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Jesus Says, “Stay Close to Me” 
Jesus, our Lord, said to his followers, 
 “It may be hard to be a Christian. You must 
always do what is right and good. You must 
stay close to me. If you do this, I will intro-
duce you to my Father in heaven. 
 
“You must love me more than anyone else. 
You must love me more than your mother 
and father. Just as I had a hard time when 
I carried my cross, so you must be ready 
for whatever hard times come your way. You 
must take up your cross, whatever it is.” 
 
“If you are rich here, it is not so important 
to God. If you are poor here, it is not so im-
portant to God. What is most important is 
that you stay close to me. I will be with you 
always. No matter what happens, stay close 
to me.” 
 

 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 
1. Jesus said that it might be hard to be a 
Christian. We must do what is right and 
good. What is one thing you do that is 
good? 

2. Jesus said we should stay close to Him. 
How do we do this? 

3. If we are right and good, and stay close 
to Jesus, who will we meet in heaven? 

4. Jesus said that if we are rich here 
on earth, it is not so important. He said 
if we are poor that is not so important. 
What IS important ? 

5. What is one way we stay close to 
Jesus? 

6. Look at the icon above. This shows a 
time when Jesus told his disciples to let 
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the children come to him. He blessed them. 
You can draw a picture of yourself just like 
you were there, in front of Jesus. 

7. Can you pretend you were there? Do you 
feel special? What would you say to Jesus?  

8. Never forget, Jesus is with us always. 



 Next week 

Jesus Calls His  
Disciples 
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Jesus says, “Stay Close to Me” 
Jesus, our Lord, said to his disciples, 

“It may be hard to be a Christian. You must always do 

what is right and good. You must stay close to me. If 

you do this, I will introduce you to my Father in heaven. 

 

“You must love me more than anyone else. You must love 

me more than your mother and father. Just as I had a 

hard time when I carried my cross, so you must be 

ready for whatever hard times come your way. You must 

take up your cross, whatever it is.” 

 

Then Peter said, “Lord, we have left everything to fol-

low you. What will become of us?” Jesus said, “Truly, 

when it is the end of the world, I shall be on my throne. 

You will sit on thrones also to judge the people of God. 

Everyone who has left home, or family for my sake, will 

get back all that he has left, and much, much, more. 

Then you will much in heaven. Don’t be fooled. Those 

who have a lot in this life may have nothing in heaven. 

And those who seem poor in this life will be rich in 

heaven. What is most important is staying close to me. 

Stay close to me.” 

 

 

 

 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 
1. When Jesus said, “It may be hard to 
be a Christian,” he was telling his disci-
ples, or followers, what they must do. 
What are the two things he said we 
must do? 
2. What is one way we stay close to 
Jesus? 

3. Jesus is our creator. He loves us. He 
told us that we must love him more than 
anyone. How do you show that you love 
Jesus? 
4. Jesus had a terrible death. He car-
ried the cross that he would be nailed 
to. When we have a hard time, it is like 
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we are carrying a cross.  
5. Can you think of anyone who sick or 
hurt, or having a rough time because 
others are making fun of him or her? 
6. In the hard times, ask Jesus to help 
as you. What did Jesus say is most im-
portant?  



 Next week 

Jesus Calls His Dis-ciples 
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“Whoever does not take up his cross . . .” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30 

1. What do we need to do so 
that Christ will acknowledge us 
before his father? 
2. What does the word, 
“acknowledge” mean? 
3. How do we acknowledge 
Christ when we cross ourselves? 

4. How do we acknowledge 
Christ when we say the creed? 
5. How can you acknowledge 
Christ at home? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Lord said to his disciples, 
“Every one who acknowledges me before men, I also 
will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; 
but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 
before my Father who is in heaven. 

 

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does 
not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” 

 

Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, we have left everything 
and followed you. What then shall we have?” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, 
when the Son of man shall sit on his glorious throne, 
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every 
one who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father 
or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, 
will receive a hundred-fold, and inherit eternal life. 
But many that are first will be last, and the last first.” 
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Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Every one who 
acknowledges me before men, 
I also will acknowledge before 
my Father who is in heaven; 
but whoever denies me before 
men, I also will deny before 
my Father who is in heaven. 

 

“Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; 
and whoever does not take his 
cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me.” 

 

Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, 
we have left everything and 
followed you. What then shall 
we have?” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, in the new 
world, when the Son of man 
shall sit on his glorious 
throne, you who have fol-
lowed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And 
every one who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father 
or mother or children or lands, 

for my name’s sake, will re-
ceive a hundred-fold, and in-
herit eternal life. But many 
that are first will be last, and 
the last first.” 

Focus questions 

 

1. What does it mean 
to acknowledge 
Christ? 
2. Why is that hard to 
do sometimes? 
3. How do we ac-
knowledge Christ at 
church? 
4. How do your par-
ents or godparents 
acknowledge Christ at 
work? 
5. How does your fam-
ily acknowledge 
Christ at home? 
6. What can you do 
this week to acknowl-
edge Christ? 

Next week:  Jesus Calls His Disciples 
 
 

4th Sunday of 
All the Saints, 

Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30 
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Will you be denied? 



Jesus said to his  
disciples, “Every one who 
acknowledges me before men, 
I also will acknowledge before 
my Father who is in heaven; 
but whoever denies me before 
men, I also will deny before 
my Father who is in heaven. 

 

“Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more 

than me is not worthy of me; 
and whoever does not take 
his cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me.” 

 

Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, 
we have left everything and 
followed you. What then 
shall we have?” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, in 
the new world, when the 
Son of man shall sit on his 
glorious throne, you who 
have followed me will also 
sit on twelve thrones, judg-
ing the twelve tribes of Is-
rael. And every one who has 
left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or 
children or lands, for my 
name’s sake, will receive a 
hundred-fold, and inherit 
eternal life. But many that 
are first will be last, and the 
last first.” 

 

 
 

 

 

Focus questions 
 
1. Is loving your family 
a bad thing? 
2. What do we do to 
love our families? 
3. How might someone 
love their family more 
than Jesus? 
4. Why would Jesus 
say this is a problem? 
5. What do you think 
about Jesus saying 
this? 
6. Is there anything 
you sometimes choose 
over Jesus? 
7. What can you do to 
practice loving Jesus? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week: Jesus Calls His Disciples 
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Do you acknowledge Jesus? 

4th Sunday of 
All the Saints, 

Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30 


