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Appendix ii 

the readings 
(Verse numbers are inclusive.) 

 

Day 1 1 
 

Reading from the book of Genesis. 
(49: 9-12)  Thus saith the LORD, Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: 
he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall 
the gathering of the people be. Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; 
he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: his eyes shall be red with 
wine, and his teeth white with milk. 
 

Reading from the second epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. 
(8: 9-15)  Brethren: Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. And herein I give my advice: 
for this is expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year 
ago. Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a 
performance also out of that which ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 
according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. For I mean not that other men 
be eased, and ye burdened: but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply 
for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: 
as it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no 
lack. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(1: 18-25)  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: when as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her 
away privily. But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him 
in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God 
with us. Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took 
unto him his wife: and knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his 
name JESUS. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1  This service may be served on Sunday through Friday evenings, beginning on the evening of November 15th and continuing through the evening of 
December 18th.  When this series of twenty-four readings has been completed, we begin the series again at Day 1 and continue as needed. 
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Day 2 
 

Reading from the proverbs of Solomon the Wise. 
(8: 22-36)  The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up 
from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was 
brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were 
settled, before the hills was I brought forth: while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, 
nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he 
set a compass upon the face of the depth: when he established the clouds above: when he 
strengthened the fountains of the deep: when he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should 
not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by him, as 
one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in the 
habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men. Now therefore hearken unto 
me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse 
it not. Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my 
doors. For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. But he that sinneth 
against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death. 
 

Reading from the second epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. 
(9: 1-8)  Brethren: As touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you: 
for I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that 
Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many. Yet have I sent the brethren, 
lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready: lest haply if 
they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be 
ashamed in this same confident boasting. Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, 
that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice 
before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness. But this I 
say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, 
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(2: 1-6)  When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For 
we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard 
these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And 
they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art not the least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall 
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 
 

Day 3 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(7: 10-16; 8: 10)  Thus saith the LORD unto Ahaz, Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either 
in the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD. 
And Isaiah said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye 
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weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he 
may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, 
and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. If any take 
counsel together, them shall the Lord destroy; and the word which ye shall speak shall not abide in 
you: for God is with us. 

 
Reading from the second epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. 

(9: 9-15)  Brethren: As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his 
righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for 
your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness; being 
enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the 
administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many 
thanksgivings unto God; whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your 
professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto 
all men; and by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(2: 7-12)  At that time Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently 
what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for 
the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship 
him also. When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 
went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned 
of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country 
another way. 
 

Day 4 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(9: 1-7)  The dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first the LORD lightly 
afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her 
by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to 
the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of 
his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. For every 
battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with 
burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The 
highest Power, The Prince of Peace, The Father of the age to come. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
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Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Galatians. 
(3: 15-22)  Brethren: I speak after the manner of men; though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 
confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is 
Christ. And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 
was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none 
effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by 
promise. Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. Is the law then against the 
promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily 
righteousness should have been by the law. But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the 
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(2: 13-15)  In those days, when the wise men were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 
and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. When 
he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: and was there 
until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 
 

Day 5 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(11: 1-10)  There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots: and the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; and shall make him 
of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle 
of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a 
little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters 
cover the sea. And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the 
people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.  
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Galatians. 
(3: 23-29)  Brethren: Before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that 
we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
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is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(2: 16-18)  In those days Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise 
men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama was there a 
voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and 
would not be comforted, because they are not. 
 

Day 6 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(32: 1-4; 16-18)  Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. And a 
man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a 
dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. And the eyes of them that see shall not be 
dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken. The heart also of the rash shall understand 
knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly. Then judgment shall 
dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful field. And the work of righteousness 
shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. And my people shall 
dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.  
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Galatians. 
(4: 4-7)  Brethren:  When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an 
heir of God through Christ.  
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(2: 19-23)  In those days, when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of 
Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life. And he arose, and took the young child 
and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in 
Judæa in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of 
God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: and he came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. 
 

Day 7 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(35: 1-4)  The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the 
glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory 
of the LORD, and the excellency of our God. Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble 
knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.  
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Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Philippians. 
(2: 1-4)  Brethren: If there be any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of 
the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(4: 12-17)  At that time when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into 
Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the 
borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; the people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which 
sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. From that time Jesus began to preach, and 
to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
 

Day 8 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(42: 1-4)  Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my 
spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause 
his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he 
not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he 
have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Philippians. 
(2: 5-11)  Brethren: Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as 
a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(6: 1-8)  The Lord said, Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: 
otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou 
doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: that thine alms may be in secret: 
and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. And when thou prayest, thou 
shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners 
of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which 
is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 
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Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye 
ask him. 
 

Day 9 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(42: 5-9)  Thus saith the LORD God, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that 
spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon 
it, and spirit to them that walk therein: I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 
to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out 
of the prison house. I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither 
my praise to graven images. Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I 
declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Philippians. 
(4: 4-9) Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known 
unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Those things, which ye have 
both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Mark. 
(1: 1-8)  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; as it is written in the prophets, 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. John did 
baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And there 
went out unto him all the land of Judæa, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the 
river of Jordan, confessing their sins. And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a 
skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; and preached, saying, There cometh one 
mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I 
indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 

 
Day 10 

 
Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 

(43: 1-8)  Thus saith the LORD God that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, 
Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee. For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I 
have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. Fear not: for I am with 
thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give 
up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of 
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the earth; even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have 
formed him; yea, I have made him. Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that 
have ears. 

 
Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Philippians. 

(4: 10-20)  Brethren: I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath 
flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in respect 
of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to 
be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me. Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. 
Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 
Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For 
even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but I 
desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received 
of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, wellpleasing to God. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus. Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(6: 16-18)  The Lord said, When ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they 
disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their 
reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; that thou appear not unto 
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall 
reward thee openly. 
 

Day 11 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(43: 9-13) Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among 
them can declare this, and shew us former things? Let them bring forth their witnesses, that they 
may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my 
servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before 
me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me 
there is no saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange 
god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God. Yea, before the day 
was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it? 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Colossians. 
(1: 15-20)  Brethren: The Lord Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature: for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created 
by him, and for him: and he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of 
the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; and, having 
made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 
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Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(6: 19-21)  The Lord said, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 

Day 12 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(52: 1-15)  Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, 
the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. 
Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy 
neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and 
ye shall be redeemed without money. For thus saith the Lord GOD, My people went down aforetime 
into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. Now therefore, what 
have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken away for nought? They that rule over them 
make them to howl, saith the LORD; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. Therefore 
my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: 
behold, it is I. How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for 
they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. Break forth into joy, sing together, 
ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 
The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean 
thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD. For ye shall not 
go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD will go before you; and the God of Israel will be 
your reward. Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very 
high. As many were astonished at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form 
more than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at 
him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall 
they consider. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Colossians. 
(1: 21-23)  Brethren: Ye, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath the Lord Jesus reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, present youselves 
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: if ye continue in the faith grounded and 
settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was 
preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
(6: 25-33)  The Lord said, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 
Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought 
can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
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which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
 

Day 13 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(60: 1-7)  Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. For, 
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise 
upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves 
together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy 
side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the 
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 
The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba 
shall come: they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of the LORD. All 
the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto 
thee: they shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my glory. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Colossians. 
(1: 24-29)  Brethren: Rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: whereof I am made a 
minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of 
God; even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made 
manifest to his saints: to whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: whom we preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus: whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
(1: 26-38)  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the 
virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel 
said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered 
and said unto her, The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son 
of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is 
the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And 
Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel 
departed from her. 
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Day 14 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(54: 1-10)  Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that 
didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married 
wife, saith the LORD. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine 
habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on 
the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to 
be inhabited. Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt 
not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the 
reproach of thy widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his 
name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; the God of the whole earth shall he be called. For 
the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou 
wast refused, saith thy God. For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I 
gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will 
I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for 
as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I 
would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be 
removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee. 

 
Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Colossians. 

(2: 8-12)  Brethren: Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and 
power: in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off 
the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
(1: 39-56)  In those days Mary arose and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Judah; 
and entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. And it came to pass, that, when 
Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit: and she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in 
my womb for joy. And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord. And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, 
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me 
great things; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to 
generation. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath 
filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He hath holpen his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; as he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for 
ever. And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house. 
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Day 15 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
(60: 18-22)  Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; 
but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. The sun shall be no more thy light by 
day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an 
everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be 
ended. Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my 
planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. A little one shall become a thousand, and a 
small one a strong nation: I the LORD will hasten it in his time. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Colossians. 
(3: 1-11)  Brethren:  If ye be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry: for which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: in the 
which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing 
that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; and have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him: where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
(2: 1-7)  In those days there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be 
taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the 
house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so 
it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; 
because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

Day 16 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Jeremiah. 
(31: 31-34) Thus saith the LORD, Behold, the days come that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my 
covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: but this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; after those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 
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Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Colossians. 
(3: 12-17)  Brethren:  Put on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these 
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 
to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
(2: 8-20)  At that time there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they 
made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it 
wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, 
and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
 

Day 17 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Ezekiel. 
(44: 1-4)  The LORD brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh 
toward the east; and it was shut. Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be 
opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the LORD, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, 
therefore it shall be shut. It is for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the 
LORD; he shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same. 
Then brought he me the way of the north gate before the house: and I looked, and, behold, the 
glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD: and I fell upon my face. 
 

Reading from the first epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to Timothy. 
(3: 13-16)  My son Timothy, they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a 
good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. These things write I unto thee, 
hoping to come unto thee shortly: but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received 
up into glory. 
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Reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
(14: 8-14)  The Lord said, When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the 
highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him; and he that bade thee and 
him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. 
But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, 
he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them 
that sit at meat with thee. For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted. Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or a 
supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they 
also bid thee again, and a recompence be made thee. But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind: and thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for 
thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 
 

Day 18 
 

Reading from the book of the Prophet Daniel. 
(2: 31-45)  Daniel saith unto King Nebuchadnezzar, Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. 
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was 
terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs 
of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut 
out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them 
to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, 
and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled 
the whole earth. This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, 
O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, 
and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the 
heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of 
gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of 
brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: 
forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, 
shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, 
and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, 
forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of 
iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou 
sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall 
not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of these kings shall 
the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be 
left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation 
thereof sure. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews. 
(1: 1-14)  Brethren: God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
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express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; being made so much 
better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. For unto 
which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I 
will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? And again, when he bringeth in the 
firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. And of the angels 
he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he saith, 
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee 
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: they shall perish; but thou 
remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and 
they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. But to which of the angels 
said he at any time, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet? 
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to John the Theologian. 
(1: 1-13)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might 
believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God. 
 

Day 19 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Micah. 
(1: 1-7)  The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. Hear, all ye people; 
hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord GOD be witness against you, the Lord from 
his holy temple. For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and 
tread upon the high places of the earth. And the mountains shall be molten under him, and the 
valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters that are poured down a steep place. 
For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the 
transgression of Jacob? Is it not Samaria? And what are the high places of Judah? Are they not 
Jerusalem? Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and 
I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof. And 
all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with 
the fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and 
they shall return to the hire of an harlot. 
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Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews. 
(2: 11-18)  Brethren: Both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which 
cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in 
the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, 
Behold I and the children which God hath given me. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; 
but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, 
he is able to succour them that are tempted. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to John the Theologian. 
(1: 14-18)  The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, 
This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before 
me. And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, 
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
 

Day 20 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Micah. 
(5: 2-4)  Thus saith the LORD, Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. Therefore will he give them up, until the time 
that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the 
children of Israel. And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 
name of the LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the 
earth. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews. 
(8: 7-13)  Brethren: If the first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought 
for the second. For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the 
Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, 
and they shall be to me a people: and they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. For I will 
be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 
In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth 
old is ready to vanish away. 
 
 
 



 52 

Reading from the holy gospel according to John the Theologian. 
(1: 19-28)  This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, Who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. And they 
asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he 
answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that 
sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Isaiah. And they which were sent were of the 
Pharisees. And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there 
standeth one among you, whom ye know not; he it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, 
whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. These things were done in Bethabara beyond 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

Day 21 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Habakkuk. 
(3: 3-9)  God shall come out of Thæman, the Holy One out of a mountain overshadowed and 
densely wooded. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. And his 
brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his 
power. Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet. He stood, and 
measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were 
scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting. I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: 
and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? Was 
thine anger against the rivers? Was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses 
and thy chariots of salvation? Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, 
even thy word. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews. 
(10: 1-10)  Brethren: The law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? Because that the worshippers 
once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a 
remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of 
goats should take away sins. Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and 
offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for 
sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of 
me,) to do thy will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and 
offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the 
second. By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to John the Theologian. 
(1: 29-34)  In those days day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is 
preferred before me: for he was before me. And I knew him not: but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. And John bare record, saying, I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he 
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that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Spirit. And I saw, 
and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

 
Day 22 

 
Reading from the prophecy of Habakkuk. 

(3: 10-15) The mountains saw thee, O God, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed 
by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high. The sun and moon stood still in their 
habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear. Thou 
didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. Thou wentest 
forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the 
head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Thou didst strike 
through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their 
rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly. Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, 
through the heap of great waters. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle James. 
(1: 9-12)  Brethren: Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: but the rich, in that he 
is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen 
with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the 
fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him. 
 

Reading from the holy gospel according to John the Theologian. 
(3: 17-21)  The Lord said, God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh 
to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 
 

Day 23 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Zachariah. 
(2: 10-13) Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, 
saith the LORD. And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: 
and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto 
thee. And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem 
again. Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle James. 
(2: 14-20)  Brethren: What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of 
you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not 
those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is 
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dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou 
doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without 
works is dead? 

 
Reading from the holy gospel according to John the Theologian. 

(3: 25-36)  In those days there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about 
purifying. And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, 
to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. John answered 
and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me 
witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. He that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly 
because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must 
decrease. He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of 
the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. And what he hath seen and heard, that he 
testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony. He that hath received his testimony hath set to his 
seal that God is true. For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not 
the Spirit by measure unto him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him. 
 

Day 24 
 

Reading from the prophecy of Malachi. 
(3: 1-6) Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. But who may abide 
the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner's fire, and 
like fullers' soap: and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 
righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the 
days of old, and as in former years. And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift 
witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those 
that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger 
from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 
 

Reading from the epistle of the holy Apostle James. 
(5: 1-6)  Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the 
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped 
treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are 
entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been 
wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the 
just; and he doth not resist you.  
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Reading from the holy gospel according to John the Theologian. 
(6: 27-40)  The Lord said, Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the 
Father sealed. Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 
Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent. They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? 
What dost thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat. Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not 
that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of 
God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. Then said they unto 
him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. But I said unto you, 
That ye also have seen me, and believe not. All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is 
the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.  
 

 
 


