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 A Sisterhood Serving Christ Through Serving Others  

    
In the Name of the FatherIn the Name of the FatherIn the Name of the FatherIn the Name of the Father    

 and of the Son  and of the Son  and of the Son  and of the Son     
and of the Holy Spirit.and of the Holy Spirit.and of the Holy Spirit.and of the Holy Spirit.    

 

O Christ, Our God,  
We are all pledged to serve 
Thee with our whole being. 
Help us to continue to work 
for Thee through our Church, 
Without seeking praise,  

Without seeking  
personal gain, 

Without judging others,  
Without a feeling that we  
have worked hard enough 

and now must  
allow ourselves rest. 
Give us strength to do  
what is right and help us  
to go on striving and  

to remember that activities  
are not the main thing in life. 
The most important  thing is 
to have our hearts directed 
and attuned to Thee. 

 
AmenAmenAmenAmen 

Calendar  2009 
May  

    2   Diocese Meeting  

                Cambridge 

June 

   26-28  Parish Life Conference 

         Host  St George Lawrence 

July 

 

August 

 

September  

    19-20  Food Fair/Bazaar    

                       Worcester       

October 

   15 Fashion Show   Worcester 

         Bazaar  West Roxbury 

SPRING 2009 
Diocese Meeting   ~   May 2   ~   St Mary Cambridge 

NORTH AMERICAN BOARD MID-WINTER MEETINGS  
The North American Board (NAB) Meetings were held at  

Antiochian Village on February 6-8. Meetings are held for all  

organizations (Antiochian Women, Fellowship of St John, Youth 

Department, North American Student Board, Christian Education, 

Teen SOYO) twice a year, often at the Village. Among those at  

the meetings were NAB Vice President Violet Robbat and New 

England Public Relations Coordinator Pam Samara. The Summer 

meetings will be in July at the Archdiocese Convention  in  

California. Up to six delegates from our Diocese can be 

given a stipend to attend. This is a wonderful opportunity 

to meet women from around the country and Canada, 

comparing notes about all that we do in our parishes. A 

special luncheon is planned for the Convention to celebrate 

the 35th Anniversary of Antiochian Women. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  ~  Dr Nora Walker   

SPECIAL NEEDS OF US ALL 

                Diversity is the best way to describe the composition of any group of people –  

especially in any religious community.  We pay lip service to tolerance and acceptance,  and 

then we show disdain when one does not conform to the standard of “normality”, whatever 

that is.  A person diagnosed with Down syndrome, for example, is acknowledged to be a  

special needs person.  Likewise, someone who is blind, lame or crippled receives all kinds of 

assistance to alleviate the disability.   

                But, what of the individual who is obese – to whatever degree – or exceedingly tall 

or short, or one who exhibits borderline intelligence.  How do we deal with someone who is 

reasonably intelligent, but who exhibits a tendency to be hyper-critical of others?  And there 

are others who can’t resist reminding someone of their “differentness “ however kindly .   

                Those are some instances which are visible.  There are many sensitivities which are 

not apparent.  You never know when you may be causing pain and anguish by a well-

meaning remark about a person’s outer appearance or inner despair.  There may be many, 

many of us who have special needs.   

Be alert!  Be considerate! Be careful before speaking! 

PROJECT ‘09: “CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS”  
MaryLou Catelli, of St. Mary Pawtucket, is an instructor in the Graduate School of Education 

at Providence College. She has provided us with copies of a pamphlet that she uses in  

her Special Needs Classes, titled “Target The Problem!”  It fits nicely with the Antiochian  

Women’s Project this year. Check it out. Copies are being distributed at  our Diocese  

meeting , and can be mailed or  emailed to anyone unable to attend the meeting.   

More information is available at http://www.readingrockets.org/target 



St. George Worcester               
At the Divine Liturgy on  

Sunday, December 14th, 2008   

Deacon Seraphim Solof was elevated to the  

rank and dignity of Archdeacon at the hands of  

His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP. 

On Saturday nite, there was a  

Parish Dinner which was enjoyed  

by many parishioners and guests.  

Axios! May God grant you  

many years! 
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With Father Ed Hughes 

Archdeacon Seraphim with  

Elizabeth, Joseph and Marta 

St John of Damascus Church   Sunday February 22, 2009                                

On this 2
nd

 Annual Organizational Appreciation Day, I am truly honored to have been given the opportunity to make  

this presentation of the St. John Award  to my aunt, Laurice Kurker.  She  has sung in the Choir for many years--all of 

the years our parish has been in Dedham, all the years our Parish was on Museum Rd, and 

all the way back to 1954, when our church was originally on Hudson St. in Boston. 

 

Laurice has also served faithfully on the Virgin Mary Society for many years.    Each  

member of the Virgin Mary Society  puts countless hours into preparing food for the  

annual Bazaar.  They begin their food preparation in the summer of each year, and work 

diligently right up to the Bazaar in November, preparing delectable Arabic foods and  

pastries.  Then, they serve faithfully throughout the Bazaar by taking food orders and  

preparing the meals.  Their tireless efforts result  in the bulk of the Bazaar fund raising and 

are key to the continued operation and maintenance of our church.  Then during the “off 

season”, they kick back and make a few hundred sfeehas to raise more funds in the spring. 

 

She not only was a member of the Virgin Mary Society going back to the mid 60s, but has served a few terms as Vice 

President.  and occasionally, as Acting President.  She is presently a Co-President along with Mary Shagoury.  She 

has been active for many years in the NE Region of Antiochian Women, now the Diocese of Worcester and New 

England, and has ably represented her Church and the Virgin Mary Society in this Diocesan women’s group, assum-

ing several leadership positions over the years. 

 

One of our parish’s organizations was called the Crusaders.—it eventually evolved into the Fellowship,  and Laurice 

served as the first Recording Secretary back in 1945.   She then served as our Parish Secretary from 1969-1992 as a 

“part-time” employee.  What part-time meant to her was working in the office more than a typical full time em-

ployee, and putting in whatever hours were required to get the job done right.  As a result, she donated countless 

hours to her parish over the years as its Secretary. One of the behind the scenes duties over the past 14 years that 

Laurice has undertaken has been the cleaning of the Communion cloths.  Since the cloths contain the Body and 

Blood of Christ, there is a whole process that is required to properly wash the cloths and dispose of the water used 

to wash them. 

 

Laurice Kurker and her husband, Ed, are thought of as St. John’s Welcome Wagon.  They go out of their way to wel-

come visitors to our Parish and frequently ask them to join them at coffee hour.  They also help make new Clergy 

and Seminarians feel welcomed at St. John’s.  No doubt several people have joined the parish as a result of their 

warm receptions.  Laurice Kurker has been an inspiration to many in our parish and  is truly deserving of receiving 

the St. John Award at this  Second Annual Organizational Appreciation Day.  Thank you Laurice,  for all that you’ve 

done for St. John’s over the years.    

 

Presented by Robert Kurker on behalf of the Executive Board, Church of St. John of Damascus, Dedham     

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 
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DIOCESE MEETING  

JANUARY 31, 2009   

ST JOHN   DEDHAM 



Please send me items of interest for  
inclusion in the next Newsletter  

Activities?    Trivia?    Photos of your group?  
Notes about Members?    Special Programs? 

 
Pam Samara 

304 Maple Ave   Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
pms@townisp.com 

Be sure to check out our Diocese website   
http://www.antiochian.org/neraocwna   

for more news and photos, as well as the Archdiocese site  
http://www.antiochian.org/women   

for news of our sisters across the country.   

SPRING FLING 

MUSEUM OF RUSSIAN ICONS 

 

On April 4 we had our Spring 

Fling at the Museum of Russian 

Icons in Clinton, followed by 

lunch at a nearby restaurant. The 

Museum itself is beautiful, but 

the icons were magnificient.  

 

There were only 12 people in our 

group, but all agreed that it was 

such a wonderful trip that many 

are making plans to go back.   

For those who have not visited 

yet, the Museum is open every 

day and no reservations are 

needed. The special exhibits we saw were “Two Museums, 

One Culture”, icons on loan from the State Tretyakov Gallery, 

in Moscow, and “Palekh: From Icons to Souvenir Boxes to 

Icons”, items made using the Russian folk handicraft of minia-

ture painting. Although these exhibits are no longer available, 

there is always something 

new to see when you visit 

the Museum.   Special 

thanks to Priscilla Goss 

for coordinating this trip. 

Suggestions for future 

Spring or Fall Flings are  

always welcome. 

LENTEN RETREAT     
SATURDAY MARCH 7 

ST GEORGE CHURCH  NORWOOD 

 

Orthodox Christian Unity: 

What, Why, Why Not Yet? 
Presented by  

Dr. Elizabeth H. Prodromou 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to KhLouise Ferguson 

for coordinating this retreat  

and to the ladies of St George  

for our luncheon. 

HOLY TRINITY NURSING & REHAB CENTER 

Member of St Ignatius from our Diocese attended a 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Washburn House in 
Worcester to celebrate the merger of the two  
facilities to be called Holy Trinity Washburn House.  


