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Dear Teacher,

Here is Unit IV. Please look for an evaluation form 
soon. You will have the opportunity to contribute 
to this curriculum, piece with your comments!

Thank you for your patience,

Carole Buleza



 Issue 17

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  List of Open-
ing and Closing Prayers, Bible, 
marked at Genesis 22:1-19.] This is 
a long reading. Students will fi nd and 
mark opening and closing prayers as 
they wait for the class to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: Discussion of  
previous lessons, question, “Would 
you be His follower?”

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need:
Unit III exam, highlighters, Issue 17; 
“Issue 17 Recap,” copies of “The 
Orthodox World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 17 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” crossword and “Com-
pare/Contrast” Abraham’ sacrifi ce, 
and Jesus’ teaching of the grain of 
wheat.

The Orthodox World: Not to 
condemn, but to save . . .

Moral/Faith Question: [Need: 
Color blocks, provided. What does 
it mean to “die,” as Jesus explained 
with the grain of wheat?

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked at 
John 12:19-27.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Sadducees, Matthew 22:23-33
Grain of wheat, John 12:19-27
He who sees me,”  John 12:45
To save the world, John 12:46, 
Jesus Criticizes Pharisees, 
 Matthew 23:1-39

Abraham’s call, Genesis 12
Sacrifi ce of Isaac, Genesis 22

For the Catechist

The lesson contains the Unit III exam, 
and asks the students to take stock of 
where they have been during this pro-
gram. If giving the exam, it would be 
preferable to begin with a brief prayer, 
do the exam, and do the Introduction, 
leaving the Opening Reading and the 
remainder of the lesson for the follow-
ing week.

In this unit, the students will contem-
plate the death-to-life movement of 
Christianity, in particular, by making a 
group Holy Week poster. (See lesson 18 
for details.)

Sacrifice--me? While heroic sacrifice 
is commendable, the kindness, patience, 
and self-control we are to practice daily 
are equally so. They are the grains of 
wheat that produce much goodness in 
the world. Ours is a materialistic soci-
ety--daily sacrifice is a foreign concept, 
but it is the critical truth of Christianity.  
The students will learn the events of 
Holy Week, and make a group poster. 
(See lesson 18 for details.) You will need 
to copy the color block page so that 
each student has a piece of paper.

Abraham’s Sacrifice. There are two 
instances cited in the Scribe’s column. 
One is Abraham’s faith in leaving his 
homeland to walk with the Lord, and 
the other is his willingness to sacrifice 
his son. The second story is the opening 
reading for today’s lesson (you may wish 
to split this between a few students). The 
first is noted here:  “Now the Lord said 
to Abram, “Go from your country and 
kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. And I will make 
you a great nation, and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing . . . 

and in you all families of the earth shall 
be blessed” (Genesis12:1-3).

Abraham’s faith in God began a relation-
ship that allowed for such trust that he 
was willing to sacrifice his son. When 
faith is thought of as a relationship, it 
makes sense. When we have a relation-
ship with God, when we know God is 
real, to not have faith is unbearable.

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

Grain of Wheat
The image of the grain of wheat dying in 
order to bear fruit signifi es that Christ 
will die in order to give life, a principle 
of self-sacrifi ce which applies to all those 
who follow the way of Christ (OSB foot-
note to John 12:24)

Abraham
Salvation history, properly so-called, 
begins with Abram, whom God named 
Abraham which means “father of a multi-
tude.” Abraham was the fi rst patriarch of 
the people of Israel. 
. . .
The faith of Abraham is prototypical of 
all those who in Christ are saved by faith. 
. . .God tested Abraham by commanding 
him to sacrifi ce his beloved son Isaac as 
a burnt offering. Abraham believed and 
trusted in God. He obeyed his will, and 
went to the mountain to slay his child. 
God stopped him and placed a ram in 
Isaac’s place sying, “for now I know that 
you fear God, seeing that you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” (Genesis 22:12). Then once more 
God made the promise that “by your 
descendants shall all of the nations of the 
earth be blessed . . . “ (Genesis 22:18).
(Tarazi, Introduction to the Old Testament.)

Objectives: The students will be able 1) to explain Jesus’ quote:  “Unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.” (The 
quote means that we must be ready to die to our selfi shness, and when we do, good will 
come of it.) 2) Who was Abraham and what was his relationship to Jesus? (Abraham trusted 
God, and ws the father of the Jewish people into which Christ was born.) 3) What is a word 
that means the “father of a people?” (Patrirach)

Jesus Shocks the Crowds, and Offi cials, Again, & 
“Let us consider a grain of wheat . . .”



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: 
“A reading from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather 
around the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction 
[If you have chosen to do the Study Guides and exams:] How many of you studied for the 
exam with your parents? Please open your notebooks so I can see their initials. [Review note-
book pages.] If you miss any questions, you will have a chance to take a make-up exam.  [Look 
over the exam questions and review any that you think might be problematic. Then pass 
out exams.  You may have the students check each others, or you may wish to do this 
after class.  The students may miss four questions and still pass.] 

[If not having exam:] Let’s pause for a few minutes and take stock of where we are. We’ve read 
16 news stories, and considered the Scribe’s comments on each. What do you think of Jesus, 
from what you’ve read this year? [Allow a few responses.] If you lived back then, from the 
news stories we’ve read, would you be His follower? Let’s make a lime across the front of our 
classroom.  [Stand at one end of the line.] Let’s pretend I’m Jesus. If you would defi nitely be 
his follower, come closer to me. If you would defi nitely not, go to the other end of the line. [Allow 
students to  choose their places. Ask if any students can explain their decisions citing 
certain stories.]  

[Have students refer to their Record Keeping Sheets.] Did any of the stories make you 
see, or understand Jesus, differently than before this year? Which stories can you recall? [Allow 
responses. Ask after each, “Do you remember what the Scribe said about that story? and 
let a few more students share.]

We are beginning the last unit of this program. As you can guess, in the next few weeks we will 
be dealing with Jesus’ crucifi xion. You’ll be learning the events of Holy Week, and deciding whether 
you think Jesus is/was the Messiah. Today we’ll hear the Scribe use Abraham to explain one of 
Jesus’ teachings. Do you know who Abraham was? (Abraham was a patriarch, which is a word 
that means the “father of a people.”) Abraham’s son, Isaac, and grandson Jacob/Israel, are also 
considered the patriarchs of the Jewish people.)

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 17, and highlighters. Read page aloud.]  

Lesson Reinforcement: Let’s see how well you recall what we’ve read.  You may work as 
individuals or pairs, and can refer back to your reading. [Answers to crossword:  Across:  
2) die  4) sacrifi ce  6) salvation  8) alone  Down: 1) without God  3) leave  5) condemn  
7) Abraham

Compare and Contrast. [Work on this as a class. Students answer the fi nal question 
with their own opinion. ]

The Orthodox World [Read together.] 

Moral/Faith Issue: [Have ready color block paper, cut apart. Give one color block to 
each student.] Let’s see if we can understand Jesus’ teaching. First, is what Jesus says 
about plants and new life true--does a seed have to break open for new life? [Allow 
responses.]

Issue 17



Let’s think about life. 
What does it mean to “die,” as Jesus explained with the grain of wheat? 

Here are some questions to consider; actually, three ways of asking the same question. [Read 
all the questions; let them ponder and respond.]
 - Have you had experiences where you had to sacrifi ce? 
 - Have you ever had to give something up to get something more important?
 - Have you ever done the right thing even though it was diffi cult?

Next week we’ll begin a poster for Holy Week; it will have icons, words, and your refl ections. 
Today, on this piece of paper, I want you to write a refl ection on the grain of wheat teach-
ing. Think about some of the comments we’ve just shared. It can begin, “The grain of wheat 
teaching, from my point of view . . . ”

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “Abraham’s sacrifi ce” and “Jesus’ 
teaching of the grain of wheat.” 

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.] 

Closing: Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]



Finding 
Bible
Passages

It’s important to know 
how to fi nd a Bible pas-
sage. Let’s look at how 
it’s done. Here is a Bible 
reference: MARK 3:1–5. 
This tells us that we are 
looking for the Book of 
Mark, chapter 3, verses 1 
through 5. 

Use the Table of Contents to turn to the right page. There may be a separate listing for the 
books of the Old Testament, and the books of the New Testament. After you fi nd the book, use 
the chapter and verse numbers in the heading to fi nd the exact page. Then you’re ready to fi nd 
the chapter number, and then the verse number. Don’t be confused by footnote and cross-ref-
erence numbers and symbols. 

Opening and Closing Readings, Unit IV

Write the fi rst three words of each passage. . .

List of Opening and Closing Readings

When it is your turn to read, introduce the passage with “A reading from the 
book of __________,  chapter ____, verses ____ through ____.”

 

Issue Opening Reading Closing Reading

17 Genesis 22:1-19 John 12:19-27

18 Deuteronomy 14:22-28  Mark 12:41-44

19 Isaiah 53:1-7  Matthew 27:27-50

20 Luke 24:1-6  Luke 24:13-35

21 John 14:1-3  John 15:4-5

22  Daniel 7:13-14  Matthew 28:16-20
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Unit III Exam 

Section A. True or False? Circle T or F.

T   F   1. The feastday that celebrates Jesus as king is the Entry of Our Lord into 
  Jerusalem (Palm Sunday).

T   F   2. King David built the Temple.

T   F   3. We bow and make the sign of the cross at the threshold of the church because it is a holy place.

T   F  4. We are to forgive others only up to 10 times.

T   F   5. King David gave the Jews their example for the future and fi nal Messiah.

T   F   6.  The story of the Rich Man and Lazarus helps us understand the Orthodox view of life after  
  death.

Section B. Matching. The phrases in the column I are completed in column II. Write the letter of 
the phrase that completes each statement. 

 Column I       Column II

7. ____ The parable of the Prodigal Son  a. pray for those who persecute you.

8. ____ Wisdom is the movement   b. teaches us that God will always forgive us.

9. ____ Love your enemies      c. of ever-seeking the kingdom of God.

Section C. Short answer using complete sentences.

10. What do we believe about the end of time?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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11. State one way in which Jesus was the fulfi llment of David.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

12. Explain the Mystery of Confession

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

13. What is the name of the parable that teaches us we MUST forgive if we want to be in the Kingdom 
of God?” 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

14. Briefl y recap the parable. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Section D. Matching. The types of the Old Testament are matched with fulfi llments of the New 
Testament.  Write the letter of the matching event. 

 Column I       Column II

15. _____ God’s desire that we be merciful  a. Jesus’ teaching of the Prodigal Son 

16. _____ God’s forgiving of David’s sin  b. Jesus’ driving out the Temple merchants

17. _____ Judas Maccabees     c. Jesus’ teaching of the Unmerciful Servant
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Unit III Exam   Answer Key

Section A. True or False? Circle T or F.

X  F   1. The feastday that celebrates Jesus as king is the Entry of Our Lord into 
  Jerusalem (Palm Sunday).

T  X   2. King David built the Temple.

X  F   3. We bow and make the sign of the cross at the threshold of the church because it is a holy place.

T  X   4. We are to forgive others only up to 10 times.

X  F   5. King David gave the Jews their example for the future and fi nal Messiah.

X  F   6.  The story of the Rich Man and Lazarus helps us understand the Orthodox view of life after  
  death.

Section B. Matching. The phrases in the column I are completed in column II. Write the letter of 
the phrase that completes each statement. 

 Column I       Column II

7.  b  The parable of the Prodigal Son  a. pray for those who persecute you.

8.  c Wisdom is the movement   b. teaches us that God will always forgive us.

9.  a Love your enemies      c. of ever-seeking the kingdom of God.

Section C. Short answer using complete sentences.

10. What do we believe about the end of time?

We believe that at the end of time all will be raised to the presence 
of God. For those who lived united with God, the presence of God 
will be heaven. For those who did not, the presence of God will be 
hell.
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11. State one way in which Jesus was the fulfi llment of David.

(Among these: Both were courageous, and close to God. Both were 
kings--one earthly, and one heavenly.)

12. Explain the Mystery of Confession

In the Mystery of Confession, a person confesses his or her sin, re-
ceives forgiveness, and is made new again.

13. What is the name of the parable that teaches us we MUST forgive if we want to be in the Kingdom 
of God?” 

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant

14. Briefl y recap the parable. 
 
A king had mercy on a servant, and forgave the large debt of the 
servant. The servant found a fellow who owed him money and had 
him thrown in jail. When the king heard, he had the fi rst servant 
tortured for not showing mercy.

Section D. Matching. The types of the Old Testament are matched with fulfi llments of the New 
Testament.  Write the letter of the matching event. 

 Column I       Column II

15.  c  God’s desire that we be merciful  a. Jesus’ teaching of the Prodigal Son 

16.  a God’s forgiving of David’s sin  b. Jesus’ driving out the Temple merchants

17.  b  Judas Maccabees     c. Jesus’ teaching of the Unmerciful Servant



Jesus Shocks the Crowds, and Offi cials, Again
& “Let us consider a grain of wheat . . .”

The Scribe

Abraham’s sacrifi ce

Recap of the News

Jesus’ teaching of the 
grain of wheat

Compare and Contrast

How can agreeing to sacrifi ce something, be a form of dying?

Issue 17
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Across

2  If a grain of wheat does this, it will 
produce much grain.

4 The verb describing Abraham‛s most 
signifi cant act of faith.

6 Jesus said this depends on believing 
in him

8 Unless a grain of this falls to the 
earth and dies it remains ______ .

9 He noted that the world was ______
condemned.

Down

1 The Scribe asked, did Abraham hate 
his life, or the possibility of life in this 
situation (2 words)

3 The verb describing Abraham‛s fi rst 
act of faith.

5 Jesus said, “I did not come to _____ 
the world; but to save the world.

7 The Scribe suggested that this per-
son, gives us an example of what Jesus 
was talking about.



the grain of 
wheat . . . 

the grain of 
wheat . . . 

the grain of 
wheat . . . 

the grain of 
wheat . . . 

the grain of 
wheat . . . 

the grain of 
wheat . . . 



The Scribe Issue 17 The Orthodox World

Who is God, to you? To 
some, he is a judge who sits 
in heaven and tallies up our 
good and bad actions so that 
when we die, he will know 
where to send us. 

However, that is not quite 
the way it is. Look at the 
icon of the Resurrection. 
Jesus is pulling Adam and 
Eve out of the grave, and 
out of the darkness below. 
It is as if we are watching a 
rescue operation. He offers 
his to save them, they reach 
out, and he grasps their 
wrists. The icon is showing 
us ourselves, and God.

The world is like the grave and 
darkness of the icon: “dark” with 

sin, 
dark like an old condemned 
building that is unsafe. We are 

in that world--that building. 
Christ, like light, has come to 
lead us out. 

Jesus stated, “If anyone 
hears my words and does not 
believe, I do not judge him; 
for I did not come to judge 
the world but to save the 
world.” (John 12:47.” 

Jesus did not come to con-
demn--all of us are born 
condemned. Jesus came to 
show us the way out, to give us 
strength to “die to sin,” and to 
save us. “Follow me,” he said 
to the disciples, and says to us 
today. Just after Jesus‛ state-

ment above, he explained what 
we must do to be saved, “Unless 
a grain of wheat . . .”

“Not to Condemn, but to Save”

Liturgical Link

“Not for 
judgment, nor for condemnation . . .”

What does it mean to “die,” as Jesus 
explained with the grain of wheat?



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 17 Study Guide

1.  Explain Jesus explain Jesus’ quote:  “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.” 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Who was Abraham and what was his relationship to Jesus?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the word that means “father to a people?”

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus Shocks the Crowds, and Offi cials, Again, 
& “Let us consider a grain of wheat . . .”



 Issue 18

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at Deuteronomy 14:22-28.] Stu-
dents will fi nd and mark opening 
and closing prayers as they wait for 
the class to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Need: post-
er board or chalk board.] Review 
study guide of issue 17. Moral/Faith 
Question is used as Introduction. 
(see below).

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 18; “Issue 18 
Recap,” copies of “The Orthodox 
World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 18 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” fi ll-in, and “Com-
pare/Contrast” The tithe, and the 
widow’s lesson.

The Orthodox World:  Tithing: 4 
Reasons for (Returning) 10%

Moral/Faith Question: Is money 
good or bad?

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

HOLY WEEK COLLAGE:  
[Need: One or more poster or 
foam boards, glue sticks, scissors. 
Students glue labels to the boards.]

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at Mark 12:41-44.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Widow’s coins, Mark 12:41-44 

Tithing,
Deuteronomy 14:22-28, 26:2
Leviticus 27:30
Deuteronomy 26:1-4

For the Catechist

Holy Week Collage. The collage proj-
ect is a group effort to learn the events 
of Holy Thursday through Pascha, and 
to urge the students to identify with the 
concept of sacrifice. Last week they used 
the color blocks to explain the “grain of 
wheat” in their own words. This week 
they will place labels for the collage title 
and the various days. (See Holy Week 
Collage explanation, after the lesson 
plan.)

In the previous lesson, the grain of wheat 
was used as a metaphor for our dying to 
self-centeredness to allow God to bring 
forth goodness and life. In this lesson, the 
widow is held up as an example of the 
same dying to oneself, a self-disregard, 
so that God’s work likewise can be ac-
complished. The themes of these lessons 
prepare the students for the Crucifixion, 
Issue 19. 

Tithing. In the previous lesson, the 
students discussed how they are to be 
like the grain of wheat so that good may 
come of their lives. Tithing is another 
instance of how we live as the grain of 
wheat--we die to our material desires, in 
order to live for God. As Jesus said, “You 
cannot serve God and mammon.” (Mat-
thew 6:24). 

Tithing was the measure of worship for 
God’s people. Unfortunately, it has been 
lost as a practice among most Ortho-
dox Christians. Christ did not come to 
abolish tithing, but rather to reveal its 
true meaning in our personal lives, and in 
the life of the church. The topic of  The 
Orthodox World is tithing.  

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

“Giving” is How we Imitate Christ 
Who “Emptied Himself” for Us
Have this mind among yourselves which 
you have in Christ Jesus who, though He 
was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
servant (slave), being born in the likeness 
of men. And being found in human form, 
He humbled Himself and became obedi-
ent unto death, even death on a cross. 
(Philippians 2: 2:8).

Servant of God or Money?
As slaves serving two masters, people 
attempt to maintain an attachment both 
to earthly and to heavenly things. But this 
is impossible, for both demand full alle-
giance. Jesus calls mammon a master, not 
because it is by nature evil, but because 
of the absolute and wreched servility it 
exacts (OSB, footnote to Matthew 6:24).

The Widow’s Sacrifi ce
As Jesus observes the temple treasury, 
a poor widow donates two mites, the 
least valuable coins. Jesus’ deity is again 
manifest as He knows she put in all that 
she had. It is not the amount that counts 
with God, but the degree of sacrifi ce out 
of what a person possesses. Many who 
give the least give the most; some who 
give the most, give the least in propor-
tion to their abundance. God takes note 
of our giving (Acts 10:4) (OSB footnote 
to Mark 12:41-44).

Jesus Teaches About Giving All
& “Let us remember the tithe . . .” 
Objectives: The students will be able to 1) Defi ne tithe (1/10 of all we earn or receive, 2) 
Explain why the widow’s donation was praised over that of the Pharisees. (The widow gave 
trusted God and gave sacrifi cially.) 3) List three reasons why we tithe. ( To trust God, to thank 
God, and to grow toward God.)



In the early chapters of the fi rst book of the Bible, we come 
across the term “tithing”--the offering of 1/10 of all we 
earn or receive--a dime for every dollar.  At the 2005 An-
tiochian Archdiocesen Convention, a motion was approved 
to require churches to tithe to the Archdiocese, by 2008. 
Tithing may be, to some, merely a tax levied by the church. 
However, to view it so is to rob it of its spiritual root. 

Tithing in the Old Testament
Tithing has been the measure of worship since the time 
of the Patriarch Abraham. In the story of Abraham and 
Melchizedek we fi nd tithing mentioned for the fi rst time.

When Abram returned from his victory over Chedorlaomer 
and the kings who were allied with him, the king of Salem 
went out to greet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the 
King’s Valley). Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread 
and wine, and being a pirest of God Most High, he blessed 
Abram:

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, the creator of heaven 
and earth; and blessed be God Most high, who delivered 
your foes into your hand.”

Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything (Genesis 
14;17-20).

Tithing was the standard for worship for the Jews of the Old 
Testament, and remains so today. On the practical level, it 
provided sustenance for the priests who were not permit-
ted to engage in any other work than serving the faithful.  It 
was considered an obligation expected of all who wanted 
to be members in good standing. It served, on one level, as a 
tax needed for the good of the religious community. 

Tithing in the New Testament 
Jesus was well aware of tithing. In Matthew 23:23 we have 
this reference to tithing by Jesus.

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay 
tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. 
These you ought to have done without leaving the others 
undone.

While this is not a command to tithe, Jesus’ words show 
that it was an expectation--something taken for granted--all 
Jews were to tithe. Matthew 23:23 is part of a large diatribe 
against the spiritual blindness of the Pharisees. It can be sum-
marized by Jesus’ exclamation of Matthew 23: 17, “Fools and 
blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanc-
tifies the gold?” If we substitute a few words, the sentence 
reads, “For which is more important, the tithe, or the person 

who offers the tithe?” In the story of the widow’s mite, the 
Pharisees’ show that their priorities are inverted.  

The Pharisees focussed on the material, and on the letter of 
the law and failed to grow spiritually. They tithed, but were 
not praised. The widow is the hero of the story because 
of her faith in God. Faith is a relationship. The widow had a 
relationship with God that led her to not worry about what 
she would eat, or what she would wear. She was thankful for 
all God had provided, and in gratitude, returned not a por-
tion, but all she had, to Him. 

 The Pharisees had only a superficial relationship with God, 
and felt neither dependence nor gratitude. It is noteworthy; 
however, that Jesus does not simply say, “forget tithing,!” 

Tithing: Fruit of Conversion
The lesson of the widow and the Pharisees is relevant today, 
especially in the materialistic western world--what are our 
priorities? Are we slaves to God, or money? 

Do we trust Him, so that we can be free of worry and 
at his service in the building of the kingdom?

Do we acknowlege that everything we have is from 
Him, and that we are to be good stewards of all He has 
provided for us?

Are we grateful for what He has given us? 

Do we understand spiritual root of tithing--that giving 
of our material goods symbolizes our willingness to give 
ourselves to God--”To Thee, O Lord?”

Tithing is about the conversion of our hearts. Conversion 
happens when we surrender our self-sufficiency and inde-
pendence to God.  When we seek God, we discover that 
faith is a relationship. We find in ourselves overwhelming 
gratitude to God, and humility.  We desire, above all, to serve 
God and others. Sacrificial giving, on all levels, is the theme 
of our lifes. 

Tithing is the first step on the path of sacrificial giving that 
culminates with the offering of our very self to God, for His 
use in the world. 

_________

     1There are many references to tithing in scripture. Look 
in the concordance for “tithe,” “tithes,” and “tithing.”

Additional Background Reading

Tithing



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: “A reading 
from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather around the icon corner 
and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Review Issue 17 Study Guide.] [Ahead of time, write on board, or poster, these questions: Be 
prepared to share a few of your own thoughts on money, or diffi culties with priorities.
 - Is money good or bad?
 - Is money something you want, and why?
 - Does the Bible say anything about money?
 - Should you give to the church, why, and how much?]

We’ll begin class today by talking about a moral/faith issue. Choose one of the questions, think about it 
for a minute. [Have students share their responses.] Let’s read today’s issue, which may, or may not be, 
about money . . .

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 18, and highlighters. Read page aloud. Allow a few responses to:] Is today’s issue 
about money, or something else?

Lesson Reinforcement: Let’s see how well you recall what we’ve read.  You may work as individuals 
or pairs, and can refer back to your reading. [Answers to Recap: 
 A fund-raising event for the Temple saw many people come forward with sizable 
contributions. A small receptacle was off to the side for smaller gifts. Jesus watched an 
older woman, a childless widow, drop two pennies in and slip away. He pointed her out and said 
that she had given more than any of the rich donors, since she had sacrifi ced all she had and 
entrusted her life to God.
 God brought the Israelites to the Promised Land fi lled with all they needed. In re-
turn, they were to give over to God a tenth (tithe) of all they produced. This was a measure 
of their worship of God, and showed they knew all they had came from God. God wants us to 
tithe, but is even more pleased when we give over and above the tithe, as did the widow.

Compare and Contrast. [Allow a minute or so to work on this to have time for the Holy 
Week Collage. ]

The Orthodox World [Read together. Ask a few students for the amount of their allowance, 
and show how to determine 10%.]

Moral/Faith Issue:  Is money good or bad? [Used in the Introduction.]

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “the widow’s lesson” and “tithing”

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Holy Week Collage.  As you probably know from the recent issue that described Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, we are in Holy Week. Do you know what happened on the Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday of that week? Today we’ll prepare our poster, and add to it over the next three weeks. [Pass out 
materials.]

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]

Issue 18



THURSDAY

Holy Week Collage Project 

Need: 
1 or more foam or poster boards (one for each four students)
scissors
glue sticks
labels, icons, and photos (provided)

Tasks to accomplish 
with the following issues: 
(Leave space under each day 
for photos of the Mysteries 
which will be placed with Issue 
21.)

17   Students fi ll in color blocks 
that explain the grain of wheat 
teaching

18   Students attach the title 
and day labels to the poster

19   Students attach the icons 
related to the Crucifi xion and 
Burial, as well as pertinent 
photos from the Holy Week 
services.

Students write haiku or free 
verse about the Crucifi xion, and 
attach these, and the grain of 
wheat color blocks (from issue 
17)

20   Students turn the foam 
board over and attach the 
word, “PASCHA,” related icons, 
and color blocks with words or 
phrases from their refl ection

21   Students fi ll in the space 
for Thursday, as per the pat-
tern. They use color blocks to 
write words or phrases after 
refl ecting on Jesus’ teachings 
during the Mystical Supper. 
Using photos of the Mysteries, 
students discuss the Orthodox 
life-rhythm of dying (fasting 
times), and rebirth (feasts and 
Sundays)

SATURDAY
HOLY WEEK

DEATH TO LIFE

FRIDAY

Photo

Icon(s)

Words, 
phrases

Words, 
phrases Photo

Words, 
phrases

Note: Holy Week services are often at night, and therefore, 
refl ect the commemoration of the next day of the week, which is 
confusing. The students will be placing the photos as they re-
late to the day of the week on which the event took place. For 
example, all the photos that relate to the Crucifi xion should be 
placed on Friday.

Example of how a day might look. Keep the icon close to the 
day of the week.



Jesus Teaches About Giving All
& “Let us remember the tithe . . .”

The Scribe

A fund-raising event for the ___________ saw many people come forward with 
sizable contributions. A small receptacle was off to the side for smaller gifts. Je-
sus watched an older woman, a childless _________, drop two pennies in and slip 
away. He pointed her out and said that she had given more than any of the rich 
donors, since she had _____________ all she had and entrusted her life to God.

God brought the Israelites to the Promised Land fi lled with all they needed. In 
_____________, they were to give over to God a ____________ (tithe) of all 
they produced. This was a measure of their worship of God, and showed they knew 
all they had came from God. God wants us to tithe, but is even more pleased when 
we give over and above the tithe, as did the widow.

The widow’s lesson

Recap of the News
Fill in the blanks.

The tithe

Compare and Contrast on “Giving Back to God”

Does Jesus want us to tithe?

Issue 18



The Scribe Issue 18 The Orthodox World

For generations upon genera-
tions God‛s people returned a 
tenth, or tithe, of what they 
produced or earned, to God. 
“Returned,” because they knew 
that all they had was from God 
in the first place.

On all we receive or earn, from 
birthday gifts, wages, or allow-
ance, we tithe (a tithe is simply 
a dollar for every ten dollars).
Why? We tithe to support and 
“grow” the Church Christ es-
tablished. It is just as impor-
tant to tithe, for three spiritual 
reasons:

1) To Thank God. God wants 
us to never forget that what 
we have comes from Him. Many 
people have forgotten this and 
think they have no one to thank 
but themselves for what they 
have!!

2) 
To Trust God. When we give 
10% of what we earn or re-
ceive, we are trusting that we 
won‛t need that 10% for food 
or clothes. When we trust God, 
our faith-relationship with Him 
increases.

3) To Grow Toward God. 
When we tithe, we are tell-
ing God that our relationship 
with Him is more important 
that the latest video game, CD, 
shirt, or concert ticket. When 
He is our #1 priority, we are 
growing in holiness.

The poor widow was praised 
by Jesus because she gener-
ously sacrificed her last coins. 
Sacrifice, or “giving generously” 
leads us to become a friend 
to someone in need, to offer 
encouragement, to be patient, 
and to be forgiving. We want to 
be the light that leads others to 
Christ.

Thank God. 
Trust God.
Grow toward God. Tithe.

Tithing: 4 Reasons for (Returning)10%

Liturgical Link

“We praise you, we bless you, we give you thanks . . .”

Is money good, or bad?



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 18 Study Guide

1.  What is a tithe?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Why was the widow’s donation praised over those of the Pharisees?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. List one material, and three spiritual reasons, to support tithing.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus Teaches About Giving All
& “Let us remember the tithe . . .” 
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 Issue 19

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at Isaiah 53:1-7.] Students will 
fi nd and mark opening and closing 
prayers as they wait for the class 
to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Need: The 
Orthodox World.]

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 19, materials for 
Holy Week Collage, including color 
blocks from Issue 17.  
---You may wish to cut out the 
photos, icons, and color blocks 
ahead of time.

The Orthodox World:  From 
Death to Life

Moral/Faith Question: none

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at Matthew 27:27-50]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

See next page.

For the Catechist

A quiet atmosphere is recommended for 
the lesson, which will proceed through 
a modified plan to allow enough time 
for reflecting and working on the Holy 
Week Collage. The previous two les-
sons have dealt with sacrifice. The first 
involved the grain of wheat, and the 
second involved the sacrifice of a tithe. 
They culminate with this lesson in which 
Jesus sacrificed hmself for our salvation. 
Sacrifice is the concept on which our 
lives turn, as Christians. 

Most students will be able to describe 
suffering, and pssibly sacrifice, in their 
lives. With their reflections on the cru-
cifixion combined with the focus on 
sacrifice of the previous two lessons, 
it is hoped that they will identify with 
the Crucifixion, and find in it the story 
(along with the Resurrection) that helps 
make sense of sacrifice and suffering and 
gives hope. Jesus stated, “In the world 
you will have tribulation, but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world!” 
(John 16:33). Orthodox Christians do 
not dwell on the phrase, “Christ died 
for your sins,” but rather on the cosmic 
victory--Jesus burst the bonds of Hades 
and opened the gates of paradise again.

Redemption in the Old Testament
The death and resurrection of Christ 
was a singular and decisive event. It may 
be surprising, then, to realize that the 
event nonetheless had a rich and full his-
tory--scriptures that prophesied, or told 
stories of redemption, or escape from 
death.  These make up the bulk of the 15 
readings during Vespers of Holy Saturday  
(see The Orthodox World). Although 
these are prefigurements appropriate for 
this lesson, the Scribe would not have 
thought of them because the news was 
of Jesus’ death, and not yet His resur-
rection.

When the readings are taken together, 
it becomes clear that our God is the 
Creator of LIFE, who wills that His 
people live forever with Him.  The most 
significant of the scriptures deals with 
Passover.  Our word, “Pascha” comes 
from the Hebrew “Pesach,” in English, 
Passover.  At the Vespers service it was 
traditional to baptize catechumens. The 
descent into the baptismal font parallels 
the death of Christ; the rising from the 
font parallels the rising of Christ. 

Holy Week Collage. The students will 
paste icons of Great and Holy Friday, 
and Holy Saturday. 

In the icon of the 
Crucifixion, the cross 
has an inscription 
that stands for “Jesus 
Christ, King of the 
Jews.” On either side 
of the cross stand 
the Theotokos, St. 
John, the women disciples, and a centu-
rion who acknowledged Jesus was God. 
The skull under the cross represents 
the place where Adam was buried and 
reminds us that Jesus is the New Adam. 
Unlike Adam, who disobeyed God’s com-
mand, Jesus was obedient to the Father 
and cooperated with Him.

The icon of Holy 
Saturday is the 
shroud, which depicts 
the body of Our 
Lord taken down 
from the cross. 
Although the Paschal 
icon (showing Adam 
and Eve) is appropri-

ate as we contemplate Jesus’ descent 
into Hades this day, it will be used to 
illustrate Pascha.

Photos from the OCEC publication, 
Teaching Pics, 

Objectives: The students will be able to 1) state one way in which Christ fulfi lled the 
prophecy of the Suffering Servant, and 2) match Thursday, Friday and Saturday of Holy 
Week with the events of:  the Last, or Mystical Supper, Crucifi xion and Burial, resting in the 
Tomb). 

Jesus Executed; How Jesus Came to Be Crucifi ed & 
“Let us recall, again, the Suffering Servant . . .”



Lesson Quickview
(continued)

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Transfi guration Matthew 17:1-23

1) Jesus’ arrest (Mt 26:47-56) 

2) Judas suicide (Mt 27:3)

3) Leading up to crucifi xion: 
a) Examined by Annas 
 (Jn 18:19)
b) Condemned by the Council
  (Mt 27:1)
c) First Appearance before Pilate 
 (Mt 27:11)
d) Before Herod 
 (Lk 23:6)
e) Second Appearance Before Pilate
 (Mt 27:15)
f) Soldiers Mocked
 (Mt 27:27)
g) Led to Golgotha
  (Mt 27:31)

4) On Cross: (Mt 27:31-50)

5) Events attending death
 (Mt 27:51-56)

2) His Burial, tomb sealed
 (Mt 27:61)

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

Nicodemus and Joseph
Two prominent Jews take responsibility 
for the burial of Jesus. Joseph of Ari-
mathea was a “hidden” disciple, one who 
believed in Jesus but made no public ac-
knowledgement of his belief. Nicodemus 
had come to talk with Jesus by night and 
later tried to speak in His defense (John 
7:50-52) (OSB footnote to John 19:38). 

“Suffering Servant” Excerpt
“Yet it was the will of the Lord (Yahweh) 
to bruise him; he has put him to grief; 
when he makes himself an offering for 
sin, he shall see his offspring, he shall 
prolong his days; the will of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand; he shall see 
the fruit of the travail of his soul and be 
satisfi ed; by his knowledge shall the righ-
teous one, my servant, make many to be 
accounted righteous; and he shall bear 
their iniquities. Therefore, I will divide 
him a portion with the great and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because 
he poured out his soul to death . . . and 
made intercession for the transgressors” 
(Isaiah 53:10-12).

Suffering Servant, New Creation
After relating the servant’s tragic “end,” 
the text then reveals that his sorrows 
were deliberately orchestrated by God 
(v.10a). What’s more, the success of 
God’s purpose in setting up these events 
depends wholly on the servant’s reaction 
to it--only if he willingly, unquestioningly 
accepts God’s plan for him will it suc-
ceed (v.10b and d). The servant must qui-
etly go to his fate of suffering and death 
as a sacrifi cial lamb, an offering for sin 
(vv.7, 10). Should he lend a deaf ear to 
God or resist his command--as his ser-
vant Israel has done so many times--then 
the divine purpose would not prosper. 
. . .
In contrast to Israel’s habitual disobedi-
ence “forcing” the Lord’s hand, through 
the servant’s perfect obedience God is 
now given the opportunity to do things 
completely his way, without interference, 
from beginning to end.

In other words, this servant would of-
fer God an absolutely obstruction-free 

“void” within the realm of the human 
world and history, that he may act as the 
“Creator ex nihilo” of a new world, his 
world, the way he wants it; where the 
impossible is daily bread and where the 
present reality, in which the barren one 
cannot possibly conceive, gives way to 
one where “the children of the barren 
one are more than those of the one 
that is married” (54:1). Thus, Second 
Isaiah conceived the impossible dream: 
a human clay for God the potter.  With 
earthen clay, in the beginning God made 
humans, but they rebelled and wrecked 
his world; with Second Isaiah’s human 
clay, God will be able to implant the 
new “heavenly” Jerusalem (ch. 54) at the 
heart of the world’s wreckage (Tarazi, 
The Old Testament: An Introduction, vol. II, 
181-182)

Great Week’s Somber Tone
The tone of Great Week is clearly one 
of somberness and sorrowfulness. Even 
the altar cloths and priestly vestments, 
according to an old tradition, are black. 
However, the liturgical assembly is not 
gathered to mourn a dead hero, but to 
remember and commemorate an event 
of cosmic signifi cance: the Son of God 
experiencing in His humanity every 
form of suffering at the hands of feeble, 
misdirected and evil men. We mourn our 
sinfulness as we stand in contrite silence 
before the awesome, inscrutable mystery 
of Christ, the God-man (theanthropos), 
who carries His kenosis to the extreme 
limits accepting the death of the cross 
(Phil 2:5–8). (Calivas, Great Week and 
Pascha in the Greek Orthodox Church, 31) 

Repentance
Great Week reveals to us the utter 
shame of the fall, the depths of hell, Para-
dise lost, and the absence of God. And 
so we mourn! There is no other way to 
deal with our rebellion and with God’s 
unfathomable humility and condescen-
sion except to experience the rending of 
the heart. It is out of this kind of mourn-
ing that true repentance is born, to be 
experienced as the honest commit-
ment to the lifelong process of grasping, 
accepting and choosing to follow the 
values of the Christian life. (Calivas, Great 
Week and Pascha in the Greek Orthodox 
Church, 31–32) 



In the Orthodox Church the last week of Christ’s life is offi -
cially called Passion Week. In popular terminology it is called 
Holy Week. Each day is designated in the service books as 
“great and holy.” There are special services every day of the 
week which are fulfi lled in all churches. Earth life ceases for 
the faithful as they “go up with the Lord to Jerusalem.” (Mat-
ins of Great and Holy Monday) (88)

On each of these three days the Gospel is read at the 
Hours, as well as at the Vespers when the Liturgy of the 
Presanctifi ed Gifts is served. The Old Testamental readings 
are from Exodus, Job and the Prophets. The Gospel is also 
read at the Matins services which are traditionally called the 
“Bridegroom” services because the general them of each 
of these days is the end of the world and the judgment of 
Christ. It is the common practice to serve the Bridegroom 
services at night. (88)

During the fi rst three days of Holy Week, the Church pre-
scribes that the entire Four Gospels be read at the Hours 
up to the point in each where the passion of Christ begins. 
Although this is not usually possible in parish churches, an 
attempt is sometimes made to read at least one complete 
Gospel, privately or in common, before Holy Thursday. (89) 
Holy Saturday Vespers

Great and Holy Friday
. . . instead of an icon a large cross was carried in the pro-
cession at the Orthros. Fastened to the cross was a movable 
fi gure of the crucifi ed Christ . . .
. . . As the priest intoned the passages of the lesson that 
narrate the event of the Deposition, the deacon reenacted 
the Un-nailing. The fi gure of the Crucifi ed Christ was re-
moved from the Cross and wrapped in a new linen cloth . . 
. received by the priest, brought into the sanctuary and laid 
upon the Holy Table. (70–71) 

The procession with the Epitaphios [Shroud] is the second 
signifi cant liturgical act of this service. . . .  The Epitaphios is 
held high, above the head as a sign of deep reverence. (71) 

The divine services of Great Friday conclude with the Ves-
pers. However, in the evening of Great Friday we celebrate 
the Orthros of Great Saturday by anticipation. (76) 

Great and Holy Saturday 
 Vespers are served with the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the 
Great. This service already belongs to the Passover Sunday. It 
begins in the normal way with the evening psalm, the litany, 
the hymns following the evening Psalm 141, and the entrance 
with the singing of the vesperal hymn, Gladsome Light. The 
celebrant stands at the tomb in which lies the winding-sheet 
with the image of the Savior in the sleep of death. (98)

Following the evening entrance which is made with the Book 
of Gospels, fi fteen readings from the Old Testament scrip-
tures are read, all of which relate to God’s work of creation 
and salvation which has been summed up and fulfi lled in 
the coming of the predicted Messiah. Besides the readings 
in Genesis about creation, and the Passover-exodus of the 
Israelites in the days of Moses in Exodus, there are selec-
tions from the prophecies of Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel, 
Zephaniah, and Jonah as well as from Joshua and the Book of 
Kings. The Canticles of Moses, and of the Three Youth found 
in Daniel are chanted as well. (98)

As usual in the Divine Liturgy the epistle reading follows at 
this point. It is the normal baptismal selection of the Ortho-
dox Church (Roman 6:3-11). If we have been united with 
him in a death like his we shall certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his.” (Roman 6:5) (99)

At this time the royal gates are closed, and the celebrants 
and altar servers change their robes from the dark vest-
ments of the passion into the bright vestments of Christ’s 
victory over death. At this time all vestings of the church 
appointments are also changed into color signifying Christ’s 
triumph over sin, the devil and death. This revesting takes 
place while the people sing the verses of Psalm 82: Arise O 
Lord and judge the earth, for to Thee belong all the nations. 
(99)

After the solemn chanting of the psalm verses, to which are 
often added the hymn glorifying Christ as the New Passover, 
the Living Sacrifi ce who is slain, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world; the celebrants emerge from the 
altar to announce over the tomb of Christ the glad tidings 
of his victorious triumph over death and his command to 
the apostles: “Make disciples of all nations baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded….” 
(Matthew 28:1-20) This Gospel text is also the reading 
of the baptismal ceremony of the Orthodox Church. The 
Divine Liturgy then continues in the brilliance of Christ’s 
destruction of death. (99)

The Divine Liturgy is fulfi lled in the communion with him 
who lies dead in his human body, and yet is enthroned eter-
nally with God the Father; the one who, as the Creator and 
Life of the World, destroys death by his life-creating death. 
His tomb—which still stands in the center of the church—is 
shown to be, as the Liturgy calls it: the fountain of our resur-
rection. (100)

Originally this Liturgy was the Easter baptismal liturgy of 
Christians. It remains today as the annual experience for 
every Christian of his own dying and rising with the Lord. 
(100) 

Additional Background Reading (page numbers refer to Hopko, Worship)

Services of Holy Week



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: 
“A reading from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather 
around the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Need: Old Testament images of redemption.] We won’t be following the order of a usual 
lesson today, so that we have time for the Holy Week Collage. [Pass out The Orthodox World. 
Read together.]

Content Mastery
Need:

The Orthodox World
Issue 19
Recap
color blocks, icons, photos (provided)
poster
markers
glue sticks
color blocks from Issue 17

The Orthodox World [Read together.]

[Pass out Issue 19, and highlighters. Read page aloud.]  

Lesson Reinforcement: [Write on board responses to:] What are some words or phrases 
that come to mind after this issue? 

[Have recap read aloud. Do Compare and Contrast as a class.]

[Pass out color block paper. ] On the color blocks, write a word or phrase, or your feelings, in 
regard to the Crucifi xion, the burial of Jesus, or from your feelings on Great and Holy Friday, and 
Saturday. You can use some of the words from The Orthodox World. You can combine words into 
a haiku  (a three-line poem of 5, 7, and 5 syllables), or write free verse. After you’ve done one or 
more, you can paste them on the collage, along with any photos from the Holy Week services.  
We won’t be placing anything under Thursday until Issue 21. The “grain of wheat” color blocks 
can be pasted on today. Also, Leave some space for photos coming in Lesson 21.

Moral/Faith Issue:  none 

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “Jesus Crucifi ed,” and “The Suf-
fering Servant.”

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]

Issue 19



The Scribe Issue 19 The Orthodox World

Jesus‛ crucifi xion turned the 
disciples‛ world upside down. 
They could not believe that the 
one whom they thought was 
the Messiah, would die. After 
Jesus rose from the dead, 
He opened their eyes to the 
scriptures, and the disciples 
found many, many prophecies 
and prefi gurements of death and 
resurrection, or being saved from 
death.

Jonah and the whale. Jonah 
feared he would be killed if he 
did what God told him to do, so he 
sailed away, and was tossed into 
the belly of a whale, where he 
lived for three days. When he was 
released, he was no longer afraid 
of anything.

Ezekiel‛s “dry bones.” The prophet 
had a vision of dry bones in a valley 
of death. He prophesied that God 
would bring them to life again.

Three Youths and Daniel. When 
God‛s people lived in exile in Baby-
lon, three youths refused to wor-
ship an idol, as the king commanded. 
He sent them to their death in a 
fi ery furnace. They walked in the 
midst of the fl ames unharmed. A 
fourth youth, Daniel, was sentenced 
to death in the lions den, but was 
untouched.

Moses
The Passover and The Red Sea
The most important prefi gurement 
of Jesus‛ death and resurrec-
tion involves  Moses, leading God‛s 
people out of slavery. The night 
before they left Egypt, Moses 
told the people to kill a lamb, and 
spread its blood on the doorway of 
their homes. That night the angel 
of death struck down the fi rstborn 
sons of the Egyptians, but passed 
over the homes marked with the 
blood of the lamb. This is commem-
orated by the Jews as Passover. 
We say that Jesus is our Passover, 

or Pasch, as in “Pascha,” 
since through his sacrifi ce 
eternal death has “passed 
over” us. 

The Israelites were saved 
from certain death the 
next day as well. God told 
Moses to lead the people 
into the Red Sea--to cer-
tain death--however, He 
parted the waters and they 
went from being slaves in 
Egypt, to new life, 40 years 
later, in the Promised Land.

The topic of all these 
readings is redemption--
God coming to reclaim His 
people, to rescue them. 

These are some of the 15 
readings that speak to us during 
the Holy Saturday Vespers service, 
assuring us that our God is stronger 
than death, and that we were cre-
ated for life eternal.

Life forever with God is only pos-
sible if we practice living for God 
and others now. We must learn to 
“die” to sin and selfi shness, every 
day. St. Gregory of Nyssa said, 
“The door to heaven has an opening 
for us to pass through. The opening 
is in the shape of a cross.”

From Death to Life

Liturgical Link

“As many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.”

The tomb, or 
just the burial cloth icon, is 
carried aloft in procession 
on Friday night. In some 
churches, the people must 
pass under the tomb to 
re-enter the church. This 
symbolizes that we cannot 
enter the kingdom unless 
we are joined to Jesus’ 
death and resurrecction



Jesus Executed; How Jesus Came to Be Crucifi ed
& Let us recall, again, the Suffering Servant

The Scribe

Jesus was arrested in the middle of the night. He was taken to the chief priests 
and sentenced to death. Then he was sent to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor 
who then sent him to Herod. He was sent back to Pilate, who had him scourged, 
and then gave in to the crowd and had Jesus carry his own cross to Skull Hill. He 
was crucifi ed, and died. One bystander said, “If he were who he claimed to be, he 
would not die such a pathetic death.”

The Messiah, wrote the Scribe, is supposed to reign forever. However, the proph-
et Isaiah wrote about a Suffering Servant who was humble, mocked, despised, and 
beaten. The servant would bear the sin of all and carry our weaknesses. Though 
dead, he would somehow see light and make many holy. He would be exalted by 
God. 

Recap of the News
Read aloud.

Jesus’ passion

Issue 19

Compare and Contrast

Suffering Servant



Icon for Great and Holy Friday

Holy 
Week 

Collage 
Project 



Icon for Great and Holy Saturday

Holy 
Week 

Collage 
Project 



Unless a grain of 
wheat fall to the earth 
and ___________, it 
remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it 
produces much grain.

The poor 
widow gave 
of her want, 
and was 
praised by 
Jesus.

Whoever desires to come 
after Me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross, 
and follow Me. For whoever 
desires to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake and 
the gospel‛s will save it. For 
what will it profi t a man if 
he gains the whole world, 
and loses his own soul? Or 
what will a man give in ex-
change for is soul? For who-
ever is ashamed of Me and 
My words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of him 
the Son of Man also will be 
ashamed when he comes in 
the glory of His Father with 
the holy angels. 
      
Mark 8:34-38

Holy 
Week 

Collage 
Project 



Holy 
Week 

Collage 
Project 



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 19 Study Guide

1.  State two ways in which Jesus fulfi lled the prophecy of the Suffering Servant.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Match the events with the days of Holy Week.

 1) The Last, or Mystical Supper  a. Great and Holy Friday

 2) Jesus in the tomb descended  b. Holy Thursday
  into Hades

 3) The Crucifi xion    c. Holy Saturday

Jesus Executed; How Jesus Came to Be Crucifi ed
& Let us recall, again, the Suffering Servant



 Issue 20

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at Luke 24:1-6.] Students will fi nd 
and mark opening and closing 
prayers as they wait for the class 
to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Need:  
Transfi guration and Resurrec-
tion icon handout] Review Study 
Guides, read handout.

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 20; “Issue 20 
Recap,” copies of “The Orthodox 
World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 20 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” read aloud, and 
“Compare/Contrast” Jesus, and The 
Messiah 

The Orthodox World:  Pascha! 
(The photos are GL16, 17, 18, and 
19 from Teaching Pics, an OCEC 
publication.)

Moral/Faith Question: none

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at Luke 24:13-35.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Guards report resurrection, Mat-
thew 28: 11-15

Emmaus, Luke 24:13

Mary and Women, Matthew 28:1-
10,  Mark 16:9-11 

Peter and John see tomb, John 
20:1-10

For the Catechist

The Introduction to this curriculum 
piece began by recalling Jesus’ words 
to the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus. The project comes full circle in 
this lesson which reports on their expe-
rience in the news story. 

The four gospels have differing, but not 
contradictory, accounts as to appearanc-
es of Christ after his death. Mark’s gos-
pel is quite brief, whereas John’s includes 
Jesus finding the disciples on the shore 
of the Sea of Tiberias and sharing a meal 
with them, and the story of the doubt-
ing Thomas. Luke’s gospel contains the 
story of the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus.

The fact that Jesus was not immediately 
recognized is due to the glorified body 
He possessed after resurrection. On the 
other hand, Lazarus did not resurrect in 
the strictest sense; he did not rise to life 
eternal but had to face death a second 
time.

Holy Week Collage. The student will 
turn the poster board over, paste 
“Pascha Sunday” and add appropriate 
pieces.

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

Emmaus
This is a delightful account of a resur-
rection appearance of Christ to two 
perploexed followers: 1) Cleopas whom 
tradition identifi es as the brother of 
Jospeh, Mary’s husband, and thus Jesus’ 
uncle; and 2) the unnamed follower who, 
according to tradition is the evangelist 

Luke himself (OSB footnote to Luke 
24:13-35).

Peace to you
The resurrectional greeting of “Peace to 
you” frequently resounds in Orthodox 
worship (OSB footnote to Luke 24:36).

Mary Magdalene “Apostle”
Mary Magdalene is the fi rst to see the 
risen Christ and becomes the apostle 
to the Apostles” (OSB footnote to John 
20:18)

Christ, our Passover
The mystery of natural time, the bond-
age to winter and release in spring, 
was fulfilled in the mystery of time as 
history—the bondage to Egypt and 
the release into the Promised Land. 
And the mystery of historical time 
was transformed in to the mystery of 
eschatological time, of its understand-
ing as Passover—the "passage" in the 
ultimate joy of salvation and redemption, 
as movement toward the fulfillment of 
the Kingdom.  And when Christ "our 
Passover" (1 Cor. 5:7), performed His 
passage to the Father, He assumed and 
fulfilled all these meaning—the whole 
movement of time in all its dimen-
sions; and on the "last and great day 
of Pentecost" He inaugurated the 
new time, the new "eon" of the Spirit.  
(Schmemann, For the Life of the World 
56-57)

(See following page for additional back-
ground reading.)

Jesus’ Tomb is Empty! Men Report
Encounter with Jesus & An Empty Tomb, 
What are We to Think?

Objectives: The students will be able to retell the resurrection story of the women at the tomb, 
and the appearance on the road to Emmaus. ( Roman soldiers guarded the tomb round the clock. 
Several women came to the tomb early on Sunday to anoint Jesus’ body and met a man who told 
them Jesus was alive, then they saw Jesus on the road. Two disciples on the road to Emmaus were 
joined by a traveler. He helped them understand the death of Jesus by using the scriptures. When he 
blessed and broke bread with him, they knew he was Jesus; then he vanished.)



The Vespers and Matins of the Blessed Sabbath, together 
with the Divine Liturgy which follows, form a masterpiece of 
the Orthodox liturgical tradition.  These services are not at 
all a dramatic re-enactment of the historical death and burial 
of Christ. Neither are they a kind of ritual reproduction of 
scenes in the Gospel. They are, rather the deepest spiritual 
and liturgical penetration into the eternal meaning of the 
saving events of Christ, viewed and praised already with the 
full knowledge of their divine signifi cance and power. (97-98)

Holy Saturday Vespers, Service of Baptism
Through the act of immersion, the baptized person dies to 
this world and is born again in the resurrection of Christ 
into eternal life. He is clothed with the “garments of salva-
tion” symbolized by the white baptismal robe which is the 
“new humanity” of Jesus himself who is the new and heav-
enly Adam. (See John 3, Romans 5, I Corinthians 15.) Thus, 
the words of the Apostle Paul are chanted as the newly-
baptized is led in procession around the baptismal font 
three times as the symbol of his procession to the Kingdom 
of God and his entrance into eternal life: “For as many as 
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.” 
(Galatians 3:27) (Hopko, Worship, 29)

A little before midnight on the Blessed Sabbath the 
Nocturne service is chanted. The celebrant goes to the 
tomb and removes the winding-sheet. He carries it through 
the royal doors and places it on the altar table where it 
remains for forty days until the day of Ascension. (101)

Procession
At midnight the Easter procession begins. The people leave 
the church building singing: “The angels in heaven, O Christ 
our Savior sing of Thy resurrection. Make us on earth also 
worthy to hymn Thee with a pure heart. “(101)

The procession circles the church building and returns to 
the closed doors of the front of the church. This procession 
of the Christians on Easter night recalls the original baptis-
mal procession from the darkness and death of this world 
to the light and the life of the Kingdom of God. It is the 
procession of the holy Passover, from death unto life, from 
earth unto heaven, from this age to the age to come which 
will never end. (101)

Before the closed doors of the church building, the resur-
rection of Christ is announced. Sometimes the Gospel is 
read which tells of the empty tomb. The celebrant intones 
the blessing to the “holy, consubstantial, life-creating and 
undivided Trinity.” The Easter troparion is sung for the first 
time, together with the verses of Psalm 68 which will begin 
all of the Church services during the Easter season.

“Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered; let those who 
hate him flee from before his face!

“Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death 
by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 
(Troparion)

“This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and 
be glad in it!

The people re-enter the church building and continue the 
service of Easter Matins which is entirely sung. (101)

Sermon of St. John Chrysostom
At the end of the Hours, before the Divine Liturgy, the cel-
ebrant solemnly proclaims the famous Paschal Sermon of St. 
John Chrysostom. This sermon is an invitation to all of the 
faithful to forget their sins and to join fully in the feast of 
the resurrection of Christ. Taken literally, the sermon is the 
formal invitation offered to all members of the Church to 
come and to receive Holy Communion, partaking of Christ, 
the Passover Lamb, whose table is now being set in the 
midst of the Church. In some parishes the sermon is liter-
ally obeyed, and all the faithful receive the Eucharistic gifts 
of the Passover Supper of Easter night. (102)

The Easter Divine Liturgy begins immediately with the sing-
ing once more of the festal troparion . . . The troparion 
is repeated over and over again. The Baptismal line from 
Galatians replaces the Thrice-Holy Hymn. The epistle read-
ing is the first nine verses of the Book of Acts. The gospel 
reading is the first seventeen verse of the Gospel of St. John. 
The proclamation of the Word of God takes the faithful 
back again to the beginning, and announces God’s creation 
and re-creation of the world through the living Word of 
God, his Son Jesus Christ. (104)

The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues, crowned in 
holy communion with the Passover Lamb at his banquet 
table in God’s Kingdom. Again and again the troparion of 
the Resurrection is sung while the faithful partake  of him 
“who was dead and is alive again.” (Revelation 2:8) (104)

Additional Background Reading (page numbers refer to Hopko, Worship)

Paschal Services



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: “A reading from 
the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather around the icon corner and stand 
to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Need: Transfi guration icon.] [Review Issues 17-19 Study Guides.] [Allow responses to: ] Who recalls 
what our lesson was about last week? 
 - What feelings or thoughts do you recall? 
 - Do you think the lesson will change the way you experience Great and Holy Friday? 
  Why? Why not?
 - If you were one of the disciples and Jesus had just been crucifi ed, what would you be doing?
The disciples were totally shaken by what happened to Jesus, but actually, they should not have been. Does any-
one know what I’m talking about? [Pass out page with icons of Transfi guration and Resurrection.] Does this 
help? It is the icon of the Transfi guration. We commemorate the Transfi guration in August. Do you remember the 
story? [Refer to Matthew 17:1-13 if necessary.] [Read narrative below icons.] Jesus showed his divinity to 
Peter, James and John, before the week of His death, to help them keep faith. The episode ends with “. . . the Son 
of Man is also about to suffer at their hands.”  

So, if last week was about the Crucifi xion, what do you think this week is about? Orthodox Christians do not 
speak of one without the other. We don’t typically say,  “Jesus died for your sins,” although it is true; we don’t 
dwell on the horrifi c death Jesus suffered, but rather see it in light of the Resurrection. We speak of Christ’s vic-
tory over death and the fact that the gate of paradise is open again.

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 20, and highlighters. Read page aloud.]  

Lesson Reinforcement: As with our last lesson, let’s just read the recap. Now for our collage project. We’ll 
use the other side of our poster for Pascha. Use the color blocks to write words or phrases having to do with the 
Resurrection or your feelings at Pascha. You can paste your blocks on the collage, along with the icons and photos 
from the Paschal service. 

Compare and Contrast. We’ll do the compare and contrast a little differently this week. Let’s turn back to 
the front page of this program. What story is being told here? So, today we have come to the place where we 
began--on the road to Emmaus. The Scribe has revealed to you much of what Jesus probably said to those two 
disciples. And now the question, “Is Jesus the Messiah?”

 You can work with a friend on the compare/contrast and the question below. However, if you answer, “yes,” I 
want you to cite three issues (use your Record-keeping sheet for reference) that made you believe He was. If you 
answer, “no,” I need three reasons why you feel the Scribe didn’t convince you. 

The Orthodox World [Read together.] 

Moral/Faith Issue:  none 

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “Jesus” and “the Messiah.”

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]

Issue 20
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Jesus’ Tomb is Empty! Men Report Encounter with 
Jesus & An Empty Tomb, What are We to Think?

The Scribe

Roman soldiers notifi ed Jewish leaders that the tomb is empty. Some of the fol-
lowers of Jesus, women, went to the Tomb and reported that a man told them 
Jesus was alive. Then they saw Jesus, alone. Another report is from two of his 
disciples who were traveling to Emmaus and were met by a stranger. He spoke to 
them about Jesus and what the scriptures spoke about the Messiah. When the 
man later blessed and broke bread, they knew it was Jesus.

The Scribe stated that Jesus can be remembered for many things--the calm-
ing of the seas, the feeding of the multitude, sickness, disease and demons fl ed 
from him. The poor and forgotten came to him. He seemed the son going about the 
Father‛s business. Yet, he spoke about “eating his fl esh.” He rode into Jerusalem in 
triumph, only to be crucifi ed. The Scribe affi rmed that the Messiah will usher in a 
new age, but noted the Romans were still in Jerusalem.

Jesus

Recap of the News
Fill in the blanks.

The Messiah

Compare and Contrast

Is Jesus the Messiah?

Issue 20



The Scribe Issue 20 The Orthodox World

Pascha
“Arise O Lord 
and judge 
the earth, 
for to Thee 
belong all 
nations!” 
Bay leaves, a 
sign of life, 
are tossed 
throughout 
the church, 
heralding the 
news of the 
life eternal. 
Earlier in 
the service 
fi fteen Old 
Testament 
readings--the story of creation, and 
prophecies and stories of God saving 
His people--prepared us for this fi rst 
announcement of the Christ‛s victory 
over death. 

Our 
celebration    
of Pascha 
begins 
when we 
enter 
the dark 
church. At 
midnight, 
the priest 
stands in 
front of 
the Royal 
Doors and chants “Come ye take light 
from the light that is never overtaken 
by night, come glorify Christ risen 
from the dead.” While this echoes throughout 
the church, we come forward one by one to 
have our candles lit from the Light. 

After 
the Paschal procession around the 
church, the priest bangs on the 
front door of the church and shouts, 
“Lift up ye gates, O ye princes; and 
be ye lifted up, ye everlasting gates, 
and the King of glory shall enter in!” 
The doors are opened and we walk 
into the kingdom of God on earth, 
fi lled with light and beauty. 

“Christ is risen!”
the priest proclaims. “Truly He is 

risen!” we shout in response. The proclamation 
is shouted repeatedly, and often in more than 
one language, as sweet incense fi lls the air on 
this glorious day. The celebration of Pascha 
concludes forty days later, on the feast day 
of the Ascension. Every Sunday, however, is a 
celebration of the eternal life Jesus restored 
unto us through his death and resurrection. 

“For 
as in 
Adam 

all die, even 
so in 
Christ 
all 
shall 
be made 
alive” 
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Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 20 Study Guide

1.  Retell the story of the women at the tomb. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Retell the story of Jesus’ appearance on the road to Emmaus.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus’ Tomb is Empty! Men Report Encounter with 
Jesus & An Empty Tomb, What are We to Think?



 Issue 21

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at John 14:1-3] Students will fi nd 
and mark opening and closing 
prayers as they wait for the class 
to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Need:  
(Optional) Holy Land photos (Holy 
Land Photos.org)] Review Issues 
19-20 Study Guides, discussion: 
“What happened next?”

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 21; “Issue 21 
Recap,” Color blocks, copies of 
“The Orthodox World,” copies 
of bookmarks, perhaps on heavier 
paper.] 

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” research into the 
night before Jesus died.  Color 
blocks

The Orthodox World:  Old --> 
Fulfi lled in New --> Fulfi lled in You

Moral/Faith Question: none

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Gluestick, 
Bible marked at John 15:4-5.] 
Students will say the phrase they 
chose, and paste the color block 
on the poster. The reading will 
conclude the Closing.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

The numerous scriptural passages 
are listed on the Recap page.

For the Catechist

At this juncture, you may want to decide 
whether the next lesson will be your 
last. In it, you will fi nd the exam for unit 
four. If you can, add another week so 
the fi nal issue can be read without the 
time limitation necessitated by an exam. 
It may be interesting for the students 
to see photos of the shrines now at the 
Holy Land sites. Photos can be found at 
www.holylandphotos.org. 

Issue 21 is different than all the others, 
as the Scribe does not submit a column, 
having gone to speak with the disciples.  
The students do not have a recap or 
compare/contrast exercise. Instead, they 
choose a phrase, or an event from the 
night before Jesus died, to read, report 
on, and write a phrase of for a color 
block (for the poster project).  They 
share what they read with the class, 
and then post their color block, under 
“Thursday.” While the institution of 
the Eucharist is what we recall on Holy 
Thursday, the interview does not dwell 
much on it; as its great signifi cance was 
not understood immediately.  

John 15:5 (see Objective) is a good 
example of the Orthodox theology of 
“theosis,” or living united with God.  The 
last word, “nothing,” is often translated 
“no good thing.” (See OSB footnote).

John’s Gospel. The Farewell Discourse 
is possibly the most poignant long pas-
sage in all of scripture. John was the last 
of the evangelists to write, and is called 
“the theologian,” as he, by nature and/or 
advanced age, shows the most wisdom in 
recognizing Jesus as the Son of God, and 
also in seeing how “it all ties up,” most 
notably in his use of “In the beginning,” 
the fi rst phrase of the Old Testament, as 
the fi rst phrase of his gospel. “In him, all 
things hold together” (Col 1:17). 

The Orthodox World discusses how 
the Old Testament leads to the New 
Testament, and how they both lead to 
our personal experience of faith. The 
students are invited to read the Fare-
well Discourse as a personal conversa-
tion with Jesus. It may well trigger a 
conversion experience. Please read the 
discourse (John 14-16) in its entirety. 
prayerfully, and as you do so, read the 
footnotes. 

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

Passover Thursday
Because Jesus is the Lamb of God (1:29), 
the connection between the Passover 
and the death of Jesus is important, and 
John emphasizes it over and again (see 
2:13, 23; 6:4; 12:1; 13:1; 18:28; 39; 19:14, 
41) (OSB footnote to John 11:55)

No Good Thing . . .
Without Christ we can do nothing--
nothing which is properly motivated and 
gives glory to God (OSB, footnote to 
John 15:5).

Theosis,  Abiding in God
Abiding in Christ is living out our union 
with Him in faith, baptism, love, obedi-
ence, and Eucharist. The fi gure of the 
vine and branches shows: (1) our union 
with Christ is intimate and real--we are 
a new people in Christ; (2) life fl ows 
from the vine to the branches--abiding in 
Christ is not static nor “positional,” but 
dynamic and vitalizing; and (3) the fruit 
we bear is both good works and mission 
. . . (OSB footnote to John 15:4). 

The saints of the Church are unanimous 
in their claim that Christian life is the 
participation in the life of the Blessed 
Trinity in the most genuine and realistic 
way. It is the life of men becoming divine 
(Hopko, Doctrine, 147–148).

Objectives: The students will be able to 1) defi ne “abide,” (“live in”), 2) list fi ve ways we 
abide in Christ, (pray, participate in Church services, read scripture, fast, live righteously), 
3) explain, cite, and memorize John 15:5, (“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, bears  fruit; for apart from me you can do nothing.” (Live in 
Jesus every day; receive your life from His.  Apart from Him, you can do no good thing. )

Disciple Interviewed on Jesus’ Passover 
Teachings & . . .



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: 
“A reading from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather 
around the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Review Issue 19 and 20 Study Guides.]  At our next class session, we will see the fi nal issue of 
The Scribe.  [Allow responses.] What was our last issue about? What occurred after the Resur-
rection? [Share photos of Holy Land.]

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 21 and highlighters. Read page aloud. Choose student to be interviewer 
and or more students to read the responses.]

Something in our last lesson might explain why there is no Scribe’s commentary . . . (Jonah went 
to investigate whether the claims of Jesus’ disciples were true.) 

Lesson Reinforcement: There is no “compare and contrast” for this lesson. For our recap 
activity today, we’ll work with the Gospels to paint a clearer picture on what that night was like. 
We’ll fi nd the exact words of Jesus at the Last, or Mystical Supper, and we’ll look at some of the 
events of the “longest night,” as John called it in the news story. As you may have noticed, we don’t 
have “Thursday” fi lled in on the poster. 

[Pass out Recap page.] You can choose either one teaching of Jesus from the news story, fi nd it 
in the Bible, and copy it onto a color block, OR, looking to the second set of passages, choose an 
event from the longest night, read about it, and select a few words or a brief phrase to place on a 
color block. I’ll ask you to share your phrase right before you paste it to the poster which we will 
do as part of our closing today.

[Have students choose teachings and events, seeing, if possible, that no two students have 
the same words or events. (Some of the longer event passages can be shared if neces-
sary.)]

Compare and Contrast. None

The Orthodox World [Read together. At the end, pass out bookmarks. The students 
may choose the”Abide in me”and, if desired, a blank one for their favorite phrase.]

Moral/Faith Issue:  none 

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Not applicable.

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Closing
[Have gluestick ready. Gather at the icon corner. Have students share their color block, 
and paste it to the poster. Have scripture read aloud.]

Issue 21



Disciple Interviewed on Jesus’ Passover Teaching

The Scribe

Some events from Thursday night until Friday 
morning

Betrayal, Matthew 26:21-25
Washing of Feet, John 13:1-20
First Eucharist, Matthew 26:26-29
Gethsemane, Matthew 26:30, 36-46
Arrest, Matthew 26:47-56
Cutting off of soldier‛s ear, John 18:10-11
Peter‛s Denial, Matthew 26:58, 69-75
Pilate, Matthew 27:2, 11-14

Recap of the News

Write and cite your favorite passage from Jesus words at the 
Last, or Mystical, Supper.

Issue 21

Listing of citations for teachings for Jesus‛ 
Passover Teaching. All references are found in 
John‛s Gospel

One would betray him 13:21 
Little children, John 13:33
Orphans, 14:18
Many mansions 14:2
Sorrow turned to joy, 16:21
Spirit of Truth 14:15-17  
World‛s hatred 15:18
“I have overcome the world,” 16:33
“Keep My word” 14:23    
 “As the Father loved Me” 15:9
Seen Jesus, seen the Father 14:9
“I am the vine” 15:4 
He chose us 15:16  
“Peace I leave with you” 14:27 
“I have told you” 14:29  
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The Scribe Issue 21 The Orthodox World

Old --> Fulfi lled in New --> Fulfi lled in You

Liturgical Link

“The servant of God _______ . . .”

The Scribe looked to the 
scriptures (the Old Testa-
ment), to make sense of what 
Jesus was saying and doing. 
While the Scribe wouldn‛t have 
known he was searching for 
Jesus in the Old Testament, 
that was indeed what he was 
doing. The Orthodox Church, 
more than any other Christian 
church, sees the Old Testa-
ment, like the Scribe, through 
the words, people, and events 
of the New.  

The Big Picture. While it 
makes an interesting study 
to compare and contrast the 
Old and New Testaments on 
specifi c points, it is impor-
tant to not lose sight of the 
big picture: God prepared, 
prepared, prepared, a people 
who could recognize His Son 
because of their history. In 
Jesus‛ forgiveness of sinners, 
they were to see fulfi lled the 
forgiveness God bestowed on 
King David. In Jesus‛ care for 
the poor and widowed, they 
were to see fulfi lled the law of 
Moses which commanded them 
to care for the poor in their 
midst. 

In Jesus‛ healings and rising 
from the dead, they were to 
see fulfi lled the arrival of the 
Kingdom, as was prophesied.
Many Jews saw this, and be-
came Chris-
tians.

But, the story 
doesn‛t end 
there. God, 
is patiently 
working with 
OUR life 
experiences, 
both good and 
bad, to pre-
pare each of 
us, for OUR 
acceptance of 
His Son. 

The Story of Our Life. 
Our trials and suffering are 
somewhere in the Old Testa-
ment, and can be understood, 
or healed, through Jesus. The 
sins for which we ask God‛s 
forgiveness, are also some-
where in the many pages of 
the Old Testament. They are 
forgiveable, as Jesus showed 
in the New Testament. Finally, 
it is our hope, too, that we will 
be with God, for all eternity. 

In sports, teams will often 
review the tapes of the previ-
ous game to see what was done 
well, or needing improvement, 
before the next game. Simi-

larly, in the Christian 
life, we have quiet 
times, called fasts, 
and joyous times 
when we celebrate 
the feastdays.

During the quiet 
times of fasting, 
we seek to be with 
God more, through 
prayer or reading of 
scripture. When we 
are with God we can 
review our life, to 
see what we need to 

work on, and what we did right. 
See how He was walking with 
you every step of the way. 

When Jesus told the disciples 
of his approaching death, he 
told them not to despair, “For 
I shall see YOU again, your 
hearts fi lled with joy.” Place a 
marker in your Bible at John, 
14, and at a quiet time, read 
chapters 14, 15, and 16 know-
ing the word “you,” is YOU. 
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Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 21 Study Guide

1.  Defi ne “abide.”

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  List fi ve ways we abide in Christ.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Write the passage, John 15:5, from memory.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Disciple Interviewed on Jesus’ Passover Teaching



 Issue 22

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at Daniel 7:13-14.] Students will 
fi nd and mark opening and closing 
prayers as they wait for the class 
to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Discussion 
of fasting, and the liturgical year.

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
Recap page, notebooks. Using the 
Recod-keeping page, the students 
will refl ect on  which issues of The 
Scribe were signifi cant for them. 

The Orthodox World:  What 
Can We Expect at the Second 
Coming?

Moral/Faith Question: Why are 
you an Orthodox Christian?

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at Matthew 28:16-20.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Jesus’ parting words (commission 
to disciples, Matthew 26:16-20

Scribe citations, Daniel 7:13, 14, 7:9; 
6:17; 10:4

For the Catechist

With this lesson, the program concludes. 
If you are giving the exams, you will find 
the final one with this lesson. In this les-
son, the students are asked to reflect 
on the program. We are asking you, also, 
to reflect on the program by way of the 
evaluation form on this site. Your insights 
will help build a better program.

Forty days after the Resurrection, we 
commemorate the Ascension, the final 
appearance of Jesus Christ. The beautiful 
speech of Jesus gives us the command 
for our lives, as well as for the Church, 
“Go, make disciples of all nations . . .” 
and the courage for what we are asked 
to do, “I am with you always.” It is said 
that a church without a mission (a mis-
sionary out reach) is dead. Our faith is 
not just for our sake, but also for the 
salvation of others.

The Orthodox World. We expect 
Christ to come again at the end of 
the world. At that point, He will come 
in glory to judge the living and the 
dead. We do not know the time of the 
Second Coming, nor do we believe the 
Book of Revelation holds the answer. We 
are to live prepared to meet our Lord at 
any time.

When possible, Orthodox churches face 
east, with the sanctuary in the eastern-
most part of the building. This is because 
the Church refers to Christ as the Star 
in the east that illumined His Nativity, 
and as the Sunrise who will come again 
in the east. When in church or at home, 
therefore, we pray facing east. We recall 
with joy Christ’s appearance on Earth, 

and watch with expectation for His 
Second Coming.

Our hope is that we will be prepared 
for the Second Coming that we might 
live the words of Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans. “As many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
His death . . . For if we have been united 
together in the likeness of His death, 
certain we also shall be in the likeness of 
His resurrection (Romans 6:3-5)

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

Luke alone records the event of the 
Ascension (see also Acts 1:9). The Ascen-
sion signifi es Jesus’ full glorifi cation and 
lordship over all. He is Pantokrator, the 
All-ruling Christ sharinq equal glory, 
authority and honor with the Father. 
The Ascension is as great a mystery as 
the Resurrection, and should not be 
understood simply in terms of time and 
space. The risen Lord Jesus Christ is now 
enthroned, sharing fully the ruling power 
of the Father, together with the all-Holy 
Spirit (OSB footnote Luke 24:50).

Present in the Eucharist
The Lord broke bread with them in 
the same manner as during the Last 
Supper. Christ’s actions and the experi-
ence of the meal by the two men image 
the Eucharist. At each Eucharist, as we 
continue to share the Lord’s Supper, the 
risen Christ comes to open our eyes 
to His mystical presence and to leave 
our hearts burning with His love (OSB 
footnote to Luke 24:30-32)

Objectives: The students will be able to refl ect on what they learned, and what contrib-
uted to their faith. They will be able to 1) identify and explain the Ascension icon (The icon 
shows the Mother of God and the disciples gathered as Jesus instructed them. Jesus is on a 
throne, as he is in heaven, at the right hand of the Father, prepared to judge every person. 
He is taken up into heaven as he says His fi nal words.) 2) state and explain Jesus last 
words. (“I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.” (Jesus gave us the Eucharist, 
and sent his Spirit to live in us so that we can continue His work of salvation. ) 

Is Jesus Gone for Good? 
& “Let us believe in Jesus, the Messiah”



Lesson Plan

Opening
Let’s gather around the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Review Issue 17-21 Study Guides.]  Next week will be our last class, and exam.  Last week we read Jesus’ 
words from the Last Supper. Do you recall any of the phrases? [Allow responses.] Many of the phrases 
spoke about staying connected to God, even through Jesus was about to leave them. How do we do that? [Al-
low responses. The students will probably say, “The Divine Liturgy.”]  Which aspect of the Divine Liturgy 
particularly connects us to God? (Holy Communion.) Holy Communion is a Mystery, or Sacrament. Can you 
name some of the others? Do they all connect us to God?

There is another way we stay connected to God.  What is a feastday? Can you name a feastday?  [Allow 
responses to the following.]
  - For 2000 years we have celebrated these same events. Why?
  - The most important events have fasting periods. Have you fasted before Pascha? 
  - Have you ever not fasted, or fasted less? Does fasting make a difference?
  - During fasting periods, we often say the prayer of St. Ephraim,and do prostrations. How do you feel before 
God, when you do a prostration?

The Church helps us stay connected with God through the fast days and the feastdays. The feasts during a 
year’s time are called the liturgical year, which, incidentally, doesn’t begin on January 1, but four months earlier. 

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 22, and highlighters. Read alooud.] 

Lesson Reinforcement: 
[Have students turn to Record-keeping page.] Did you learn anything, about Jesus, and/or about the Old 
Testament? Did any of you think the Old Testament was “just history,” or “not real important for Christians?  
It is our belief, as Orthodox Christians, that the Old Testament is explained by the New Testament, like Jesus’ 
explanation to the disciples at Emmaus. And Jesus and the New Testament is shown to be true by the Old 
Testament, just as the Scribe discovered. 

[Have a student read the question aloud, and have a student give one response. Let the class work on 
this individually; they will share their responses as the Closing of the lesson.]

The Orthodox World AND STUDY GUIDE [Read together. Have students describe icon and 
the story. See lesson objective for details. Complete the sentences in the box at the bottom of the 
page. If you are using the Study Guides, have them fi ll theirs out as you do this page.]

Moral/Faith Issue:  Why are you an Orthodox Christian?

Exam
[If you have chosen to do the Study Guides and exams:] How many of you studied for the exam with 
your parents? Please open your notebooks so I can see their initials. [Review notebook pages.] If you miss 
any questions, you will have a chance to take a make-up exam.  [Look over the exam questions and re-
view any that you think might be problematic. Then pass out exams.  You may have the students check 
each others, or you may wish to do this after class.  The students may miss four questions and still 
pass.] 

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students share some of their responses from the Recap page. Do 
the fi nal reading.]

Issue 22



The Scribe

Recap of The Scribe
Short answer.

List one or more things you learned from this program, 
citing an issue, or issues, of The Scribe, including informa-
tion found in The Orthodox World.

Issue 22

Which issue(s) of The Scribe affected your own faith?



The Scribe Issue 22 The Orthodox World

In the icon of the Ascension, 
we see the disciples with 
the Theotokos in the cen-
ter, looking straight at us, 
and pointing to her Son. 
enthroned as ruler of all. 

“Ruler of all” is 
“Pantocrator” in Greek and 
is the name of the icon we 
see in the center dome of 
Orthodox churches. The 
Pantocrator icon is taken 
from the larger Ascension 
icon. 

At the Ascension, Jesus 
said, “I will be with you 
always, even unto the end 
of the age.” For us, the 
feast of the Ascension is 
the reassurance of Christ‛s liv-
ing Presence with us to this day, 
and the pledge of His return.

Jesus will return, and that will 
signal the end of time. God will 

reveal His presence and all 
will rise from the dead to 
the presence of God to be 
judged. 

Is it ours to judge wheth-
er non-Orthodox will be 
saved? We do not judge 
anyone, that is for Jesus 
to do. Our feet have been 
set on the path of salva-
tion by the ancient and true 
Orthodox Church. From 
its life, we draw life. We 
know the Truth, and the 
Way. The question for each 
of us will be, “Have I lived 
the Orthodox life? It is 
we who will be judged as to 
whether we were Orthodox 

Christians. 

What Can We Expect at the Second Coming?

Liturgical Link

“For a good defense before the dread judgment seat of Christ . . .”
Why are you an Orthodox 
Christian?

Memorize Jesus’ fi nal words, and how they are accomplished.

“I am ________  ______ always, even unto the end of 
the age.”

Jesus gave us the ____________ , and sent his _________ to live in us so 
that we can continue His work of _______________.  



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 22 Study Guide

1.  Identiy the icon, of the Ascension and explain what is happening.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  State, and explain Jesus’ last words.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Is Jesus Gone for Good? 
& “Let us believe in Jesus, the Messiah”
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Unit IV Exam

Section A. True or False? Circle T or F.

T   F   1. Abide means “live in.” We abide in Jesus through prayer, reading the Bible, participating in 
  Church, living righteously, and fasting

T   F   2. Abraham was the fi rst king of Israel.

T   F   3. “Patriarch,” is the word that means, “father of a people.”

T   F   4. Jesus appeared to Peter on the road to Emmaus.

T   F   5. A tithe is 1/2 of all we earn and receive.

T   F   6. Christ fulfi lled the prophecy of the Suffering Servant because he was beaten, and did not 
  protest

T   F   7. Christ praised the small offering of the widow at the Temple because she trusted God and gave
  sacrifi cially.

Section B. Matching. The phrases in the column I are completed in column II. Write the letter of 
the phrase that completes each statement. 

 Column I       Column II

 8.  ____ The “stranger” on the road to Emmaus a. blessed and shared bread with them.

        b. helped the two disciples understand the
 9. ____  At the tomb, the angel    death of Jesus by explaining the
        scriptures about the Messiah
 
10. ____ At Emmaus the disciples recognized c. rolled back the stone to reveal a tomb
  Jesus when He     empty, except for the burial cloth
               
12. ____ On Thursday of Holy Week   d. we commemorate the burial of Jesus

13. ____ On Friday of Holy Week   e. we commemorate the death of Jesus

14. ____ On Saturday of Holy Week   f. we commemorate the Mystical Supper



         The Scribe Unit IV Exam, page 2/2
Section C. Short answer using complete sentences.

15. Explain “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it dies, it produc-
es much grain.”        
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

16. Explain how Jesus’ last words are true: “I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.”

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

17. List three reasons why we tithe.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

18. Fill in the blanks

“_____ am the vine, you are the branches. He who _________ in Me, and I in him, bears  fruit; for 

__________ from me you can do _______________.”

19. Explain the quote above.
 
____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

20. What is the name of this icon? 

_______________________________________________________________
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Unit IV Exam  Answer Key

Section A. True or False? Circle T or F.

X  F   1. Abide means “live in.” We abide in Jesus through prayer, reading the Bible, participating in 
  Church, living righteously, and fasting

T  X   2. Abraham was the fi rst king of Israel.

X  F   3. “Patriarch,” is the word that means, “father of a people.”

T  X   4. Jesus appeared to Peter on the road to Emmaus.

T  X   5. A tithe is 1/2 of all we earn and receive.

X  F   6. Christ fulfi lled the prophecy of the Suffering Servant because he was beaten, and did not 
  protest

X  F   7. Christ praised the small offering of the widow at the Temple because she trusted God and gave
  sacrifi cially.

Section B. Matching. The phrases in the column I are completed in column II. Write the letter of 
the phrase that completes each statement. 

 Column I       Column II

 8.   b   The “stranger” on the road to Emmaus a. blessed and shared bread with them.

        b. helped the two disciples understand the
 9.   c   At the tomb, the angel    death of Jesus by explaining the
        scriptures about the Messiah
 
10.  a  At Emmaus the disciples recognized  c. rolled back the stone to reveal a tomb
  Jesus when He     empty, except for the burial cloth
               
12.   f  On Thursday of Holy Week   d. we commemorate the burial of Jesus

13.   e  On Friday of Holy Week   e. we commemorate the death of Jesus

14.   d  On Saturday of Holy Week   f. we commemorate the Mystical Supper



         The Scribe Unit IV Exam, page 2/2
Section C. Short answer using complete sentences.

15. Explain “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it dies, it produc-
es much grain.”        

The quote means that we must die to our selfi shness, and when 
we do, good will come of it.

16. Explain how Jesus’ last words are true: “I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.”

Jesus gave us the Eucharist, and sent his Spirit to live in us so 
that we can continue His work of salvation.

17. List three reasons why we tithe.
We tithe to trust God, to thank God, and to grow toward God.

18. Fill in the blanks

“I  am the vine, you are the branches. He who  abides  in Me, and I in him, bears  fruit; for 

apart  from me you can do nothing.”

19. Explain the quote above.
 

Live in Jesus every day; receive your life from His.  Apart from 
Him, you can do no good thing. 

20. What is the name of this icon?

It is the icon of the Ascension.


