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EDITORIAL

O RTHODOXY MEANS “RIGHT FAITH AND
right worship,” but being right is not what
being an Orthodox Christian is about.

Following Christ, bringing His truth to the world
and baptizing all nations in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, is the commission given to
Christians by Jesus. To bring the
Word to people and to baptize
them into the Church requires
both a presentation that is palat-
able and a positive response. The
fulfillment of our commission
requires more than an articula-
tion of the truth; it requires the
sharing and acceptance of Jesus
Christ. It requires preparation of
both the missionary and the cat-
echumen. It may also require an
example of holiness on the part
of the message bearer, and openness on behalf of
the hearer. It is not enough to be right. Christians
must express the love, peace and joy necessary for
others to embrace the truth. Christians need to be
aware of the tactics of the enemy, the rebelliousness
of human nature, the circumstances of our neigh-
bors and the temptations that we face. In order to
deliver God’s message in a way that allows us to
bring the hearers to God, we need to
learn how to be faithful to Him, and then
put that faithfulness into action.

God prepared His people with four-
teen generations, plus fourteen genera-
tions, plus fourteen generations, of
prophets and kings before His Word
became flesh, embracing our humanity.
In our fast-paced world, we sometimes think that a
single sermon or word should transform the world.
Christians must learn God’s own patience when
sharing with others. We must recognize that, for a
variety of reasons and circumstances, the listener
may not be ready to fully hear or respond to God’s
own call to them. Rather than being discouraged, let
us remember that God will use us one day to pre-
pare the ground, another day to plant and still
another day to prune or harvest. Recognizing the

Christian ministry as His and not ours, gives us the
freedom to have His patience and to recognize that
His perspective, not ours, is the one that counts.

Expectations of ourselves or our neighbors will
poison any encounter. Reality never competes with
fantasy, and our expectations of how others should

respond or how we should feel
when we bear witness to Christ
will frustrate and disappoint us.
Christ came to us as a human
being, without status or loftiness.
In the Church, we share with
each other as fellow human
beings, without special status or
titles. God embraces us, loves us
and guides us from our own
place. He calls us by our names,
and He allows us to call Him by
name as well. He meets us in our

humanity with all of our weaknesses and imperfec-
tions. It is from this place that He lifts us up and
shares His life. We must avoid putting each other on
pedestals, imagining that one is greater than others.
Such actions will always disappoint us and put
unreasonable pressure on our relationships. We are
all one mistake away from a failure, all in need of
Christ.

Timetables will destroy our relation-
ships. God gives us time to respond, and
puts each of us in charge of when and
how we will relate to Him. Unlike those
who sell time-share properties, we don’t
need to make a decision today to get the
property at the optimal price. Christ
offers us Himself again and again, and

then waits for our own response. Recognizing that
the ministry is Christ’s and not our own gives us
permission to share without requiring an immediate
response. Thus, we can be faithful and positive
without the pressure of closing a deal at each
encounter.

Since the world may not have seen enough
Christian joy to know that she should want it, being
a Christian example is essential. The hearer of
God’s message must be able to recognize holiness in
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We need to recognize the enemy and his strate-
gies. Our enemy is not flesh and blood, but a liar and
spiritual death. His strategies include busyness, sta-
tus in the fallen world, a desire to collect unneces-
sary things, lust of power and assaults on the reputa-
tions of persons. We must be guarded and careful.

While the truth must be preached in all places
and in all times, it must be demonstrated with all of
the patience, love and joy of our Lord Himself. The
truth is not a commodity that can be traded or con-
trolled. Truth does not belong to us who are in the
fallen world; it belongs to Christ, who is both before
the fall and after the end times. Truth belongs to
Christ, who ultimately says it is not His own, but
comes from the Father who sent Him to be the sav-
ior of this world. It is not Christ’s will to exclude us
by judgment. It is His will to embrace us in His
Word, in order to include and save mankind.

4 The Word
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the life of the Christian, in order for the message to
be credible. The Christian must work had to be the
example of the message he proclaims. No reason-
able person would imagine he could receive some-
thing from one who does not have that which he
offers to give. Christians who wish to convert others
must be converted to their own message first.
Growing in our own Christian journey is the best
way to preach by example.

We must not presume to know our neighbors’
circumstances. Human conditions not yet known to
us may make it difficult to hear a message of peace
and hope. A hungry man would listen better if the
sounds of his empty stomach were not so loud to
keep him from hearing. Sometimes we must listen
to discover human needs, and then meet those
needs, before attempting to meet needs that are
spiritual.
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B ELOVED HIERARCHS, CLERGY,
Trustees, and All Faithful of
this God-Protected and Self-

Ruled Archdiocese:
Greetings and Blessings to all of

you in the Name of our Lord Jesus
Christ on this Eve of the New Year!

Since our return from Damascus on
October 18, 2003, we have been very
busy with the detailed planning of the
first steps that must be taken in order
that we properly implement the self-
rule status that was granted to this
Archdiocese by the resolution of the
Holy Synod of Antioch. The official
English translation of this resolution
was previously sent to you to be read
from the pulpit. We have also
received many questions from our
clergy and faithful who are rightfully
interested in understanding the next
steps, and the time frame for those
steps. This letter addresses some, but
not all of those
questions. We

LETTER CONCERNING SELF-RULE

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
OF NORTH AMERICA

358 MOUNTAIN ROAD
ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07631-3798

201-871-1355     FAX: 201-871-7954

December 31, 2003

must all be patient, and understand
that events must happen in a certain
order, to insure that the best interests
of the Church are being served. As St.
Paul teaches, “Let all things be done
decently and in order” (1 Corinthians
14:40).

Now that our self-rule status is
final, the first step will be for us to
integrate the Synodal resolution into
the Archdiocese Constitution. We will
accomplish this integration by the
amendment process that is specified
in our current constitution. As such,
we will call a special convention con-
sistent with Article V, Section 2 of our
current constitution. This special
convention will be held from Friday,
July 16 through Sunday, July 18,
2004 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Delegates are expected to arrive in
Pittsburgh on Thursday, July 15. The
date and location has been chosen so
that the clergy of the Archdiocese
can proceed directly

from the special convention to the
biennial Clergy Symposium that is
scheduled from July 19 through July
23 at the Antiochian Village. All cler-
gy, parishes, and missions must be
represented either in person or by
legal proxy, as is the case at our regu-
lar conventions. The parish will grant
their priest time off from his pastoral
duties, as well as travel and living
expenses for his attendance at this
special convention. Specific informa-
tion regarding the hotel and agenda
for this special convention will follow
in the near future.

Our intention is to have two major
items on the agenda for this special

February 2004   5

PICTURED BELOW
Local Holy Synod of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America — (L to R) Bishop Basil, Bishop
Antoun, Metropolitan Philip and Bishop
Joseph
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convention: the approval of the
amendments which integrate the
Synodal resolution on self-rule into
the Archdiocese Constitution; and
the nomination by our General
Assembly, of candidates who will
stand for election as diocesan bish-
ops. The nominations will occur
according to Article I, Section 5 of
our current constitution. The election
will occur at a later time by the Local
Synod of the North American
Archdiocese, with the participation of
“two or three Metropolitans” desig-
nated by the Patriarch of Antioch and
invited to participate in the election.

As stated above, our clergy and
faithful have asked many additional
questions regarding the implementa-
tion of self-rule. Some information
can be given now, as follows:

1. We will be drawing diocesan
boundaries that will become the
jurisdictions of the diocesan
bishops. Although these dioce-
ses may resemble the current
regions, there will likely be
changes, as well as the creation
of new dioceses that do not cor-
respond exactly to any of the
existing regions. This is neces-

sary to insure that our diocesan
bishops have the maximum
opportunity to visit their flocks,
and make personal contact with
them. The specification of
diocesan boundaries is likely to
be done before the special con-
vention is convened.

2. The enthronement of our cur-
rent bishops into specific dioce-
ses will occur some time after
the special convention. The con-
secration and enthronement of
newly-elected bishops will occur
sometime after their election.

3. There is no plan to establish
Diocesan Assemblies in the fore-
seeable future since we have
Diocesan Parish Life
Conferences.

4. The diocesan bishops will have
additional duties and responsi-
bilities as appropriate. We will
however, preserve the strong
unity of this Archdiocese under
the leadership of the
Metropolitan.

5. Commemorations — The
Metropolitan will commemorate
the Patriarch of Antioch, the
Holy Synod of Antioch, and the

Local Holy Synod of the
Archdiocese. The Diocesan
Bishop will commemorate the
Metropolitan and the Local Holy
Synod of the Archdiocese. The
clergy will commemorate the
Metropolitan, followed by the
Diocesan Bishop. The commem-
oration of the Diocesan Bishops
will begin after the special con-
vention in July.

Together we have much difficult
work ahead of us. Let us pray fervent-
ly that the Holy Spirit will continue to
guide us, so that our work may be
pleasing to our Lord Jesus Christ, for
the Glory of His Holy Name, and the
Glory of His Church.

Your Father in Christ,
Metropolitan Philip

Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America
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PICTURED BELOW
Fr. George Kevorkian, Bishop Basil, Bishop
Antoun, Metropolitan Philip and Bishop
Joseph meet on December 29 and 30 in
Englewood. Fr. George is hierarchical
assistant and records minutes of the Local
Synod meetings.
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THE FIRST MEETING OF THE
Local Holy Synod of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian

Archdiocese of North America was
held on Monday, December 29 and
Tuesday, December 30, 2003 at the
Archdiocese Headquarters in
Englewood, New Jersey. The meeting
was historic in that it represented the
first time that the bishops have met
as a Local Holy Synod, after the
granting of self-rule status to the
Archdiocese by the Holy Synod of
Antioch in October 2003.

His Eminence Metropolitan Philip,
Primate of the Archdiocese, presided.
In attendance were three of the
Antiochian Bishops of North
America: His Grace Bishop Antoun,
His Grace Bishop Joseph, and His
Grace Bishop Basil. His Grace Bishop
Demetri was not in attendance.

The focus of this meeting was to
reach agreement on several very
important topics which will allow the
orderly implementation of self-rule.

First, the plans for the special con-
vention were discussed. This special
convention will be convened in
Pittsburgh, PA during the weekend of
July 16-18, 2004. The special conven-
tion will have two primary agenda
items, which will be discussed and
voted upon by the entire General
Assembly of the Archdiocese: the
approval of amendments to the
Archdiocese Constitution which are

necessary for the implementation of
self-rule; and the nomination of can-
didates who will stand for election as
diocesan bishops of this Archdiocese.
The Local Holy Synod of the
Archdiocese of North America will
elect the new diocesan bishops some-
time after this special convention.

Second, two documents were
reviewed which put forth the Rights
and Responsibilities of the Metro-
politan, and the Rights and Respon-
sibilities of the Diocesan Bishops.
These documents specify, in detail,
the working relationships between
the Primate of the Archdiocese, and
his diocesan bishops, who will receive
enhanced responsibilities within their
dioceses. These documents were
approved unanimously.

Third, the bishops reviewed a docu-
ment which specifies the proposed
structure of the Archdiocese. Each
diocese was identified, along with the
cathedral which will serve as the seat
of the diocesan bishop, and the geo-
graphical boundaries of each diocese.
This document was also approved
unanimously.

The final discussion involved the
status of Bishop Demetri. The Synod
agreed on a course of action but will
postpone implementation until
January 23, 2004, which is the sched-
uled date for the court case to be
heard. This postponement will insure
that there is no interference in any

way with the legal proceedings.
However, the latest date for the
implementation of the course of
action will be February 23, 2004.
Until that time, Bishop Demetri’s sta-
tus will remain as it was specified in
the Metropolitan’s letter of July 14,
2003. To quote from that letter, “I
have also directed Bishop Demetri
not to preach or preside at any litur-
gical service during the time that he
is under treatment or this matter is
under investigation.”

With the enthusiastic and focused
leadership of His Eminence Metro-
politan Philip, this meeting of the
Local Holy Synod of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of
North America was conducted with
an intense spirit of love, brotherhood,
and cooperation. This allowed impor-
tant issues to be debated construc-
tively, and agreements to be reached
which will pave the way for the new
era of self-rule for this Archdiocese.

It is expected that the next meeting
of the Local Holy Synod will be held
in conjunction with the spring meet-
ing of the Archdiocese Board of
Trustees, which will be held at the
Antiochian Village in Ligonier,
Pennsylvania from June 4-6, 2004.

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
OF NORTH AMERICA

358 MOUNTAIN ROAD
ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07631-3798

201-871-1355     FAX: 201-871-7954

January 2, 2004 — Englewood, New Jersey

Historic First Meeting of the Local Holy Synod of the
Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese

of North America, held on December 29 and 30, 2003
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PATTERNS OF GIVING IN
Orthodox parishes tend to be
influenced by three key factors.

The first one is custom and tradition.
For many people, especially those
who are Orthodox by birth, their
approach to giving to the church is
often influenced most by practices
their families and their parishes have
followed for years. For long-estab-
lished parishes, systems of giving may
have been in place for generations
within the community. As much as
parish councils talk about encourag-
ing people to give more, the customs
and traditions of the past work to per-
petuate an ongoing mind-set. The
faithful of the community become
locked in to giving what they have
always given, often without thinking
much about the amount in relation to
other considerations.

Second, giving is often influenced
by parish needs. The parish council
builds a budget for the coming year,
publicizes the information to parish-
ioners, and encourages the faithful to
offer their “fair share” for the coming
year. In this same vein, a parish
building program or some other spe-
cial parish project can inspire parish
members to give a one-time donation
or a multi-year pledge toward the
advertised campaign. This kind of
need-based giving is a very common
guideline used by individuals to
decide how much to offer at a specific
point in time.

A third factor comes into play
when giving is guided by faith, by
Holy Scripture, and by the witness of
the Holy Orthodox Church.
Recognition by an individual that
God has blessed them with every-
thing they have results in an offering
of thanksgiving for all of these pre-
cious gifts. Giving which stems from

this third factor is what can motivate
Orthodox Christians to give sacrifi-
cially and proportionally in relation
to all the ways God has blessed them
in their lives. This is also the basis
upon which some give through the
principles and practices commonly
known as tithing. All three factors,
custom and tradition, parish need,
and faith-based giving, are at work to
varying degrees in parishes through-
out North America.

In many communities with long-
established parishes, a dues system of
some sort was used in the early days
of the community to guide member
giving. Each adult member or each
family was asked to give a specified
amount to the church per year in
order to be considered a member.
This system, in one form or another,
became entrenched in most parishes
and is still used by some to this day.
It is still referred to by some as the
“member dues system,” while other

communities have evolved into refer-
ring to these annual offerings as
“pledges.” By whatever name, if the
parish advertises a specific amount it
expects each adult member or each
family to give per year, this is usually
all it receives. To give beyond this
amount is often not even considered
by families and individuals. If the
parish has a special need, they may
solicit additional donations for this
purpose, but the basic amount
expected from each parishioner
becomes a matter of routine repeti-
tion from year to year.

Many Orthodox communities have
tried to move beyond this traditional
system of making an annual offering
to the church based on an announced
dues amount or a prescribed mini-
mum pledge. In these cases, parish-
ioners are asked to make their own
decision about how much to give to
the church each year. While this sys-
tem can result in some movement
toward a truly proportional or sacrifi-
cial gift, more often than not, individ-
uals and families still give based on
what they have always given and/or
on what they feel the church needs.
Even when parish leaders and stew-
ardship committees produce pro-
grams that talk about the need to give
based on how much we have been
blessed by God, people tend to give
not much beyond what they have
always given. It becomes quite diffi-
cult to break these trends, so parishes
are forced to rely on yet another
long-standing tradition when it comes
to generating the funds needed to
operate the parish and to underwrite
identified parish projects. Fund-rais-
ing is the other mainstay of parish life
that is so entrenched that we view it
as a standard and accepted part of
parish operations.

PATTERNS OUR 
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The fact that member giving pro-
grams have not traditionally generat-
ed enough money to cover the cost of
parish operations and special projects
has led to reliance on fund-raisers to
make up the difference. Communities
have, over the years, proved to be
very creative, resourceful, and imagi-
native when it comes to planning and
implementing fund-raising projects.
Everything from festivals, dinners,
luncheons, dances, fashion shows,
cotillions, and merchandise and food
sales of all types have been used to
raise money for the church. Script
sales, rummage sales, bake sales, toy
sales, and sales of just about anything
people might buy have been tried at
one time or another. In recent years,
it has become quite common for
parishes to utilize their facilities dur-
ing the weekdays for day care centers
and preschool programs. These not
only generate significant revenue for
churches, they also give parishes a
positive presence in the surrounding
community by providing a much-
needed service to families in the
immediate vicinity of the church.
There are even communities who
own real estate that generates rev-
enue in some fashion. Senior citizen
housing and even businesses of one
sort or another on these parcels
become major and ongoing stems of
income for parishes. In addition to
the financial assistance parishes real-
ize from the myriad of fund-raising
endeavors they sponsor, there is a
certain amount of fellowship which
comes along with the planning and
implementation of these projects.
Members of the parish enjoy working
together to make these events suc-
cessful. This offering of time and tal-
ents is part of a faithful Orthodox
Christian’s stewardship. After all, the

giving of time, talents, and resources
is what Christian stewardship means.

So, this combination of giving
through dues, pledges, and fund-rais-
ers has brought parishes to where
they are today. Many are doing very
well by following these practices.
They have solid membership cores,
beautiful church buildings, social
halls, and classroom facilities, and
out-reach programs of various types.
While some parishes struggle under
the burden of financial limitations,
we seldom hear, thank God, of parish-
es failing due to lack of funds. The
dedication of our clergy and the com-
mitment of our faithful laity give our

communities throughout North
America a vibrant presence in cities,
states, and provinces in the north,
south, east, and west.

Yet, there is a major flaw in this
picture. Of the three factors that
influence our patterns of giving, only
one is founded in scriptural teach-
ings. Furthermore, while there is
nothing inherently wrong with fund-
raisers, relying on their revenue to
allow individual members to give less
is not consistent with Church teach-
ings. The only method of giving that
is consistent with Church teachings
and traditions is that which comes
from the belief that all we have is a
gift from God. Our offering to the
church is in thanksgiving fro those
blessings. Through baptism we are
Orthodox Christians. Paying dues or
minimum pledges are not needed to
establish that commitment. What is
needed is to offer our time, our tal-
ents, and our resources in recognition
of the fact that they are gifts from
God. Looking to the money generated
from fund-raisers to help cover the
obligations of parish operations is not
consistent with Church teachings.
The Bible is clear in its guidance
about how faithful Christians should
give of their resources to the church.
In 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 we read, “This
is how one should regard us, as stew-
ards of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. Moreover, it is
required of stewards that they be
found trustworthy.” It is not easy to
be a good steward. God holds us to a
high standard because He has given
us so much by virtue of His faith in
our ability to utilize those gifts to glo-
rify His name. Stewardship begins
with our profession of faith in God
and in His teachings. Following this
expression of faith, we are required to

OF GIVING By RON NICOLA
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thing they have
results in an offer-
ing of thanksgiving
for all of these pre-
cious gifts.
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be trustworthy. This means the giving
of our time, talents, and resources.
Not two of the three, not a lot of our
time but very little of our talent and
resources, not a lot of money but
none of our time. We must give gen-
erously of all three to be true to our
expressed belief in God and faith in
His teachings.

In Genesis 2:15, it is written, “The
Lord God took the man and put him
in the Garden of Eden to till it and
keep it.” It is our responsibility to
care for our churches, not the
responsibility of others to fulfill our
obligations. Our offerings must be
sufficient to cover parish operations.
Fund-raising revenue has its place,
but it must never be thought of as a
way of reducing the commitment
God expects from us in terms of the
giving of our resources to the glory of
God. “Honor the Lord with your sub-
stance and with the first fruits of all
your produce; then your barns will be
filled with plenty, and your vats will
be bursting with wine.” This message
from Proverbs 3:9-10 reminds us that
our offering to God must come first in
our yearly, our monthly, or our week-
ly financial planning. Considering all
of the blessings we have received
from God and determining how to
show our thanks through the offering
of our time, our talent,
and our resources takes
careful planning and
serious prayer. In terms
of our resources, think-
ing about how we spend
our money and how we
allocate our resources is
required. First we must
decide how much we
should offer the Lord to
truly show our thanks
and appreciation. Then
we need to put our
financial house in order
to meet our needs and
those of our family
while we offer to God
what we feel is right and
necessary.

Scriptural-based giv-
ing is very different
from the practices of
paying annual dues and
pledges, deciding how

much to give based on parish needs,
and fund-raising to help pay the
church’s bills. Sacrificial giving and
giving in proportion to what we have
received from God leads us toward
the concept of tithing. In the minds of
most, this means offering ten percent
of our gross revenue to the glory of
God. Parishes and individual
Orthodox Christians who commit to
begin this journey need not focus too
heavily on the word “tithing” or on
the ten percent level of giving right
from the start. While it is clear to
many that this is what the Bible and
Church tradition dictates, thinking in
terms of a percentage and giving 1%
or 2% or 5% as a first step will mark
an important break from the patterns
of giving so common in many parish-
es. Examining the patterns of giving
at work in our parishes is something
parish councils and stewardship com-
mittees should do as they make plans
to move their community forward
toward the goal of proportional or
sacrificial giving. Encouraging parish-
ioners to give as a measure of their
faith and not according to set mini-
mums, the amounts of past pledges,
or parish needs will take time to
implement fully. The first step in this
process, however, must be to recog-
nize that faith-based giving is the

desired goal. The patterns of giving
followed by so many for years and
years, while well-intentioned and
based on faithful devotion, need to be
changed if our churches are to grow
and progress to their full potential.
The time to start is now and the way
to start is to launch an open-minded,
patient, and loving look at what has
motivated our past practices.
Comparing these findings to what is
really prescribed in the Bible will
reveal the path we need to begin fol-
lowing. May God be with you on your
journey.

Ron Nicola is Chairman of the
Archdiocese Department of
Stewardship.

Department of Stewardship Workshop participants at St. Nicholas Church, Grand Rapids, MI
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Spiritual
Necessities
3

M ANY OF US STRUGGLE
in our daily spiritual lives.
We don ’t like to pray

because it is hard to sit still or remain
focused. Perhaps we sense that the
fruits of the Spirit (love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, self-control [Gal.
5:22-23]) are in short supply in our
lives. The only joy we have is in our
worldly pursuits and distractions,
while our Church “life” is only a mat-
ter of going through the motions.

The truth is that the Christian life
offers great rewards for us, if we only
make a little effort. God is waiting to
share His blessings with us, if only we
would reach out for them. The gifts of
the spiritual life require us to carry
out three tasks: worship, prayer and
meditation. By regularly involving
ourselves in these three activities, we
open the door to Paradise.

We worship God, the
Scriptures say, in Spirit and
in Truth (Jn. 4:23-24). To

know the truth, we must first learn.
The ancient Church, just as today,
devoted itself to the study of
Scripture and the Traditions of the
Apostles, which in turn formed the
hymnody of Church worship. We
learn about God by entering into the
worship of the Church and hearing
the praises of God for His “mighty
acts” (Ps. 150:2).

Worship gives us reasons to trust in
God: we see how He has been faithful

to every
generation.
We recol-
lect the
great saints
and see the
m a g n i f i -
cent and
transform-
ing power
of God in
their lives.
Our hope is built up as we listen to
the services. Finally, we desire to
reach out to God.

This leads to prayer. In
prayer, we answer God’s call
to us. Having realized all

that He has done for us, how He has
tried to reach us, we pray to draw
closer to Him. Prayer is the response
we have when we realize that God is
listening and actively involved in our
lives.

However, we will soon notice that
prayer and worship are difficult tasks.
It seems as though our minds are full
of distracting thoughts. Dreams and
fantasies come and take us far away
from the words of our prayer. While
we may be able to focus on TV, work
or a game with perfect concentration,
our prayer life becomes hard work
with little reward. There seems to be
no benefit as our minds flutter from
thought to thought.

We have also learned, through wor-
ship and prayer, about our own fall-

enness. We sense our sinfulness, and
our consciences begin to harass us
with memories of the past. This
makes worship and prayer painful,
since we realize our remoteness from
God and the many injuries we bear
from the past.

This is when the Fathers
counsel us to practice medi-
tation. Meditation is inner

silence, at first only a few minutes
each day, where we set aside the wor-
ries and cares of the day and try to
examine ourselves. We look at our
thoughts and feelings, trying to find
their root causes.

Meditation is the art of listening to
ourselves and to God. After all, He is
trying to speak to us, love us, comfort
us … but we are too filled with junk
from the past to even notice. Our
lives are filled with busyness and
noise, so that the perception of God’s
presence is impossible.

Once we begin to meditate, we can
start to identify the things that are

1 First is worship.

Second is prayer2
3 Third is meditation

By FR.  GEORGE AQUARO
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keeping us
from God. This
is when we can
use the Sacra-
ment of Con-
fession to
“clean house.”
With the help
of our father
confessor, we
can turn over
our sins to God
and have Him
remove them.
Perhaps we
might have to
make restitu-
tion to those
we have
harmed, but
the reward is
freedom from
the bondages
of guilt. We
realize our per-
sonal failings
and character
defects, and
ask God to
help us learn
new ways of
behaving.

By cleansing our consciences, we
find prayer and worship become easi-
er and more enjoyable. We have
peace, and the fruits of the Spirit
appear in ever-increasing amounts
within us. Our life in the Church
becomes more vital and alive, as we
draw closer to others and value our
relationships. In turn, our increased
worship and prayer fan within us the
desire to meditate on God’s goodness.
They form an ascending, circular
staircase to the Heavenly Kingdom.

Gradually, through our own disci-
pline and the Grace of God, these
three activities help us sharpen our
spirituality. We attain more clarity

and learn to focus our thoughts. In
fact, one of the greatest gifts of prac-
ticing worship, prayer and meditation
together is the ability to be totally
free of the past and untroubled about
the future. After all, we have drawn
closer to God and learned to depend
on Him through our spiritual works.

By cleansing our consciences and
relying on God to provide for us, we
can become totally present in each
moment of the day. Whereas we used
to be lost in worries and stress, we
can focus on each moment without a
stream of distracting thoughts racing
through our minds. We can speak
with a friend, or even enjoy an ice

cream cone,
with perfect
attentiveness
to every detail.
The world be-
comes more
vivid, and we
learn to appre-
ciate both its
magnificence
and subtleties.

If we skimp
on one of the
three tasks (or
all of them),
then we can-
not expect
anything from
our relation-
ship with God.
O r t h o d o x
Christianity is
meaningless,
just some ab-
stract notions,
unless we seek
after a real
re la t ionsh ip
with God
through these
three means.
We know that

God is infinite, and this means we
have infinite possibilities if we seek
after God … through worship, prayer
and meditation.

Fr. George Aquaro is pastor of St.
Timothy Church, Lompoc, CA.

LOGO???
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IN A RECENT CONVERSATION
with our youth I asked them,
“What is the most significant

challenge that you face in today’s
world as Orthodox Christians?” The
immediate response was, not surpris-
ingly, “peer pressure.”

Recalling those often awkward days
of middle and high school, which for
many is not a too-distant memory, we
can empathize with their straightfor-
ward answer. In the midst of the often
embarrassing experiences of puberty
and the great transition teens experi-
ence during this time, the desire to
“fit in” and “be liked,” to be “cool,”
can seem paramount.

This overriding desire to be cool
can take on a life of its own, particu-
larly given the often vicious world in
which our teens live (kids aren’t
always known for being charitable

toward one another).
The hormonal imbal-
ances, acne, and differ-
ences in height, propor-
tion, etc., can lead
many youth to doubt
their self-worth or even
to think they are
“ugly,” “fat,” or worse
— “unpopular”! Often,
their acting out is a
response to this crisis
of self-worth.

Making it even more
difficult for Orthodox
Christian youth, our
culture drives home to
an ever younger age
that being “cool” is
associated with sexual
attraction (expressed in

revealing clothing), “tolerance” (for
anything but absolute truth), and
“dissing” authority. (For those not
“in” with teen slang, “dissing” means
cutting someone or something down,
disregarding or ignoring it.)

Saying “yes” to popularity can
come at the expense of saying “no” to
God. God’s way is not arbitrary — a
pointless set of rules assigned to be a
great “kill joy” in the sky. In reality,
God loves us and knows the way that
leads to Life. He desires that we fol-
low Him because He knows the dead-
ly consequences of those who choose
to follow the way of this world. This
scenario presents particular chal-
lenges to parents and those minister-
ing to today’s Orthodox youth.

The truth is that those seeking to
conform themselves to this world —
the cultural norms of today — will

never be able to be cool enough,
good-looking enough, or strong or
rebellious enough. Fulfillment, life
itself, is and can be only found in and
through Christ. He formed us for
Himself and “through Him all things
were made,” as the Creed affirms. A
true view of ourselves and of our self-
worth can only be found and ground-
ed in who we are in Christ — “the
Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John
14:6). Unlike the culture of today,
which is here today and gone tomor-
row — and just as fleeting as teen
popularity — the Holy Trinity is the
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
He is our unchanging rock. His love
does not depend on our looks or our
popularity.

The person who begins to see him-
self or herself as His beloved child

will begin to desire less to be con-
formed to this world; instead, he or
she will begin to experience that
transformation we call deification,
which Christ revealed to His Church
on Mt. Tabor in the Transfiguration.
And this transformation is the goal of
the Orthodox Christian life — to be
changed into Christ’s likeness and
thereby united to the Lord our God,
Who is Love, Truth, Light, and
Goodness itself. In surrendering our-
selves to Him we will experience His
perfect will and find true self-worth,
grounded in the reality that we are
loved by God, LOVE Himself.

Robert Miclean is Lay Pastoral
Assistant and Youth Minister at Holy
Cross Church in Linthicum, MD.

youth ministry in focus:
COMBATING PEER PRESSURE

By ROBERT MICLEAN

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God.”

—Rom. 12:2
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ORDAINED

ELIAS NACOL to the holy diaconate
on Sunday, December 7, 2003 at St.
Michael Church in Beaumont, TX.
He is assigned to that parish.

ELEVATED

Priest JOSIAH TRENHAM to the digni-
ty of Archpriest on December 21,
2003 at St. Andrew Church,
Riverside, CA.

DECEASED

Archpriest JOHN REINHOLD of Los
Angeles, CA on December 9, 2003.
He is survived by his Khourieh,
Leonida.

AWARDED

Antonian Silver Medal to JOHN S.
McCLINTIC of Walnut Creek, CA on
January 2, 2004.

LAIC IZED

The former Archpriest GEORGE
ROMLEY, effective January 15, 2004.

Pamela, Julienne and
Sam Newey 100.00

Artina Osman 10.00
Alice Hajjar 100.00
Frederick Matook 25.00
Adele George

in Memory of her husband,
Frank F. 25.00

Jule Solomon 25.00
Laura Jones 20.00
Fr. Daniel and Helen

Donovan 20.00
Fadel Makhoul 20.00
Oweney and Sharon Owen 30.00
Michael and Johanna Habib 25.00
Evelyn Hamsey 25.00
Genieve Cohlmia 15.00
Elaine Jacobs 50.00
Moses Cassis 15.00
Nellie Mackoul 50.00
Mr. and Mrs. Allan J. Allan 100.00
Mary A. Daniels 25.00
Lily Louis

for continued good health
of my family 25.00

George and Norma Abdallah
for health and safety
of our family 25.00

Jennie T. Sadallah 5.00
Salwa Hahan 50.00
Thomas Wiswell 50.00
Elian Souad Kteily 25.00
Pat and Paul Hatch 25.00
Alma Haddad 75.00
Elie and Justine 50.00
Fr. Alister Anderson 25.00
Mr. and Mrs. Tony S. Lapa 25.00
Catherine Kouri Massad 100.00
Camille and Bushra Deeb 100.00
Keith Melville 50.00
Robert and Eleanor

Fahoome 50.00
Onek Marachilian 20.00
Violet Husni 25.00
Fouad & Gloria El-Khouri 50.00
Sally Takla and Family 20.00
Evangeline J. Saad 5.00

George Salem
in memory of Faride, Baha
and Jacqueline Salem 25.00

Sadie Salem
in memory of George
and Salwa Mosham 25.00

Florence Esper 25.00
Miriam Obeid 50.00
Rose M. Wolochowicz 25.00
Sally E. Rihbany 100.00
Elpiniki Maropoulos 25.00
Evelyn H. Perkins 25.00
Mrs. Adele Ash 25.00
Helen E. Small 10.00
Mr. and Mrs. Robert

Shammas 50.00
Nicola M. Antakli 600.00
Lillian Elias 25.00
Georges Nehme 50.00
Laurence Matalani 20.00
Paul Skaff 25.00
Anonymous 10.00
Carlos and Rosemarie

Robles 50.00
John and Michele Aber 20.00
Hafiz and Julia Nassar 200.00
George Louh 25.00
Stephen Laham 50.00
George Fasheh 10.00
Virginia Tschanz 30.00
Tali and Maryann Bashour 300.00
George S. Joseph 50.00
George Hatab 25.00
Rosette Khoury 30.00
Louis N. Arbeene 25.00

DONATIONS to The WORD

Fathalla N. Tahan $25.00
Margaret and Michael Sturm 15.00
F.C. and C.L. Nackel 200.00
Evelyn and Selma Abdo 50.00
George Hatab

in Memory of my parents
Salim and Mounira
Abou Hatab 20.00

Fr. Franklin S. Emmert 60.00
James Rihbany 50.00
Samir Bishara 20.00
Bruce E. Colver

in Memory of Gerlaine
“Connie” Colver 100.00

Russell and Colleen Khouri 20.00
Margaret Sturm 10.00
Walid and Cheryl Khalife 200.00
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The participants, from left to right, were: Dr. Samer Farah, Dr. Bouthaina Shaaban-
Minister of Expatriates, Metropolitan PHILIP, Dr. Imad Moustapha - acting Syrian
Ambassador to the US, Hassana Mardam Bey - Advisor

METROPOLITAN HOSTS
DELEGATION

On December 16th, 2003, His
Eminence Metropolitan Philip

hosted a delegation from the Syrian
Embassy to the United States for
lunch and discussions at the
Archdiocese Headquarters in
Englewood, NJ.

METROPOLITANS MEET

H is Beatitude Metropolitan
Herman (OCA) and His

Eminence Metropolitan Philip
met on 12/18/03 at the
Archdiocese Headquarters in
Englewood, NJ. The two hierar-
chs discussed matters of impor-
tance to Orthodoxy in America,
and had lunch together.

Metropolitan Herman (OCA) and Metropolitan Philip



CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST
OF ST.  IGNATIUS

OF ANTIOCH

Each year, the members of the
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch

from New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut and Eastern Pennsyl-
vania come together during the
month of December to celebrate the
patronal feast (December 20) of the
organization. This year was no excep-
tion. On Saturday, December 13, Dr.
Nabil and Jackie Sayegh of Virgin
Mary Church in Yonkers, NY hosted
the reception at their beautiful home
in Upper Nyack, NY. Words alone can-
not express the beauty of the Sayegh
home and the delightful Christmas
decorations that adorn it during this
Nativity season. His Eminence
Metropolitan Philip welcomed the
attendees and was joined by His
Grace Bishop Antoun and the local
clergy. All then enjoyed a wonderful
meal and an evening of fellowship
together. 

Later in the evening we were treat-
ed to a recitation of Arabic poetry by
Father Dimitrius Darwish of Virgin
Mary Church in Yonkers, who recited
poetry by the late Elia Abou-Mady,
and then by Sleiman Al-Rabadi, who
recited his own composition in honor
of our beloved Metropolitan Philip.
The evening concluded with an
induction of five new members of The
Order, bringing the total membership
ever closer to the current goal of
3000 members. 

ARCHDIOCESAN OFF ICE
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Fr. Dimitrius Darwish and Metropolitan Philip

The host family (left to right) Nabil Sayegh, Jacqueline Sayegh, Nadem Sayegh, Jaleeleh
Sayegh, Nacem Sayegh, Metropolitan Philip, Nayel Sayegh, Nader Sayegh, Nazar
Sayegh, Rima Daibes, Amir Daibes



THE DEPARTMENT OF CHRIST IAN EDUCATION

February 2004   17

From the Director’s Desk

Beloved in Christ,
This is the first issue of the newsletter since we held

our third annual Orthodox Institute for Church School
Workers. The Institute is an incomparable event. How I
wish I could wave a magic wand to allow the presence
of all who desire to be there. Not a single participant
has ever regretted the sacrifice necessary to be with us
at an Institute weekend. On the contrary, most speak
with longing about those they wish were there. We are
broadening our publicity of the event so that at each
Parish Life Conference our brothers and sisters can
view the photos and see the words of those who have
attended. On a positive note, we had several partici-
pants from Orthodox jurisdictions other than our own.
Also on a positive note, we are beginning discussions
with St. Athanasius Academy to grant continuing edu-
cation units to those who participate. Perhaps we can
work with the Academy to offer a more formal course
of study for teachers and directors.

Our keynote speaker for the Institute was Fr.
Michael Abdelahad. His words addressed the challenge
and the privilege of being Orthodox Christian educa-
tors. An excerpt from his presentation is the essay on
the last page of the newsletter.

Finally I can say that I have the new O.C.E.C. publi-
cation, The Way, The Truth, and The Life, in hand. I am
thrilled with the quality of the color printing. As it
beautifully presents the basics of our faith in an easy-
to-understand format, and is reasonably priced at
$15.95, it should be in every home. Consider donating
a copy to your public library as well so the truth and
beauty of Orthodoxy can be known in each communi-
ty. Contact our Archdiocesan Publications Department
at (201) 871-1355 to purchase your copies. 

On my desk is the draft scope and sequence for the
new series, as well as the outlines for the next two
books (for grade 8 and grade 10). Also in progress are
the new pageant book, the western rite supplement,
and the small church school curriculum. With the com-
ing of spring we will again be offering training for
teacher certification, as well as the program “Girls, Our
Specialty.” 

With the publication of the first text, we have
entered a new millennium for Orthodox Christian edu-
cation. May the Saints of North America continue their
patronage as we endeavor, in the words of St. John
Chrysostom, “to educate ourselves and our children in
godliness.”

Carole A. Buleza

SHARING THE FAITH
DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

The Department of Christian Education newsletter
is published in the months of September, December,

February, and April. The office is staffed from
9:00-3:00 Monday through Wednesday.

Phone (717) 747-5221. FAX (717) 747-5832.
E-mail: AODCE@AOL.com 

Web page: www.antiochian.org/christianeducation

Department of Christian Education

Regional Representatives
Please contact the Regional Representatives for
updates on trainings and other events in your region.

Eastern: Rev. George Alberts (724) 684-5472
Midwest: Robert Snyder (330) 493-4029
Western: Joseph Tershay (831) 335-8350
Can-Am: Jacquelyn Fadel (716) 282-8243
Southwest: Vasiliki (Billie) Oldziey (512) 459-6264
New England: Anna Timko-Hughes (978) 686-3274
Southeast: Betty Randolph (864) 639-2204
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Jonathan Dunski, Associate of the Department and professional
drama teacher, taught the two-part course, “Let’s Put on a
Pageant.” He also edited the publication we will soon print,
“Orthodox Pageants.” Participants received a pre-print copy of
the nine new pageant scripts. 

Keynote Address:

“Let the little children come to me,“Let the little children come to me,
for such is the kingdom of heaven.”for such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Khourieh Maggie Hock presented a workshop on costume-mak-
ing for pageants that featured photos and drawings of costuming
through the centuries.

Robert Snyder, Regional Representative, wrote the 3 units of
Interim Curriculum for Middle School this year, and presented
them at the Institute.

OrthodoxOrthodox
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Institute 2003*Institute 2003*

Elizabeth McMillan presented “Teaching Liturgical Music through
the Church School.” Participants were delighted to receive not
only the sheet music, but an accompanying CD as well as a
videotape that step-by-step shows the forming and directing of a
children’s choir. 

Participants took turns practice teaching in the two part course,
“Teaching The Way, The Truth, and The Life.”

Each Orthodox Institute has a course taught by Leslee Abud,
Associate of the Department, entitled, “Implementing the
Creative Festival.” The course supports the Festivals by showing
how the theme of the coming festival can be used throughout the
year.

Our Keynote Speaker, Fr. Michael
Abdelahad , of St. George

Cathedral, Worcester, Massachusetts,
chose the 2004 Parish Life Conference
Theme as his topic. He mused about how
the story of Christ and the Children occurs

today, and offered other insights into parish
life. 
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Our Keynote Speaker for the Institute, Fr. Michael
Abdelahad of St. George Cathedral, Worcester,
Massachusetts, made us laugh while having us seri-
ously reflect on the task of teaching the faith. Here is
an excerpt from his presentation.

“You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in
your heart and in your soul; and you shall bind them as
a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. And you shall teach them to your
children, talking of them when you are sitting in your
house, and when you are walking by the way, and when
you lie down, and when you rise … ” (Deuteronomy 11:
18-21).

The problem with this command from the Lord is
that is makes an assumption. It makes an assumption
about the people of that time, as well as the people of
today. It assumes that parents know how to, and are
imparting the words of the Lord to their children. The
imparting of wisdom is something that the elders, i.e.,
the extended family, pass along to the children. If you
read St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, you will find an
admonition to children to obey their parents, immedi-
ately followed by his admonition to parents not to
anger their children (Ephesians 6:1-4). In the book,
Raising Them Right, A Saint’s Advice on Raising
Children, do you know what St. Theophan the Recluse
chose as the first chapter? It is entitled, “The Christian
Adult.” In fact, the late director of our Department of
Christian Education, Dr. John Boojamra, may his mem-
ory be eternal, once told me that Christian Education
should be directed toward the adults, not the children,
of our parishes. He felt that it was a waste of time to
teach anything to children if their parents were not
going to reinforce what was being taught. I’m not sure
how, or why, it’s happened, but somewhere along the
line, we have lost the parent-child connection in regard
to imparting the faith.

I once heard a clergyman comment that in his
parish there were three categories of parishioners:
committed, clueless, and dysfunctional. I’m afraid to
consider how many of our churches this might
describe. As we sit here, however, I am certain that we
can immediately think of people in our parishes that fit
into these categories. However, in any attempt to cate-
gorize people, there are problems. In this particular
case, here are some of them. First of all, people don’t
always stay in the same category … they shift around
depending on the circumstances. Second, the dysfunc-
tional will always insist that what they are doing is in
the best interest of the church and they are very active
in soliciting followers. Finally, it is not always evident

which category a person is in at any given time.
Obviously, the goal is to shift everyone into the “com-
mitted” category … that’s not to say that we’re going to
have everyone committed (that only happens if they all
move into the dysfunctional category).

So, here we are. Those of us who are gathered in
this room are responsible for Christian Education with-
in this context of committed, clueless, and dysfunction-
al. We realize that our children are a valued resource
and we are attempting to provide them with the teach-
ings that will be kept in the forefront of their conscious-
ness. But we also have these three categories of parish-
ioner that we are dealing with. 

Even when we teach, are they really learning? I
once had a young man in my church school who was
working on a Scouting religious award. Each unit need-
ed to be checked and signed by the pastor. One of the
units was about fasting. This young man addressed
each topic, and answered each question perfectly. Then
he came to the last question which asked “What are
your favorite fast foods?” His response was “Taco Bell,
McDonald’s, Kentucky Fried Chicken and Burger King.”
Thankfully, when I pointed out his error, he was quick
to correct it.

At this point, you are probably asking yourself if we
should even bother. What’s the point of teaching
lessons that might not be absorbed the first time, or
won’t be reinforced at home? If you’re teaching a unit
on fasting, it’s a little frustrating knowing that some of
your parents are sending their kids to school on Great
and Holy Monday with a bologna sandwich.

But that is precisely why we bother. The children
are not going to hear the Word of God at school, and
they are most certainly not hearing it in any form of
the media. If they are not hearing it in the home, it is
entirely possible that we might be the only chance that
these kids have to learn of salvation. 

Why do we bother? Listen to the words of St. John
Chrysostom from his homily on Ephesians. “When we
teach our children to be good, to be gentle, to be forgiv-
ing (all these are attributes of God), to be generous, to
love their fellow men, to regard this present age as
nothing, we instill virtue in their souls and reveal the
image of God within them. This, then, is our task: to
educate both ourselves and our children in godliness;
otherwise, what answer will we have before Christ’s
Judgment Seat?”

We plant seeds … just like the sower with the seed;
we sow … we pray … we nurture … AND we serve as
the light that shines on the hill for them to see. We
teach because we know that is what we must do.

Why Be a
Christian Education Teacher?
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before the throne.” We are not serv-
ing for our own glory and self-inter-
est, but for the glory of God and His
Holy Church.

We must never forget how great it
is to be able to serve the King of
Glory through this Holy Ministry; for
to serve Christ “is a great and awe-
some thing even to the heavenly
powers.” If you presently serve in the
altar, it is my hope that you will con-
tinue to allow Christ to work within
you for many years to come. May
your service to the Church, especially
through this Holy Ministry, always be
for the Glory of God.

To assist the Altar Servers with this
ministry, I have put together some
books that contain the actual text of
the service with instruc-
tions to the Altar
Servers within the
text. These books
have been blessed by
His Grace Bishop
Joseph. For more
i n f o r m a t i o n
please write
to: Michael
Habib, PO
Box 1952,
Burbank, CA
9 1 5 0 7 ,
MikeHabib@
aol.com.

The Altar Server Ministry
By MICHAEL HABIB

“For to serve Thee is a great and
awesome thing even to the heavenly
powers.”

—Prayer of the Cherubimic Hymn

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
Holy Ministry of altar servers is
brilliantly illustrated with

these important words from the
Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom. We must minister with
honor and dignity because this little
ministry is great in God’s eyes. This
blessed ministry can give you wisdom
and strength, and may give you the
blessing to be ordained in the future,
as many of our clergy began their
ministry as Altar Servers.

Despite the existence of the
ordained ministry, which is deeply
rooted in the New Testament, there is
a ministry for all believers by virtue
of our baptism: “For as many of you
as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).

This is why I must refer to this lay
ministry as a “Holy Ministry.” The
Apostle Mark tells us, “For even the
Son of man did not come to be
served, but to serve” (Mark 10:45).
As such, we must serve with the fear
of God in us. We must not allow the
altar to turn into a social hall. We
should be very reluctant to allow the
altar to turn into a meeting room. We
should be further reluctant to allow
the altar to turn into a playground.
The altar is a holy place. It is the
place where the bread and wine
become the precious body and blood
of our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

The altar servers’ service to the
Church is a very important one. In
the Holy Altar, the Altar Servers rep-
resent the Angels who are the heav-
enly servants of God. Here are but a
few examples of the importance of
Angels:

From the Apostle Matthew ’s
account of the virgin birth of Christ:

“But while he thought about
these things, behold an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take to
you Mary your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit. And she will
bring forth a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus, for He will
save His people from their sins’ ”
(Matthew 1:20-21).
In Matthew ’s account of the

Resurrection of Christ, we read:
“And behold there was a great

earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord descended from Heaven …
Do not be afraid, for I know that
you seek Jesus who was cruci-
fied. He is not here; for He is
risen, as he said” (Matthew
28:2-6).
Just think, was it by accident that

the Birth and the Resurrection of
Christ, the two most important
events in history, were both
announced by “an angel of the
Lord?”

In the Book of Revelation, St. John
writes:

“And I saw the seven angels
who stand before God, and to
them were given seven trum-
pets. Then another angel, having
a golden censer, came and stood
at the altar. He was given much
incense, that he should offer it
with the prayers of all the saints
upon the golden altar which was
before the throne” (Revelation
8:2-3).
We can see from these accounts of

the New Testament the importance of
the Holy Angels and consequently,
the significance of this Holy Ministry.
By serving in the altar we are serving
God at “the golden altar which was
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Your Grace Bishop Joseph,
Reverend Fathers, Brothers and
Sisters in Christ, Christ is Risen!

CAN ANYONE HERE IMAG-
ine how different life would be
if Christ, in Gethsemane, had

chosen to live and for us to die? Can
anyone here imagine how hopeless
and despairing the world would
become without His light? Can any-
one here imagine how lost all souls
would be if Jesus Christ looked out
for His own welfare and disregarded
our salvation? Of course not! We do
not even consider these as possibili-
ties … for Christ is love and He would
never forsake His people. As St. John
says, “He who does not love does not
know God, for God is love” (John
4:8). He has been our primary exam-
ple of how to live the Christian life.

For example, one of Christ’s count-
less divine attributes is the blessing of
humility. While on earth, He used
this gift to bring many to believe in
Him and eventually to save our souls
through death on the cross. As St.
Paul says, “Let each of you look out
not only for his own interests, but
also for the interests of others. Let
this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus, who, being in the form
of God, did not consider it robbery to
be equal with God, but made Himself
of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the like-
ness of men. And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the
cross” (Philippians 2:4-8).

The holy fathers say that when
Adam fell and God went to look for
him in the garden, He never stopped
looking! His search continued even
beyond the cross, when He descend-

ed into Hades to find Adam and to
free the faithful from captivity. His
love for us was so great, that He
would not stop looking! His love for
us was so strong, that not even Death
could overcome it! His love for us was
so deep, that He journeyed even
through the darkest regions of Hell to
find us! Christ shows us that even
our own Creator could come down to

earth, dwell with us as a mortal man
and serve us through His miracles,
wisdom and pure love. Christ is truly
an inspiration to us all in that He
shows us humility and simplicity as
doorways to Heaven.

The saints of the Church have rec-
ognized this need for humility and
simplicity by accepting Christ ’s
example as their own. One of these
saints is Father Herman of Alaska. St.
Herman was not a king or a bishop;

he was not a ruler or a man in
authority; he was not even a clergy-
man! But he dwelt with God con-
stantly through prayer in his heart.
This simple monk brought healing
from disease, blindness, and paraly-
sis, even after his death! Miracles
have even happened through the very
dirt from his grave. This shows how
God has truly blessed this simple
man who served God and all who
came to him. While he was alive, the
saint lived alone in prayer and sim-
plicity. Yet, there were a few times
when voices from God’s holy angels
could be heard singing with him dur-
ing services. He not only served the
Lord, but also devoted his life to oth-
ers, especially children. He built a
school for the Aleut children, baked
them cookies and protected them
from harm.

Christ has always wanted to be
close to us. That is why He humbled
Himself down to our simple state. By
doing this, He shows us how much
love and mercy He bestows upon us
all of the time, and He does it for
nothing in return. Our Master choos-
es to be our servant with pure
unselfishness and genuine, heartfelt
compassion. St. Paul accentuates
Christ’s example of service in speak-
ing of the churches in Macedonia: “in
great trial and affliction the abun-
dance of their joy and their deep
poverty abounded in the riches of
their liberality … and not only as we
had hoped, but they first gave them-
selves to the Lord, and then to us by
the Will of God” (2 Corinthians 8:2,
5). That, brothers and sisters, is one
of Christ’s greatest lessons: to give
freely of yourself even when it is
beyond your ability. The other impor-
tant message here is giving yourself to

JUDGES’ CHOICE:
Tatiana Horton
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Christ, then serving His people.
Christ is always the center of our
lives. We are like a building, and
Christ is the foundation … the
Cornerstone … keeping the building
strong and steady. A person who fills
his life with worldly matters is like a
building without a foundation; both
will crumble and fall. Christ is the
only solid support we have in this
world. Without Him, we are nothing.
Not everyone will accept this truth,
and many will hate you for choosing
His way. But Christ’s words help us to
remain strong, “In the world you will
have tribulation, but be of good cheer,
I have overcome the world” (John
16:33). Remember, Christ was hated
before we were hated. Through His
strength we can remain steadfast to
His will for us.

Following His will could be simple,
like helping an elderly person cross
the street or giving some money to a
needy family. God calls upon certain
people to do specific work. This may
include becoming a monastic and
serving Christ through solitude and
conviction. It could be becoming a
clergyman and serving Him through
Divine Liturgy; offering yourself to
your people and giving them God’s
sacrifice. God’s will may even include
beginning new parishes and receiving
new faces from all over the world
through missionary work. Yet, no
matter what God’s will is for each
individual, we are all coming together
to serve Him.

When Christ died and rose again
for us, He granted us the greatest gift
of all: our eternal salvation. Life in
the Kingdom of Heaven is more
important than life on earth. This is
why we use our whole lifetime
preparing for God’s gift of eternal life.
In preparation, we serve God and
obey His commandments; however,
“knowing that a man is not justified
by the works of the law but by faith
in Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2:16), we
must maintain a delicate balance
between our faith and our works. As
St. James has said, “Faith without
works is dead” (James 2:20), and it is
also in vain to have works without
faith. Yet, faith and works are both in
vain if you do not have love. St. Paul
writes of love’s goodness, and how it

surpasses everything. Love is needed
to fulfill all things. As St. Paul says,
“Love never fails” (1 Corinthians
13:8).

Christ’s love for us is greater than
anything on earth! Even the love
between a husband and a wife cannot
compare to Christ’s love. St. John
Chrysostom speaks of this when he
writes: “Do you want your wife to be
obedient to you, as the Church is to
Christ? Then be responsible for the
same providential care of her, as
Christ is for the Church. And even if
it becomes necessary for you to give
your life for her, yes, and even to
endure and undergo suffering of any
kind, do not refuse. Even though you
undergo all this, you will  never have
done anything equal to what Christ
has done. You are sacrificing yourself
for someone to whom you are already
joined, but He offered Himself up for
one who turned her back on Him and
hated Him … suffer anything for her
sake, but never disgrace her, for
Christ never did this with the
Church.”

One of the most profound ways
that Christ has showed us this love is
when He died for us and resurrected

on the third day. Through His Death
and Resurrection, He gave us the
most tender and compassionate sign
of love possible. This ultimate sacri-
fice crowned His selfless service on
earth.

During this blessed Paschal season,
I pray that we can all remember the
reasons why Christ chose death and
give Him the glory deserved for what
He has done for us. Let us all now say
“Christ is Risen!” as the dead arise
from their tombs. “Christ is Risen!”
as He tramples down death by death.
“Christ is Risen!” as salvation is
bestowed upon His faithful servants.
This glorious moment has been antic-
ipated since the beginning of time. It
is now upon us, faithful brethren! Let
us rejoice in Christ’s sacrifice and
bring praises to the Lord! Let us
embrace one another and fill our
hearts with love for everyone through
the Resurrection. Christ our God has
served us greatly … let us proclaim
His glory forever … for Christ is
Risen!

Tatiana Horton, 16, is a member of
St. John the Baptist Church, Post
Falls, Idaho.
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IWAS BORN IN FIH EL-KOURA, a
small village on a hilltop south-
east of Balamand Monastery and

less than a mile away from Balamand.
I have had a great love of our

beloved Orthodox Church since I was
a child, and have been involved in the
life of the Church.

I moved to Canada in December,
1991 to New Brunswick, then to
Montreal, Quebec, where I live now
and attend Saint Mary Church.

I helped establish libraries at both
St. Nicholas and St. Mary in Montreal,
and a bookstore at Saint Nicholas.
Also, I used my computer expertise
and knowledge to implement a pro-
ject with Archpriest Father Michel
Fawaz for Saint Mary Church, which
consists of printing a calendar of daily
readings.

Due to the fact that I go to visit my
parents in Lebanon almost once a
year, I benefit from visiting monaster-
ies there during each trip.

When did you decide to start your
bookstore?

I started the bookstore when I saw
a certain demand for particular
Arabic Orthodox books. People used
to borrow books from the library
of the church and ask to
buy it after return-
ing it. This is
where the idea of
the bookstore
was devel-
oped.

H a v i n g
t h e
blessings
of my
s p i r i t u a l
Father Efrem
Kyriakos, I
started the book-
store in September,
2002. During my visit to

Lebanon that month, I bought around
500 books, which my brother and I
carried from Lebanon to Canada.

When I returned to Canada at the
end of September, 2002, I built a web
page and started making contacts
with priests and friends, telling them
about the new bookstore. In
November 2002, I wrote a letter to
His Eminence Metropolitan Philip
asking for his blessing to contact our
churches in North America. Last
summer I was able to bring back all
newly published books and CDs in
order to satisfy demands for materi-
als. Currently, out of 500 different
Arabic Orthodox books, we have
available copies of more than 250.

Officially, in January, 2003 the
bookstore became a recognized com-
pany from the Quebec government
under the name of, “Alexia
Publications,” owned and managed
by my brother Riad and me.
Currently, the bookstore is an
Internet-based web page at my home
in Montreal.

What need in your community did
this meet?

As stated before, there is an
increasing demand for Orthodox
books and materials in Arabic. New
immigrants will enjoy reading books
and listening to gorgeous hymns, and
second and third generation faithful
love to hear what is available now,
especially since the chanters are very
professional and the CDs are well
done.

Overall, faithful people are thirsty
for such a bookstore and this necessi-
tates that someone keep open the
bridge between North America and
our beloved Antiochian Church. The
Lord has given me the strength to do
this work.

How did you make your contacts
with the Balamand?

During the trip to
Lebanon in

S e p t e m b e r ,
2002, I made
contacts with

different publish-
ers to ship

books from
there to

C a n a d a .
Also, I

asked
f o r

A BOOKSTORE MINISTRY
By GEORGES KARAM
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copyrights for CDs and tapes to be
reproduced here. I made an agree-
ment with Bishop Youhanna Yazigi of
Balamand Monastery and Saint
George Monastery, Houmayra, Syria.
At the same time, with the help of
Father Pendalemeon Farah (Elder of
Our Lady of Hamatoura), I made an
agreement with the professional choir
of Mount Lebanon SEM (School of
Ecclesiastical Music). I met with
Metropolitan George Khodr (Mount
Lebanon) and Metropolitan Elias
Korban (Tripoli and Koura) to estab-
lish an arrangement for bookstore
materials and future projects. At the
same time I had similar meetings
with the elders of monasteries who
have publications, to distribute them
here (Father Pendalemeon of
Hamatoura, Father Efrem of
Archangel Michael Monastery —
Baskinta; Father Kasianos of Virgin
Mary Monastery Bdebba — Koura).
Currently, if people visit the
Theological Institute of Saint John of
Damascus — Balamand University,
there is a link to our web page in the
publication section, for North
American orders. Similar links exist
on the web page of the Archdiocese of
Mount Lebanon.

Why is it important to import
materials from there?

Having a good relationship with the
Greek bookstore in Montreal
(Alexander Press), I saw that they
import books in their own language.
The Russians do the same. Therefore,
why not have a similar one in the
Arabic language?

In a big multi-cultural city like
Montreal, where every month there
are many new Orthodox families
coming from Lebanon and Syria, this
kind of ministry will be important in
making these people feel at home.

What other kinds of things do you
make available that others do not?

With the agreements signed with
CD and book producers in Lebanon
and Syria, we become the recognized
agents of those producers for North
America. We have Arabic books that
are hard to get from Lebanon and
Syria by mail or costly by express
post. Because of my frequent trips to
Lebanon we can sell these books and

A BOOKTORE MINISTRY

CDs at competitive prices.
If worldwide Internet users search

for Byzantine hymns and are directed
to the Balamand or SEM web pages,
the e-mail is forwarded to me and I
take care of the rest. With the joint
partnership I have with the Greek
bookstore in Montreal, we have addi-
tional collections of English and
French Orthodox books.

How many people do you serve?
As a result of the one-year-old

bookstore, I was able to distribute
and sell 600 Arabic books and around
2000 copies of six CDs of Byzantine
music. Currently, there are 12 differ-
ent CDs available out of a collection
of approximately 35 CDs waiting to
be reproduced in the near future. My
clients are churches and individuals
that search for Byzantine hymns and
Orthodox books on the Internet. To
date, I have distributed CDs to
California, Massachusetts, Florida,
Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, New
York, Ohio and Illinois. Within
Canada, I have distributed CDs and
books from coast to coast (Halifax,
Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, and
Vancouver). I have also received
orders from Orthodox individuals in
Greece, Finland, Netherlands and
Australia. The number of clients is
increasing, due to exposure on the
Internet-based web page.

How many people are involved in
this ministry?

My brother and I are taking care of
orders in North America, but this
necessitates contacts back home in
order to get ordered books not avail-
able here. Within a period of three to
four weeks we can make such materi-
als available. My sister and her hus-
band, who live in Fih El-Koura,
Lebanon, ship orders from Lebanon
as soon as possible. Overall, we are
four volunteers involved in this mis-
sion, to have this bookstore running.

Why do you consider this work to
be ministry?

I consider this work a ministry
because we are doing it for the glory
of God. The bookstore is not a busi-
ness. As volunteers, we also have our
individual jobs to make our living.
The income from the bookstore is
split into three parts: the local

church, the copyright holders, and a
small part to our bookstore to be
reinvested, in order to keep it going
and to finance future projects.

I thank God for His grace, repeating
Saint Paul ’s words: “I can do all
things through Him, who strengthens
me” (Philippians 4:13).

Contact us on our web page:
http://www.alexiapublications.com/.

Find us at the following links:
http://www.balamand.deu.lb/theolo-
gy/bookstr.htm,
http://www.ormtlb.org.lb/book_store.
htm.

E-mail us at:
gkaram8@yahoo.com
alexiapublications@yahoo.com.

Phone/Fax: (514) 334-2077.

Georges Karam is a member of St.
Mary Mission, Montreal, Quebec.



the clergy of the southeast
Texas Orthodox Brother-
hood. The Ladies Altar
Society hosted a Mediter-
ranean Dinner afterward
with short talks from our
local clergy and a presen-
tation on the Order of St.
Ignatius by Mr. Dan
Abraham of St. Nicholas in
Grand Rapids, MI.

Orthros on Sunday
morning was full in antici-
pation of the ordination of
our own seminarian,

Camille Baba, to the rank
of the Subdiaconate. Cele-
brating the Hierarchical
Liturgy with Saidna were
V. Rev. Joseph Shahda
(Pastor Emeritus), V. Rev.
Basil Karpelenia (first full-
time Pastor of St. George),
Rev. Fr. Thomas Joseph
(former youth director and
assistant), Rev. Fr. John
Salem (Pastor) and Rev. Fr.
James Coles (Associate).
At the conclusion of
Liturgy, Certificates of
Meritorious Service were
given by Saidna Antoun on
behalf of Metropolitan
Philip to Rosalie Abercia,
Betty Attra and Mike
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COMMUNITIES IN ACTION

ST. GEORGE
OF HOUSTON

75TH ANNIVERSARY

I
n 1928 a small group
of immigrants, most-

ly from the Middle East,
organized to raise money
for an Orthodox Christian
Church in Houston, Texas,
in order to keep the faith
of their fathers. In the

beginning stages, Fr.
Nicholas Nahas of St.
Michael in Beaumont,
Texas oversaw the fledgling
community as their spiri-
tual advisor. Fund-raising
for this great endeavor was
taken on by the Ladies
Altar Society through their
cooking and selling of
Middle Eastern specialties.
By 1936 the faithful of St.
George were able to pur-
chase a building on the
north side of town, which
was dedicated on May 3 by
His Eminence Metropolitan
Antony Bashir.

Since this time St.
George has continually

grown, physically and spir-
itually, with an influx of
immigration from the Holy
Land and the Middle East
and other predominantly
Orthodox countries (Bul-
garia, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Romania, Russia, Ukraine,
etc.), as well as many
homegrown converts to
this ancient faith. Since
1983 three missions have
started from our communi-
ty: St. Anthony in Spring;
St. Joseph, West Houston;

and Forty Holy Martyrs in
Sugar Land.

On the weekend of
October 26-28 the com-
munity celebrated the
Diamond Anniversary of
St. George with his Grace
Bishop Antoun presiding.
On Saturday morning, the
27th, the Sunday School
and Teen SOYO welcomed
His Grace with a brunch
and performed Orthodox
hymns and camp songs. In
the evening, Great Vespers
was celebrated with the
blessing of the Artoklasia
for the feast day of St.
Demetrios. Celebrating
with Bishop Antoun were

Kaleel, in recognition of
their 50 years of singing in
the St. George Choir. We
were also blessed to have
three inductees to the
Order of St. Ignatius:
Hanan Araj, Nadia Deeb
and Michael Perkins.

Finally, on the evening
of October 28, we con-
cluded this most memo-
rable occasion with a
Grand Anniversary
Banquet at the Westin
Oaks in the Galleria sec-
tion of Houston. Our
Mistress of Ceremonies
was our beloved Parish
Council President, Sophia
Mafrige. A very touching
and comprehensive video
history of St. George was
presented, capturing the
essence of our humble
beginnings to the present.
After this moving presen-
tation we were blessed to
hear the words of Saidna
Antoun, encouraging us
not to become complacent
but to keep building mis-
sions and to continue shin-
ing the beacon of light of
Orthodoxy which our fore-
fathers and founders gave
to us. At the end of his
passionate address, His
Grace awarded the Silver
Antonian Medal to Robert
“Bob” Macey for his self-
less effort of love to the
parishioners and especially
the children of St. George.

If anyone would like a
copy of the 75-Year
History Video or a video of
the events of this wonder-
ful weekend, please con-
tact the St. George church
office at 713-665-5252.

Saidna Antoun preparing to award Antonian Silver Medal to Bob Macey of St. George, Houston.
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“THE WORLD
IS NOT ENOUGH”

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
DEANERY

TEEN/COLLEGE
RETREAT

SEPTEMBER
26TH-28TH, 2003

BY KAE LOURIE,
PACIFIC NORTHWEST

DEANERY
YOUTH MINISTRY

COORDINATOR

S
hafts of bright sun-
shine filtered through

golden larch and dark green
ponderosa pine trees as we
drove into Cascade
Meadows Camp. It was a
gorgeous fall day on the
drier eastern slopes of the
Cascade Mountains, over
one-hundred miles north-
east of Seattle, Washington.
My daughter, Kelsey, and I
had earlier loaded the horse
trailer with all the food for
the retreat and some of our
pack llamas. The seven lla-
mas were now anxiously
humming. They wanted to
get out, nibble some grass,
and stretch their legs.

This would be our first
deanery wide teen/college
retreat. Our deanery covers
six states: Alaska, Idaho,
Montana, Oregon, Utah,
and Washington along with
Langley, British Columbia,
Canada, but we have only
ten parishes in this vast
region. Among the retreat
attendees we would have
four Washington, two
Idaho, and one Canadian
parish represented for a
total of sixty-one teen/col-
lege young adults.

As we pulled into the
camp some of the campers
came out to help us unload
the trailer and get the llamas
settled. We were excited

over the prospect of getting
the youth and young adults
from the various parishes
together, to help them real-
ize that they are part of a
larger Orthodox family.

Everyone pitched in as we
got dinner prepared for the
later arriving attendees. For
those who traveled the
greatest distance, the teens
from Post Falls, Idaho, it had
been a seven hour drive. 

After dinner, I introduced
Fr. Joseph Purpura to the
campers, as Chairman of
the Department of Youth
Ministry for the Antiochian
Archdiocese. He then told
them a little about himself.
This was the first time for
most of them to had met
him. He began dialoguing
with them about what they
wanted to learn that week-
end. The retreat topic was
“The World Is Not Enough”
and hopefully would answer
some of those nagging ques-
tions about how to be an
Orthodox Christian in a
non-Orthodox world.

It was exciting to see that
many Orthodox youth in
one place. Our parishes are
typically small, with eight
to twenty teens/college
young adults and they are
often the only Antiochian
parish for seventy-five miles
or more; many of our
Orthodox youth feel isolat-
ed and rather an oddity in
their local schools.

After the first talk on
Friday night the campers
spent the rest of the
evening jamming with gui-
tars, singing songs, playing
cards, and hanging out. The
evening was completed
with evening prayers led by
the youth from St. Andrews
parish in Arlington,
Washington.

Saturday morning proved
to be a stellar day. The
azure sky came alive as the
sun rose over the craggy

cliffs of the surrounding
mountains. The air was
crisp and cold and frost was
slowly melting off of the lla-
mas’ backs as they lay bed-
ded down in the field.

After breakfast and
prayers led by the teens
from St. Paul ’s (Seattle
area), Fr. Joseph started the
teaching session with an
overview of the Bible. Later
the campers broke off into
groups and answered gener-
al questions about their
faith, coming back to report
to the general assembly.
This was a great time for
the teens to interact over
questions about Orthodoxy
with others whom they had
just met. 

The two morning teach-
ing sessions and lunch were
followed by a choice of
activities including soccer,
football, ultimate Frisbee,
horseshoes, and a llama day
hike. Later everyone came
back together for Great
Vespers. The music was led
by the St. Innocent youth
from Everson, Washington
and the youth from the
Langley, B.C. Canada mis-
sion. The 17-19-year-old
male campers then pre-
pared a great barbeque and
everyone ate outside in the
fresh pine air.

Later, Fr. Joseph contin-
ued with a question and
answer period. The atten-
dees asked a lot of practical
questions concerning
applying their faith in the
real world. The evening cul-
minated in Compline and
confessions with Fr. Joseph,
and Fr. Timothy from Holy
Cross, Yakima, Washington.

Sunday morning was cold
and clear. The campers met
outside around the fire ring
for Matins. The music and
chanting was led by the
Youth of Holy Cross
Yakima, Washington, and
the Divine Liturgy music

was led by St. John the
Baptist teens from Post
Falls, Idaho. The services
were punctuated with the
chirping of birds from
above the trees and a lone
train winding its way up the
mountain. Worship was
never such an exhilarating
experience in the cold
mountain air. We came in
afterwards for hot cocoa
and a hearty breakfast.

Fr. Joseph highlighted the
talks with a final question
and answer period and
summarization. Moses
Hagler, youth leader from
Holy Cross, and Daniel
Wright from St. Paul ’s
talked about the value of
our getting together across
the deanery and our chance
for spiritual growth award-
ed over the weekend from
Fr. Joseph’s visit. 

We spent the remainder
of our time talking about
when we would be able to
get together again. The plan
is for a ski retreat in Feb-
ruary during Presidents’
Day weekend. It will then
be the Washington parishes
turn to make the seven
hour drive to Post Falls,
Idaho. But we are all looking
forward to getting together
with our newfound brothers
and sisters in Christ.

CARLY HEYING’S
TESTIMONIAL

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
DEANERY RETREAT

I felt that this retreat
opened up another side of
Orthodoxy to me. This was
a side that had less to do
with strict repetition and
more to do with God’s love.
Father Joseph was very
helpful with the way he
portrayed Orthodoxy. He
taught us how to apply
Christian living in our
everyday world. He
explained the faith as it is



needed for young American
citizens. All this was taught
without being rigid and
legalistic. I feel that this
retreat was very helpful to
me spiritually.

NAC Teen SOYO is cur-
rently raising money to
establish the Youth
Worker Endowment Fund.
This Fund will provide
academic scholarships to
train Orthodox Youth
Ministers for our parish-
es. Training will soon be
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provided through the
Antiochian House of
Studies, and will allow
for certification in Youth
Ministry as well as the
opportunity to earn a
Masters Degree with a
concentration in youth
ministry.

For more information
on the Youth Worker
Endowment Fund and on
helping meet the needs of
our teens, visit us on-line
at www.teensoyo.org.

On-line Giving
Those wishing to make

secure on-line contribu-
tions for the following Teen
SOYO Projects may do so
through the following URLs:

• NAC Teen SOYO St.
John Chrysostom
Youth Worker Endow-
ment Fund
www.teenSOYO.org 

• NAC Teen SOYO
General Fund 

• NAC Teen SOYO
Special Olympics
Sports Camp

www.antiochian.org/yo
uth/SOYO

Contributions for any of
these funds may also be
made by check.

Checks should be made
payable to “NAC Teen
SOYO” 

Specify in the memo the
intention of your donation. 

Mail your check to:
NAC Teen SOYO
c/o Department of
Youth Ministry
PO Box 389
Westwood, MA 02090

Donations for Iraqi Victims of the War
St. John, Eagle River, AK $ 325.00
St. Nicholas, Springdale, AR 69.0
St. George, Phoenix, AZ 1,299.00
Ss. Peter and Paul, Ben Lomond, CA 100.00
St. Stephen, Cupertino, CA 142.00
St. Timothy, Fairfield, CA 500.00
St. Luke, Garden Grove, CA 500.00
St. Athanasius, Goleta, CA 2,590.00
St. Mark, Irvine, CA 420.00
St. Nicholas, Los Angeles, CA 1,000.00
St. John, Orinda, CA 773.00
Holy Cross, Palmdale, CA 120.00
St. Andrew, Riverside, CA 250.00
St. Athanasius, Sacramento, CA 150.00
St. Anthony, San Diego, CA 300.00
St. George, San Diego, CA 727.50
St. Nicholas, San Francisco, CA 700.00
St. John, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 20.00
St. Matthew, Torrance, CA 406.00
St. Michael, Van Nuys, CA 600.00
St. Michael, Whittier, CA 210.00
St. Mark, Denver, CO 100.00
St. Luke, Lafayette, CO 182.00
St. James, Wellington, CO 75.00
St. George, Danbury, CT 300.00
St. Athanasius, Claymont, DE 200.00
St. George, Coral Gables, FL 350.00
St. Philip, Davie, FL 611.00
St. Andrew, Eustis, FL 132.06
St. George, Jacksonville, FL 400.00
Shrine of Regla, Miami, FL 50.00
St. George, Orlando, FL 112.00
St. Nicholas, St. Petersburg, FL 226.00
St. Elias, Atlanta, GA 565.00
St. Thomas, Sioux City, IA 272.00
St. John, Post Falls, ID 374.25
St. George, Cicero, IL 518.00
St. George, Spring Valley, IL 125.00
Holy Transfiguration, Warrenville, IL 100.00
All Saints, Bloomington, IN 95.00
St. George, Indianapolis, IN 1,048.00
St. George, Terre Haute, IN 278.00
St. Andrew, Lexington, KY 371.00
All Saints, Salina, KS 100.00
St. Mary, Wichita, KS 535.00
St. George, Wichita, KS 500.00
St. Basil, Metairie, LA 594.00

St. Mary, Cambridge, MA 315.00
St. John, Dedham, MA 665.00
All Saints, Hingham, MA 183.00
St. George, Lowell, MA 307.00
St. George, Methuen, MA 225.00
St. George, Norwood, MA 617.00
St. George, W. Roxbury, MA 2,663.00
St. George, Worcester, MA 920.00
St. Mary, Hunt Valley, MD 305.00
Holy Cross, Linthicum, MD 250.00
Ss. Peter and Paul, Potomac, MD 1,444.00
St. Mary, Berkley, MI 200.00
St. George, Flint, MI 152.00
St. George, Grand Rapids, MI 344.00
St. Mary, Livonia, MI 1000.00
St. Nicholas, Kentwood, MI 679.00
St. George, Troy, MI 850.00
St. George, Vicksburg, MS 200.00
St. Vincent of Lerins, Omaha, NE 25.00
St. Anthony, Bergenfield, NJ 500.00
St. George, Little Falls, NJ 1,100.00
St. Stephen, S. Plainfield, NJ 327.00
Holy Trinity, Santa Fe, NM 260.00
St. George, Albany, NY 283.00
St. Mary, Brooklyn, NY 874.00
St. Nicholas, Brooklyn, NY 1,000.00
St. Michael’s, Geneva, NY 715.00
Archangel Gabriel, S. Glen Falls, NY 10.00
St. George, S. Glen Falls, NY 250.00
St. Elias, Syracuse, NY 393.00
St. George, Utica, NY 75.00
Virgin Mary, Yonkers, NY 300.00
St. Michael, Las Vegas, NV 250.00
St. George, Akron, OH 500.00
St. George, Canton, OH 206.00
Holy Cross, Canton, OH 256.00
St. George, Cleveland, OH 500.00
St. James, Loveland, OH 100.00
St. Matthew, N. Royalton, OH 111.00
St. Elias, Sylvania, OH 200.00
St. Mark, Youngstown, OH 200.00
St. Elijah, Oklahoma City, OK 2,190.70
St. Antony, Tulsa, OK 101.00
St. George, Portland, OR 350.00
St. George, Altoona, PA 200.00
St. John, Beaver Falls, PA 200.00
St. George, Bridgeville, PA 200.00

St. Mary, Chambersburg, PA 367.00
St. Paul, Emmaus, PA 100.00
St. Michael, Greensburg, PA 143.00
St. Mary, Johnstown, PA 200.00
St. Michael, Monessen, PA 92.00
St. George, New Kensington, PA 471.12
St. Philip, Souderton, PA 1,368.10
St. George, Upper Darby, PA 150.00
St. Mary, Wilkes-Barre, PA 191.00
St. John, York, PA 87.00
St. Mary, Pawtucket, RI 371.00
Christ the Savior, Anderson, SC 50.00
St. John, Memphis, TN 200.00
St. Elias, Austin, TX 508.00
St. Michael, Beaumont, TX 476.00
Orthodox Mission, College Station, TX 75.00
Ss. Constantine and Helen, Dallas, TX 332.00
St. Joseph, Houston, TX 170.00
St. George, Houston, TX 1,007.00
St. Anthony, Spring, TX 225.00
St. Gregory, Falls Church, VA 770.00
St. Nicholas, Cedarburg, WI 500.00
St. Elias, La Crosse, WI 140.00
St. Ignatius, Monoma, WI 275.00
St. George, Charleston, WV 1,026.60
St. Philip, Edmonton, AB 167.00
St. Anthony, Halifax, NS 748.00
St. Elias, Ottawa, ON 1,000.00
St. George, Richmond Hill, ON 1,016.00
St. Ignatius, Windsor, ON 250.00
St. George, Montreal, PQ 1,000.00
St. Mary, Montreal, PQ 200.00
St. Nicholas, Montreal, PQ 580.55
ORGANIZATIONS
St. Elias Orthodox Fellowship 1,000.00
INDIVIDUALS
William Bacile 20.00
George Jabbour 1,000.00
Dr. Raymond and Nicole Kyriakos 200.00
Samuel Newey 500.00
Laurie Schade 20.00
Dr. George and Brenda Farha 1,000.00
Fr. George S. Corey 50.00
Philip and Paige LeMasters 500.00
Ann Suchodolski 100.00

TOTAL $61,056.88



would like further informa-
tion please contact:

Father Duane Pederson
PO Box 1310
Pearblossom, CA 93553
661-264-0440

AGREED STATEMENT
ON F IL IOQUE

ADOPTED BY NORTH
AMERICAN

ORTHODOX-
CATHOLIC

CONSULTATION

The North American
Orthodox-Catho l i c

Theological Consultation
concluded a four-year study
of the Filioque on October
25, when it unanimously
adopted an agreed text on
this difficult question that
has divided the two com-
munions for many cen-
turies. This important
development took place at
the 65th meeting of the
Consultation, held at St.
Paul ’s College in Wash-
ington, DC, under the joint
chairmanship of Metro-
politan Maximos of the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis
of Pittsburgh and Arch-
bishop Pilarczyk of
Cincinnati.

The original version of
the Creed most Christian
churches accept as the
standard expression of their
faith dates from the first
Council of Constantinople,
in 381, and has been used
by Orthodox Christians
since that time. Towards
the end, this Creed states

that the Holy Spirit “pro-
ceeds from the Father.” The
word Filioque (“and the
Son”) was later added to
the Latin version of this
Creed used in the West, so
that the phrase as most
western Christians know it
reads that the Holy Spirit
“proceeds from the Father
and the Son.” This modifi-
cation appeared in some
areas of Western Europe as
early as the 6th century but
was accepted in Rome only
in the 11th century. This
change in the wording of
the Creed and the underly-
ing variations in under-
standing the origin and pro-
cession of the Holy Spirit
within the Trinity have long
been considered a church-
dividing issue between
Catholics and Orthodox.
The Consultation had been
studying this question since
1999 in the hope of eventu-
ally releasing an agreed
statement.

Entitled “The Filioque: A
Church-Dividing Issue?”,
the ten-thousand word text
has three major sections.
The first, “The Holy Spirit
in the Scriptures,” summa-
rizes references to the
Spirit in both the Old and
New Testaments. The more
lengthy second section,
“Historical Considerations,”
provides an overview of the
origins of the two traditions
concerning the eternal pro-
cession of the Spirit and the
slow process by which the
Filioque was added to the
Creed in the West. It also
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ORTHODOX
CHRIST IAN

PRISON MINISTRY

P rison Fellowship Inter-
national (PFI) held its

Seventh World Convocation
of Prison Fellowship
International in Toronto,
Canada, August 6-9, 2003.
More than 850 people were
in attendance including
Orthodox Christians from
six traditionally Orthodox
countries. In addition,
(Archimandrite) Fr. Duane
Pederson and Fr. David
Ogan of Orthodox Christian
Prison Ministry represented
the Orthodox of North
America.

PFI is the world’s largest
volunteer organization
working within the criminal
justice field, whose mission
is to work with prisoners,
ex-prisoners, victims and
their families, and to pro-
mote criminal justice
reforms using restorative
justice. Restorative justice
offers victims and offenders
the opportunity to meet
and repair the damage done
by crime, and it helps the
offender return to a mean-
ingful role in society.

Father Duane Pederson,
the founder of Orthodox
Christian Prison Ministry
(OCPM) and Prisoner
Aftercare Project (PAP),
brought to the conference
more than 40 years of expe-
rience ministering to those
in prison and at-risk on the
street. OCPM publishes

study and devotional mater-
ial relevant to its mission
and distributes these books,
icon prayer cards and pam-
phlets in 650 prisons in
North America. They main-
tain ongoing correspon-
dence and visitations with
Orthodox Christians and
inquirers who are prisoners.

Orthodox Christian
Prison Ministry is a domes-
tic mission serving all
Orthodox Christians in
prison and the many hun-
dreds of inquirers who seek
the fullness of communion
with God offered in the
spiritual sacramental life of
the Orthodox Church.

Orthodox Christians are
ever mindful that the
ancient Hebrews lived in
bondage to the Egyptian
pharaohs, that Pontius
Pilate incarcerated our
Lord Jesus Christ, and that
many of the holy apostles
and numerous saints of the
Church were imprisoned,
exiled or forced into bond-
ed servitude. According to
Holy Scriptures, all people
live in bondage to sin and
death until transformed
into life and eternal com-
munion with God through
faith and baptism. Jesus
taught concerning the Last
Judgment (Matthew 25)
that those who minister to
prisoners are ministering to
Him for, “I was in prison
and you visited Me.”

Of the 2.1 million Amer-
icans in prison today, sever-
al thousand are baptized
Orthodox Christians. If you

THE ORTHODOX WORLD
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shows how this question
concerning Trinitarian the-
ology became entwined
with disputes regarding
papal jurisdiction and pri-
macy, and reviews recent
developments in the
Catholic Church which
point to a greater awareness
of the unique and norma-
tive character of the origi-
nal Greek version of the
Creed as an expression of
the faith that unites the
Orthodox East and Catholic
West. The third section,
“Theological Reflections,”
emphasizes our limited
ability to speak of the inner
life of God, points out that
both sides of the debate
have often caricatured the
positions of the other, and
lists areas in which the tra-
ditions agree. It then
explores the differences
that have developed regard-
ing terminology, and identi-
fies both theological and
ecclesiological divergences.

In a final section, the
Consultation makes eight
recommendations to the
members and bishops of
the two churches. It recom-
mends that they “enter into
a new and earnest dialogue
concerning the origin and
person of the Holy Spirit.”
It also proposes that in the
future both Catholics and
Orthodox “refrain from
labeling as heretical the tra-
ditions of the other side” on
this subject, and that the
theologians of both tradi-
tions make a clearer dis-
tinction between the divini-
ty of the Spirit, and the
manner of the Spirit’s ori-
gin, “which still awaits full
and final ecumenical reso-
lution.” The text also urges
theologians to distinguish,
as far as possible, the theo-
logical issues concerning
the origin of the Holy Spirit
from ecclesiological issues,
and suggests that attention

be paid in the future to the
status of councils of both
our churches that took
place after the seven ecu-
menical councils of the first
millennium. And finally, in
view of the fact that the
Vatican has affirmed the
“normative and irrevocable
dogmatic value of the Creed
of 381” in its original Greek
version, the Consultation
recommends that the
Catholic Church use the
same text (without the
Filioque) “in making trans-
lations of that Creed for
catechetical and liturgical
use,” and declare that the
anathema pronounced by
the Second Council of
Lyons against those who
deny that the Spirit pro-
ceeds eternally from the
Father and the Son is no
longer applicable.

At this meeting the mem-
bers also took time to
review major developments
in the lives of their church-
es. Among the items dis-
cussed were the seminar on
Petrine Ministry that was
held in the Vatican in May;
the granting of autonomous
status to the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America;
the Orientale Lumen Con-
ference held in Washington,
DC, last June; the recent
Patriarchal Assembly of the
Maronite Catholic Church;
the presence of a delegation
from the Ecumenical
Patriarchate in Rome in
late June for the feast of
Sts. Peter and Paul headed
by Archbishop Demetrios of
America; the seminar spon-
sored by Pro Oriente on the
union of Transylvanian
Orthodox with Rome in
Cluj, Romania, last July;
the Faith and Order
response to Ut Unum Sint;
statements by the two
churches on same-sex mar-
riages; and the recent meet-

ing of the Joint Committee
of Orthodox and Catholic
Bishops in Baltimore.

The 66th meeting of the
Consultation is scheduled
to take place from June 1 to
3, 2004, at Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of
Theology in Brookline,
Massachusetts, and the
67th meeting from October
21 to 23, 2004.

The North American
Orthodox-Catholic Theo-
logical Consultation is
sponsored jointly by the
Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the Americas
(SCOBA), the Bishops ’
Committee for Ecumenical
and Interreligious Affairs of
the USCCB, and the
Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Since its
establishment in 1965, the
Consultation has now
issued 22 agreed statements
on various topics. All these
texts are now available on
the website of the US
Catholic Conference at:
h t t p : / / w w w . u s c c b .
org/seia/dialogues.htm

In addition to the two co-
chairmen, the Orthodox
members of the Con-
sultation include Father
Thomas FitzGerald (Secre-
tary), Archbishop Peter of
New York, Father Nicholas
Apostola, Prof. Susan
Ashbrook Harvey, Father
James Dutko, Prof. Paul
Meyendorff, Father Alex-
ander Golitzin, Father
Emmanuel Gratsias, Dr.
Robert Haddad, Father Paul
Schneirla, Father Robert
Stephanopoulos, and
Bishop Dimitrios of
Xanthos, General Secretary
of SCOBA (staff). The addi-
tional Catholic members
are Father Brian Daley, SJ
(Secretary), Msgr. Frederick
McManus, Prof. Thomas
Bird, Father Peter Galadza,
Msgr. John D. Faris, Father

John Galvin, Sister Jean
Goulet, CSC, Father Sidney
Griffith, ST, Father John
Long, SJ, Father David
Petras, Prof. Robin Darling
Young, and Father Ronald
Roberson, CSP (staff).

THE INST ITUTE  OF
MEDIC INE,

PSYCHOLOGY,  AND
REL IGION

HARVARD STUDY
INVITES

PROFESSIONALS TO
PARTIC IPATE IN
RESEARCH ON
HEALING IN
MEDICINE,

PSYCHOLOGY,  AND
REL IGION

The Orthodox Christian
approach to healing is

founded upon a holistic
understanding of the per-
son, which integrates physi-
cal, mental, and spiritual
aspects of health. Can a
holistic model of healing,
such as that practiced in
Byzantium, which empha-
sized the psychosomatic
interdependence of human
nature, be reconciled with
the specialized approaches
of today ’s healing disci-
plines?

Through a Lilly Founda-
tion Award and a
Metanexus Grant, John T.
Chirban, Ph.D., Th.D., a
Senior Fellow at the Center
for the Study of World
Religions at Harvard Uni-
versity and Director of the
Institute for Medicine,
Psychology, and Religion,
will lead research to explore
Orthodox Christian ap-
proaches to healing in view
of their historical roots and
modern practices.

This research project,
entitled “The Healing
Initiative: Healing in
Byzantium and Modern
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Holistic Health,” will
attempt to clarify the rela-
tionship between science
and faith in the healing
processes practiced by
Orthodox Christian profes-
sionals in the fields of con-
temporary medicine, psy-
chology and religion. The
project will identify histori-
cal and modern methods
employed by clergy and
physicians who have de-
veloped integrative ap-
proaches for healing con-
gruent with their beliefs.
This research will attempt
to answer the following
questions:

1. How can we draw
upon understandings
of healing from both
science and faith,
from the Orthodox
Christian perspective,
in our efforts to heal?

2. What are different
holistic approaches to
healing that have been
adapted by Orthodox
Christians — both his-
torically and in mod-
ern times? Can these
approaches enhance
the integrative work
for healing in our
modern, specialized
disciplines?

3. What can be done to
facilitate an interde-
pendent and integra-
tive dialogue between
the disciplines of heal-
ing to close the gap
between religious and
scientific disciplines
for Orthodox Chris-
tian professionals?

Orthodox Christianity’s
holistic approach to health
predates the modern divi-
sions of medicine, psychol-
ogy, and religion. Historical
examples of this approach
include the medical contri-
butions of St. Basil the
Great, Eusebios of Caesaria,
and St. Photios as well as
the cooperation between

clergy and physicians found
in the hospitals of
Byzantium.

Modern healing has
become divided into sepa-
rate disciplines. As a result,
contemporary Orthodox
clergy and health practi-
tioners are influenced by
two conflicting perspectives
about the role of science
and faith: first, faith which
espouses the holistic per-
spective and the psychoso-
matic understanding of the
person; and, second, the
healer’s specialized train-
ing. The Healing Initiative
will explore alternatives to
resolve this conflict of
methods for healing.

Dr. Chirban stated, “The
Orthodox Christian notion
of our holistic and psycho-
somatic nature is not limit-
ed to any single model
toward healing. Neverthe-
less, individual approaches
often manifest more or less
the integration of the psy-
chosomatic unity of the
person. The Healing
Initiative hopes to identify
the variety of ways in which
Orthodox Christians inte-
grate science and faith in
healing, and to generate
language which may better
clarify communication
between Orthodox Chris-
tian healers in religion and
the sciences. Potentially,
this endeavor will aid the
larger dialogue between
faith and science concern-
ing the integrative ap-
proaches for healing.”

Effective communication
between the religious and
scientific disciplines is
slowly transforming our
understanding of health.
Research models reveal
progression toward bridging
the gaps between the sur-
geon’s table, the analyst’s
couch, and the church’s
pew. Though the scientific
community has traditional-

ly viewed “spiritual healing”
with suspicion and vice-
versa, it is anticipated that
hostility between these
communities will be re-
placed by understanding,
clarification, affirmation,
and mutual support.

Conference on
The Healing Initiative

A “Conference on
Integrative Healing” will be
held April 23 and 24 at
Harvard University and
Hellenic College and Holy
Cross School of Theology.
The conference will bring
together scholars and lead-
ers in the field of Byzantine
studies and contemporary
health professionals to
share their research about
healing. Among the presen-
ters will be Archbishop
Anastasios Yannoulatos of
Albania, Harvard Univer-
sity; Alice-Mary Talbot,
Ph.D., Director of Dum-
barton Oaks, Harvard
University; Demetrios J.
Constantelos, Ph.D., Dis-
tinguished Professor of
History, Stockton College.

Clergy and Health
Professionals Sought for

Study
The Institute for Medi-

cine, Psychology, and
Religion (IMPR) is conduct-
ing a national survey of
Orthodox clergy and health
professionals in order to
understand the full diversi-
ty of perspectives on heal-
ing and faith in modern
times. Conceptual models
describing different ideas
and practices about the
relationship of faith and sci-
ence will be used to facili-
tate discussion on the vari-
ety of approaches used by
Orthodox clergy and health
professionals.

Clergy and Orthodox
Christian health providers
are sought to contribute
their vital input to this
research. A questionnaire

will be sent through the
Healing Initiative to all
health professionals and
clergy who would like to
participate in this study.
Clergy and health providers
who are Orthodox Chris-
tian should write to:

The Healing Initiative:
Healing in Byzantium and
Modern Holistic Health, PO
Box 380958, Cambridge,
MA 02138.
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IOCC LEBANON
EDUCATION

PROGRAM CITED FOR
EXCELLENCE

Baltimore (IOCC) —
Tens of thousands of

children in Lebanon won’t
have to learn on an empty
stomach or go without criti-
cal school supplies thanks
to a newly-expanded educa-
tion program by Interna-
tional Orthodox Christian
Charities (IOCC).

U.S. Agriculture Secre-
tary Ann M. Veneman cited
the program, funded by the
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, for its success in
improving child nutrition
and learning in Lebanon.

“Teachers [in Lebanon]
report that children have
more energy, concentrate
better and learn faster since
the school meals began,”
Secretary Veneman said,
“while more parents are
learning the value of educa-
tion, especially for their
daughters.”

Now in its third year, the
program will deliver nutri-
tious meals, school supplies
and lessons in health and

hygiene to an estimated
35,000 Lebanese children
in 180 public elementary
schools — nearly three
times the size of last year’s
program.

IOCC, the humanitarian
aid agency of Orthodox
Christians, recently was
approved by USDA to con-
tinue the program in
Lebanon for the 2003-2004
school year.

“We know, after two
years of doing this, that giv-
ing meals to underserved
children on a daily basis
has a significant impact on
how well they do in school,”
said IOCC Director of
Operations Samir Ishak,
who recently visited
Lebanon to oversee the
program’s extension. “The
school lunch program holds
out the promise of a
brighter, healthier future
for these children and for
Lebanon.”

Poor school performance
in Lebanon is often attrib-
uted to absenteeism, poor
health and hunger in chil-
dren. Public schools enroll
some of the most economi-
cally-disadvantaged chil-
dren in the country, many

of whom suffer from defi-
ciencies in vitamin A,
iodine and iron, according
to USDA’s Foreign Agri-
culture Service.

IOCC’s program address-
es these deficiencies,
increasing student motiva-
tion, improving concentra-
tion, enhancing energy lev-
els and providing an incen-
tive for children to come to
school, Ishak said.

“It is a joy to wake up
every day knowing that I
will receive a meal at
school,” said Marlene, a stu-
dent at Achrafieh School
for Girls in Beirut. “This
proves that someone cares
for me, for my brother and
for my friends.”

In addition to the meals,
IOCC provides school sup-
plies, lessons in good health
and hygiene habits, and
training for parents and
teachers. Making physical
repairs to participating
schools and providing

schools with equipment is
also part of the program.

Launched as a USDA
pilot project in 2001, the
McGovern-Dole Interna-
tional Food for Education
and Child Nutrition Pro-
gram is currently being run
in 21 countries in Africa,
Asia, Latin America, the
Middle East, and Eastern
Europe.

IOCC operates the $8
million program in north-
ern and southern  Lebanon
and in Greater Beirut, in
cooperation with the
University of Balamand and
the Lebanese Ministry of
Education. The food is pre-
pared and distributed by
IOCC with the help of local
non-governmental organi-
zations.

For more information
about IOCC’s programs in
Lebanon and 13 other
countries, please visit
www.iocc.org.

An IOCC staff member distributes lunches to kindergarten students
in Lebanon as part of IOCC’s education program.

Photo courtesy of IOCC

Marlene, a student at Achrafieh School for Girls in Beirut, is
thankful for the daily lunches and lessons she receives through
IOCC’s education program in Lebanon, now in its third year. She
is one of 35,000 Lebanese children whose prospects for doing
well in school are enhanced by participating in the program.

Photo courtesy of IOCC
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IOCC,  PARTNERS
TO AIRL IFT

MEDIC INES TO
IRAN QUAKE
SURVIVORS

Baltimore (IOCC) — In
response to the

December 26 earthquake in
Bam, Iran, International
Orthodox Christian Char-
ities (IOCC) and its part-
ners are preparing a con-
tainer of medical and
hygiene supplies for imme-
diate shipment to survivors
of the devastating earth-
quake.

The medical airlift is
scheduled to depart for Iran
by Tuesday, January 6.
IOCC, the humanitarian aid
agency of Orthodox Chris-
tians, is joining with
Church World Service
(CWS) and other partners
to deliver the urgently-
needed supplies.

The 20-foot container
shipment, valued at
$382,000, includes supplies
that will serve 1,000 people
for three months, plus
5,000 hygiene kits.

Survivors of the 6.6-mag-
nitude earthquake in south-
east Iran are in desperate
need of medicines and
medical supplies. Current
estimates are that the
earthquake killed more
than 28,000 people and
injured more than 10,000,
leaving tens of thousands
homeless.

IOCC and its partners are
preparing the medical airlift
in response to a request
from the Iranian Red
Crescent through the
Middle East Council of
Churches (MECC).

“We know from experi-
ence that natural disasters
of this scale create signifi-
cant health risks for sur-
vivors,” said IOCC Execu-

tive Director Constantine
M. Triantafilou. “These sup-
plies will go a long way in
preventing disease and
relieving suffering.”

The airlift ’s shipment
includes 100 parcels that
contain medicines for
adults and children, vita-
min and mineral supple-
ments, gauze bandages and
pads, Amoxicillin, topical
antiobiotic and anti-fungal
agents, anti-anemia drugs,
antiseptics and antihista-
mines.

The approximately 5,000
hygiene kits each contain a
hand towel, a washcloth, a
comb, a metal nail file or
nail clipper, a bar of soap, a
toothbrush, a tube of tooth-
paste and six Band-Aids.

The airlift is part of
IOCC’s overall effort to pro-
vide emergency relief and
reconstruction assistance
for victims of the Iran
earthquake. In addition to
the immediate needs, IOCC
is assessing the need for
long-term reconstruction
and development assistance
on the part of earthquake
survivors. IOCC also autho-
rized the procurement of
relief aid such as blankets,
stoves, tents, food and fresh
water to help meet the
urgent needs of survivors in
and around the city of Bam.

“It is critical that these
people have shelter from
the cold and other basic
necessities in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the earth-
quake,” said IOCC
Triantafilou. “Their survival
depends on it.”

IOCC, CWS and the
MECC are implementing
partners of Action by
Churches Together, an inter-
national alliance of churches
and relief agencies.

Previously, IOCC has
responded to earthquakes
in Turkey and Greece. In

the Middle East, IOCC also
has programs in Lebanon,
Iraq and the West Bank.

To support IOCC’s earth-
quake relief effort in Iran,
please mark donations
“Iran Earthquake Relief”
and send them to IOCC,
P.O. Box 630225, Balti-
more, MD 21263-0225.
Donations may also
be made on-line at
www.iocc.org or by calling
toll-free 1-877-803-4622.

POLISH ORTHODOX
AWARDED MEDAL
FOR ECUMENISM

BY
JONATHAN
LUXMOORE

W arsaw, (ENI) —
Seven members of

Poland’s Orthodox Church
were decorated with the
country ’s Gold Cross of
Merit for work in ecu-
menism and social work at
a ceremony in Warsaw’s
presidential palace led by
Marek Ungier, the head of
President Aleksander
Kwasniewski’s cabinet.

Among those honoured
was Miroslaw Matrenczyk,
programme executive of the
World Council of Churches’
Bialystok-based Eastern
Europe Office, which was
set up in 1994 to coordi-
nate ecumenical and ser-
vice programmes in the for-
mer Soviet Union, particu-
larly in Russia, Belarus,
Ukraine and the Central
Asian republics.

“This is an acknowledge-
ment that the Orthodox
Church is working for
others, and that its exem-
plary activities are being val-
ued,” said the Rev. Grzegorz
Misijuk, spokesman for the
Church’s eastern Bialystok-
Gdansk diocese.

Other recipients of the
honour included Professor
Aleksander Naumow, an
Orthodox Bible scholar;
Jerzy Tofiluk, the founder-
director of an iconography
school; and a church his-
torian, Grzegorz Sosna,
who was honoured with his
wife, Antonina Sosna.

The 570,000-member
Autocephalous Orthodox
Church in Poland has fre-
quently complained of dis-
crimination in Poland,
where Roman Catholics
make up about 95 percent
of the population of 39 mil-
lion.

Thanks to Mary Ann
Bulko for putting it so well,
that “Still He comes to us
oftentimes, through others
— friends, neighbors,
teachers, family, voices of
Saints and Fathers of the
Church.” Were it not for
these messengers in my life,
I could be a lost sheep!

Ms. Katie Lynch
St. George Church,

Boston, MA

THE
PEOPLE
SPEAK …
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REMEMBERING OUR FIRST LOVE
By VERY REV.  FR.  MICHAEL  ELL IAS

EASTERN REGION SPIR ITUAL ADVISOR

In the second chapter of the Revelation to
John, also known as the Apocalypse, the Apostle
John records these words of Jesus Christ to the
church in Ephesus: “I know you are enduring
patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and
you have not grown weary. But I have this
against you, that you have abandoned the love
you had at first” (Revelation 2:3-4).

Ephesus was the commercial metropolis of
Asia and the seat of the proconsular Roman gov-
ernment. Such a setting encouraged a diversity of
philosophies and religious practices including the
imperial cult, and the worship of Artemis and
even sorcery, into which some Ephesian
Christians may have fallen. Christ is calling the
Ephesian church back to its roots, back to its
primitive faith in the love of the risen Lord.

We all remember our “first love,” but we typi-
cally mean by that reference our first romantic
crush or our first sweetheart. Sometimes we even
talk about our “first love” as the thing or activity
of most importance to us in our lives. In our con-
text, however, the “first love” to which our Lord
refers is the matter of ultimate importance — our
love of Him as a response to His saving and sanc-
tifying love for us.

Since Metropolitan Philip established the
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch in January 1975
under the chairmanship of Albert Joseph and
Archpriests Paul Schneirla and Antony Gabriel,
its “fist love” has been to provide a retirement
housing stipend for the faithful clergy of the

Antiochian Archdiocese of North
America. Yes, The Order now nears
3000 members, and its annual bud-
get now exceeds $1 million. Yes,
The Order has contributed over
$11 million to many worthwhile
projects, including the Antiochian
Village and other camping pro-

grams, Campus Ministry, the Special
Olympics, international emergency relief,
Missions and Evangelism and hosts of others,
but its “first love” was, and remains, a digni-
fied retirement for archdiocesan clergy.

At present the Metropolitan grants the
retired clergy a retirement allowance as a
housing stipend which means that the
allowance is not taxable under the U.S. feder-
al tax code. The retired clergy allowance is
not a qualified pension plan. The allowance
equals $23.33 per month multiplied by the
number of years of active service in the
Antiochian Archdiocese to a maximum of
thirty years. The current maximum
allowance, therefore, is $700 per month. Let
us think about that for a moment: $700 per
month. Try getting even an apartment in any
major metropolitan center for that amount of
money!

I currently have the privilege of serving as
the pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Brooklyn,
NY, where Fr. Paul Schneirla served for 51
years, following ten more years in two previ-
ous parishes. During that time, Fr. Paul was
the Secretary of the Archdiocese, the
Chairman of the Department of Inter-
Orthodox and Inter-Faith Relations, the Vicar
General of the Western Rite, a professor of
Old Testament at St. Vladimir’s Seminary and
a full-time pastor. After all of that service this
distinguished and committed man earned a
retirement “benefit” of $700 a month. What
is wrong with this picture? Would we encour-
age any of our sons to take a position with
that kind of retirement plan?

The Department of Clergy Benefits, which I
chair, is currently undertaking an actuarial
study to determine the needs of this retire-
ment fund based on current resources and

expected retirements. We will definitely want
to increase the current stipend, but any
increase will require greater contributions
from the Order of St. Ignatius. Additionally,
as our God-protected archdiocese continues
to grow and prosper, we will require more
clergy who will need and deserve a dignified
retirement.

It is the parish priest who baptizes us and
our brethren, who marries our couples and
buries our departed loved ones. It is the
parish priest who counsels and supports in
times of trouble, organizes church schools
and youth programs, reaches out to new
believers and the community at large. We
expect our priests to sing and serve well, to
preach effectively, to visit the elderly, the
home-bound, the lapsed and the needy, to
raise money and to administer efficiently. We
expect him to do these things for 30 years
(for a fraction of what he could make in secu-
lar employment), and then we say, “Here’s
your $700 per month. Go your way and fend
for yourself.”

While the Order of St. Ignatius does many
wonderful things, we ought not to forget one
of its first and most important imperatives —
the care of those who care for us, the priests.
As beneficiaries of The Order’s good work, it
is incumbent upon our clergy to encourage
membership in The Order. As recipients of
our pastors’ dedication and service it is
incumbent upon our faithful prayerfully to
consider membership in The Order at a cost
of less than $10 per week. As the “philan-
thropic arm” of the Antiochian Archdiocese
in North America it is incumbent on the
members of The Order not to “abandon the
love you had at first.”


