
Grades 1 -3 

Objective: 
The students will be able to: 

 Express that when we care for others in need, we are showing love to God. 

 Explain what we need to do in order to inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

 Use the Bible to read and study a passage about how righteous behavior may earn us a place in His 

kingdom. 

 Understand which person acted in a pleasing manner in the story of the “Good Samaritan” 

 Determine who our neighbor is. 

 List ways in which they might show mercy toward others. 

 Create a petition for someone in need. 

 

Time:   
40-45 minutes 

 

Materials: 
 My First Bible Storybook, Concordia Publishing House, 2011, pg. 298-303 (or a similar 

book) 

 Orthodox Study Bible 

 Puppets for acting out Good Samaritan story, using person template and craft or popsicle 

sticks 

 Chalkboard or chart paper 

 Plain white paper 

 Crayons, colored pencils, and/or markers 

 Petition paper 

 

The Lesson Plan: 
Opening 

Gather the students around the icon corner for the opening prayer: 

Our Father who loves us, shine Your light in our hearts that we may better know you. Help us to 

understand Your teachings. Keep us mindful of Your holy commandments, so that our thoughts and deeds 

might please You. We ask this in the name of the Father, and Son, and of the Holy Spirit now and forever.  

Amen.  

Introduction.  

Explain that this year’s Creative Festivals has a theme that is concerned with meeting people’s needs.  

Read the theme verse, “I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was 

a stranger and you welcomed Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I 

was in prison and you came to Me.”  Explain that it comes from the Gospel of Matthew.  Go on to read 

the passage from which it came, verses 31-40 (with older students, you can even hand out copies of the 

Bible and assign verses to read).  Discuss with the students that Christ says that when the righteous fed 

the hungry, gave them something to drink, took in a stranger, or visited prisoners and the sick, it was like 

doing it to Christ.  Tell the students that they will talk about what this means for their own lives.  

Content 

Explain that as young children it can be very difficult to meet the basic needs of people, for example, 

those in the inner city.  Explain that it may be possible to feed people or buy them clothes by holding food 

and clothing drives, donating old toys, etc.  Remind students that God loves everyone and wants us to be 

kind to everyone.  Prepare the following popsicle stick puppets using the person template:  Jesus, Jewish 



man, robbers, priest from the temple, the Levite, the Samaritan, the innkeeper.  Then, using the puppets 

and the “The Good Samaritan Neighbor” story from My First Bible Storybook, act out the story.   

1) Explain to the students the desirable behavior displayed by the Good Samaritan compared to the 

priest and the Levite:  being kind, helping the Jewish man, giving water, cleaning his wounds. 

2) Remind the students that Jesus wants us to be good people and that showing kindness to others is 

one way to please Jesus.  Emphasize that God loves everyone and He wants us to treat other 

people in nice ways, no matter who they are.  Explain that God is not happy with behavior that is 

mean or hurtful, either in words or in actions. 

3) Talk about ways that students might reach out to other people to help them.  (Watching a younger 

brother or sister, doing chores without being told, doing an errand for a neighbor, etc.)  List the 

students’ response on the board or chart paper.  Use prompting questions such as:  How might we 

feel if our friend’s family lost everything in a flood?  What might we do for that family?  How 

might your friend feel, knowing that you would offer help? 

4) Lead the students to understand that Christ wants us to show love to others, just as He shows love 

toward us and how the Good Samaritan showed love toward the Jewish man.  You can phrase this 

as showing mercy.  We say, “Lord, have mercy.”  Our Lord, Jesus Christ, expects us to show 

mercy to others.  The Good Samaritan showed mercy toward the Jewish man.  Discuss some non-

specific examples of how we can show mercy to others (kindness – as in good thoughts, kind 

words, being a good friend, including others in play, being truthful, no name calling, helping 

someone, trying to cheer someone up, giving them something to eat or drink) 

5) Split into pairs.  Provide each pair with a piece of plain white paper.  Have the students write 

and/or draw 3 specific ways to show mercy towards others, whether within the family, at school, 

at church, the community, or in the world.   

6) Once finished, allow the pairs to share their 3 ideas with the rest of the class.  Display these papers 

in the classroom.   

7) Ask the students to imagine if Jesus was visiting our classroom:  Would you not offer him a place 

of honor, or offer something to eat and drink?  If He were cold, would you offer Him your jacket 

to wear or a pair of gloves?  If Jesus were sitting alone in a corner while everyone was playing 

soccer, would you invite Him to join you in the game?  You would include Jesus in all these 

things.  So we should treat others in this same manner, especially because we are made in the 

image and likeness of God. 

8) Prompt the students to say that Jesus wants us to show kindness to others and to help people in 

need.  The way we treat other people is how we treat Jesus.  If we are kind to others, we are kind 

to Him.  If we are mean and hurtful to others, we are hurtful to Him.  We do not want to do this 

and displease Jesus who loves us so much.   

Activity 

1) Return to Matthew 25: 31-40 and remind the students how they can live with God forever.   

2) Ask students to recall a petition that is repeated frequently during our church services.  (“Lord, 

have mercy”).  The teacher may have to read from the service book and have students respond.  

Quote from the Great Litany, such as “For those who travel by land, sea, and air; for the sick and 

the suffering, and captives for their salvation.”  Emphasize that we pray for those in need.   

3) Tell the students that they will be writing a petition for someone whom they think is in need of 

some sort; for example, a friend or family member who is ill, somebody who is victim of a natural 

disaster, etc.  Hand out a copy of the petition paper to each student and allow them to complete the 

petition and illustrate it. 

4) Arrange for each child to say the petition as the group prays as the close of the lesson.  Remind the 

students that by praying for those in need, we are showing love towards those people.   

Closing 
Summarize what has been studied and learned:  Repeat the theme verse.  What are we called to do for 

others?  Why?  (To help people in their needs, whatever their needs might be…we honor Christ by 



helping others who are in need.  We show our love of God by helping those who need us and need our 

help.  We can even do those by praying for others and asking God to show mercy on them.  By treating 

others in this loving manner, we can live with God in His heavenly kingdom.)  Who did we learn about 

that showed love to God?  (the Good Samaritan)  How did he show love?  (He helped the Jewish man that 

had gotten robbed and beaten). 

Gather the students around the icon for prayer for those in need.  Start with the sign of the cross and 

“Lord, have mercy on all the people we’re praying for now.” (Those names from the students’ petition 

papers). 

 


