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The Parable of the Farmer        Grades: Preschool

1. Have you ever planted a seed? What did you need to do after your 
planted it?
2. In this parable, a farmer plants seeds four times. Each time something 
different happens because of the ground. What happened to the seeds that 
fell by the side of the road?  On the rocky dirt?  Among the weeds?
3. What happened to the seeds that fell in the good soil?
4. Why did they live?
5. Jesus told this parable because He wants us to learn something. What 
does Jesus want us to know?

Jesus told this story, 

“A farmer went out to 
his fi eld to plant some 
seeds.  First, some of 
the seeds fell by the side 
of the road. They were 
eaten by birds.

Second, some of the 
seeds fell on rocky dirt. 
They died because they 
had no water. 

Third, some seeds fell 
among weeds. They 
died because they were 
crowded by the weeds. 

Finally, some of the 
seeds fell on good soil 
and grew and grew until 
the whole fi eld was fi lled 
with an abundant crop of 
healthy plants.”
     
The people asked Jesus 
what this story meant.  
He answered them.

“The seeds are like 
God’s lessons. The birds, 
rocks, and weeds are like 
some people’s hearts.  
Some people do not re-
ally listen to what God 
is teaching. They do not 
do what God wants them 
to. But when the seeds 
fell on good soil, it grew. 
The good soil is like the 
heart of a person who 
listens carefully to God’s 
lessons, and does what 
God wants.”
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The Parable of the Farmer        Grades: K-2

1. Have you ever planted a seed? What did you need to do after your 
planted it? What helped it grow? 
2. In this parable, a farmer plants seeds four times. Each time some-
thing different happens because of the ground. What happened to the 
seeds that fell by the side of the road?  On the rocky dirt?  Among the 
weeds?
3. The last time the farmed sowed seeds, what kind of ground was it?
4. In this parable, the seeds are God’s teachings.
5. The good soil is the heart of a person who wants to follow Jesus.
5. Jesus told this parable because He wants us to learn something. 
What does Jesus want us to know?

Jesus told this story, 

“A farmer went out to his 
fi eld to plant some seeds.  
First, some of the seeds fell 
by the side of the road. They 
were eaten by birds.

Second, some of the seeds 
fell on rocky dirt. They died 
because they had no water. 

Third, some seeds fell among 
weeds. They died because 
they were crowded by the 
weeds. 

Finally, some of the seeds fell 
on good soil and grew and 
grew until the whole fi eld 
was fi lled with an big crop of 
healthy plants.”
     
The people asked Jesus what 
this story meant.  He an-
swered them.

“The seeds are like God’s 
lessons. The birds, rocks, and 
weeds are like some people’s 
hearts.  Some people do not 
really listen to what God is 
teaching. They do not do what 
God wants them to. But when 
the seeds fell on good soil, it 
grew. The good soil is like the 
heart of a person who listens 
carefully to God’s lessons, 
and does what God wants.”



1. What does a plant need to 
grow?  What kind of soil does a 
plant need?  Does it need wa-
ter?  How much?  Does it need 
sunshine?  How much?  Does 
it need warm weather or cold 
weather?  How do you know this 
about plants?
2. Do you think it is easy to grow 
a plant or diffi cult to grow a 
plant?  Why do you say that?
3. If someone tells me my heart 
is like a hard rock what does 
he mean?  If someone tells you 
your heart is like soft fertile soil 
what does she mean?

4. At school your teacher tries 
to plant seeds of information in 
you like the sower in this gospel.  
How can you make your mind fer-
tile soil for that seed?  What kinds 
of things do you do at school to 
help learn the things your teacher 
is teaching you?  (Examples: 
practice, homework, take time to 
think about it, be patient when it 
is hard to understand, listen to 
the teacher, pay attention to the 
teacher)
5. If God is our teacher, sowing 
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The Parable of the Sower        Grade: 3-5

The Lord spoke this parable: 
“A sower went out to sow his 
seed; and as he sowed, some 
fell along the path, and was 
trodden under foot, and the 
birds of the air devoured it. 

And some fell on the rock; 
and as it grew up, it with-
ered away, because it had no 
moisture. 

And some feel among thorns; 
and the thorns grew with it 
and choked it. 

And some fell into good 
soil and grew, and yielded a 
hundredfold.” And when his 
disciples asked him what this 
parable meant, Jesus said, “To 
you it has been given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for other 
they are in parables, so that seeing they may not 
see, and hearing they may not understand. 

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of 
God. The ones along the path are those who have 

heard; then the devil comes and takes away the 
word from their hearts, that they may not believe 

and be saved. 

And the ones on the 
rock those who, when 
they hear the word, 
receive it with joy; but 
these have no root, they 
believe for a while and 
in time of temptation 
fall away. 

And as for what fell 
among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, 
but as they go on their 
way they are choked 
by the cares and riches 
and pleasures of life, 
and their fruit does not 
mature. 

And for that in the good soil, they are those who, 
hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and 
good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.” 
As Jesus said this, he called out, “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.”

seeds of his message in us, how 
can we make our minds and 
souls fertile soil for his teach-
ings?  What kinds of things do 
we do at church to practice being 
good gardeners tending the plant 
God has planted in us?  What do 
we do at home to practice being 
good gardeners? (Examples: 
pray, read scripture, be merci-
ful the way God is merciful, help 
others, etc.)



Holy Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council, Luke 8:5-15             October 15, 2006
The Parable of the Sower        Grade: Middle School

spoke this parable, “A sower went out to sow 
his seed; and as he sowed, 
some fell along the path, and 
was trodden under foot, and 
the birds of the air devoured 
it. And some fell on the rock; 
and as it grew up, it with-
ered away, because it had 
no moisture. And some feel 
among thorns; and the thorns 
grew with it and choked it. 
And some fell into good 
soil and grew, and yielded a 
hundredfold.” And when his 
disciples asked him what this 
parable meant, Jesus said, 
“To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the king-

dom of God; but for other they are in parables, 

so that seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand. 

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word 
of God. The ones along the path are those 
who have heard; then the devil comes and 
takes away the word from their hearts, that 
they may not believe and be saved. 
And the ones on the rock those who, when 
they hear the word, receive it with joy; but 
these have no root, they believe for a while 
and in time of temptation fall away. 

And as for what fell among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, but as they go on their 
way they are choked by the cares and riches 
and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not 
mature. 

And for that in the good soil, they are those 
who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an hon-
est and good heart, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.” As Jesus said this, he called out, 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

1. What do you think Jesus meant when he 
said: “Let anyone with ears to hear listen?”  
Is he referring to actual ears?  What do you 
think he is referring to?  How can a person 
hear something but not listen to it?  What 
does that mean?
2. Why is fertile soil a good place for a plant 
to grow?  Why is a rock a bad place for a 
plant to grow?  What is your heart like if I 
say it is soft like fertile soil?  What makes 
a soft heart a good place for God’s word 
to grow?  What is my heart like if I say it is 
hard like a rock?  What makes a hard heart a 
difficult place for God’s word to grow?  How 
might a hard heart cause me to hear God’s 
word but not listen to it?
3. What kinds of things do we do at home or 
at church to help make our hearts fertile soil 
for God’s word?  What does the parable tell 
us we have to do in order to hear and keep 
God’s word?

The Lord
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The Parable of the Sower        Grade: High School

The Lord spoke 
this parable: 

“A sower went out to sow his 
seed; and as he sowed, some 
fell along the path, and was 
trodden under foot, and the 
birds of the air devoured it. 
And some fell on the rock; 
and as it grew up, it with-
ered away, because it had 
no moisture. And some feel 
among thorns; and the thorns 
grew with it and choked it. 
And some fell into good soil 
and grew, and yielded a hundredfold.” 
And when his disciples asked him what 
this parable meant, Jesus said, “To you it 
has been given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of God; but for other they are in 
parables, so that seeing they may not see, 
and hearing they may not understand. 

Now the parable is this: The seed is the 
word of God. The ones along the path 
are those who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from their 
hearts, that they may not believe and be 
saved. 

And the ones on the rock those who, when 
they hear the word, receive it with joy; but 
these have no root, they believe for a while 
and in time of temptation fall away. 

And as for what fell among the thorns, 
they are those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by the cares and 
riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit 
does not mature. 

And for that in the good soil, they are 
those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in 
an honest and good heart, and bring forth 
fruit with patience.” As Jesus said this, he 
called out, “He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.”

1. What do you think Jesus meant when he 
said: “I speak in parables, so that looking they 
may not perceive, and listening they may not 
understand?”  How could some people listen 
to the parable and not understand it?
2. What allows the disciples to understand the 
parable?  What allows us to understand it?
3. Listen carefully to the prayer the priest 
says after the Epistle reading and before the 
Gospel during the divine liturgy tomorrow.  
What does the priest ask God to do for us 
there?  Why do you think he does that?  What 
does this prayer claim we need in order to 
understand the word of God?
4. What does the parable tell us we have to 
do in order to hear, understand, and grow in 
the word of God?


