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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy: 

NATIVITY – TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS – BAPTISM

The birth of Jesus, He being our true Christ, begins the fulfillment of Isaiah (OSB-Is. 9:5).

His nativity opens the door to us; to the restoration of our fallen relationships with our

Lord, between men and women, and with all of His creation.

Let us marvel in a virgin giving birth to a son. Let us be amazed – this Child, the Word of God

Incarnate.  Let us be filled with awe, knowing that what Jesus assumed to Himself, is being healed, as

we are being reconciled to Him.  Let us rejoice in the  significance of women being restored and

healed, through this young virgin called Mary – the second Eve - who gave birth to God the Word in

the flesh.  Let us also be thankful that Jesus, being Christ, took to Himself our human nature.  While

even more, having clothed Himself with the flesh of Adam and Eve. In this, He honors our person,

dignifies the human nature, and forgives us all, though we yet live outside Paradise.

As we anticipate the coming celebration of Christmas, we often wonder how best to celebrate the birth

of Jesus. Let us remember, historically, the Great Feast of Theophany / Epiphany – celebrating His

Baptism in the River Jordan by John the Baptist – remains of greater significance than Nativity.  Thus

let the Twelve Days of Christmas, be a part of our celebration of His Nativity, as we await His Baptism.

Why true?  Because a significant purposing of the Lord becoming Incarnate is to: 1) free man from  the

fear and darkness of death, 2) overcome the prison of the fallen mortal flesh, and 3) for all to be

washed, cleansed, and healed from wrong teachings and practices.  In this, we become born again,

renewed as children in the Household of God, coming to know the Lord and the Holy Spirit is with

and within, always and nevering forsake us. This is the hope of our faith and the promise of His

transforming Light of Grace. 

It begins in the mystery of Nativity, His coming clothed in a flesh subject to death, yet with a body able

to be transformed. It continues in His Baptism with Paradise beginning to be re-opened. Then answered

through the Repentant Thief on the day of His Crucifiction – “on this day you will be with Me in

Paradise. So as we sing with great joy on Christmas, let us follow the Twelve Days to the Day of His

Baptism, when we put on Christ Jesus.  “Repent for the King and His is domain is at hand.”

Your brother and servant in Christ,

Paul – St. Athanasius Academy

BRINGING CHRISTMAS TO PRISONERS OF CHRIST, JESUS

With tax laws likely changing, now maybe a good
time to give an extra special gift to our: 

PRISONER EDUCATION / SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

PLEASE HELP US CONTINUE OUR MISSION OF PEACE


