
that I have experienced since being ordained.

It is not fair, however, for me 
to speak of this wonderful bless-
ing from an exclusively singular 
point of view, because at the 
heart of everything taught in 
this program is one thing: rela-
tionships. Five of us started and 
ended the journey together, so 
to honor the relationships that I 
and my brother clergy so quickly 
and powerfully developed, I am 
compelled to share not just my 

own comments, but reflections of all those in-
volved in the program.

The Pastoral Marriage and Family Counseling 
Certificate Program was conceived, designed, im-
plemented and taught by Dr. Ron Moslener: pro-
fessor, counselor, husband, father, grandfather 
and – as we discovered – consummate role-play 
actor. Ron’s wealth of experience and counsel-
ing gifts provided solid academic foundations as 
well as practical insights that helped us learn how 
to apply the professional tools from the world of 
counseling and therapy in the context of Ortho-
dox pastoral care. This double-blessing led us 
each to grow personally in ways that found im-
mediate application in our pastoral ministries. We 
remain forever transformed by this program and 
indebted to Ron for the sacrificial contributions 
that made it possible.

To give you some idea of the impact of spend-
ing 315 hours in this course with Ron over two 

years, I could apply to the course a training tech-
nique called a “verbatim,” in which one repeats 
word-for-word an entire encounter with a client 
so it can be evaluated by a supervisor. With only 
a few paragraphs left in this article, however, I 
would have to leave out around 314 hours and 
54 minutes of valuable information. So instead, 
I have gone back through my notebooks, seek-
ing the golden nuggets that might help you un-
derstand just how useful and valuable that time 
with Ron was. Some have been developed by him, 

 others have been adopted from others, but all 
were seeds for rich discussion and growth.

With powerful points like these in front of us 
throughout the program, the question could be 
asked, “What impact has this program had on 
our ministries?” I humbly offer the answer in 
the student’s words, as a gift back to our profes-
sors, the administrators of the House of Studies, 
and to God Himself, as our grateful witness and 
 testimony.

•	 	“The	skills	and	insights	gained	through	this	
course have enhanced my awareness of the 
many ways people grapple with their bro-
kenness; in particular, I have found better 
language and ways to communicate, both in 
counseling situations and in confession.”

•	 	“This	 training	 has	 enhanced	 my	 abil-

ity to lead individuals, couples and families 
through a systematic approach so they may 
assess their problems more effectively, dis-
cuss who is involved, how everyone is af-
fected, and explore alternative treatment 
modules and techniques so that, through 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, healing may be 
realized.”

•	 	“These	last	two	years	have	been	both	infor-
mative and challenging. I have learned valu-
able skills that, God willing, will allow me 
to be a more effective counselor, and I have 
been challenged to work harder to make 
changes in my own life that are barriers to 
me becoming a better spiritual father.”

•	 	“I	have	finally	learned	how	to	listen	with	my	
whole self to the person in front of me, care 
with my whole heart about those around me 
and discern with my whole soul the hurt, 
the hopes and the struggles of the flock that 
God has entrusted to me as priest.”

These comments answer in very personal and 
powerful ways many of the questions those con-
sidering the program might have, such as, “Is it 
worth the investment of eight weeks in residence 
over two years?” or “Will I develop enough new 
skills for my ministry to justify all that work?” And 
for parishes being asked to consider sending their 
pastors, be assured, you will receive back a more 
qualified, insightful and skilled shepherd than you 
send, who will be able to guide your flock bet-
ter in the spirit of Saint Paul’s admonition: “Put 
on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and 
patience, forbearing one another …. Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admon-
ish one another in all wisdom” (Colossians 3:12–
13,16). With marriage, the most basic Christian 
foundation for life, under assault in many ways 
today, a parish that wants to establish itself truly 
as a haven of hope and salvation will want to pro-
vide this type of care to all its members, whatever 
it takes.

Having concluded our two years, eight ses-
sions, dozens of case studies and 360 hours of 
class time, the graduates of the program (Fa-
ther Jerry Hall, Father David Rendolf, Fr. Malek 
Rihani, Fr. David Wey and myself, Fr. John Tou-
loumes) offer our deep thanks to Dr. Ron Mosle-

ner for his sacrifice of time and his selfless offer-
ing of experience and wisdom. We also express 
our shared thanks to His Grace Bishop JOHN, 
through whose insight and inspiration and persis-
tence this program was launched. We also thank 
him for being our professor for Session 7 and 
walking us through the challenges of Psychopa-
thology and the Diagnostic Standards Manual.

We also thank His Eminence Metropolitan 
PHILIP, whose creation of the Antiochian House 
of Studies and support for it has provided such 
valuable growth and so many learning opportuni-
ties for so many servants of Christ and His Holy 
Church. And we thank God for the hospitality and 
organization provided by Fr. Joseph Allen, the 
House of Studies organizers, and the entire staff 
of the Antiochian Village. May God grant them all 
and this program many years. And may He also 
continue to use this program in Pastoral Marriage 
and Family Counseling to send “laborers into His 
harvest” (Matthew 9.38) of the essential, compli-
cated and fruitful field of Orthodox Christian mar-
riage and family life.

Fr. John Touloumes

Pastoral Marriage and  
Family Counseling Program

You can’t change another person.

The textbook for our children’s marriages is our own.

A parent has to be more like an accordion than a piano: 
     learn how to play flexible notes instead of fixed ones.

ALL families have crises.

  Whenever your teenager says, ‘I hate you,’
            you know you’re doing a good job.

There is no such thing as a good divorce.

Allow a person to speak for himself.

It isn’t what happens to us that matters; it’s how we 
respond.

Love is an action.

 Trust comes from truth.
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Our Archdiocese’s very own, Dr. Jack and Mrs. 
Bernice Shaheen, are helping to create more Helen 
Thomases and Anthony Shadids through a program 
they established sixteen years ago. To date, they 
have awarded over $50,000 in scholarships to 55 
recipients who have excelled in media studies. The 
winners are presented every year at the ADC Na-
tional Convention. (Join ADC June 13–16, when the 
2013 scholarships winners will appear to receive 
their awards. For details see convention.adc.org.) 

Like many of my peers, especially readers of 
The WORD magazine and ADC members, I grew up 
inspired by Dr. Shaheen’s dedication to combating 
negative stereotypes of Arabs. The Shaheen scholar-
ship, which is open to any Arab-American student of 
mass communications regardless of national origin 
or religion, brings value not only to the recipients, 
but to the world. In Dr. Shaheen’s own words, “Many 
of these young professionals have gone on to leader-
ship positions in key media organizations, working 
to dispel damaging images of their culture, offer-
ing insights drawn directly from their heritage and 
bridging gaps in understanding between the West 
and the Arab world.”

I asked some of the Shaheen scholarship recipi-
ents why these scholarships are important. Lorraine 
Ali of Newsweek told me “It takes a lot of differ-
ent viewpoints and backgrounds to make coverage 
whole. The scholarship is really important in that it 
lets aspiring [Arab-American] journalists know that 
we’re rooting for you, we’ve got your back.” Mike 
Sallah, investigative journalist for the Washington 
Post, comments, “This program inspires more Arab-
Americans to go into a fi eld that, in the end, can help 
break down stereotypes and prejudices that exist, 
particularly in the years after 9/11.”

Annemarie Jacir, a brilliant Palestinian fi lm-
maker, said this award came to her at a time (1998) 
when nothing like that existed. “The scholarship was 
perhaps my fi rst ‘recognition’ from our own com-

munity.” According to 2003 recipient Kera Abra-
ham, also a member of the Archdiocese, “The sup-
port I received for [my thesis] through the Shaheen 
award, helped me reconnect with my own Arabic 
heritage and the greater community of Arab-Amer-
icans.” With every change in career or award that 
2004 recipient Leila Fadel of NPR received, she’s 
also received an e-mail from Dr. Jack. “He looks at 
you as somebody who can carry on the torch in the 
industry . . . [and] strengthen it as a whole.” For 
Laila Al-Arian, a 2005 recipient now with Al-Jazeera 
English, “Having a scholarship bearing his name is 
a huge honor. Arab Americans are still very much 
under-represented in the media. Dr. Jack is sort of 
a pioneer as far as establishing the scholarship and 
helping people follow in his footsteps.”

Since its inception, the Shaheens have funded 
the scholarships from honorariums that Dr. Jack has 
received from college lectures. In 2011 the Center 
for Arab-American Philanthropy (CAAP) institution-
alized the program with the creation of the Jack G. 
and Bernice M. Shaheen Endowed Media Scholar-
ship Fund. The goal is to allow this vision to con-
tinue into perpetuity. 

I strongly encourage my fellow young Arab-
Americans to take advantage of the opportunities 
provided by the Shaheens, CAPP, and ADC. Consider 
pursuing media studies or a related fi eld, realize the 
potential you have to change the world, and then 
utilize the power you have to humanize people, not 
vilify them, by working in the media. By joining to-
gether, we can make our voices heard!

Build on the Shaheens’ legacy and invest in this 
fund. Checks should be made out to CAAP with “The 
Jack G. and Bernice M. Shaheen Endowed Media 
Scholarship Fund” on the check’s memo line. Mail it 
to CAAP, 2651 Saulino Court, Dearborn, MI 48120 .

Laila Mokhiber

Strengthening the Voice of 
Young Arab-Americans 

When refl ecting on the strength of 
the Arab American voice in media, 
two celebrated journalists come 
to mind: Helen Thomas, veteran 
White House correspondent, and 
the recently departed Pulitzer-prize 
winning foreign correspondent, 
 Anthony Shadid.
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Thanks to the efforts of The Order, we can pro-
vide these poor families with homes where they 
will be kept safe and dry, and protect them from 
the elements in the midst of such distress. May 
God bless you for all you have done for Project 
Mexico and the St. Innocent Orphanage through-
out the years, as we have counted on having The 
Order join us in our struggle to help the poorest 
of the poor. May you be blessed knowing that you 
are truly making a difference in the lives of many, 
and act as the Hands of Christ to the poor and 
orphaned south of the border. 

For more information on this ministry: www.
projectmexico.org; for more information on The 
Order of St. Ignatius: www.orderofstignatius.org 

 
Geoffrey Bray

Executive Director, Project Mexico and St. Innocent Orphanage
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roject Mexico has three main goals: 
to operate St. Innocent Orphanage (a 

home for abandoned teenage boys in Ti-
juana Mexico); to build homes for poor families 

in Tijuana, who live in squalid dirt fl oor shacks; 
and to provide an opportunity for people of all 
ages, but specifi cally young people, to come and 
participate in the work itself and be blessed in 
the process. Operating St. Innocent Orphanage – 
taking care of the most vulnerable population of 
orphans in Tijuana – is a diffi cult task, but well-
known among supporters. You may not know as 
much about the homebuilding program, but The 
Order of St. Ignatius has also provided reliable 
support for the poor families in Tijuana in their 
times of need.

The end results of all of our hard work some-
times goes unnoticed for years, but be assured 
that we are helping to save lives on a daily basis, 
especially in the rainy season. Every winter, heavy 
rains are predicted for the regions of San Diego 
and Tijuana. Within a few days of the forecast, it 
is not uncommon to hear of children dying in the 
rain storms in Tijuana. Relentless downpours and 
powerful winds pound the area, toppling trees, 
shutting down schools, and canceling airline 
fl ights. Successive storms can include hail, tor-
rential rain, driving winds, and lightning – making 
roads impassable and causing widespread power 
outages. When the media reports mudslides in 
California that wash away solidly-engineered 
homes built to strict building codes with the best 
construction materials possible, imagine what is 
happening on the hillsides of Tijuana, Mexico, 
where hundreds of thousands of people live in 
third-world poverty with only dirt-fl oor shacks 
for shelter. There, rain means the misery of being 
cold and wet, with nowhere to go to get warm and 
dry, and people – especially the young and elderly 
– die from the rains.

The families who have received a solid, con-
crete-fl oor home from Project Mexico, howev-
er, no longer have to fear the rain – because of 
you and your support through The Order of St. 

 Ignatius! As one recipient of a home described it, 
“Last winter the rains came and knocked down 
my whole house. Now I won’t have to worry about 
that and I also know that the baby won’t die of 
cold because he’ll be warm and dry.” Since its in-
ception in 1988, Project Mexico has hosted over 
10,000 volunteers who have worked on projects 
at St. Innocent Orphanage and built nearly 250 
homes for needy families. If you’re wondering 
whether their efforts and the efforts of The Order 
have made a difference, please read the following 
excerpt from local newspapers about the grim re-
ality of what happens when it rains: 

“As a wall of water crashed through their 
impoverished neighborhood, a woman help-
lessly watched her husband being swept away 
to his death. “I saw his truck go tumbling in 
the water and he disappeared,” Quintero said, 
pain and horror still etched on her face. “I 
couldn’t believe what happened. I called out 
his name, but he didn’t answer.” A neighbor 
had awakened them to warn of rising water 
racing down the normally dry gully that bi-
sects their neighborhood. Andrea’s husband 
was one of thirteen people killed by the 
fl oods . . . . It was the latest chapter in a pe-
rennial saga involving the city’s poor neigh-
borhoods: violent and sudden death by water. 
There is a grim saying along the U.S.-Mexico 
border: When the big rains hit, people in San 
Diego get wet and people in Tijuana drown. 
Many of the poorer neighborhoods are little 
more than shantytowns built on the sides of 
canyons where the hills lack vegetation. With 
heavy rain, torrents of mud strike swiftly 
and ferociously. Grief-stricken residents tell 
numbingly similar tales of watching as loved 
ones were carried off. “Everything happened 
so quickly,” Quintero said. “My husband 
started the truck and was moving it to higher 
ground but it stalled. Then I heard the water. 
It sounded like a giant train roaring through.” 
Residents said a torrent about 100 feet wide 
and 4 feet deep swept down the canyon.” 

Captions —1. The typical Mexican community where Project Mexico 
builds homes for the poor. As you can see, all the roads are dirt and 
the houses are very simple. 2, 3, 5. Happy residents. 4. A Project 
Mexico crew of volunteers completing a wall section of a new home!

Works of The Order in Action!
Project Mexico
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Interview with
Father George Shalhoub

Fr. George Shalhoub was born in Hama, Syria, 
to Emily and Georgi Shalhoub, the youngest of 
seven children. At the age of twelve he was sent 
to the Balamand Monastery in Lebanon, and later 
was ordained a deacon in the Cathedral of the 
Patriarchate in Damascus, Syria. In 1971 he was 
sent to the United States, where he married Nou-
had (Ghareeb).

Father George received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Eastern Michigan University 
in sociology and psychology, a Master’s degree 
in Theological Studies from St. John’s Provincial 
Seminary, and a Doctor of Ministry degree in Pas-
toral Counseling from the Graduate Theological 
Foundation. Father Shalhoub is an Associate Pro-
fessor of Religious Studies and Philosophy at Ma-
donna University, and a faculty member of the An-
tiochian House of Studies. He was appointed by 
former Governor Engler of Michigan to serve on 
the Mental Health Advisory Board and by former 
Governor Granholm to the Commission on Arab 
and Chaldean-American Affairs. Father Shalhoub 
was a Teacher of the Year at Madonna University 
and gave the Commencement Address to School-
craft College’s graduating class of 2001. He has 
received dozens of public, civic and humanitarian 
awards from diverse organizations.

Father George and a few parishioners started 
St. Mary’s Mission in 1972. Under his pastoral 
leadership they moved into their new church in 
1976 and, in 1990, with the support of the pa-
rishioners, Parish Council, Building Committee, 
Ladies Society, and Teen SOYO Youth, St. Mary’s 
was able to build a Cultural Center and Banquet 
Facility. Then, in 2002, St. Mary’s moved into 
its permanent house of worship, where his Emi-
nence Metropolitan PHILIP proclaimed it “a new 
church for a new century.”

It was a pleasure to discuss with Father George 
how his vision became a reality, resulting in a 
strong Church and community. 

Father George, where do you get your inspira-
tion, your dreams and ideas for our Church, 
and how do you then give us the encourage-
ment to help you implement them?

“I think, because of my life . . . you know, I was 
never chosen to be a priest, I was never asked to 
come to the United States, I was called. And when 
God calls you, you’re not called by man, you’re 

called by God, as St. Paul would say. You have to 
respond to that call. And that call, when I came 
to Detroit and I found your parents and a few 
other parents, I started dreaming for you when 
you were younger -- when you [young people] 
would graduate from school, and when you would 
get married and when you would have children. 
So I was behind the scene, producing all these 
thoughts to myself, and I just carried your dream. 
Maybe you did not verbalize it as a community, 
but I was able to harness it. And I harnessed that 
dream, and it became like a fuel for me to run on 
every day of my life.

“That comes from the simple faith that I have, 
that we are to build a community, and the commu-
nity can never be built without a center, a home, 
a church. Because the church feeds us with the 
food of immortality, and that gives us bountiful 
life. So even though I am a very content man in 
my life, I did not want to sit on a side road in 
America, but to be on the main street of life.”

One of your great accomplishments has been 
to make sure not only that you are succeeding, 
but that we are all succeeding together. What 
is one great accomplishment that you always 
look back on and feel that it has benefited ev-
eryone in the Church?

“I think I give the credit to the founders of this 
Church. They believed in me, even when I was 
a young priest, twenty-three years old. I think 
their hunger to build something spilled over on 
me. That was really my greatest asset: that our 
elders trusted me and believed in me, and I took 
their prayer to the altar and it became a reality. 
Because the elderly, their parents, believed in 
me, it made their children believe in me, but also, 
from Day One, I emphasized that wealth, educa-
tion have to coincide, hand-in-hand, with faith. 
Because all these things, without faith -- we will 
be lost within one or two generations. Our faith 
makes our education shine. For this reason, for 
so many years, I always honored the graduates, 
including you and your children.”

From the beginning of your priesthood, your 
teaching has helped us to have a better under-
standing of the true meaning of Christianity 
and community service. How do you feel that 
you have helped us grow in that respect?

“I always felt that I was privileged to be 
called to serve, and it seems to me more 
rewarding to serve than to be honored.” 
So said a man who has dedicated his en-
tire life to serving his Church and his com-
munity. This year, the Very Reverend Father 
George Shalhoub, of the Antiochian Or-
thodox Basilica of St. Mary Church in Li-
vonia, Michigan, celebrated forty years of 
marriage, ministry and community service.

Fr. George Shalhoub
with his family
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tion, and it takes generosity. Many of our people, 
they build churches, but they have the wrong 
idea of the church. They think that ‘Church’ is 
just to go to the church and pray on Sunday, and 
they forget that the Church becomes the body of 
Christ that needs to reach out to other people in 
the community. So they ask me, How do you do 
it? And I say, by extending yourself to others, wel-
coming. The greatest virtue the church can have 
is a Christian hospitality. And we are very hospi-
table people, and so: be in touch, visiting the sick 
. . . leave a lot of the work, the daily operation and 
administration, to the administration, and that 
will free me to go to the hospital, to do counsel-
ing, to go and teach, and to talk to a family that 
has a problem.”

Considering how busy we are today, with fam-
ilies trying to keep up with school, college and 
church, what advice on their relationship with 
our church would you give to our youth as they 
grow into adulthood?

“It’s normal for any young adult to take a break 
when he or she goes to school. They go away, that 
is really a time of formation and a time of being 
lost and a time of being found. Those who have 
a good foundation, they always come back. But I 
tell the parents that they should be the greatest 
role models, that Sunday is for worship, Sunday 
is for family, Sunday is for church, it should not 
be superseded by the hockey game and the sports 
game. But my people are immersed in this, and 
fall into this trap, like the rest of America. I think 
a well-disciplined home and a loving home will 
give a child a means to grow and be ‘in need’ -- 
because the mistake that our people make, as I 
see it now, with your generation, your children 
are children of a privileged family. Children need 
parents to listen to, parents to talk to, parent to 
cry to, otherwise they would grow apart from 
you, so my advice is to keep a balance, between 
work, money, school and church. God gave us 
the Ten Commandments, one of which is to go to 
church [“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy”] and the last six are our relationships with 
each other.”

Now that your children are adults and have 
families of their own, how do you think they 
have benefited from all those years growing 
up in the church, knowing that their dad was 

also busy taking caring of other families in 
need and being away from them during your 
service to the community, with baptisms, wed-
dings and praying for the sick?

“Well, number one, I give the credit to Nou-
had. Nouhad is the mother. Nouhad is who formed 
them. I was only a role model, a role model of 
hard work, a role model of being kind, a role mod-
el that can be loving and supportive, but, really, 
the credit goes to my wife. I demanded one thing 
from my children, I’ve always asked them to write 
to me, and when they sit down to make a card, 
by writing their own thoughts. Also, they take a 
deeper look into themselves, because their word 
becomes their expression of their soul.

“So we emphasize, yes, you need to work hard; 
yes, you need to get an education; yes, you have to 
be humble, because these are very critical points. 
I taught my kids that, one day, home will be sold; 
one day, home will be traded for a bigger home or 
a smaller home, but you have to emphasize that 
God has endowed them with a special gift and 
purpose, and they have to live that purpose. This 
way they don’t grow to be selfish. So the world is 
not all about them, but about their church, and 
when your world is about your church you grow 
more balanced.”

Father George, your work with the Church is 
never-ending. How did you find time to earn 
your graduate and doctorate degrees?

“I have a great partner: Nouhad. This wonder-
ful woman came into my life really by accident, 
and agreed to be my wife by choice and came to 
Detroit, knowing that we had no home, no job, no 
place, no church. So she accepted this challenge, 
and she freed me. I would go and take one class at 
a time, whether it was Schoolcraft College, East-
ern Michigan University, St. John Provincial Semi-
nary, or the Graduate Theological Foundation in 
Indiana. I did it really piece by piece. So it is the 
determination and the fear of failure, to fail your 
family, to fail your people, and to fail your church 
and, in the end, to fail yourself. So you run and 
you run, and we didn’t have any hobbies in my 
generation, so we go to work and our home. My 
family inspired me, and gave me the time to be 
educated.

“Also, it’s the wife who never felt she was de-
nied -- denied a trip, denied furniture, or denied 

“Many of our people came from the old coun-
try. We have a very simple faith, faith that did not 
have a question, we accept the faith; but from Day 
One, I noticed that in America, your children (and 
mine) do not just accept what we say. So we began 
to invest from the earliest days in Christian edu-
cation by adopting English in our services, and 
by special classes, and it flourished. Metropolitan 
Philip, too, was building the Antiochian Village. 
And now the Antiochian Village has become a 
source of knowledge of the faith and a source of 
knowledge of the tradition, a source of knowledge 
of one’s identity. So it’s an investment.”

Father George, the Order of St. Ignatius is a 
very important ministry for the Orthodox 
Church. You always invite people to join the 
Order and to appreciate this life-long commit-
ment. What have you seen when parishioners 
raise their hand for the calling?

“They become more dedicated, because when 
St. Ignatius becomes the action of one’s own faith, 
then the hundreds we have in our church become 
the arm to feed the hungry, to do all that Christ 
commanded us to do, to clothe the naked and to 
do charitable work. We need to give them roots 
so they can grow in it. And St. Ignatius expresses 
a deep root of charity, because faith without good 
deeds is dead, and I’m proud my people take it 
very seriously. The Order of St. Ignatius helps 
to give scholarships. We are the only church in 
America that takes three full buses of children to 
the Antiochian Village, thanks to the Order that 
provides scholarships for people who are not able 
to pay.”

You have motivated many people to be leaders 
in our community in different avenues. What 
is it about your leadership that helps parish-
ioners to follow in your footsteps and become 
volunteers?

“Service. The calling to service is paramount 
to one’s own dignity, because in service you not 
only shine, you give the credit to God. And there 
is a wonderful passage in the Gospel in which 
Jesus says, “Let your light shine before all,” so 
I think the only thing that I want my people to 
emulate is to never to be too tired to serve one’s 
own cause. I know that sometimes it gets hairy 
among our people; it gets tough, because we are 

very competitive people, very independent, but 
we are very sensitive. Unless we put these [that 
is, competitiveness and independence] on the 
side and really serve one another, we will not be 
remembered for anything. Because love, passion, 
compassion, kindness, are all expressed not only 
in word, but in service. I took Sunday’s liturgy 
after church to the people, and if we don’t take 
Sunday’s liturgy, Sunday’s mass into our work for 
the people, it means we become mechanical. It is 
the sacrifice, the generosity, the service, the love 
of one another, forgiveness -- these have to be 
carried out, to the home, to the hospital, to the 
youth, to all these church activities.”

Over the years, many families have been lead-
ers in our Church and worked diligently to cre-
ate a community. Now, with a new generation, 
you have welcomed their children and invited 
them to volunteer in the positions of service 
that their father and mothers have held.

“I do relate to the founders in a different gen-
eration. Today their children [communicate with] 
e-mail and text messages, but they are very pro-
fessional and very dedicated. The church became 
a team-builder. You don’t find one person stand-
ing alone, and when you become a team, you are 
not only recognized, you become stronger as a 
team, and then you succeed. If all these dreams 
were my dreams, they would remain a dream, but 
when you invite others to dream with you, then 
their dream becomes a reality.

“Yeah, it takes struggle, even to the point of 
conflict and chaos, and our people are an ‘orga-
nized chaos,’ and I love them to death. I take pride 
in their children. I’ve never missed an opportuni-
ty to write to a young man or woman whom I see 
on the news, or I hear about their graduation and 
I remind them that they are made for a greater 
purpose.” 

Father George, you have traveled across the 
Archdiocese and visited other churches and 
communities and priests. What have they 
asked you about how your church has suc-
ceeded and what do they emulate from our 
community?

“They always ask me, How did you do it? And 
I always tell them that it takes openness, it takes 
hard work, it takes invitation, it takes organiza-

Interview With Father Shaloub



Bishop ANTOUN Visits
St. Stephen,

Hiram, Georgia

Our church family at St. Ste-
phen was blessed to welcome 
His Grace Bishop ANTOUN for 
an episcopal visit November 
9–11, 2012. It was an eventful 
weekend for our community 
and Sayidna graciously partici-
pated in every activity. It was 
a time to thank God for all His 
blessings.

Arriving on Friday afternoon, 
His Grace came to the parish 
and settled in his “Bishop’s 
Suite” here on the church prop-
erty. After a short rest, he joined 
Fr. Andrew and Kh. Dannie, 
along with the Parish Council, 
for dinner at the Olive Tree, a 
Greek-Italian restaurant in Hi-
ram. The chef graciously pre-
pared a special fare of catfish 
and trimmings. It was such a 
pleasant evening of table talk, 
friendly conversation and pas-
toral counsel, with everyone 
getting better acquainted with 
our Bishop.

Saturday was very busy, but a 
great day. It began with morn-
ing prayers and a men’s break-
fast at which three of our most 
recent members shared their 
stories of coming to Orthodoxy. 
Following noon prayers, the 
ladies of St. Stephen hosted a 
delightful luncheon. Later in 
the afternoon, Bishop ANTOUN 
sat with our college students for 
cordial dialogue and sharing.

Great Vespers was inspiring 
and well-attended, after which 
everyone met in the parish 
hall for an informal Subway 
meal. The children of St. Ste-
phen blessed us all with some 
Bible School choruses and (of 

course) “You Are My Sunshine” 
for His Grace.

On Sunday morning Bishop 
ANTOUN shared joyfully again 
with our children in the Church 
School setting before joining 
the Matins service. As Matins 
ended, His Grace tonsured a 
Reader, David Garner, and a 
Sub-deacon, Matthew Akins. 

The church was filled for an 
inspiring Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy with His Grace presid-
ing. At its close, he inducted 
Jim Kirchner into the Order 
of St. Ignatius, with Joel Wat-
son as sponsor. A wonderful 
southern dinner was served in 
the parish hall in honor of our 
Bishop, who cut the cake as we 
all sang, “Many years, Master.”

Many thanks are due to all 
the great people of St. Stephen 
who planned, prepared and par-
ticipated in the weekend’s ser-
vices and activities: the faithful 
ladies, the diligent men and the 
joyous young people. Christ 
was honored and the Church 
was blessed!

Thank you, Bishop ANTOUN, 
for your leadership, friendship 
and love in Christ!

Gift Cards from  
Archdiocese Distributed

to Victims of  
Hurricane Sandy

On a sunny February after-
noon in the Gerritson Beach 
section of Brooklyn, New York, 
the Vicar-General of the Antio-
chian Archdiocese, the Very 
Rev. Thomas Zain, and Mrs. 
Aida Nicolaou, a parish coun-
cil member of St. Nicholas Ca-
thedral, joined State Senator 
Martin Golden in one of the 
neighborhoods devastated by 

Hurricane Sandy. There, on 
behalf of His Eminence, Metro-
politan PHILIP, Fr. Thomas dis-
tributed five thousand dollars 
worth of Home Depot gift cards 
to several families who sus-
tained major damage to their 
homes and are trying to rebuild.

“Many people are still facing 
difficulties as they try to rebuild 
their homes and lives after the 
devastation wrought by Sandy 
last October, 2012,” noted Fr. 
Tom. In addition to the financial 
distress and cold weather, many 
are facing bureaucratic obsta-
cles at insurance companies, 
government offices and private 
institutions. People in the com-
munity eventually requested 
help directly from Senator 
Golden, who has been working 
tirelessly as an advocate for his 
constituents, including the Ger-
ritson Beach neighborhood.

Senator Golden thanked Fr. 
Thomas and Mrs. Nicolaou for 
the Archdiocese’s support, as 
well as that of St. Nicholas Ca-
thedral and St. Mary Church 
of Brooklyn. It was at St. Mary 
Church in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 
(also part of Senator Golden’s 
district) that tens of thousands 
of hot meals were prepared 
for victims of Hurricane Sandy 

a home or jewelry. She is incredibly self-assured 
and self-confident, and that really helped me to 
focus on a lot of other things. There is a passage 
in Isaiah, ‘Here I am Lord, send me,’ that any 
young man and woman can take into his or her 
heart -- that gives you the will to go, not knowing 
all the answers.”

Father George, where do you find yourself 
in the next ten or twenty years, and what 
plans would you like to see completed for our 
Church?

“My hope is that we finish the dome, because 
when your sons and daughters get married un-
der that dome, it is under God’s creation. I am 
so hungry and so thirsty to bring the tradition 
of their ancestor of our mother church, the Holy 
Sepulcher, into their midst. It is far away, the Holy 
Sepulcher, and this is why I brought stones from 
the Holy Land.

“And I would like to build 
the Mariam Center for family, 
youth and seniors. In the com-
ing ten years it is very crucial; 
we bought the land, we now 
have fifteen and a half acres. 
I will challenge our people to 
come and join, helping me fulfill 
the dream, because this is the 
dream of their parents. Can you 
imagine if we are able to build 
fifty units for retirees around 
the church? Why should people 
go and live alone in a dorm, 
with children who are busy, ev-
eryone is busy and they are far 
away? If we build it around us 
here, they can walk to church, 
they can have their activities 
around them, their grandchil-
dren will come and see them 
in church, so that will become 
a continuation of the journey of 
their lives.

“So that’s really my hope, 
and to really grow old grace-
fully. I would like also to bring 
another priest to help Father 
Jim, and I will probably serve 
and become an assistant to all 

of them, because no man is indispensable, you 
need new ideas, you need a new challenge, you 
need a new song, you need a new dream. But 
when we built the church, we made a deal, I and 
the parish council, that when I leave this earth, 
they agreed to bury me at the bell tower, so I’ll al-
ways be around and your grandchildren will know 
where Father George was.”

Father George and Nouhad have four chil-
dren, three of whom are married: Lila Zogaib-
Lippert (Jason+) and Cameron Lippert, Drs. 
Alex and Melissa Shalhoub, Marc and Alexa 
Nassif, and Christa Shalhoub. They have been 
blessed, so far, with six grandchildren: An-
drew and Addison Zogaib, Olivia and Amira 
Shalhoub, Sophia Noor Nassif and Cameron 
Lippert.

Elizabeth Ajluni
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A JOURNEY THROUGH HOLY WEEK

Bishop ANTOUN with 
St. Stephen’s Church 
children



Bishop THOMAS Visits
St. Raphael of

Brooklyn, Chantilly

“Wherever the bishop is, let 
the people be; even as, wher-
ever Jesus Christ is, there is 
the Church” (St. Ignatius of An-
tioch).

His Grace Bishop THOMAS 
came to visit St. Raphael of 
Brooklyn, Chantilly, Virginia, 
on the weekend of December 
15–16, and presided at Vespers 
on Saturday evening, as well as 
Orthros and the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy on Sunday. 

This was the culmination of 
another successful year for the 
mission that was established in 
2006 and located twenty miles 
west of our nation’s capital. The 
mission has grown from 20 to 
its present 140 members under 
the leadership of Fr. Thomas 
Palke. The congregation has 
made the transition from set-
ting up for Sunday liturgies to 
an established location that of-
fers a sizeable sanctuary, nave, 
and narthex, plus classrooms 
and a social area. During the 
past two years the congregation 
has built an iconostasis that can 
be expanded as the congrega-

tion grows. A lovely platytera 
adorns the wall behind the altar, 
and the nave is surrounded with 
a complete set of festal icons. 

The congregation has an ac-
tive Teen SOYO, which has 
been involved in charitable ac-
tivities in the community. Our 
Mission and Outreach Com-
mittee participated in several 
local outreach events and has 
arranged for guest speakers 
in the spring and the fall. The 
congregation held its first yard 
and bake sale at the church to 
bring the community into our 
church. The church has been 
blessed with an outstanding 
choir, directed by Marie Hyder. 
The choir continues to offer a 
wonderful variety of Orthodox 
music for our services. The 
chanter program, led by David 
Reese, is in the process of train-
ing new chanters for our special 
services. David was tonsured a 
Reader by Bishop THOMAS at 
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
on Sunday. Our classrooms are 
filled with the children of our 
Sunday School, led by our Su-
perintendant, Kelly Strich. Kelly 
organized the first St. Nicholas/
Advent Retreat for our chil-

dren on Saturday, December 8. 
The children enjoyed making 
Christmas gifts, and learning 
Orthodox hymns and the real 
meaning of Christmas. Fr. Tom 
offered instruction for the older 
children on Confession. Several 
of the children made their first 
confession that day. 

After Vespers on Saturday, 
Bishop THOMAS met with 
the Church Council and other 
members at the home of Sue 
Garbarino. His Grace has been 
an enthusiastic supporter of our 
mission and offered excellent 
advice on how our congrega-
tion can increase its member-
ship and expand its ministries. 
Using several personal and 
anecdotal stories, he was able 
to relate his views to our par-
ticular situation. He offered us 
several suggestions on ways to 
move forward to the goal of a 
establishing a permanent loca-
tion and a full-time priest. 

His Grace recounted the his-
tory of his ministry, and em-
phasized the need for unity in 
purpose and action in the par-
ish. He also addressed the role 
that each parishioner can play 
in growing the church. He re-
counted the story of several in-
dividuals who had been involved 
with the Orthodox Church, but 
who had never been asked to 
join. In one instance, a pharma-
cist whose child was enrolled in 
the parish parochial school had 
expressed interest in Ortho-
doxy. This man frequently at-
tended services with his spouse 
for twenty years. When Sayidna 
(then Father Thomas) asked 
him why he had never joined 
the Church, he replied that no-

in the weeks that followed this 
 disaster.

To date, more than fifteen 
thousand dollars in gift cards 
have been distributed in Brook-
lyn, Staten Island and New Jer-
sey from the proceeds of the 
fund-raising drive. In the days 
and weeks to come, the Antio-
chian Archdiocese will continue 
to seek needy people and wor-
thy organizations to distribute 
the rest of the collected funds, 
making sure that this money is 
given directly to the people who 
need it most.

Bishop ANTHONY
Ordains Two in Cedarburg, 
Celebrates the Blessing of 

the Waters

The parishioners of St. Nich-
olas Orthodox Church in Ce-
darburg, Wisconsin, enjoyed 
many blessings the weekend of 
January 4–6, with the first visit 
of our new, beloved spiritual 
leader, Bishop ANTHONY, of 
the Diocese of Toledo and the 
Midwest. Sayidna ANTHONY 
came to meet his cherished 
flock for the first time, celebrate 
with them the Hierarchical Di-

vine Liturgy of St. Basil and the 
Great Blessing of the Waters, 
ordain two parish members, 
and bless the church’s beautiful 
new iconostasis.

Members of Parish Council 
enjoyed a Bishop’s Dinner Fri-
day evening before meeting 
with Sayidna ANTHONY on Sat-
urday afternoon for an open, 
informal meet-and-greet and 
question-and-answer session. 
The friendly, edifying discussion 
covered a wide range of topics, 
from politics, the place of men 
and women in the church, the 
growth of secularism and radi-
cal Islam throughout the world, 
and genetically modified organ-
isms and the environment, to 
daily prayers and study. Par-
ish members delighted in the 
Bishop’s gentleness, warmth, 
wisdom, and good humor.

On Saturday during the cel-
ebration of Hierarchical Great 
Vespers, parish member Curtis 
John Dowling of Menomonee 
Falls was ordained a sub-dea-
con, with laying on of hands 
by the Bishop and repeated 
expostulations by parishioners 
of “He is worthy,” in English, 
Greek and Arabic. All enjoyed 

a banquet afterwards in the Fel-
lowship Hall. On Sunday during 
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
of St. Basil, Deacon David Moga 
was ordained to the priesthood, 
with more declarations of “He is 
worthy.” With His Grace Bishop 
ANTHONY and the Very Rev. Fr. 
William Olnhausen, the newly 
ordained Fr. David celebrated 
the Eucharist as priest for the 
first time. Bishop ANTHONY 
and the clergy and people next 
celebrated the Great Blessing 
of the Waters, sanctifying them 
again through the Baptism of 
Our Lord. Finally with Holy 
Chrism, the new Iconostasis 
was blessed. Everyone gathered 
to enjoy a Festival Coffee Hour 
and Reception afterwards. Say-
idna ANTHONY stayed and pre-
sided from the throne as Father 
David celebrated Divine Liturgy 
on Monday morning.

The feelings of love and re-
spect between the new Bishop 
and his flock were very deep, 
mutual and heartfelt. All look 
forward to meeting and cel-
ebrating our union in Christ 
again soon.

Fr. Tom Zain and 
Senator Golden with 

Gerritson Beach com-
munity advocates.

Communities in Action
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body had asked him. His Grace 
reminded us that we have a re-
sponsibility to bring the Word 
of God to people, and to bring 
people to the Church. 

 He also recounted a story of 
a man who wanted to join the 
Orthodox Church, but whose 
wife was opposed to the idea. 
After the man prayed at the 

tomb of St. John of Shanghai, 
asking him to pray that his wife 
would accept his conversion, 
his wife later told him that she 
wanted him to join the Church. 

Bishop THOMAS emphasized 
the importance of prayer, and 
underscored the importance of 
the intercession of saints. He 
noted that several saints, spe-

cifi cally St. John and St. Basil of 
Ostrog in Montenegro, still ap-
pear as they did in life. And in 
the case of St. Basil of Ostrog, 
his slippers need to be changed 
regularly, since they get worn 
out. 

At the Divine Liturgy on Sun-
day, His Grace spoke about the 
tragedy in Newtown, Connecti-

cut. He reminded the 
fl ock that we are the 
church of the resur-
rection. Heaven really 
is in our midst! We are 
the recipients of true 
life, both now and for-
ever. At the conclusion 
of Liturgy, Sayidna 
offered a two-year 
memorial service for 
Sub-deacon Michael 
(Robert) Rudloff, 
who faithfully served 
our mission from its 
inception. The Sun-
day School children 
presented a program 
about the Forefathers 
of Christ and sang sev-
eral Orthodox Christ-
mas hymns. His Grace 
then answered ques-
tions from members of 
the parish. The morn-
ing concluded with 
a “fast food” potluck 
meal (the food tasted 
so good, we almost 
thought we weren’t 
fasting!). Joining His 
Grace at the services 
were Deacon Peter 
Maris and Sub-deacon 
Ben Daniel.

We left church that 
day with hearts full of 
joy – for Christ was in 
our midst!
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Special Rate of $99/night 
Free Indoor Parking Garage 

Free Wi-Fi and Business Center 
Spa, Salon & Barber Shop 
Six Restaurants & Lounges 

Club 360 Fitness Center 
Outdoor Swimming Pool 
River view from all rooms 

Located on Historic Main Street 
in Downtown Louisville 

AND LOOK WHAT YOU CAN DO WHILE IN 
LOUISVILLE! 

Over 100 restaurants, shops, and attractions  
within walking distance including the Muhammad Ali 

Center, Louisville Slugger Museum and more 
(discount cards available to all PLC participants) 

 

A short drive to major attractions including  
Churchill Downs & the Kentucky Derby Museum 

To register or purchase an ad, go to www.stmichaelorthodoxchurch.org/plc  
For rooms call the Galt House direct at (800).843.4258  

and tell them you are going to the Midwest Parish Life Conference  

St. Michael Orthodox Church is excited to invite you to 
the 66th Diocese of Toledo & the Midwest 

2013 Parish Life Conference 
June 19 - 23 

in Louisville, Kentucky 
His Grace Bishop ANTHONY presiding 

 Creative Arts Festival 
 Bible Bowl and Oratorical Festival 
 Teen SOYO and 20/40 Events 
 Antiochian Women’s Luncheon 
 Order of St. Ignatius Luncheon 
 Children’s Vacation Church School 
 “A Taste of Kentucky” Event 
 Cruise on the “Belle of Louisville” 
 Senior Presentation with His Grace    
 Bishop ANTHONY 
 Grand Banquet and Hafli 
 Friday and Saturday Child Care 
 Available 
 Divine Liturgy at St. Michael’s 
 (Child Care Available) 

! ! ! ! ! !     2013 Parish Life Conference                     
Eastern Dioceses of Charleston & New York

Wednesday, July 3
Ironpigs Baseball Game, 6pm

Thursday, July 4
Lost Arabic Orthodox Saints

Samuel Noble, 3-4pm

! !       Coffeehouse with 
! !       Actor/Musician 
! !       Jonathan Jackson
! !       -hear Jonathan’s 
! !         unique journey 
! !          to Orthodoxy-
! !               7-10pm

Friday, July 5
Oratorical Presentations, 11am-1pm

Bible Bowl, 8-10pm

Teen Mixer, 10pm-12am

20/40 Wine Tasting Event , 
10pm-12am

Saturday, July 6
Orthodox ChristianParenting 

Workshop
Rev. Fr. Noah Bushelli of 
St. Philip, Souderton, 1pm

Teen Volleyball Tournament, 1-4pm

Keynote Address 
             by 
 Dr. Christopher 
      Veniamin
Prof. of Patristics 
   at St. Tikhon’s 
       Seminary
       3-4:30pm

Banquet/Hafli Fusion
6:30pm-12am

Sunday, July 7
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, 10am

Event  High l ights

Hotel Accommodations 
available at:

Holiday Inn Conference Center
Lehigh Valley

for reservations, please call:
1.888.HOLIDAY or 610.391.1000

Room rate is $99 per night plus tax
~includes continental breakfast ~

~late check out at 2 pm (Sunday ONLY)~
~book before June 2 for conference rate~
mention Eastern Dioceses PLC when booking 

see you 
there!

Explore the 
            Lehigh Valley! 
Local attractions include...

Dorney Park & Wild Water Kingdom
Coca Cola Park Hawk Mountain
Outlet Shops at the Sands Casino 

Promenade Shops in Saucon Valley
Bear Creek Mountain Resort

Historic Downtown Bethlehem   
Allentown Art Museum    

Lehigh Valley Zoo!   ! Main Street, Emmaus
The Crayola Factory!   ! DaVinci Science Center
ArtsQuest at SteelStacks! Farmer’s Markets
Samuel Adams Brewery ! Various Wineries

and more!

hosted by:

St. Paul
Emmaus, PA

at the 
Holiday Inn Conference Center

Lehigh Valley, PA 

don’t miss the 
Pan-Orthodox Marketplace!

shop for everything from icons
 to vestments, literature, 

Orthodox children’s crafts, 
religious gifts and jewelry.

for a full list of events, 
services 

&
more information 

please visit:

 saintpaulemmaus.org/plc-2013 

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/edplc2013

July 3-7, 2013

friendly 
reminder:

Creative Arts 
submission 
deadline is 

April 1!

Parish Life Conference for the 
Diocese of Wichita & Mid‐America 

 
 

June 5‐8, 2013 ‐ Kansas City, Missouri 
at the fabulous 

Westin Crown Center 
 

Hosted by: 
St. Basil Antiochian Orthodox Church 

 
Visit us at   or www.plckc2013.com 

Communities in Action

cut. He reminded the 
fl ock that we are the 
church of the resur-
rection.
is in our midst! We are 
the recipients of true 
life, both now and for-
ever.
of Liturgy, Sayidna 
offered a two-year 
memorial service for 
Sub-deacon Michael 
(Robert) Rudloff, 
who faithfully served 
our mission from its 
inception. The
day School children 
presented a program 
about the Forefathers 
of Christ and sang sev-
eral Orthodox Christ-
mas hymns. His Grace 
then answered ques-
tions from members of 
the parish. The morn-
ing concluded with 
a “fast food” potluck 
meal (the food tasted 
so good, we almost 
thought we weren’t 
fasting!). Joining His 
Grace at the services 
were Deacon Peter 
Maris and Sub-deacon 
Ben Daniel.

day with hearts full of 
joy – for Christ was in 
our midst!
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THIS POPULAR TITLE IS NOW AVAILABLE IN ITS 3RD EDITION 
The Services of Great and Holy Week and Pascha 

SPECIFICATIONS: 
 

855 PAGES TOTAL 
Length 9.5” x Width 6.5” x 1” 
Two-Tone Print (Red & Black) 

High Quality White Bible Paper 
Gold Gilded Edges 

Double-Ribbon Markers 
Hardbound—Black Leather 

Gold-Embossed Cover 
Lightweight (26 OZ) 

Smyth Sewn* Casebound  Binding: 
(*i.e. the book remains flat when opened) 

ORDER FORM 
Please send me ____ COPY(IES) of The Services of Great and Holy Week and Pascha 
(Third Edition) for the cost of $35.00 each.  For single orders, please include $5.95 for 
Shipping & Handling within the U.S., or $10.95 to Canada.  For orders of two (2) or more 
books, please add 15% Shipping & Handling within the U.S., or 30% to Canada. 
 

I have enclosed U.S. $______ which include the Shipping and Handling. Please send to: 
 

NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
             

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Edited by the V. Rev. John G. Winfrey.  This volume contains the 
complete text for the Services of Great & Holy Week & Pascha.  All of the 
rubrics have been corrected with the text found in The Liturgikon.  Also, 
the text in the Hymns is completely edited to match the Hymns of Kazan’s 
Holy Week (Byzantine Project #3).   
 

This book is a “must have” for every Orthodox Christian! 
GET YOUR COPY TODAY! 

PRICE: $35.00 per copy (plus Shipping & Handling) 

Publications Department 
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 THE BOOK OF THE EPISTLES 
AN ORTHODOX LECTIONARY 

SPECIFICATIONS: 
510 PAGES TOTAL 

Length 9.25” x Width 6.25” x 1.5” 
Two-Tone Print (Red & Black) 

High Quality Cream White Paper 
Gold Gilded Edges & Gold-Embossed Cover 

Two Ribbon Markers 
Hardbound—Red Leather 

Lightweight (29.4 OZ) 
Smyth Sewn* Casebound  Binding 

Easy-to-Read Font 

ORDER FORM 
Please send me ____ COPY(IES) of THE BOOK OF THE EPISTLES (An Orthodox 
Lectionary) for the cost of $60.00 each.  For Shipping & Handling within the Lower 
United States please add 12% of the Total. (For Canada, 15% of Total for S&H) 
 

I have enclosed U.S. $______ which include Shipping and Handling. Please send to: 
 
 

NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
             

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Endorsed by His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP as the Official Lec-
tionary of the Self-Ruled Antiochian Archdiocese of North America, the 
Book of the Epistles makes its debut in 2010. Compiled by Fr. Charles 
Baz, and reviewers include Fr. Paul Tarazi, Fr. David Hester, Dn. Ezra Ham.  
Thoroughly prepared and well-produced. 
 

This book is a “must have” for every Orthodox Church! 
GET YOUR COPY TODAY! 

PRICE: $60.00 per copy (Plus 12% Shipping & Handling) 

2013 DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
& THE WEST

PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE

Hosted by St. Luke 
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Garden Grove, CA
July 3 - July 7, 2013

Crowne Plaza Resort ~ Garden Grove, CA
Reservations (800) 233-9527

Mention “St. Luke’s 2013 Annual Conference”
Conference Rate:  $119+tax/night

Or go to www.PLC2013.org and follow the hotel link.

Keynote Speaker:  Archpriest Dr. John Behr 
Dean of St. Vladimir Orthodox Theological Seminary.

Fr. John will address the topic of “The End of History… The Last Judgment.”

Conference Highlights:
Holy Services and Sunday Hierarchical Divine Liturgy,
Children and Teen Activities, Kids Club, Workshops,

Oratorical Contest, 4th of July Family Night, 
Order of St. Ignatius Dinner,

Friday Evening Family Dinner & Entertainment,
Bible Bowl & Ice Cream Shoppe Social,

Awards Lunch/Choir Festival

For Event Registration, Conference forms,
and more detailed information, 
please visit www.PLC2013.org

Early Bird Event Registration Deadline May 1, 2013

THE ORDER • 358 MOUNTAIN ROAD •  ENGLEWOOD, NJ  07631

Families who have received solid, concrete-fl oor homes 
from Project Mexico no longer have to fear the rain – because of you 

and your support through The Order of St. Ignatius.

Join The Order of St. Ignatius today! To learn more, call 201-871-1355, 
e-mail: theorder@antiochian.org or visit www.orderofstignatius.org.

WE BUILD UP LIVES BY  
PROVIDING HOMES.
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