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Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education 

2014 Creative Festivals Lesson Plan: 

Grades 4-6 

Theme: 
  
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
strength, with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." 
                                                      Luke 10:27 
 

Goal: 
To help the students understand the theme well enough to express it in art, photography, 
poetry, or creative writing. 
 

Objective: 

The student will be able to: 

 Identify who their neighbors are and how to show love to them. 
 Arrange the theme verse in proper order and memorize it. 
 Explore ways we show God we love him (with heart, soul, strength and mind).  

 Locate passages in the Bible that teach us about loving our neighbor. 

 List the Ten Commandments. 

 Explain how the Ten Commandments can be narrowed down to the two greatest 

commandments of all: loving God and loving your neighbor. 

 

Time: 40-45 minutes 

Materials: 

 Bibles 

 2014 Creative Festivals full-page logo icon 

 Theme verse cut up into strips (attached), one for every 2-3 students 

 Biblical References: Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 7:12, Matthew 19:19, Matthew 

22:36-40, Romans 13:8-10 and Galatians 5:14. 

 “Do you Love Your Neighbor?” worksheet  

 Theme Song, “Love is a Verb” by Gigi Shadid (can be downloaded for free at: 

http://www.antiochian.org/christianeducation  

 Blank paper & pencils  

 “The 10 Commandments Connection to the Theme” handout (one for each 

student) 

 “Ten Commandments for Kids” (one copy for classroom) 

http://www.antiochian.org/christianeducation
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Opening Prayer: (Gather students around the icon corner) 

Christ, the true light, who enlightens and sanctifies every person coming into the world, let 

the light of Your countenance shine upon us that we may see Your unapproachable light; 

and guide our steps in the way of Your commandments, through the intercessions of Your 

all-holy Mother and of all the Saints. Amen. 

Introduction: 

 Explain that today’s work will focus on the passage that serves as the theme for the 

Creative Festivals. Tell the students that they will study the verse from Luke 10:27. 

 Ask the students to locate the verse in their Orthodox Study Bible and have one 

student read it aloud: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor 

as yourself.” 

 Explain briefly that these are the TWO greatest commandments that God gives us: 

Love God and love each other.  Show them the Creative Festivals logo icon. 

 Jesus is telling us that He wants us to care about others, not just ourselves. 

 Show your students the theme verse cut up onto strips of paper (attached). 

 Quickly split the class into teams of 2-3 and give each group a set of the theme verse, 

cut into strips and in the incorrect order. 

 Have them race to see which team can put the theme verse in correct order first. 

Breaking Down the Theme: 

 Next, write these key words on the board or chart paper, leaving space between 

each number:   

1. HEART &SOUL 

2. STRENGTH 

3. MIND, and  

4. NEIGHBOR 

Ask questions (below) and write down your students’ responses as they share. 

Discussion Questions to ask: 

1. HEART & SOUL: How can we love God with all our HEART & SOUL? 

How do we show God that we love Him with our whole heart and soul?  (By loving 

our neighbor, showing hospitality, having compassion, by obeying our parents, 

teachers, elders, by acts of service to others, especially those who are in need, etc.)  

If we love God with ALL of our heart, then there will not be any room there for hate. 
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2. STRENGTH: How can we love God with all our STRENGTH?   

Sometimes we may not feel like praying, reading the Bible, or going to church, but 

we have to gather all our strength to do these things because they will bring us 

closer to God. 

 

3. MIND: How can we love God with all our MIND?  

What do we do when a bad thought enters our mind?  We can try our best to not 

think badly of others (love the sinner, hate the sin); see each person as a child of 

God. What images do we allow to enter our thoughts and minds (through TV, media 

print, Internet, etc.)?  Are they pleasing to God? 

What are other ways we can SHOW GOD how we love Him? (Solicit responses) 

 By coming to church 

 Making the sign of the cross 

 Kissing  an icon 

 Praying, etc. 

 By being GRATEFUL. Do we say, “Thank you, Lord” every day, several times a day? 

 

4. NEIGHBOR: Who is our neighbor? How can we love our neighbor as ourselves? 

Continue below: 

Bible Activity: 

Let’s look in our Bibles and read about what God says about how we should treat our 
neighbors. 

 Choose six volunteers to read out loud.  Pass out one reference card to each 
volunteer. 

 References to be included on the cards and read out loud are: Leviticus 19:18, 
Matthew 7:12, Matthew 19:19, Matthew 22:36-40, Romans 13:8-10 and Galatians 
5:14. 

 Each volunteer takes a turn reading aloud their assigned verses. 
 “There are a lot of verses about loving our neighbor.  With so many verses in the 

Bible about this, I know loving our neighbors is important to God.  How does He say 
we should love them?”  Students answer. 

 “God wants us to love our neighbors like we love our self.  What do you think God 
means by that?” Students answer. 

 Have you heard of “The Golden Rule?” What is it? (“Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.”) This is a good guideline for us to use when dealing with 
other people. Treat others with love and respect in the same way you’d like to be 
treated.  
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 Do You Love your Neighbor? 

1. Pass out the “Do You Love Your Neighbor?” paper to each student. 
2. Explain that the center circle is you and the next circle is your immediate family.  

Your immediate family is your first circle of “neighbors”.  Have your students think 
of the name of one person in their family to whom they can show love.  Then write 
their name inside the “immediate family” circle. 

3. Give the students time to think and write. 
4. Ask, “Thinking about the name of the person you wrote down, what are some ways 

you can show them love?”  Have students share the name of the person they wrote 
down and brainstorm with them ways they can show love to this “neighbor”.  If you 
have a large group, you may want to have them brainstorm with a partner or in a 
small group first before sharing with the whole group. 

5. Next, have the students write down one way they can show love to their chosen 
family member inside the same “immediate family” circle. 

6. Follow steps 3-6 for the remaining circles: extended family, neighborhood, 
classmates, church, and community/city.  They can even extend it to include their 
state, country, and world. 

7. Have the students take their worksheet home to display in their room as a reminder 
of their commitment to love their neighbors as themselves.  This worksheet will 
remind them of specific and practical ideas for living out the second greatest 
commandment. 

A Step Beyond: Ask: “When we show love to our neighbor, is it enough to visit a nursing 

home or volunteer at a food bank?” (Loving our neighbor is more than that. We should be 

thinking about God all the time and asking what He would like us to do or how He would 

like us to behave.) 

Theme Song 

Play the theme song, “Love is a Verb.” Explain how love is an action – if we say we love, we 

must DO something.  

 

Essential Questions for Students to Ask Themselves: In my daily life, am I doing what 

God would want me to do?  Do I try to help others? Do I stand up for someone who is being 

bullied?  Do I welcome into my group of friends those who may be “unpopular”? Use these 

questions to spark a discussion among your students. 
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The 10 Commandments Connection 

 Have students get back into their groups of two or three.  Pass out blank paper to 

each group and have them compete to see which group can list all of the Ten 

Commandments first. Are there any missing?  Use chart paper or a white board to 

write their responses. 

 Pass out The 10 Commandments Connection to the Theme handout. 

 Have the students use the handout to discover which commandments were missing 

from their list. 

 The 10 Commandments of God embody the two greatest commandments – “Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 

with all your mind” (1st-4th) and “love your neighbor as yourself” (5th-10th).  And, 

those two commandments are really just one, because they are the same (when we 

love our neighbor, we are loving God).  All the commandments can be trimmed 

down to just one word: LOVE. 

 Use the handout to help them see how the first four commandments are about 

loving God: 

1. Do not worship any other gods. (Worship the Holy Trinity--God the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.) 

2. Do not make any idols. (Don’t let anything in your life become more important 

than God.) 

3. Do not misuse the name of God.  (Always say God’s name with love and 

respect.) 

4. Keep the Sabbath holy.  (Honor the Lord by going to church and resting on 

Sunday.) 

and the last six are about loving our neighbor.   

5. Honor your father and mother.  (Love & respect your mom and dad.) 

6. Do not murder.  (Never hurt anyone.) 

7. Do not commit adultery.  (Always be faithful to your husband or wife, when 

you marry.) 

8. Do not steal.  (Don’t take anything that isn’t yours.) 

9. Do not lie. (Always tell the truth.) 

10. Do not covet.  (Be happy with what you have, and don’t want everything other 

kids have.) 

[NOTE: the italicized version above is from the “Ten Commandments for Kids” handout]: 



 

 

 

Page | 6 

Closing Activity: 

 Ask who can recite the theme verse word for word by memory?  Keep getting 

volunteers until someone gets it exactly right.   

 

Closing Prayer: 

It is truly meet to bless thee, O Theotokos, Ever-Blessed and Most-Pure and the Mother of 

our God. More honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the 

Seraphim. Without defilement thou gavest birth to God the Word; True Theotokos, we 

magnify thee! 
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You shall love the lord your God 

 

with all your heart, 

 

with all your soul, 

 

with all your strength, 

 

and with all your mind; 

 

and your neighbor as yourself.
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Leviticus 

19:18 

 

Romans 

13:8-10 
 

 

Matthew 

19:19 
 

 

Matthew 

22:36-40 
 

 

Matthew 

7:12 
 

 

Galatians 

5:14 
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Love is a Verb        By Gigi Shadid 

 

I’m  gonna love the Lord my God, 

With all my mind, with all my soul and with all my strength. 
 

I’m  gonna love the Lord my God, 
With all my mind, with all my soul and with all my strength. 

 

Love is an action --it’s a verb!  Go and serve! 

Let us love one another – 

So that with one mind we may confess ~ 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

The Trinity One in essence, and undivided! 

 

I’m  gonna love the Lord my God, 
With all my mind, with all my soul and with all my strength. 

 

Get down on my knees, beg and plead, 

Lord, have mercy on me ~ 

Transform my prayers into deeds. 

Love my neighbor as myself, 

Each one in His image –  

Christ in disguise~!   

 

I’m  gonna love the Lord my God, 
With all my mind, with all my soul and with all my strength. 

 

Love is an action--it’s a verb!  Go and serve! 

Let us love one another – 

So that with one mind we may confess ~ 

Trinity, reveal to me, your perfect love on fire, 

And ignite it! 

 

If I love the Lord my God, 

I’ve gotta live the Lord my God. 

Live and breathe, 

Live in me. 

I believe, help my unbelief.  

So I no longer fear the Lord, 

But I love him.~ 

 

I’m  gonna love the Lord my God, 
With all my mind, with all my soul and with all my strength. 
With all my mind, with all my soul and with all my strength. 
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The 10 Commandments Connection to the Theme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, 

with all your strength, 

and with all your mind…” 

“…and your neighbor as 

yourself” 

(Luke 10:27). 

We can’t love God if we don’t love our neighbor. 

10 

2 

1 

= 

Christ, The Good Samaritan “Adam” – All Mankind 
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TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR KIDS 

 

 

 

 

2. Don’t let anything in your life 

become more important than 

God. 

5. Love and respect your parents. 

6. Never hurt anyone. 

7. Always be faithful to your husband 
or wife, when you marry. 

8. Don’t take anything that isn’t 
yours. 

9. Always tell the truth. 
10. Be happy with what you have--
don’t want everything other kids 

have. 


