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When recruiting parish council members, 

we hear the most curious things: “I did that 

once and never again, not in this lifetime”; 

“parish council is bad for my spiritual life”; 

“I’m afraid of hitting somebody”; “not for 

me, I know what that is like”; “ask me to 

do anything else, I’d rather clean toilets!” 

Some people even refer to parish councils 

when they discourage their children from 

becoming priests, or even from marrying 

men who would want to serve the Church. 

What’s up with parish councils?

I was elected to serve on a parish council when 
I was 18 years old. I am indebted to those who 
served on that and subsequent parish councils 
for teaching me so much. Because of this early 
positive experience, I have paid special attention 
to parish councils and parish council experiences 
my whole adult life. I served on parish council and 
worked with it while studying business, theology, 
psychology and sociology, and I have reflected on 
the parish council experience from each of these 
perspectives. With 42 years of parish council ex-
perience, I have great love and respect for the 
parish council system of our Archdiocese and for 
those who are willing to serve. I do understand, 
though, what those who are reluctant to serve are 
talking about.

Parish councils are supposed to be made up 
of dedicated Orthodox Christians willing to serve 
the Church and her people in leadership roles. 
This service should be in harmony with the pastor 
and other council members, as well as with the 



The birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
affects all stages of life: childhood, youth, and 
adulthood. His coming in the flesh into our world 
calls for a reflection on his relations with children.

Recently I had the opportunity to look in the 
eyes of a little child of our church community and 
I saw something I do not usually see in the eyes of 
adults: serenity and innocence. Children are very 
dear to our Lord Jesus Christ. Children present 
innocence and transparency. Jesus told the dis-
ciples to let the children come to Him, and to pre-
vent them not, for the Kingdom of God belongs to 
them. Children are gifts from God; they are inte-
grated into the life of the Church from the time of 
their baptism and chrismation. They are integral 
members of God’s family and, consequently, chil-
dren grow under the care of their parents in their 
households so that they naturally take their right-
ful place in God’s holy Church.

The birth of Jesus Christ as a little child shows 
us that God blesses all stages of human life. 
We should not take our children for granted. A 
basic ministry is helping them grow within the 
perimeters of the Church. Parents must make 
concerted efforts to bring the children into the 
fear of God, to prepare the future generations in 
the appreciation of spiritual and moral values, 
that they may grow naturally under the grace of 
the Spirit of God.

Little children are the future of the Church 
only if they grow with Christ as their exemplar in 
the present. Just as physical nourishment is pro-
vided for their growth, so children must be given 
spiritual nourishment so that they can grow in a 
healthy atmosphere, one in which they can taste 
the Kingdom. Following the recent Feast of the 
Nativity, our attention must focus on our ministry 
towards our children. This trust is placed on our 
shoulders, and with God’s help we must accom-
plish this task with patience, integrity, and tender 
loving care.

The integration of our children into our 
Church life is a sacred obligation. The Church 
school is  available and ready always to receive all 
our children. Church school teachers are eager to 
teach them. We need our parents’ cooperation. It 
is indeed a judgment on us if we do not live up to 
our sacred obligation and fail to bring our chil-
dren into the life of the Church.

May Christ our Savior, who blessed children 
and told his disciples not to prevent them from 
coming to Him, help us fulfill this calling, that 
we may prepare a responsible generation who 
will place Christ in the center of their lives. Bring 
your children to Church and give them the gift of 
belonging to their heavenly Father.

We ask this in the name of Christ, the divine 
Child.

Fr. Joseph Antypas is the pastor of
St. George Church in Troy, Michigan.
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leadership of the diocese and the Metropolitan. 
Christian leadership as described and modeled 
by Christ is always through service and love. Our 
Lord girded Himself and washed the feet of the 
disciples. People who serve are not paid for their 
service, and offer themselves generously, bring-
ing invaluable business, military, civil service 
and professional know-how. Like all Christian 
stewards, parish council members recognize that 
everything we have comes from God, and that it 
is right to offer ourselves back to God through 
service and gifts. So, what is it that could be prob-
lematic and why are so many unwilling to serve?

Tom Kirkpatrick, writing about meetings and 
committees for a church leadership magazine, 
points to a slew of possible dysfunctional be-

haviors on the part of committee members: ag-
gressiveness, anxiety, avoidance of depth, back-
stabbing, cultural insensitivity, defensiveness, 
disgruntlement or agitation, distrust, domination, 
fearfulness, inappropriate settings, judging, pas-
sivity, stubbornness, superficiality and unfulfilled 
expectations. Perhaps these could be obstacles to 
serving on a parish council or committee. It is my 
observation that Orthodox parish councils today 
see much less of these ways of behaving, and that 
parish council members themselves actively dis-
courage such behaviors. Council members gently 
reminding the group of the purpose and mission 
of the parish council is usually enough to get a 
meeting back on track, onto productive and God-
pleasing pathways.

Council members should be treated with re-
spect, and we should assume and acknowledge 
that all members desire and attempt to serve the 
Church, and want what is best for the Church. 
From a position of strength and respect, aggres-
sive and anxious people can better be persuaded 
to see other perspectives.

Parish councils seem to do best with a simple 
agenda allowing for free discussion. Focusing on 
issues, rather than on the persons who bring up 
the issues, helps build the trust and love neces-
sary for good stewardship. Teaching the faith 
also goes a long way to make a council produc-
tive. In our Pittsburgh Cathedral and other par-
ishes, meetings begin with short theological les-
sons that allow the council to stay focused and 
serve the Church better. Since the institution of 
that practice, parish council meetings have been 
shorter, allowing everyone to get home sooner. 
While there are similarities between church lead-
ership and all other kinds of leadership, there are 
also some differences. Our government is that of 
heaven; our army is God’s; we are in the business 

of revealing and serving the kingdom of God; our 
agenda is from our head or source, Jesus Christ.

Parish council service is a diaconal function 
which brings faithful stewards spiritual growth 
and rewards. One should not shy away from such 
an opportunity. If your parish council nomination 
committee sees in you a vocation to be a coun-
cil member who will meet a need of the Church, 
please don’t hesitate to respond positively. Find 
out if the parish council meetings have improved 
over time, and, if not, be part of the solution. 
Serving the Church is a blessing, and, as they say, 
the rewards are “out of this world.”

Bishop JOHN
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Christian leadership as described and modeled by Christ is 
always through service and love. Our Lord girded Himself 
and washed the feet of the disciples. 
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2014 Scholarship in Communications

Join the 59 previous winners of the Jack G. 
Shaheen Mass Communications Scholarship, 
now in its seventeenth year. Winners receive 
$1,000.

Eligibility: College students who are juniors, 
seniors or in graduate school in the 2014-2015 
academic year, majoring in journalism, radio, 
television, and/or film.

Submissions: Please submit the following 
items (hard copy applications only) to the ADC 
Research Institute.

•  A one-page statement explaining your goals 
and stating that you are a U.S. citizen, that 
you are of Arab heritage, and the reasons 
you merit the scholarship;

•  Two original, signed letters of recommenda-
tion from Mass Communications professors;

•  Copies of your articles, videos, films, and 
so forth (these items will not be returned to 
you);

•  Official academic transcripts (minimum 3.0 
GPA);

•  Your permanent home address, phone num-
ber, and e-mail address, and your phone 
number during the school year.

Submit all materials to
 Jack G. Shaheen Mass Communications 
Scholarship 
ADC Research Institute

Attention: Mr. Nabil Mohamad,  
ADC Vice President

1990 M Street NW, Suite 610 
Washington, DC 20036

Deadline: Tuesday, April 1, 2014.

Note: Incomplete or late applications will not 
be accepted. Any questions? Call 202-244-
2990 or e-mail organizing@ADC.org.

Awards will be announced and presented in 
June 2014, during ADC’s National Convention 
in Washington, D.C.

1. ROMANS 14:19-26; MATTHEW 6:1-13 (FAST)
2. ROMANS 13:11-14:4; MATTHEW 6:14-21 (FAST)
3. ISAIAH 1:1-20; GENESIS 1:1-13; PROVERBS 1:1-20 (FAST)
4.  ISAIAH 1:19-2:4; GENESIS 1:14-23; PROVERBS 1:20-33 

(FAST)
5.  ISAIAH 2:3-11; GENESIS 1:24-2:3; PROVERBS 2:1-22 

(FAST)
6. ISAIAH 2:2-11; GENESIS 2:4-19; PROVERBS 3:1-18 (FAST)
7.  ISAIAH 3:1-15; GENESIS 2:20-3:20; PROVERBS 3:19-34 

(FAST)
8. HEBREWS 1:1-12; MARK 2:23-3:5 (FAST)
9. HEBREWS 11:24-26, 32:12:2; JOHN 1:43-51 (FAST)
10.  ISAIAH 4:2-5:7; GENESIS 3:21-4:7; PROVERBS 3:34-4:22 

(FAST)
11. ISAIAH 5:7-16; GENESIS 4:8-15; PROVERBS 5:1-15 (FAST)
12.  ISAIAH 5:16-25; GENESIS 4:16-26; PROVERBS 5:15-6:3 

(FAST)
13. ISAIAH 6:1-12; GENESIS 5:1-24; PROVERBS 6:3-20 (FAST)
14.  ISAIAH 7:1-15; GENESIS 5:32-6:8; PROVERBS 6:20-7:1 

(FAST)
15. HEBREWS 3:12-16; MARK 1:35-44 (FAST)
16. HEBREWS 1:10-2:3; MARK 2:1-12 (FAST)
17.  ISAIAH 8:13-9:7; GENESIS 6:9-22; PROVERBS 8:1-21 

(FAST)
18.  ISAIAH 9:9-10:4; GENESIS 7:1-5; PROVERBS 8:32-9:11 

(FAST)
19.  ISAIAH 10:12-20; GENESIS 7:6-9; PROVERBS 9:12-18 

(FAST)
20.  ISAIAH 11:10-12:2; GENESIS 7:11-8:3; PROVERBS 10:1-22 

(FAST)
21.  ISAIAH 13:2-13; GENESIS 8:4-22; PROVERBS 10:31-11:12 

(FAST)
22. HEBREWS 10:32-38; MARK 2:14-17 (FAST)
23.  HEBREWS 4:14-5:6; MARK 8:34-9:1 (FAST)
24.  ISAIAH 14:24-32; GENESIS 8:21-9:7; PROVERBS 11:19-

12:6 (FAST)
25. HEBREWS 2:11-18; LUKE 1:24-38 
 FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION (FAST) 
26. ISAIAH 26:21-27:9; GENESIS 9:18-10:1; 
 PROVERBS 12:23-13:9 (FAST)
27. ISAIAH 28:14-22; GENESIS 10:32-11:9; 
 PROVERBS 13:19-14:6 (FAST)
28. ISAIAH 29:13-23; GENESIS 12:1-7; 
 PROVERBS 14:15-26 (FAST)
29. HEBREWS 6:9-12; MARK 7:31-37 (FAST)
30. HEBREWS 6:13-20; MARK 9:17-31 (FAST)
31. ISAIAH 37:33-38:6; GENESIS 13:12-18; 
 PROVERBS 14:27-15:4 (FAST)

JACK SHAHEEN  
2014 SCHOLARSHIP

DAILY DEVOTIONS
MARCH 2014

V. Rev. Fr. George Alberts
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General Notes
•  Parish council service is a kind of diaconia or 

service in the Church and must be carried out 
in good Christian order, humility and love.

•  All Christians share in Christ’s royal priesthood, 
with its responsibilities.

•  The bishop’s role is to rightly divide the word 
of truth. The “dividing” is to separate what is in 
and what is outside the truth that the Church 
upholds.

•  The bishop visibly connects us to the Church 
Christ established throughout time and the 
world.

•  Presbyters represent the bishop when he is not 
present.

 •  Together, the bishop, presbyters, deacons and 
people express the Kingdom of Heaven.

•  Christians are stewards of Christ. All we have 
comes from God.

•  Parish councils, Sunday school teachers, ush-
ers, are all forms of diaconal service.

•  The business of the Church is to bring people to 
Christ and Christ to the world.

•  Parish council members should be dedicated 
Orthodox Christians who are seeking union 
with God and willing to seek His direction for 
our lives as persons and parishes.

•  Parishes elect council members to administer 
with the pastor the properties and affairs of the 
parish.

•  Clergy are the members of the parish who lead 
in love by example and are from within our Or-
thodox Christian community, not from outside. 

•  Clergy are representatives of the Metropolitan 
and are responsible to him in all matters involv-
ing canon law, spiritual function, priestly rights 
and duties. The pastor and any other clergy 
shall be under the direct supervision of the Met-
ropolitan and not subject to any rules or regula-
tions of the parish.

•  The parish council offers counsel to the pastor 
and together they administer the daily needs of 
the community. 

•  Council members are elected to minister to the 
needs of the Church, not to represent constitu-

ents. At the council meeting, everyone shares 
their understanding and concerns. Through an 
interaction of concepts and ideas, creative solu-
tions are discovered to meet the needs of the 
parish.

•  According to the model constitution, the parish 
council shall be the representative of the parish 
in the administration of its properties and af-
fairs. It shall be responsible for the receipt and 
disbursements of all general and special funds. 

•  Christians subject themselves to one another 
in love and humility to better understand God’s 
will.

•  Clergy and parish councils are on the same 
side: both want to build up the Church which is 
the Body of Christ.

•  Excluding people from the church does not en-
courage people to participate in the Church. 

•  Like the clergy, council members lead by  example. 

•  The iconographic expression of the Church is 
to be without a door. It is a visual to express 
that the Church is open to all people.

•  When you give $50 to the Church, it belongs 
then to God. It is not yours any more. You need 
to let it go and allow it to work for the benefit 
of Christ and His Church without controlling it.

•  The Church is bigger than just our four walls. It 
is for the whole world.
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New England Parish  
Council Seminar

Bishop JOHN met with clergy and parish council 

members of ten of the eleven parishes of the Dio-

cese of Worcester and New England on January 11, 

2013, at St. George Church in Lowell. After a beau-

tiful liturgy led by the Bishop, surrounded by all of 

the presbyters and deacons, Bishop JOHN offered 

some remarks about the role and mission of the par-

ish council. This was followed by a workshop led by Fr. 

Timothy Ferguson about Orthodox Christian leader-

ship, oriented to who we are as persons and Chris-

tians. The group then brainstormed a list of items 

for parish council etiquette, in order to have better 

and more productive parish council meetings. Af-

ter a short break for lunch, our workshop continued 

with an open discussion with the Bishop concerning 

the challenges facing our councils today as we min-

ister to a “post-Christian world.” The group asked 

for more regular gatherings of the councils of the 

Diocese and future workshops about stewardship, 

outreach, evangelism and parishioner commitment. 

Following are some highlights and notes of the day.

New England  Parish 
Council members 
work in groups.



•  What have I done so far in my life?

•  What’s right with my life? What’s wrong with it?

•  What do I really want out of life, to do and be-
come?

•  What themes do I think about regularly?

•  What do I care about?

•  What’s holding me back?

•  What kind of things am I best at?

•  What do I know the most about?

•  What am I enthusiastic about?

•  What do I enjoy doing?

•  What am I doing right now? Which of these 
things do I want to do? Which do I have to do?

•  What circumstances today caused me to be en-
thusiastic, energetic, and full of spirit?

Our Christian identity starts when we are born. 
Look at the prayer for the churching of a mother 
and child: “Increase him and sanctify her, enlight-
en him, give virtue to him, for You have brought 
him into being, and shown her the light.…” From 
the very beginning, we have a vocation, a purpose 
and direction. Look at the prayers of the baptism 
service or the marriage service as well.

Without knowing ourselves, we cannot know 
our neighbor and we cannot know God.

Basics of Leadership
Let’s begin with a generic description of good 
leadership. Robert Greenleaf (Servant Leader-
ship) presents the following characteristics that 
distinguish a leader, a useful inventory of basic 
leadership traits and capabilities.

Basic Leadership Traits
 1.  A leader initiates

 2.  A leader provides ideas and structures

 3. A leader takes the risk of failure

 4. A leader elicits trust

 5.  A leader is a good listener and responds to 
problems by listening

 6.  A leader always accepts and empathizes, never 
rejects

 7.  A leader is genuinely interested in the followers

 8.  A leader has a sense for the unknowable and 
foresees the unforeseen

 9.  A leader is a good communicator

10. A leader is naturally intuitive

We don’t need to come up with an end goal; 
that has been provided for us: it is the King-
dom of Heaven.

Topics of Interest for Future Workshops
• Stewardship

•  Council member recruitment (What does our 
parish need? Identify the needs and then iden-
tify those who meet those needs.)

•  Ministry to young adults

•  Ministry to non-Orthodox

•  Missions and evangelism

•  Interfaith marriage

•  Budget and cash flow

• Why do we believe what we do?
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•  God gives every diocese all the charisms or gifts 
that the Church needs. The Bishop coordinates 
these gifts to build up the Church.

•  The bishop is the chief pastor of every parish of 
the diocese. The diocese and parish are some-
times interchangeable. They are united. 

•  The people offer the gifts to the Lord: “That we 
may offer this holy oblation in peace – A mercy 
of peace, a sacrifice of praise.”

•  There is often a power dynamic between the 
clergy and council that is negative but shouldn’t 
be. The priest can kill anything the parish coun-
cil wants to do, and the parish council can 
kill anything that the priest wants to do. The 
Church, however, isn’t about death, it’s about 
life and building up the body of Christ. We need 
to work together. 

•  By struggling with differing opinions and con-
flict we can discern God’s truth. 

•  The bishop is still a priest. A priest is still a dea-
con. A deacon is still a Christian. A Christian is 
always a child of God.

Become what you are, find Him who is  already 
yours, listen to Him who never ceases speak-
ing to you, and own Him who already owns 
you” (St. Gregory of Sinai).

Characteristics of Christian Leadership
1. Personhood (Who am I?)

2.  Stewardship (What gifts do I have to give? / 
How responsible am I?)

3. Service (How well do I care for others?)

Rules for Parish Councils
•  Be honest and transparent

•  Speak respectfully and with love

•  Love and care about all of the other council 
members

•  Listen and understand before disagreeing

•  Understand that everyone wants what is best 
for the Church and that you don’t have a mo-
nopoly on correctness

•  Be good examples to the parish

•  Attend worship regularly and be a sacramental 
member

•  Express the generosity of God

•  Lead in stewardship and be willing to work at 
parish events

Books about leadership
•  Oriented Leadership: Why Every Christian 

Needs It, by Benjamin Williams and Michael 
McKibben

•  Planning for Success, by Richard S. Webster

•  Living on Purpose, by P. Paulson

Identity Questions
•  What sort of person am I?

•  Why do people want me in their lives?

•  What quality do others consider to be my 
strong est asset?

•  What do people always say about me?

•  What quality is it that shows up spontaneously 
and naturally?
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Mike Dowd and Peter 
Khalil of Worcester

Bishop JOHN 
 addresses group

Fr. Timothy speaks 
about leadership

Council members 
in attendance



do it; having a plan to do it; sacrifi cing and count-
ing the cost to do it; and being accountable for do-
ing it. For example, using the daily hours to bring 
your mind back to focus on Christ is easy and al-
ready in place. One begins the new day at the fi rst 
hour (6 a.m., or whenever you begin your day), 
using the theme of that hour to focus one’s fi rst 
thoughts – “Christ is the light of the world – am 
I?” At the third hour (9 a.m., or mid-morning), the 
theme is the descent of the Holy Spirit. One can 
ask the Holy Spirit to come, praying “O Heavenly 
King.” For the sixth hour or noon, the theme is 
Christ on the Cross – “Christ dying for the world.” 
One can ask oneself if one is dying, or ready to die, 
for and to the world. At the ninth hour (3 p.m., or 
mid-afternoon), the theme is death on the Cross: 
one can ask oneself if one is ready to meet Christ.

Mother Macrina also pointed out how the 
feasts and cycles of the Church can also be used 
as tools for living in the moment and for focusing 
on Christ where you are. She highly recommended 
following the calendar of the Church, as it is our 
best educational tool.

She asked us to take stock of our lives, answer-
ing the questions, What occupies our time? and 
What would people say about our life? Spiritual-
ity should be the fabric of our life. Prayer is more 
powerful than words to affect change in ourselves 
and others. It is certainly not “news,” but she re-
minded us to think of everyone else as more im-
portant than ourselves and to be totally dependent 
on God, as children are on their parents. She 
closed the fi rst session by pointing out that today 
we can touch eternity.

The second session focused on living a prayer-
ful life. Prayer was defi ned as standing with your 
mind and your heart before God unceasingly. She 
noted that this is a driving force behind every-
thing; it is oxygen to the soul. As in the plan to 
live in the present, there has to be a desire to pray, 
a plan (or rule) to pray, a sacrifi cial cost to pray, 
and accountability in order to pray. Thanksgiving, 
supplication, repentance, and praise were detailed 
as different forms of prayer and how it is impor-
tant to engage in them all. She emphasized that we 
should not let our possessions own us, and told us 
to look at the opposite of the sin or vice we need 
to work on. So, for example, the opposite of greed 

is charity. She noted that the greatest 
privilege in the world is to commune 
with God. Mother  Macrina encour-
aged everyone to develop a relationship 
with their guardian angel, as well as with 
as many saints as possible, to help them 
through this life. And fi nally, she  encouraged us to 
pray for the impossible.

The next session focused on the daily, weekly, 
and yearly Church cycles, as well as cycles in and 
outside the Church. Feasts reveal eternal realities 
and the past becomes the present as we worship. 
We have the opportunity to grow by practice and 
repetition – until doing the right thing in the right 
way becomes second nature to us.

The last session was dedicated to the Theoto-
kos: her example, her feasts, our relationship with 
her. Mother Macrina reminded the group, which 
contained many mothers, that Jesus will listen 
to His mother. Finally, she reminded us that we 
have Christ formed in us as He was formed in the 
 Theotokos. He was the centre of her life and must 
be at the centre of ours.

As in previous years, the women left for their 
homes rejoicing with renewed faith, having  some 
tools to grow in their faith and to serve God better. 
I highly recommend this retreat if you are able to 
make it. If you are very far away, but think that it is 
a great idea and would like to do something simi-
lar in your area, you can contact one of the “three 
blind mice” at ghadaz@telus.net. They would be 
glad to walk you through the process and give you 
ideas and support. Thanks be to God for all things.

Dianne Julianna Storheim-HillThe guest speaker this year was Mother Mac-
rina, a nun of the Dormition of the Mother of God 
Monastery located in Rives Junction, Michigan. 
In the world, Mother Macrina taught school for 5 
years and was a real estate agent for 18 years. In 
the Church she has served as a youth director, a 
member of the board of trustees for her parish in 
Minneapolis, a member of the Philoptochos (wom-
en’s group), a choir member, and as a team mem-
ber on a mission to Kenya (1988). Very involved 
in the Church throughout her life, she joined the 
monastery in 1996 and has not looked back. 

Mother Macrina shared some of her journey in 
an account of the faith and the history of the found-
ing of the Dormition Monastery that she eventual-
ly joined. Like the women’s retreat, the monastery 

is the fruit of a vision and the blind faith of three 
women – in this case nuns who, with the blessing 
of their Abbess and Bishop, set out to plant a new 
monastery in North America. God seems to bless 
three-blind-mice adventures! Their story can be 
found on their website at: www.dormitionmonas-
tery.org. Just the story of the monastery was very 
inspiring – let alone the actual talks she gave.

In every session, Mother Macrina asked us to 
take one point away and use it to grow. One could 
certainly take a great deal more from each talk, 
but one thing is do-able by everyone.

The fi rst day Mother Macrina talked about liv-
ing in the present. Living in the present is warfare, 
and hard, but not impossible. She gave us practical 
ways to do that, starting with having the desire to 
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Retreat leadership

Mother Macrina Addresses 
Women’s Retreat
For 13 years women have been gathering from near and far at the Entheos Retreat Centre, near 
Calgary, Alberta, to grow spiritually. A small group of women, who initially called themselves “three 
blind mice” because they began with a vision and blind faith, started the retreat, which has grown 
to the retreat centre’s capacity. On September 27, 2013, 75 women from across three provinces 
gathered to hear Mother Macrina speak on the topic, “Connected with Christ in All Our Moments.” 
They came from as far away as Victoria, British Columbia, to the west, Saskatchewan to the east, 
and Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, to the north. Fourteen of these women were fi rst-timers, several 
were veterans of many years, and one was a veteran of all 13 years.

Like the women’s 
retreat, the 
monastery is the 
fruit of a vision 
and the blind 
faith of three 
women – in this 
case nuns who, 
with the blessing 
of their Abbess 
and Bishop, set 
out to plant a 
new monastery in 
North America. 
God seems to 
bless three-blind-
mice adventures!

aged everyone to develop a relationship 
with their guardian angel, as well as with 
as many saints as possible, to help them 

The stickers 

are coming!!



Our tradition says that later the patriarch 
 summoned those children to him, and that he 
also met with their parents. And when he spoke 
to  parents of the young boy who played patri-
arch, he foretold that in the future their son would 
become great. 

That young man grew into the role of patriarch 
that he played as a child, and fulfilled the promise 
he displayed in his youth. St. Athanasios is one of 
the most influential figures of the Orthodox faith. 
He was called by St. Basil the great canon of Or-
thodoxy. He is the theologian of the First Ecu-
menical Council, and is regarded in our Church as 

the first ecumenical teacher of the Church, called 
so because what he taught affected not just the 
local church but the universal Church. 

Many of us know a good deal about St. Athana-
sius. We know that he fought valiantly against Ari-
anism, that he fought to have everyone recognize 
the revealed fact that Christ was fully divine and 
fully human. Most of us know the famous line at-
tributed to St. Athanasius, in which he said, “God 
became man so that man could become like God.” 
We also know that his work led to the formula-
tion of the Creed and that he was influential in 
establishing the canonical list of books that form 
the Bible we read today. All this is the work of St. 

Athanasios. He has few peers in contributions to 
the Christian faith.

Yet there is so much more to him. Indeed, 
St. Athanasios, who lived over seventeen cen-
turies ago, is very relevant to us today. One of 
the great convictions of St. Athanasios – a con-
viction shared by the fathers who followed him 
– is a  belief in humility of thought. He believed 
that man’s reasoning and intellectual abilities are 
far too limited to capture, comprehend, and ar-
ticulate the mysteries of life and the mystery of 
God. In his letters against Arius, as he defended 
the faith, St. Athanasius warned against using 

our intellectual abilities in an unrestrained man-
ner; he reminded the heretics over and over that 
our minds are not capable of delving into certain 
areas of thought. St. Athanasios would often say 
that there is a big gap between God and man, and 
that the minute we know everything about God, 
he ceases to be God. 

The holy saint accused Arius and his followers 
of having a “false mind” – a mind full of pride, 
a mind that thinks that it can figure everything 
out and unlock every type of mystery. He stated 
that Arius and his followers lacked true, genuine 
faith – that they needed to understand in order to 
believe, and what they did not understand, they 
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St. Athanasios and His  
Relevance Today

Orthodox tradition tells us that one day in the year 313 A.D., the blessed Patriarch of Alexandria, 
Alexander, was walking by the sea when he saw something wonderful. A group of young children 
gathered by the sea were reenacting an Orthodox Christian baptism. They were playing Church, and 
the beloved Patriarch was impressed with the fidelity with which they were conducting the baptism. 
As he watched, he noticed that each child was appointed a position. Some lads took the part of the 
unbaptized, others church readers, others as deacons, and one as patriarch.

                                     “God became man so that man could become like God.”



less person with no proper education can become 
holy. The example of St. Athanasios shows us, 
beloved, that the difference between the heretic 
and the saint is that when the saint cannot figure 
something out, he does not panic – he is at peace 
with not knowing. He simply remembers his hum-
ble state and trusts in God. He lacks the impulse 
of the heretic to grasp the ungraspable, to try to 
define the indefinable.

The Christian today, having been educated un-
der humanism and living in a society dominated 
by secularism, has to wage a constant battle when 
it comes to accepting things he cannot compre-
hend. The impulse to figure things out with our 
mind, to come to the bottom of things, oftentimes 
fruitful in other things, inclines people to meet 
mystery with skepticism and suspicion, while the 
Orthodox Church tells us to embrace mystery 
with honor. If we are honest with ourselves, we 
will admit that Athanasian and Arian assumptions 

about mystery are still at war in each of us.
So the question is, How do we avoid the trap 

Arius fell into? How do we avoid operating with 
what St. Athanasios calls a “false mind?” How do 
I – if I have children who are in the public school 
system and are being taught to think rationally 
to a fault – mold these children to think like the 
saints of our Church, and not like the intellectu-
ally proud? The answer is found in the life of this 
wonderful saint. When St. Athanasios was still 
young, he befriended St. Anthony the Great and 
benefited greatly by his association with him. St. 
Anthony left an indelible impact on the life of St. 
Athanasios, particularly in teaching him the ways 
of the spiritual life. These two wonderful saints 
are inseparable, which is why the Church pres-
ents their feast days in successive days. The hu-
mility of being and thinking of St. Athanasios took 
shape only after years of fasting, almsgiving and 
prayer. We know that St. Athansios took the de-

mands of life in the Church seriously, because the 
Alexandrians who named him Bishop called him 
“Athanasios the Ascetic.” 

This, beloved, is the challenge for all of us. It 
is through asceticism that we become receptive 
to God’s grace and draw closer to God. We need 
continually to challenge ourselves and empty 
ourselves. Prayer, fasting and almsgiving – these 
things train the mind, guard us against the error 
of Arius, and form us after the man whose life we 
celebrate. 

May the wonderful example of St. Athanasios 
inspire us to embrace and honor the notion of 
mystery with the humility it demands, and may 
our compassionate and merciful God one day find 
a worthy Orthodox bishop to one day experience 
that special joy that the Patriarch of Alexandria 
experienced long ago – the joy of coming across a 
young child as promising and blessed as the Saint 
we so honor today. 

Fr. Athanasios Papagiannis, a priest at 
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church

Chicago, Illinois

Fr. Papagiannis is a former teacher and 
a licensed social worker. He and his presby-
tera, Katerina, live in Wood Dale, a suburb of 
 Chicago.

did not believe. This for him was not faith. For St. 
Athanasius knowledge was not reduced to under-
standing. 

This is the danger of modern day rationalism, 
beloved. The tragic flaw of Arius was that he ap-
proached life with a mind not harnessed with the 
humility of his adversary; his was a mind that 
was uncomfortable with the unknown, a mind 
that, in that uncomfortable state, often generated 
speculation, which eventually turned into heresy. 
Proud thought leads to speculation, which leads 
to heresy. All these are elements of the false mind 
St. Athanasios speaks about. Arius was uncom-
fortable with the notion of mystery; he needed 
to know. Athanasius, in contrast, embraced the 
notion of mystery. Mystery had to be approached 
with humility; for him, a mystery was not neces-
sarily false. It was merely a truth that could not be 
fully grasped by man.

There is a great temptation, when we study 
history, to think that the things we read about are 
only things of the past. This is so very wrong. The 
sad part about Arianism is that it is not a thing of 
the past: elements of it are very much alive today, 
for there are many people today who call them-
selves Christians and function with a false mind. 
People are uncomfortable today with the notion of 
mystery. Mystery is assumed to be something un-
true. In many respects, we have become a people 
who have acquired “the false mind” St. Athanasios 
talks about, a mind that is not controlled or har-
nessed, a mind that oftentimes wreaks havoc in 
our personal lives. How much of mental illness 
today stems from this lack of control of the mind, 
from failing to stop the mind from entertaining 
certain thoughts, or going down certain roads? 

The rationalism exemplified by Arius affects 
almost everybody today. Even in our beloved 
Church there is a false notion among some of our 

members that the high point of the divine liturgy 
is the priest’s sermon and not the Holy Eucharist, 
the Holy Mystery. This is an indication that we 
do not approach mystery with the honor that it 
demands. And because we do not approach mys-
tery in this fashion, we do not approach God with 
the proper reverence either, since He Himself is a 
great mystery. Mystery and God go hand-in-hand.

Yet it is on account of St. Athanasios, and the 
saints who followed, that the Orthodox Church 
thinks highly of the notion of mystery. One can 
even go so far as to say that the Orthodox Church 
is married to mystery. Western civilization, 
on the other hand, is married to rationalism – it 
meets mystery not with faith, nor humility, but 
with skepticism. Our society teaches people that 
they need to understand first so that they can then 
believe. In this way people acquire a mind like 
Arius, and they never come to the knowledge of 
the truth. We live in a time in which the mind and 

the intellectual powers have taken center stage. 
As children of the Enlightenment, we are trained 
to think like Arius, in that this drive to know is 
encouraged. We have to know, we have to ex-
plain. Our children graduate from college and 
they get  degrees, but they often end up thinking 
about God as did Arius. We, in our ignorance, cel-
ebrate their accomplishment! They acquire the 
false mind St. Athanasios speaks against, and we 
congratulate them! 

In contrast to so many of our “educated” chil-
dren, St. Athanasios met mystery with humility 
and honor and reverence. The mystery can only 
be appropriately approached in this way. Real 
faith does not need complete understanding, be-
loved. It does not need to have everything figured 
out. The witness of the saints constantly reminds 
us that we do not need to know the inner work-
ings of the Holy Trinity, or the essence of God to 
become holy, to become sanctified. Even a home-
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Arius

Even in our beloved Church there is a false notion among    some of our members that the high point of the divine 
liturgy is the priest’s sermon and not the Holy Eucharist,     the Holy Mystery



Reverend Fathers, honorable judges, brothers 
and sisters in Christ, in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, One God, 
Amen.

This passage is an excerpt from the Book of 
Matthew, Chapter 25, where we are given a small 
glimpse into the future which has no date. This 
reading disturbs me and makes me wonder about 
my own salvation. His words bring fear into my 
heart, which is fitting for such a topic: essentially, 
the end of the world. The Lord, in His mercy, has 
granted us to know of the final judgment in or-
der that we should prepare ourselves accordingly. 
This particular passage is perhaps the most well-
known of the numerous biblical references to the 
end of the age. Several points are raised here, 
and must each be addressed carefully. As I speak 
to you today, I acknowledge that I’m preaching 
twice as much to myself than to any of you, and 
that my accountability before God is therefore 
greatly increased.

The predominant emotion elicited by this pas-
sage is fear. This fear is not the same as terror, 
that is, the terror of one’s own death, which is 
inevitable. It is a fear that is most necessary, and 
profitable for our own salvation. It is the fear of 
God and His Judgment after death. Fear is, in fact, 
very useful to us as a motivation to do good works 
and to follow the will of God in complete submis-
sion. We are told by our spiritual elders that we 
must obey God out of love, and that love should 
be a more compelling factor than fear. This does 
not mean, however, that we should not fear God. 
Fear is necessary; we need to maintain a reveren-
tial fear of God in our lives, to motivate, direct, 
and discipline us. In the Philokalia, it is said that 
there are two levels of the fear of God: the first is 
the hatred of all that which is sinful, destructive, 
and evil; the second level of fear of God, is the 
love of all that which is good, holy, and perfect. 
It is for this reason that I agree with our forefa-
thers, who found the fear of God and humility to 

be the greatest, indeed, the mother of all virtues. 
Truly, all spiritual striving is to attain the perfect 
love of Christ, the love which is transforming, 
powerful yet humble, and which casts out fear. “I 
no longer fear God but love Him, for perfect love 
casts out fear.” This is the only acceptable form 
of fear to the Lord, and encourages us to keep a 
vigilant watch for the thief in the night, which is 
the devil himself. It enkindles the desire for puri-
fication and for the wearing down of the stubborn 
passions, that he may be made worthy to see God 
in His glory.

The second effect of this reading is to confirm 
our faith in that which is unseen. We are told many 
times throughout the Bible that, if we believe and 
repent, we will be saved from condemnation. We 
must have faith in the redemptive power of the 
Most High. It is imperative that we do not fall into 
despair on account of our sinfulness, but take ad-
vantage of the grace offered to us, and continu-
ally rise above our passions through patience, 
discipline, and humility. Christ is our hope; there-
fore, Satan represents all that is against hope: 
namely, despair and defeat. If we give up hope 
in the mercy of Christ, we put ourselves into the 
hands of the devil. Let us wage war against these 
spiritual hosts of darkness with determination. 
We must never doubt that we “can do all things 
through Christ Who strengthens [us].”

Despite the foreboding tone of the Scripture, 
the message of this passage is love: love of God 
through love of man. Faith produces fear, but faith 
without works is dead. We are called to manifest 
the love of God to others, to be a light to those in 
darkness. Let us not adopt a generalized “love,” 
but a deep, personal love with each person, striv-
ing to connect with the souls of our brethren. “In-
deed, what is love if not that mysterious power 
which transcends physical appearance, social 
rank, ethnic origin, or intelligence, and reaches 
the soul, the unique ‘root’ of a human being, truly 
the part of God in Him? [ … ] Thus, on whether or 
not we have accepted this responsibility, wheth-
er we have loved or refused to love, we shall be 
judged.” These are the words of our holy father 
Alexander Schmemann. Let us take as an example 
the Virgin Mother of Christ, the Theotokos. The 

joyful mystery of Mary’s motherhood is not op-
posed to the mystery of her virginity – virginity 
is the fullness and wholeness of love itself; her 
self-giving to God becomes the very quality of her 
love. The goal and complete fulfillment of genuine 
love is virginity. By her acceptance and response 

to God’s will, by giving herself totally to the life 
of the Other, it is revealed to us that the end and 
fulfillment of all life, of all love is to accept Christ 
and to give Him life in ourselves.

Let us toil therefore for the sake of our own 
salvation, for the sake of our brother and sister in 
Christ, and for the sake of the everlasting Truth, 
that we may be counted as sheep in the flock of 
Christ, and may hear His glorious voice, saying 
to us,

‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world: for I was hungry and you 
gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me 
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I 
was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and 
you visited Me; I was in prison and you came 
to Me.’

Milad Hamwi, Ottawa

ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

The Righteous Judge

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, 

and all the holy angels with Him, then He 

will sit on the throne of His Glory. All the 

nations will be gathered before Him, and 

He will separate them one from another, 

as a shepherd divides his sheep from the 

goats. Then He will also say to those on 

the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed 

into the everlasting fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels: for I was hungry and 

you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you 

gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you 

did not take Me in, naked and you did not 

clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did 

not visit Me.’ ”
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From the Director’s Desk

Beloved in Christ
Let me begin by wishing all of 
you a blessed New Year. Soon 
there will be changes in the 
format of the Department’s 

website. While we wait for these changes, many 
of you are already enjoying the work of Kristina 
Wenger on the AODCE’s Pinterest page, and the 
Orthodox Christian Parenting Facebook page.

Orthodox Christian Parenting

 Kristina will be posting articles on the Parent-
ing pages of the website. Kristina and her hus-
band Timm Wenger live in Lancaster, Pennsylva-
nia, with their children Katia and Thaniel. They 
are members of St. John Chrysostom Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, York, Pennsylvania, where 
Kristina and Katia sings in the choir, Timm teach-
es Sunday Church School, and Thaniel serves in 
the altar. She and her family have produced “Let 
Us Attend,” the Antiochian Gospel Program on 
Ancient Faith Radio, for several years now.

Kristina has her M.Ed. in Elementary Educa-
tion. She has taught first grade, home-schooled 
her children, and worked together with Timm 
to found the educational organization Kids and 
Cultures, which introduces children to world 
cultures. She works part time as a professional 
story-teller and curriculum-creator for Kids and 
Cultures. Kristina volunteers at the local public 
library as well as in two public schools in Lan-
caster City. She has written a VCS (Virtual Com-

munity School) curriculum for the AODCE, and 
twice has presented at the Orthodox Institute.

In her free time, Kristina enjoys being with her 
family. She also likes to spend time reading, craft-
ing, and hiking. She is an avid photographer and 
creates handmade photo cards for www.Card-
sThroughMyLens.com with the pictures that she 
takes. She has homeschooled her children and 
she and her husband have done a wonderful job 
of Orthodox Christian parenting. She is pleased 
to take on the Orthodox parenting pages.

Great Lent, Catacombs, and Repentance

In the December 2013 issue of The WORD, 
I reported on the recent Orthodox Institute: 
“Blessed is the Kingdom: Acts 2:42 and Today.” 
The idea behind the theme was to compare the 
vibrancy of the early Church with the Church 
here and now. As part of my research into the 
early Church I came across artwork from the cat-
acombs of Rome. My contribution to the event 
was an eight-panel exhibit, “Images of the Cata-
combs,” which will travel to parishes that host re-
gional Institutes on the same topic. I also request-
ed an article on the catacombs from a friend. As 
Great Lent soon will be upon us – March 3 – I’ve 
included it here to help explain an element of Or-
thodox spirituality that brings us to repentance.

This year, Pascha and Easter are the same 
date, so Lent begins in both East and West around 
the same time. On a list of all the differences be-
tween life as an eastern and western Christian, 
Great Lent would have to be near or at the top. 
To illustrate: I live in Pennsylvania Dutch country, 
a land of rich and fattening meals. The first day 
of Lent is actually eagerly awaited here, because 
of the tradition of making faschtnachts. The tra-
dition began as a way to use up the last of the 
lard, sugar, fat and butter, by making rich, thick 
doughnuts which are eaten on the day before Ash 
Wednesday – which here is called, appropriately, 
“Faschtnacht Tuesday.” So far, this doesn’t sound 
too different than our own Cheesefare and Meat-
fare Sundays. However, today in Pennsylvania 
Dutch country, nothing much changes the next 
day; fasting is not a common practice unless, of 
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PFEIL, Fr. Fred, to the dignity of Archpriest by 
Bishop THOMAS on November 3, 2013, at St. 
Michael Church in Monessen, Pennsylvania.

BUSHELLI, Fr. Noah, to the dignity of Archpriest 
by Bishop THOMAS on November 25, 2013, at St. 
Philip Church in Souderton, Pennsylvania.

Ordinations

VAIR, Mark (Burke), to the holy diaconate by 
Bishop NICHOLAS on November 3, 2013, at St. 
Stephen Church, S. Plainfield, New Jersey. Dn. 
Mark is in his second year at St. Vladimir Semi-
nary. (This is a correction to an item in the De-
cember 2013 issue of The WORD.)

ROBINSON, James, to the holy diaconate by 
Archbishop JOSEPH on December 15, 2013, at 
St. Andrew Church in Arlington, Washington. He 
is assigned to that parish. 

GARDNER, Fr. Kelvin, to the holy diaconate by 
Bishop THOMAS on September 14 and to the 
holy priesthood on September 15, 2013. He is as-
signed to the Church of the Holy Cross in Linthi-
cum, Maryland.

ROEBER, Dn. Anthony, to the holy priesthood 
by Bishop THOMAS on February 9, 2013, at St. 
George Church in Altoona, Pennsylvania.

McNARY, Dn. Mark, to the holy priesthood by 
Bishop JOHN on December 15, 2013, at St. Basil 
Church, New Orleans, Louisiana. He is assigned 
to the pastorate of St. Peter Church in Fort Worth, 
Texas, effective January 1, 2014.

TELSCHOW, Dn. Mark, to the holy priesthood by 
Bishop BASIL on January 1st, 2014, at St. George 
Cathedral in Wichita, Kansas. He is assigned to 
the pastorate at Holy Cross Mission in Midland, 
Texas.

Reposed

BADEEN, Very Rev. John (86), former pastor 
of St. Antony Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma; St. 
Michael Church in Beaumont, Texas; St. George 
Church in Detroit, Michigan; and Archangel 

 Gabriel Church in Lafayette, Louisiana; reposed 
in retirement early Christmas morning, Decem-
ber 25, 2013. 

ELIAS, Very Rev. Anis (92), former pastor of St. 
Michael Church in Monessan, Pennsylvania, re-
posed on December 22, 2013, in retirement in 
Detroit, Michigan. 

EMMERT, Very Rev. Athanasios (78), reposed on 
October 23, 2013. Fr. Athanasios served parishes 
of the Antiochian Archdiocese in New York, Penn-
sylvania, West Virginia, Connecticut, Massachu-
setts and Canada. 

A donation for the Syrian Relief Fund was made 
by Issa Zoghbi of St. Nicholas, Montreal, in the 
amount of $1,060.00.

Many and sincere thanks to all who 
sent greetings to me and made contri-
butions to the Diocese of Wichita and 
Mid-America’s “Bishop Basil Missions 
Endowment Fund” on the occasion of 
my Name’s Day, the Feast of St. Ba-
sil the Great on January 1st. May God 
grant you and your families and parish-
es a peaceful, happy, healthy and soul-
profiting New Year.  +Bishop Basil

Archdiocesan Office

Kristina Wenger
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is to turn our gaze away from this fleeting life to 
our eternal life. Worldly cares easily obscure our 
ultimate destination. So often we forget our high 
calling, we who are created in the image and like-
ness of God so that we could one day “be partak-
ers of the Divine Nature” by grace (2 Peter 1:4). 
The icon of the Trinity makes the point in a lovely 
way: we will one day stand before God, in an at-
mosphere of divine grace.

Although foreign to our western culture, and 
even to ourselves, the remembrance of our death 
is a vital piece of our inheritance as Orthodox 
Christians. Curiously, while “googling” quotes 
about death from the Church Fathers, I came 
across this article, “How Thinking About Death 
Can Lead to a Good Life,” www.sciencedaily, April 
19, 2012. I submit it as evidence of my long-held 
contention that everyone wants to be Orthodox, 
they just don’t know it!

Teaching About Great Lent

Our archdiocesan website, www.antiochian.
org, has pages of Lenten resources, as do the 
other websites of the major jurisdictions, Ortho-
dox publishers, Ancient Faith Radio, and Ortho-
dox Christian Network. On Ancient Faith Radio I 
came across the November 5, 2013, segment of 
the podcast, Rain in the Desert, by Fr. Apostolos 
Hill, entitled “Sowing Bountifully.” Fr. Apostolos 
begins with a somewhat comical story, which puts 
a new slant on the familiar teaching of Jesus, “Lay 
up treasure for yourself in heaven where neither 
moth nor rust consumes” (Matthew 6:20). 

To paraphrase the story, a very wealthy man 
died and was being given a tour of the homes in 
heaven. On the one side was a lovely home with 
sweeping vistas. The angel noted that the home 
belonged to the man’s gardener. As they con-
tinued, a magnificent home with lovely gardens 
came into view. “That home,” explained the angel, 
“is waiting for your butler.” Then they came to 
a splendid mansion, which the wealthy man be-
lieved must be for him. No, the angel countered, 
“This one is for your chauffeur.” The man became 
quite excited, thinking that if his employees had 
received such splendid habitations, his must be 
truly amazing. Finally they came upon a lean-to 
made of plywood and leftover 2 by 4s, with a 
corrugated-tin roof. The man was given the keys 
to this home. “How is it that my employees have 

mansions, and I have only a lean-to with a corru-
gated-tin roof?” “Well,” the angel replied, “we did 
the best we could with the materials you gave us 
to work with.”

The story is a great illustration for Jesus’ say-
ing, “Lay up treasure for yourself in heaven . . . 

for wherever your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” This is one of my favorite teachings, 
and yet I gained a new insight into it: my atten-
tion always had been on the concluding phrase, 
which I knew meant that of all the priorities in my 
life, God was first. The first part of the teaching, 
however, is just as valuable.

The story reminds me of my childhood. It 
reminds me of my house which backed onto 
an alley, where the trash was collected. When I 
was young, my friends and I dragged discarded 
chairs, wood and other items into my backyard, 
planning one day to build our tree-house. When 
we were ready, our stash was waiting for us. The 
story of the wealthy man has great imagery and is 
appropriate for an older child. It can teach them 
the relationship between their decisions and ac-
tions now, especially the ones that involve sacri-
fice, and eternal life. Of course, it is a parable, so 
a discussion would need to be part of the lesson. 
It can also be easily made into a kinesthetic activ-

course, you are an Orthodox Christian. The fat 
doughnuts are a relic from centuries past when 
the West and the East were not so different, and 
Lent was clearly valued by all as a time of seri-
ous repentance in preparation for the “rebirth” 
of Pascha.

 Our Orthodox Inheritance
As Orthodox we value the opportunity for re-

pentance that Great Lent brings. We need to be 
reminded that every day we are to have the atti-
tude of repentance and humility. Great Lent asks 
us to stop, and assess where we are on the path 
of salvation, and determine our priorities. Some-

times life stops us in our tracks and forces us to 
face this question: when we lose a loved one, or 

receive a terminal diagnosis, or have a near-death 
experience. Suddenly, our faith matters. Either it 
is real, or it isn’t. Our priorities shift to the spiri-
tual – a positive move.

Orthodoxy recognizes the potential for good 
that comes from such experiences. If an experi-
ence or threat of death doesn’t “stop us in our 
tracks,” we can intentionally stop and think about 
death, at least during Great Lent. The monastics 
have given us the concept, “the remembrance of 
death,” for this purpose. 

  Orthodox monastics followed this prescrip-
tion for spiritual growth as a daily habit through 
the centuries. Abba Evagrius in “Reflections on 
the Eight Thoughts” explained that contrite con-
sideration of one’s sins, along with remembrance 
of death and the terrible judgment, keeps our pri-
orities in order. The recollection of death rous-
es us to repentance. In the seventh century, St. 
John Climacus, author of The Ladder of Divine 
Ascent, placed “remembrance of one’s death” as 
rung number 6 out of 30 on the path of spiri-
tual maturity. (The Fourth Sunday of Great Lent, 
March 30, 2014, is dedicated to St. John Clima-
cus). In addition to the Sunday dedicated to St. 
John Climacus, Orthodox Christians have several 
“All Souls” services that remind us of our own 
death by praying for our departed loved ones. Ev-
ery time we participate in the Mystery of Confes-
sion it is because we have recalled our mortality 
and sinfulness. We do not recall death for its own 
sake, or in despair – for Christ has conquered 
death. We recall death so that we detach from the 
world and its snares.

 
The Lenten Spring and Other Paradoxes

While the idea of facing God may be not 
be pleasant, on the other hand, it is a blessed 
thought – one of the many paradoxes found in 
Orthodox Christianity. The Lenten Spring, by Fr. 
Thomas Hopko (SVS Press), and Great Lent, by 
Fr. Alexander Schmemann (SVS Press), both ex-
plain how the time of repentance is in reality, joy-
ful. Fr . Schmemann says that Great Lent is a time 
of “bright sadness!” Our repentant attitude is not 
an end in itself, but rather is to produce “fruits of 
repentance”: acts of mercy and kindness. We con-
sider the thought of death, a seemingly negative 
event, to be a positive one, because its purpose 
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rist would be celebrated within those deep halls 
and memorial services were offered. As the end 
of the fourth century approached, however, and 
Christianity became recognized as an acceptable 
and “legal” religion, the catacombs saw less and 
less use, except for the occasional service that 
would be held to commemorate a martyr. A time 
also came when barbarians invaded the land, and 
ransacked many of the catacombs and pillaged 
whatever they could fi nd.

In response to this, and in order to protect and 
preserve what belonged to God and the Church, 
the relics of the martyrs and saints were removed 
from their rest in the catacombs and relocated 
to churches that had been established in the city. 
As the years and centuries continued to pass, 
the catacombs were abandoned and forgotten. It 
wasn’t until the early 1600s that exploration led 
to their rediscovery and renewed interest in Early 
Church history.

It should be noted that the concept of cata-
combs wasn’t new or exclusive to the Christians 
in and around Rome. Catacombs can be found in 
various locales across the Mediterranean world 
and beyond, yet among them all, the Roman Cata-
combs are the most renowned because of their 
special place in the history of the early Christian 
Church. As we look back and refl ect on the life 
of the Church and the challenges of those early 
years, let us be inspired by the lives of those faith-
ful saints who persevered in their faith, however 
deep or dark their world may have been.

Brandon Talley
St. John Chrysostom Church, York, Pennsylvania.

ity, with small pieces of building materials signi-
fying our time in prayer, and with scripture and 
the saints being stones for the foundation, our 
participation in the Divine Services and our fast-
ing represented by wood, and the doing of good 
by bricks.

Fr. Apostolos continued with another useful 
concept, very similar to laying up treasure, name-
ly, investing. Jesus used investing when teaching 
about eternal life. (See Luke 14:28–30: “when 
planning to build a tower”; and Matthew 25:14–
30: “the parable of the talents.”) These can be 
translated into kinesthetic and creative activities 
as well. A third concept that would assist children 
in understanding investing in their spiritual life 
for their future with God comes from 2 Corinthi-
ans 9:6, “He who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.” Again, the teaching works well 
as the basis of a kinesthetic and creative lesson 
plan. The article on the catacombs, below, can be 
used with older children, just as I did here, to il-
lustrate the concept of remembering one’s death 
in order to get serious about one’s life. May we all 
be inspired by the lives of our fi rst ancestors in 
the faith, as we go into our Lenten journey. 

The Catacombs

 Darkness. Narrow passages of carved stone. 
Bodies. These are likely some of the images that 
come to mind when people run across the term
catacomb today. These are certainly not incorrect 
descriptions, at face value, but on closer    exami-
nation we fi nd that the catacombs are more than 
deep tunnels fi lled with the remains of forgotten 
lives; they are in fact a treasure trove of  Christian 
history and life that are well worth refl ecting 
upon.

In the earliest days of Christianity, persecu-
tion was rampant against anyone professing faith 
in Jesus Christ, a reality that extended into the 
fourth century and was fi nally abolished by Con-
stantine through the Edict of Milan (of which the 
Orthodox Church recently celebrated the 1700th 
anniversary). It was during this diffi cult era of 
the early Church when Christians began burying 
their dead in the underground tunnels that we 
now call the catacombs. Roman law actually pro-
hibited anyone from being buried within the city 

limits, except high offi cials, and it was a common 
practice within the largely pagan society for the 
deceased to be cremated. Christians, however, 
believed in the eventual resurrection of the body, 
so it was very important for them to respect that 
foundational part of their faith and grant those 
who had departed a resting place where they 
would await that glorious day.

The use of passages for burials, passages that 
descend deeper and yet deeper, sometimes as 
many as fi ve stories down, arose largely from ne-
cessity. Christians were often poor people, some-
times slaves, and purchasing a plot of land was 
not even a possibility for most Christians. As the 
generations continued to live and die, the under-
ground network of tombs grew more extensive, 
yet largely unnoticed by most people who didn’t 
have family or loved ones buried there.

Occasionally, families would have paintings 
and inscriptions placed above and around the 
tombs of their departed loved ones. Some of 
these paintings are still visible to this day, and 
demonstrate the beauty of art and symbolism 
that was cherished during the life of the early 
Church. Christ the Good Shepherd is a common 
depiction, often painted above individual tombs. 
Jonah emerging from the whale, a symbol of the 
resurrection to which all Christians look forward, 
was another popular scene. The Mother of God, a 
fi sh, a dove, the Alpha and the Omega – these are 
merely a few of the examples of art and iconogra-
phy that were illustrated in the catacombs.

As persecutions continued to threaten the 
lives of the faithful, the catacombs occasionally 
offered a place of refuge. At times, the Eucha-
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St. Michael, Monessen, 
 Celebrates Centennial

The weekend of November 
2–3 was exceptional for the 
congregation of St. Michael An-
tiochian Orthodox Church in 
Monessen, Pennsylvania. The 
parish began the celebration 
of their hundredth anniversary 
with Great Vespers on Saturday 
evening. Bishop THOMAS spoke 
after the service, encouraging 
us to honor our forefathers’ and 
mothers’ memories by work-
ing to keep the parish a healthy 
Orthodox presence in Mones-
sen. On Sunday, Orthros and 
a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
was concelebrated by Bishop 
THOMAS and Bishop BASIL, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Wichita and 
Mid-America. Following the lit-
urgy, a hundredth anniversary 
luncheon and program was held 
at St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox 
Hellenic Center.

St. Michael Antiochian Ortho-
dox Church was founded in 1913 
by Syrian and Lebanese immi-
grants as a place for  Orthodox 
Christians to worship and seek 
salvation. The church was one 

of many that owe their organiza-
tion to then-Archimandrite Ra-
phael Hawaweeny (St.  Raphael).

The celebration marked a 
homecoming for Bishop BASIL, 
who was born in Monessen and 
attended St. Michael Church as 
a youth. During the homily Bish-
op BASIL talked about how the 
founders of the church, includ-
ing his grandfather, sacrificed to 
start the church. Most came to 
the United States as young peo-
ple escaping religious persecu-
tion. They arrived penniless, and 
could have tried to blend in, but 
they didn’t. They embraced both 
their culture and their religion. 
The new immigrants had differ-
ent accents, ate strange food, 
and celebrated Christmas after 
New Year’s Day. At the risk of be-
ing mistreated, the first thing the 
founders did was band together 
and start a church. Some barely 
had a roof over their heads, but 
to them worshipping the Lord 
mattered greatly. Bishop BASIL 
challenged the congregation, de-
spite the fact that it is located in 
an economically depressed area, 
to be as determined and dedicat-

ed as the founders to ensure that 
St. Michael Church continues 
to be a place where Orthodox 
Christians worship.

After the Divine Liturgy, the 
Trisagion Prayers of Mercy for 
the Departed were sung for an-
other son of the parish, the Rt. 
Rev. John Namie, who served for 
many years at the Antiochian Vil-
lage. His two sisters, Joan Lan-
gan and Jane Nasser, in addition 
to Mr. George Essey, were in at-
tendance and were inducted into 
the Order of St. Ignatius. Bishop 
THOMAS then elevated Fr. Fred 
Pfeil to the rank of Archpriest. 
The luncheon was a festive affair 
with many stories and recollec-
tion of old times.

Bishop THOMAS Visits
St. Paul, Emmaus, 

 Pennsylvania

During October 12–16, His 
Grace Bishop THOMAS made 
his annual pastoral visitation 
to St. Paul Church in Emmaus, 
Pennsylvania, as well as other 
stops in the Eastern Pennsylva-
nia area. During his visit to St. 
Paul’s, His Grace presided over 
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George Essey and Fr. Fred 
Pfeil receive proclamation

 from Monessen Mayor 
Mary Jo Smith

Bishop THOMAS inducts 
Members to the Order

the divine services, including the 
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on 
Sunday morning. While there, 
His Grace noted the numerous 
upgrades and expansions to 
parish activities that have been 
made during the administration 
of the current pastor, the Rev. Fr. 
Andrew Stephen Damick, who 
was assigned to the pastorate of 
the parish in July 2009.

Since 2009, St. Paul’s popu-
lation has grown by 46%, and 
annual pledges have grown by 
180%. During this time, multiple 
weekday services (including, in 
many cases, daily services) have 
been instituted, as well as a vig-
orous program of adult educa-
tion. Much of Fr. Andrew’s adult 
education teaching can be heard 
online in the Roads from Em-
maus and Orthodoxy and Het-
erodoxy podcasts, and read in 
the Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy 
book and a new pamphlet, Why 
Go to Church?, all available 
from Ancient Faith Ministries, 
a department of the Antiochian 
Archdiocese. His Grace also was 
pleased to learn that, as of 2013, 
St. Paul’s operating expenses are 

now entirely covered by pledg-
ing income, freeing up fundrais-
ing efforts for specific projects.

While visiting Eastern Penn-
sylvania, His Grace also met with 
local clergy from the Lehigh Val-
ley, encouraging them to work 
more closely with one another. 
As part of this encouragement, 
he will be returning to the Le-
high Valley on the Sunday of Or-
thodoxy to preside over services 
not only in Emmaus, but also at 
pan-Orthodox celebrations.

Beyond these events, Bishop 
THOMAS, along with a number 
of regional Antiochian clergy, 
made a visit to the newly-estab-
lished Convent of St. Thekla in 
Glenville, Pennsylvania, where 
the sisters showed them warm 
hospitality.

Bishop THOMAS Visits 
Chambersburg

The weekend before Thanks-
giving, November 23–24, 2013, 
His Grace Bishop THOMAS vis-
ited St. Mary Church in Cham-
bersburg, Pennsylvania. He was 
welcomed at his arrival on Satur-

day afternoon by the pastor, Fr. 
Theodore Pulcini. That evening, 
members of the parish commu-
nity assembled for  Vespers, at 
which Sayidna presided. After-
wards the Parish Council and 
their spouses gathered at the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Nagib 
Khalifa for a reception to wel-
come His Grace, as well as Mary 
Winstanley-O’Connor, North 
Amer ican Chair of the Order of 
St. Ignatius, who was also visit-
ing the parish that weekend.

After Orthros the next day, 
His Grace celebrated the Hier-
archical Divine Liturgy, assisted 
by Fr. Ted, Deacon Evangelos 
Prieston, Deacon David Jacobs, 
Sub-deacon Ben Daniel, and 
the parish’s acolytes. The con-
gregation sang the responses, 
led by Larry Steele and the par-
ish chanters. During his homily, 
Sayidna preached on the Gospel 
lesson of the Rich Ruler (Luke 
18:18–27), stressing the neces-
sity for all of us to overcome our 
obsession with wealth and secu-
rity and to rise to Christ’s chal-
lenge to respond to the needs 
of the poor. He commended pa-
rishioners for their work in feed-
ing the needy through their St. 
Seraphim Center in downtown 
Chambersburg and urged them 
not to slacken in this ministry. 
He then explained how the Or-
der of St. Ignatius, through its 
many efforts, continually re-
sponds to Christ’s challenge. At 
the conclusion of the Liturgy, 
Mrs. Winstanley-O’Connor ex-
panded on His Grace’s remarks, 
describing the various ministries 
of the Order. As a result of these 
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words, two more of St. Mary’s 
parishioners came forward  after 
the Bishop’s visit to express 
their intention of joining the 
Order.

A parish photograph was tak-
en after the Liturgy, and then the 
congregation enjoyed a potluck 
coffee hour at which the people 
gave the Bishop a warm greet-
ing, in contrast to the blustery 
cold outside!

St. Nicholas,
San Francisco,

Celebrates 75 Years

In October 2012 the newly ap-
pointed pastor of St. Nicholas 
Church in San Francisco, Father 
George Baalbaki, noted that the 
church was founded in 1938, 
and thus would have been in ex-
istence for 75 years in 2013. He 
quickly laid out the framework 
for planning a large celebration 
to commemorate this 75th An-
niversary. Jeries Azar was ap-
pointed Chairman of a dynamic 
Anniversary Committee, tasked 
with the planning of a three-
day celebration the weekend of 
October 25–27. The Committee 

adopted the theme, “Honoring 
our past, embracing our pres-
ent, and looking forward to our 
future,” in framing the events 
and engaging the broader St. 
Nicholas community in the San 
Francisco Bay area.

The theme for Friday’s hospi-
tality night in the church hall was 
“Walking Down Memory Lane.” 
Many of the founding members’ 
families were present and greet-
ing friends, some of whom they 
had not seen in 30 or 40 years. 
Volunteers hung throughout the 
hall old and new photos that 
were enjoyed by all. We were 
treated to delicious homemade 
Middle Eastern appetizers pre-
pared by a team of St. Nicholas 
ladies. Within this celebration 
was a “camp reunion,” in which 
Ron Nicola and Jim Dudum 
shared fond memories that de-
lighted the audience. There was 
great joy and excitement in the 
hall on Friday evening for new 
and old members alike, prompt-
ing many to say, “We need to do 
this more often.”

On Saturday evening, the 
Grand Banquet was held at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel in Foster 
City. The program opened with 
the singing of the National An-
them by Mia Hanhan and Yas-
mina Malouf. The Invocation 
was given by Archbishop JO-
SEPH. In addition to Sayidna, 
we were honored to have the 
following special guests in our 
midst: Father Elias Bitar, Re-
tired Vicar General of the Arch-
diocese; Fuad Sweiss, who pre-
sented a Certificate of Honor on 
behalf of San Francisco Mayor 
Edwin Lee, and a Certificate of 
Honor on behalf of David Chiu, 
President of the Board of Su-
pervisors; State Senator Leland 
Yee, who presented a resolu-
tion from the State Senate; and 
Kamel Ayoub, Honorary Consul 
of Jordan. Master of Ceremo-
nies Leila Qutami read a con-
gratulatory message from His 
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP 
and a resolution from Assem-
bly member Kevin Mullin. There 
were speeches from Bishop 
JOSEPH, Father George Baal-
baki, Father Gregory Ofiesh, 
Father Nicholas Borzghol, 75th 
Anniversary Committee Chair-
man Jeries Azar, and Parish 
Council Chair Salim Qaru. A 
video presentation produced by 
Leila Qutami and Nasser Halteh 
chronicled 75 years of our his-
tory and paid special tribute to 
Father Nicholas Habib and Dea-
con Issa Dib of blessed memory. 
Sally Habeeb, representing one 
of our charter families, was also 
featured in the video, reflecting 
on the early years. The speeches 
and the videos were truly inspir-
ing and emphasized the impor-
tance of staying strong and con-
nected as a community.

Sunday’s Hierarchical Liturgy 
was a fitting finale to our cele-
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Bishop THOMAS with 
Fr. Ted Pulcini and the 

faithful of Chambersburg bration. Archbishop JOSEPH 
presented Marilyn Habeeb with 
the Antonian Silver medal for 
her years of service and dedica-
tion to St. Nicholas and declared 
that our beloved Father Gregory 
Ofiesh henceforth would be Pas-
tor Emeritus.

Thanks to all who contributed 
their time and talents to make 
this an event to remember. 

St. Nicholas,
San Francisco, Honors 

Father Gregory Ofiesh and 
Marilyn Habeeb

Archbishop JOSEPH added to 
the joy of our 75th Anniversary 
Weekend, October 25–27, 2013, 
by two very special actions. First 
he informed the parish that our 
former pastor, V. Rev. Fr. Grego-
ry Ofiesh, would now be known 
as Pastor Emeritus of St. Nicho-
las Church. Second, he present-
ed our dear parishioner, Marilyn 
Habeeb, with the Antonian Gold 
Medal for Distinguished Service.

Fr. Gregory served St. Nicho-
las Church from 1964 until his 
retirement in 2000. During these 

thirty-six years he distinguished 
himself as a dedicated spiritual 
leader, as well as an innovative 
and creative pastor who initiated 
many programs and practices 
which the parish still values and 
follows. With the bestowal of the 
honorific Pastor Emeritus, the 
parish now has a way to show 
its respect and appreciation to 
Fr. Gregory, Khouria Mary Jane, 
and their family, for their contri-
butions over the many years of 
their ministry. This distinction 
also indicates our desire to call 
upon Fr. Gregory for guidance 
and insight in the months and 
years to come.

 Marilyn Habeeb has served 
the church on the parish, dioc-
esan, and archdiocesan levels in 
numerous capacities over many 
years. She has held offices with 
the Antiochian Orthodox Chris-
tian Women of North America 
and served on its committees for 
the North American Board and 
in the Diocese of Los Angeles 
and the West. At St. Nicholas, 
San Francisco, she has “done it 
all,” and continues to “do it all,” 

through service on the Parish 
Council, the St. Nicholas Ladies 
Auxiliary, and as church office 
administrator. Along with her 
entire family, Marilyn has shown 
what is meant by the term lay 
ministry. The Antonian Silver 
Medal is one of the highest dis-
tinctions for service the Archdi-
ocese can bestow. Marilyn’s life-
time commitment to her parish 
and to the Archdiocese makes 
her a most worthy recipient.

 The parish was honored and 
overjoyed that Metropolitan 
PHILIP and Archbishop J OSEPH 
made these two presentations in 
conjunction with our 75th An-
niversary commemoration. We 
thank them both and pray that 
God continues to grant them 
many years of good health in 
their leadership of our church.

St. George, Akron,  
 Celebrates Golden Jubilee

St. George Church of Akron, 
Ohio, welcomed honored guests, 
Metropolitan PHILIP and Bishop 
ANTHONY, to celebrate several 
anniversaries on the weekend 
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of October 10–13: the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Very Rev. 
Fr. Louis Mahshie’s ordination 
to the Holy Orthodox Priest-
hood, the Fiftieth Wedding An-
niversary of Fr. Lou and Khouria 
Corinne (Esber) Mahshie, and 
the Thirty-Fifth Anniversary of 
their service to the parish of St. 
George, Akron.

In the course of the weekend, 
Metropolitan PHILIP bestowed 
upon Fr. Lou the coveted Anto-
nian Gold Medal of Merit. This 
is the highest award of the Arch-
diocese for one of exceptional 
capabilities of service and love.

While successfully serving an 
expanding parish of St. George 
in Washington, D.C., for 13 
years, Fr. Lou also established 
and served a mission in Balti-

more, Maryland, which is now 
St. Mary’s Church. While serv-
ing as spiritual leader of the par-
ish of St. George, Akron, from 
1978 to the present, Fr. Lou 
established a mission in North 
Royalton, Ohio, which became 
St. Matthew Church. Over 35 
years, Fr. Lou inspired a spiritual 
rebirth, overseeing the comple-
tion of a new church and fellow-
ship hall, an expanded education 
facility, and, most recently, a new 
Family Center.

In appreciation, the Par-
ish presented Fr. Lou and Kh. 
Corinne with a $30,000 check 
and a new computer. Bishop AN-
THONY presented a plaque, stat-
ing, “It is with deepest apprecia-
tion that the parishioners of St. 
George Church dedicate this 
new Family Center as The Very 
Rev. Fr. Louis Mahshie and the 
Kh. Corinne (Esber) Mahshie St. 
George Family Center.”

Metropolitan PHILIP and 
Bishop ANTHONY together or-
dained Samer Zawahri and Jeff 
Reale as Sub-deacons – Axios! 
They also enrolled 13 new St. 
George members in the Order 
of St. Ignatius, bringing our total 

membership to 33. The Metro-
politan and Bishop met with our 
youth, answered their questions, 
and listened to the young people 
singing songs from Antiochian 
Village Camp. In addition, they 
presented 40 youth with Cre-
ative Festival Awards received 
during the last Midwest SOYO 
convention. The Akron Teens 
also received the Midwest Hu-
manitarian Award.

A packed house applauded our 
Friday evening patriotic musical 
play, We Left as Many – Arrived 
as One, which was produced by 
Sam Salem, with choir director 
Kim Shama-Hanna serving as 
director, composer, and lyricist. 
Teens, young adults, adults and 
Sunday School children, com-
bined to stir the audience with 
laughter and emotion.

Fr. Lou presented our church’s 
“Service-Above-Self Awards” to 
George and Gerry Ostich and 
Tony Debs. He also presented 
“The A-Team Awards” posthu-
mously to the widows of Bill 
Hanna (Eileen), Frank Chema 
(Regina), and Henry Hanna 
(Mary Nell), for their many 
years of dedication in building 

Metropolitan PHILIP, 
Bishop ANTHONY, 
and clergy join the 
cast of  We Left as 

Many, Arrived as One.

From left: Fr. Lou 
Mahshie, Bishop 

 ANTHONY, Metro-
politan PHILIP, Kh. 

Corinne, Fr. John Al-
Assaf, and Archdea-

con Joseph Harb

our church and paying off the 
debt, and starting a seed fund 
to build the new Family Center.
Fr. Lou also cited Michel Halasa 
and Mary and Dave Pilversak for 
their dedicated service.

The Golden Jubilee Commit-
tee, consisting of leaders of our 
church organizations, thank 
all the St. George parishioners 
and friends who supported the 
Celebration in so many ways – 
sponsoring some of the events, 
working hard to make them suc-
cessful, donating generously to 
the Commemorative Book – the 
list could go on. Naming them 
all would be impossible, because 
this truly was a Committee of 
our entire parish.

May God bless you all.

St. George, Worcester,  
Celebrates Women’s Club 

85th Anniversary

During the weekend of No-
vember 2–3, St. George Cathe-
dral welcomed His Eminence 
Archbishop JOSEPH for a cel-
ebration honoring the 85th An-
niversary of the Cathedral’s 
Women’s Club. The weekend 
kicked off with a cocktail recep-
tion on Saturday evening. Led 
by Michael Haddad, Deborah 
Coury and Steve Husson, the 
Cathedral’s world-class kitchen 
crew prepared tasting stations 
with a variety of foods, including 
pasta, seafood and carving sta-
tions! The hall was wonderfully 
adorned with banners, and with 
photos of the women of our par-
ish and the events they’ve pre-
pared over the past eighty-five 
years, and photos adorned each 
table as well. People enjoyed a 
wonderful evening reminiscing 
over these photos and the stories 
that go along with them. Dur-

ing the evening’s program, we 
heard from life-long Cathedral 
member and dedicated Church 
School teacher, Lorice Swydan, 
who introduced our evening’s 
main speaker, Helen Hayeck. 
Helen shared her impressions of 
St. George as someone who mar-
ried into the community and was 
accepted with open arms. Fol-
lowing these presentations, our 
Dean, Fr. Milad Selim, honored 
all the past presidents of the or-
ganization; the culmination was 
the entry of those in attendance, 
who were greeted with a stand-
ing ovation. 

On Sunday, His Eminence pre-
sided over the Hierarchical Di-
vine Liturgy with joy and vigor. 
During his sermon, he spoke 
of the important role women 
have played in the history of the 
Church, and also in our com-
munity. At the end of the liturgy, 
Trisagion Prayers were held 
in remembrance of all the past 
presidents and members of the 
Women’s Club. A luncheon was 
held following Divine Liturgy, 
during which His Eminence ex-
panded upon his sermon, speak-
ing more about the role and 
importance of the women of St. 
George. Following his address, 
Margaret George was honored 
for her years of dedicated ser-
vice to the Cathedral. Margaret 
served many terms as president 
of the Women’s Club. Addition-

ally, she was the first Superinten-
dent of the Church School and 
one of the first women elected 
to the Parish Council, and is the 
eldest parishioner of St. George. 
May God grant Margaret many 
years of continued service to 
Christ and His Church!

At the close of our weekend, 
His Eminence Archbishop JO-
SEPH and His Grace Bishop 
JOHN met with the Cathedral’s 
Parish Council for a dinner host-
ed by Fawaz El Khoury, Vice-
Chairman of the Archdiocese 
Board of Trustees. During the 
dinner, His Eminence addressed 
the Parish Council, applauding 
them for their hard work and 
encouraging them to stay on 
track and united as they guide 
our community with our Dean. 
His Eminence also commended 
Fr. Milad for his dedication and 
hard work as the leader of our 
community.
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Margaret George is 
presented an icon of 
the Myrrh-Bearing 
Women by Archbishop 
JOSEPH and Fr. Milad.

Top: St. George 
Cathedral’s dedi-
cated kitchen crew.



  

November 1, 2013

Dearly Beloved,

I greet you once again on behalf of all children of the Children’s Relief Fund, past and present, and pray that you receive 
this letter in their gratitude an appreciation for the love and concern you have shown them in our Lord’s name.

This letter brings to you our “2013 Christmas Appeal” for the Children’s Relief Fund. The purpose of this  program within 
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church of North America is to provide scholarship funds for the needy children in 
Lebanon and Palestine.

Since its inception in 1983, the Children’s Relief Fund, through your generosity, has provided partial  educational 
 scholarships to several thousand needy elementary and high school children. These children remain thankful that someone 
out there cares for their welfare. In 2012, you supported 420 students (320 in Lebanon and 100 in Palestine).

As you prepare your year-end charitable gifts and near the blessed nativity of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, please 
consider making a donation to the Children’s Relief Fund.

The need to continue our work is now more challenging as more and more children are in need of fi nancial  assistance (we 
have some 44 applications of children waiting to be sponsored and we are expecting more  applications from children of 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon),

For those of you who are already sponsoring a child, we offer our most profound thanks and gratitude. We hope that new 
sponsors join this humanitarian effort to lift the burden off these children.

New sponsors are encouraged to open a window of concern and join this humanitarian effort to lift the burden off these 
children by sponsoring an individual needy child at a minimum of $400 ($1.10 a day) or by simply making a donation to 
the general fund.

May the blessings of the Holy Season be with you and your loved ones now an throughout the coming year. Your generous 
gift will help in educating a needy child.

As always, I remain –

Yours in Christ,

Fr. George M. Rados
National Director

Children’s Relief Fund
 www.Thecrf.net

Email: childrensrelieffund@gmail.com

Whoever receives one little child like this in my
name receives me. (Matt. 18:5)
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Project 2013-2014 
 

Help the Orphans of 
War in Syria 

 
“For I was hungry and you gave  

Me food; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me drink.” (Matthew 25:35) 

 

Our	Goal:	$200,000!	
 
 

A Sisterhood Serving Christ Through Serving Others 

CAMP? 
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F r i e n d s h i p s   

f o r  a   
l i f e t i m e  

M e m o r i e s  
f o r  a   
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R o p e s  C o u r s e  

F u n !  

Antiochian Village 
www.avcamp.org 
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o f   

s u m m e r !  

A r t s  &  
C r a f t s  

H A V E  Y O U   
R E G I S T E R E D  F O R  

Summer Camp 2014 

Phone:  
724 238 9565 
Email: 
campoffice@antiochianvillage.org 

T o  R e g i s t e r :   
V i s i t  

w w w . a v c a m p . o r g  

H o r s e b a c k  
R i d i n g  

 

Antiochian Village 

 

 

Registration now online for 
Summer Camp, Chanting Camp & Iconography Camp 

www.avcamp.org 
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The Order is like a heart circulating life through the body by providing  
funds for the life of our Archdiocese to keep it strong.

Help the beat go on – Join The Order.

For more information call 201-871-1355,  
or e-mail: theorder@antiochian.org or visit www.orderofstignatius.org.
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