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The Parable of the Farmer        Grades: Preschool

1. Have you ever planted a seed? What did you need to do after your 
planted it?
2. In this parable, a farmer plants seeds four times. Each time something 
different happens because of the ground. What happened to the seeds that 
fell by the side of the road?  On the rocky dirt?  Among the weeds?
3. What happened to the seeds that fell in the good soil?
4. Why did they live?
5. Jesus told this parable because He wants us to learn something. What 
does Jesus want us to know?

Jesus told this story, 

“A farmer went out to 
his fi eld to plant some 
seeds.  First, some of 
the seeds fell by the side 
of the road. They were 
eaten by birds.

Second, some of the 
seeds fell on rocky dirt. 
They died because they 
had no water. 

Third, some seeds fell 
among weeds. They 
died because they were 
crowded by the weeds. 

Finally, some of the 
seeds fell on good soil 
and grew and grew until 
the whole fi eld was fi lled 
with an abundant crop of 
healthy plants.”
     
The people asked Jesus 
what this story meant.  
He answered them.

“The seeds are like 
God’s lessons. The birds, 
rocks, and weeds are like 
some people’s hearts.  
Some people do not re-
ally listen to what God 
is teaching. They do not 
do what God wants them 
to. But when the seeds 
fell on good soil, it grew. 
The good soil is like the 
heart of a person who 
listens carefully to God’s 
lessons, and does what 
God wants.”
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The Parable of the Farmer        Grades: K-2

1. Have you ever planted a seed? What did you need to do after your 
planted it? What helped it grow? 
2. In this parable, a farmer plants seeds four times. Each time some-
thing different happens because of the ground. What happened to the 
seeds that fell by the side of the road?  On the rocky dirt?  Among the 
weeds?
3. The last time the farmed sowed seeds, what kind of ground was it?
4. In this parable, the seeds are God’s teachings.
5. The good soil is the heart of a person who wants to follow Jesus.
5. Jesus told this parable because He wants us to learn something. 
What does Jesus want us to know?

Jesus told this story, 

“A farmer went out to his 
fi eld to plant some seeds.  
First, some of the seeds fell 
by the side of the road. They 
were eaten by birds.

Second, some of the seeds 
fell on rocky dirt. They died 
because they had no water. 

Third, some seeds fell among 
weeds. They died because 
they were crowded by the 
weeds. 

Finally, some of the seeds 
fell on good soil and grew 
and grew until the whole fi eld 
was fi lled with an big crop of 
healthy plants.”
     
The people asked Jesus what 
this story meant.  He an-
swered them.

“The seeds are like God’s 
lessons. The birds, rocks, and 
weeds are like some people’s 
hearts.  Some people do not 
really listen to what God is 
teaching. They do not do what 
God wants them to. But when 
the seeds fell on good soil, it 
grew. The good soil is like the 
heart of a person who listens 
carefully to God’s lessons, 
and does what God wants.”



1. Listen carefully to the song, Only 
Begotten Son, which we sing during the 
second antiphon of the Divine Liturgy: 
Who do we say is the Word of God in 
this Song?
2. When Jesus explains his parable to 
his disciples what does he say the seed 
is?

3. When does the seed grow in this par-
able?
4. Where does Jesus, the word, take 
root and grow?
5. Why should we be patient?
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The Parable of the Sower        Grade: 3-5

The Lord spoke this parable: 
“A sower went out to sow his seed; and as 
he sowed, some fell 
along the path, and was 
trodden under foot, 
and the birds of the air 
devoured it. 

And some fell on the 
rock; and as it grew 
up, it withered away, 
because it had no mois-
ture. 

And some feel among 
thorns; and the thorns 
grew with it and 
choked it. 

And some fell into 
good soil and grew, 
and yielded a hun-
dredfold.” And when 
his disciples asked 
him what this parable 
meant, Jesus said, “To 
you it has been given 
to know the secrets of 
the kingdom of God; but for other they are in 
parables, so that seeing they may not see, and 
hearing they may not understand. 

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word 
of God. The ones along the path are those who 
have heard; then the devil comes and takes 

away the word from 
their hearts, that they 
may not believe and be 
saved. 

And the ones on the 
rock those who, when 
they hear the word, 
receive it with joy; but 
these have no root, they 
believe for a while and 
in time of temptation 
fall away. 

And as for what fell 
among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, 
but as they go on their 
way they are choked 
by the cares and riches 
and pleasures of life, 
and their fruit does not 
mature. 

And for that in the good 
soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold 
it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring 
forth fruit with patience.” As Jesus said this, 
he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.”
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The Parable of the Sower        Grade: Middle School

spoke this parable, “A sower went out to 
sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell 
along the path, and was 
trodden under foot, and the 
birds of the air devoured 
it. And some fell on the 
rock; and as it grew up, it 
withered away, because it 
had no moisture. And some 
feel among thorns; and the 
thorns grew with it and 
choked it. And some fell 
into good soil and grew, 
and yielded a hundredfold.” 
And when his disciples 
asked him what this parable 
meant, Jesus said, “To you 
it has been given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom 
of God; but for other they are in parables, 
so that seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand. 

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word 
of God. The ones along the path are those 
who have heard; then the devil comes and 

takes away the word from their hearts, that 
they may not believe and be saved. 

And the ones on the rock those who, when 
they hear the word, receive it with joy; but 
these have no root, they believe for a while 
and in time of temptation fall away. 

And as for what fell among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, but as they go on their 

way they are choked by the 
cares and riches and pleasures 
of life, and their fruit does not 
mature. 

And for that in the good soil, 
they are those who, hearing 
the word, hold it fast in an 
honest and good heart, and 
bring forth fruit with pa-
tience.” As Jesus said this, he 
called out, “He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear.”

1. What is the seed in this parable?
2. Listen carefully to the song, Only Begotten Son, which 
we sing during the second antiphon of the Divine Liturgy: 
what do we sing about the only begotten son in the fi rst 
phrase of this song?
3. Is the seed in this parable a phrase, a commandment, a 
book, or a person?
4. If your mom hugs you, what would her action of hugging 
say to you?  What, then, does it mean to hear her hug?
5. If you yell at your parents: “Why don’t you hear me?”  
What would you mean by “hear me?”
6. If the seed or word of God in this parable were the person 
Jesus Christ, what would it mean to hear him?  How could 
we hear Jesus like the seed that fell on good soil?

The Lord
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The Parable of the Sower        Grade: High School

The Lord spoke this 
parable: 

“A sower went out to sow his 
seed; and as he sowed, some fell 
along the path, and was trodden 
under foot, and the birds of the air 
devoured it. And some fell on the 
rock; and as it grew up, it withered 

away, because it had no moisture. 
And some feel among thorns; and 
the thorns grew with it and choked 
it. And some fell into good soil and 
grew, and yielded a hundredfold.” 
And when his disciples asked him 
what this parable meant, Jesus said, 
“To you it has been given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom of God; 
but for other they are in parables, 
so that seeing they may not see, and 
hearing they may not understand. 

Now the parable is this: The seed 
is the word of God. The ones along 

the path are those who have heard; 
then the devil comes and takes away 
the word from their hearts, that they 
may not believe and be saved. 

And the ones on the rock those who, 
when they hear the word, receive 
it with joy; but these have no root, 
they believe for a while and in time 
of temptation fall away. 

And as for 
what fell 
among the 
thorns, they 
are those who 
hear, but as 
they go on 
their way they 
are choked 
by the cares 
and riches and 
pleasures of 
life, and their 
fruit does not 

mature. 

And for that in the good soil, they 
are those who, hearing the word, 
hold it fast in an honest and good 
heart, and 
bring forth 
fruit with 
patience.” 
As Jesus 
said this, he 
called out, 
“He who 
has ears to 
hear, let him 
hear.”

1. What is the seed in this parable?
2. Listen carefully to the song, Only Begotten 
Son, which we sing during the second antiphon 
of the Divine Liturgy: what do we sing about the 
only begotten son in the fi rst phrase of this song?
3. If the seed or word of God in this parable were 
the person Jesus Christ, what would it mean to 
hear him?  How could we hear Jesus like the seed 
that fell on good soil?
4. What would it mean to hold Jesus fast in our 
hearts?  How could we do that?
5. What can we do to create honest and good 
hearts in ourselves so that Jesus can dwell in 
them?
 


