
Twenty-ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 14:16-24     December 12, 2004
“Excuse Me from the Banquet”        Grades: Preschool 

1. In the story Jesus told, a man gave a great banquet? A banquet is a big dinner. Have you been to a banquet? 
2. The master had a servant. He told the servant to go out and tell everyone the banquet was ready.
3. Did anyone come when the servant did that? What other things did they have to do?
4. The master finally told the servant to make people come. 
5. The story ends with the master saying “For many are called, but few are chosen.” This is to teach us a lesson.
6. God calls each of us to a banquet every Sunday. It is Holy Communion. We should not have excuses, like, “I don’t want to get 
out of bed,” or, “I want to stay home and watch TV.” God wants us to come to church, and Holy Communion every Sunday,

Jesus told this story: 
“A man gave a great banquet, 
and invited a lot of people. 
On that day, he sent a servant 
through the village to say that 
everything was ready, and to 
come to the banquet.

“The servant came back and 
told the master that each of 
the guests had an excuse for 
not coming to the banquet. 
One had a new field that he 
had to look over, another had 
a bought new animal that he 
wanted to see.

“The master became angry. He 
told the servant to go into the 
city and invite the poor, and 
those who could not walk, and 
those who were blind. The ser-
vant said, ‘We have done that 
already. There is still room!

“The master then said, “Go 
out onto the highways, and 
make people come, that my 
house may be filled! And I tell 
you, none of those who were 
invited will taste my banquet. 
For many are called, but few 
are chosen.”



Twenty-ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 14:16-24     December 12, 2004
“Excuse Me from the Banquet”        Grades: K-2

1. In the story Jesus told, a man gave a great banquet? Have you been to a banquet? What happens at a banquet?
2. The master had a servant. What was the first thing he asked the servant to do?
3. Did the invited people come to the banquet? Why, or why not?
4. Who came to the banquet?  Was there still room after they came?
5. What did the master say then?
6. The story ends with the master saying, “Many are called, but few are chosen.” This is to teach us a lesson. God wants ev-
eryone in the kingdom, to live with Him forever. When we come to Holy Communion each Sunday, we come to the banquet 
of our Lord. We should not have excuses, like, “I don’t want to get out of bed,” or, “I want to stay home and watch TV.” God 
wants us to come to church. We must be sure to “say yes” to God. 

Jesus told this story: 
“A man gave a great banquet, 
and invited a lot of people. 
On that day, he sent a servant 
through the village to say that 
everything was ready, and to 
come to the banquet.

“The servant came back and 
told the master that each of the 
guests had an excuse for not 
coming to the banquet. One had 
a new field that he had to look 
over, another had a bought new 
animal that he wanted to see.

“The master became angry. 
He told the servant to go into 
the city and invite the poor, 
and those who could not walk, 
and those who were blind. The 
servant said, ‘We have done that 
already. There is still room!

“The master then said, “Go out 
onto the highways, and make 
people come, that my house 
may be filled! And I tell you, 
none of those who were invited 
will taste my banquet. For many 
are called, but few are chosen.”



1. Have you ever thrown a party? 
What did you do to get ready for 
it?
2. After preparing for your party, 
how would you have felt if none 
of your guests came?
3. Why is the master in this gospel 
upset that his guests didn’t come 
to his dinner? What are the people 

in the gospel saying is important 
to them?
4. Who do you think the master in 
this gospel represents?
5. Who do you think the people in 
the story represent?
6. What dinner does God invite 
you to? How can you show God 
that you value His invitation?

T h e  L o r d 
spoke this parable: 
“A man once gave a 
great banquet, and 
invited many; and 
at the time for the 
banquet he sent his 
servant to say to 
those who had been 
invited, ‘Come, for 
all is now ready.’ 

But, one by one, 
they all began to 
make excuses. The 
first said to him, ‘I 
have bought a field, 
and I must go out 
and see it; I pray 
you, have me excused.’ And another said, 
‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go 
to examine them; I pray you, have me ex-
cused.’ And another said, ‘I have married a 
wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 

So the servant came 
and reported this 
to his master. Then 
the householder 
in anger said to 
his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly to the 
streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring 
in the poor and 
maimed and blind 
and lame.’ And the 
servant said, ‘Sir, 
what you com-
manded has been 
done, and still there 
is room.’ 

And the master said 
to the servant, ‘Go 

out to the highways and hedges, and com-
pel people to come in, that my house may 
be filled. For I tell you, none of those men 
who were invited shall taste my banquet. 
For many are called, but few are chosen.”
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spoke this parable: “A 
man once gave a great 
banquet, and invited 
many; and at the time 
for the banquet he sent 
his servant to say to 
those who had been 
invited, ‘Come, for all 
is now ready.’ But, one 
by one, they all began 
to make excuses. The 
first said to him, ‘I have 
bought a field, and I 
must go out and see 
it; I pray you, have me 
excused.’ And another 
said, ‘I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I go 
to examine them; I pray 
you, have me excused.’ 
And another said, ‘I 
have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot 
come.’ So the servant 
came and reported this 
to his master. Then the 
householder in anger 
said to his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly to the streets 
and lanes of the city, and 
bring in the poor and 
maimed and blind and 
lame.’ And the servant 
said, ‘Sir, what you 
commanded has been 

done, and still there is 
room.’ And the master 
said to the servant, ‘Go 

out to the highways and 
hedges, and compel peo-
ple to come in, that my 
house may be filled. For 
I tell you, none of those 
men who were invited 
shall taste my banquet. 
For many are called, but 
few are chosen.”

1. Why is the master upset 
the guests didn’t come to his 
dinner? How would this make 
you feel? Why?
2. Do you think the guests had 
good reasons for not going to 
the dinner? Why or why not?
3. What would you want 
guests to do to prepare for a 
party you were hosting?
4. Who do you think the mas-
ter represents in this story? 
Why do you say that?
5. What dinner does God 
invite you to?
6. How can you be a thank-
ful guest? How can you show 
God you value His invitation 
and preparation?

The Lord
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1. What are the people in the 
story saying is important to 
them? How do you know this?
2. Who do you think the master 
represents in the story? Why?
3. Why is the master upset no 
one came to his dinner?
4. What did you do today? What 
do your actions say about what 
is important to you?
5. How can one decide which 
priorities come first?
6. What actions do we do as a 
family to show serving God is a 
priority? What actions do you do 
to show serving God is a priority 
for you?
7. Is it ever okay or necessary 
to miss church? When? Why or 
why not?

spoke this parable: “A 
man once gave a great 
banquet, and invited 
many; and at the time 
for the banquet he sent 
his servant to say to 
those who had been 
invited, ‘Come, for all 
is now ready.’ But, one 
by one, they all began 
to make excuses. The 
first said to him, ‘I have 
bought a field, and I 
must go out and see 
it; I pray you, have me 
excused.’ And another 
said, ‘I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I go 
to examine them; I pray 
you, have me excused.’ 
And another said, ‘I 
have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot 
come.’ So the servant 
came and reported this 
to his master. Then the 
householder in anger 
said to his servant, ‘Go 

out quickly to 
the streets and 
lanes of the 
city, and bring 
in the poor 
and maimed 
and blind and 
lame.’ 

And the 
servant said, 
‘Sir, what you 
commanded 
has been 
done, and still 
there is room.’ 
And the 
master said to 
the servant, 
‘Go out to the 
highways and hedges, 
and compel people to 
come in, that my house 
may be filled. For I tell 
you, none of those men 
who were invited shall 
taste my banquet. For 
many are called, but few 
are chosen.”

The Lord 


